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PREFACE  TO  THE  FIFTH  EDITION. 


The  demand  for  this  book  lias  been  bo  great,  a  Fifth  Edition, 
revised  and  enlarged,  is  herewith  issued,  giving  the  very  latest 
researches  in  the  East.  Though  much  has  been  written  on  the 
history,  geography  and  antiquity  of  tliese  countries,  much  more 
remains  to  be  written,  as  every  day  new  discoveries  are  being 
made. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  author  when  writing  his  "  Travels 
and  Explorations  in  Bible  Lands,"  to  prepare  a  companion 
volume  on  the  Buried  Cities  of  the  Old  World.  He,  however^ 
instead  of  this,  has  enlarged  his  recent  work  by  an  Appendix^ 
containing  the  latest  discoveries  made  in  Egypt,  Assyria,  Chal- 
dsea,  Asia  Minor,  Greece  and  Italy,  thus  engrossing  the  whole 
in  one  royal  octavo  volume  without  additional  cost. 

During  the  last  half  century  Europe  and  America  have  been 
vying  with  each  other  in  the  recovery  of  lost  arts,  lost  languages 
and  lost  cities ;  while  the  Church  has  been  looking  anxiously 
on  to  see  how  far  the  discoveries  made  agree  with  Revelation. 
The  results  of  these  explorations  are  embodied  in  this  work, 
which  furnishes  in  concise  form  a  great  amount  of  valuable 
information  not  readily  obtained  from  other  sources. 

We  have  changed  the  title  to  ''  Buried  Cities  Eecovered,"^ 

as  it  better  expresses  the  present  character  of  the  book.     Still 

we  do  not  publish  our  Explorations  as  a  scientific  work  for 

the   antiquarian,   but   as  a   humble   contribution   to   Biblical 

archaeology  for  the  home  circle,  believing  that  such  a  volume 

will  add  greatly  to  our  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the 

Scriptures. 

The  ArrnoR. 

New  Yoxk,  November,  1882. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  author's  object  in  aooepting  an  appointment  nnder  the 
United  States  Gk>Yemment|  and  making  his  home  for 
several  yean  in  Palestine,  was  not  the  honor  or  emolnments  of 
office ;  bat  a  desire  to  visit  the  lands  of  the  Bible,  that  he  might 
examine  and  see  for  himself  how  far  the  manners,  cnstoms,  and 
traditions  of  the  people  and  topography  of  those  conntries, 
agreed  with  the  inspired  word. 

The  sketches  embraced  in  this  volume  were  originally  written 
for  the  author's  own  gratification,  amidst  the  vivid  scenes 
where  the  events  described  occurred ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable 
ftct  that  almost  every  place  mentioned  in  the  Bible  where 
any  great  event  transpired  may  still  be  visited  and  identified, 
and  generally  identified  by  their  old  Hebrew  names  in  the 
Arabic  form — a  most  wonderfol  philological  corroboration 
of  the  Biblical  narrative. 

Secent  explorations  in  the  East  have  resulted  in  the  re- 
covery of  many  places  in  sacred  history  long  regarded  as 
lost;  and  as  the  facts  brought  out  by  these  explorations  are 
not  accessible  to  the  general  reader,  the  author  has  compiled 
them  in  this  concise  form,  and  at  the  request  of  numerous 
friends  gives  them  to  the  public  in  the  hope  that  they  may 
contribute  in  some  degree  to  the  elucidation  of  the  Scriptures, 
correct  some  of  the  errors  that  many  travelers  have  fallen  into 
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by  a  too  hasty  or  superficial  view  of  the  places  visited,  and 
furnish  all  students  of  the  Bible  with  the  results  of  the  latest 
researches  in  these  lands,  so  full  of  sacred  and  historic  lore. 

PersonaUj,  the  author  does  not  claim  to  have  made  all  these 
disooveries;  but,  haying  visited  and  carefully  examined  the 
excavations  made  by  Mariette  Bey  in  Egypt,  Dr.  8chliemann 
at  Troy,  Dr.  Wood  in  Asia  Minor,  and  General  Cesnola  on 
Pyprus,  and  having  been  with  Warren,  Wilson,  Drake,  Gan- 
neau,  Oonder,  Maudslay,  and  others,  in  and  around  Jerusalem 
— also  having  traveled  with  Dr.  Strong's  party  through  Moab, 
and  followed  Dr.  Porter  through  the  Hauran — ^he  writes  from 
observations  personally  made,  relying,  however,  in  some  in- 
stances, for  the  correctness  of  his-  statements  on  the  surveys 
and  investigations  of  the  eminent  archsBologists  named. 

Palestine,  the  great  center  of  religious  interest,  though 
comparatively  a  smaU  mountainous  country,  has,  nevertheless, 
been  the  theater  of  the  most  stirring  and  momentous  events  in 
the  history,  of  our  world.  Learned  divines,  historians,  and  anti- 
quarians for  ages  have  been  visiting  this  land,  giving  us  glowing 
descriptions  of  their  travels  and  the  results  of  their  investigsr 
tions,  until  our  libraries  teem  with  volumes  on  Ihese  subjects ; 
and  yet  the  desire  to  know  more  about  this  country  was  never 
greater  than  at  present.  No  other  land  is  so  fruitful  a'theme 
for  meditation  or  so  hallowed  in  its  associations ;  and,  what  is 
remarkable,  it  never  loses  its  interest.  The  whole  country 
seems  to  breathe  an  inspiration,  and  to  the  devout  mind  is 
fragrant  with  the  most  sacred  memories. 

The  scene  of  God's  revelations  to  man,  the  land  that  sug 
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gested  to  the  Jewish  prophets  their  beantifnl  imagery,  and  to 
the  great  Teacher  iUnstrations  of  his  doctrines  and  narratives^ 
can  no  more  be  ezhansted  than  Deity  himself.  The  more  we 
read  and  know  about  Palestine  the  more  interest  it  awakens. 
The  influence  of  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  the  glory  of  his  per- 
sonal presence,  seem  to  pervade  the  whole  land,  and  the  weary 
footprints  of  the  ^^Man  of  Soirows"  are  too  deeply  stamped 
upon  its  rocks  ever  to  be  effaced. 

The  writer's  official  position,  and  his  connection  with  the 
American  and  English  Palestine  Exploration  Societies,  afforded 
him  many  facilities  in  his  researches  he  otherwise  could  not 
have  enjoyed :  and  under  the  conviction  that  these  investiga- 
tions must  tend  to  further  corroborate  the  inspired  record,  and 
that  every  new  volume  written  on  the  subject  must  add  to  the 
knowledge  and  strengthen  the  faith  of  all  lovers  of  the  truth,  he 
casts  these  fresh  leaves  on  the  waters,  with  the  sincere  prayer 
that  they  may  not  return  void,  but  correct  in  some  measure 
the  perverse  tendency  of  the  age  to  doubt  the  credibility  of 

Gkni's  Holy  Word. 

F.  S.  OB  Habs. 

Nvw  ToBE,  Aprtly  1880. 
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PART  1. 

EGYPT  IN  ITS  EELATION  TO  THE  BIBLE. 

^  Tbe  LoBO  did  bring  the  children  of  IbtmI  oat  of  the  land  of  Egypt  •  •  .  with 
*  aiiglHlf  hand,  and  with  an  ontatratched  arm.**  Xxod.  lii,  61 ;  Dent,  jxil^  1. 
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CHAPTER  L 

OVB  INKEBItANCK  IN  EGYPT* 

ReUtkm  of  Sgrpt  (o  Palestiiie— The  Bible  written  on  her  Honumente— Oldeel 
CiTilized  Portion  of  oar  Globe— Egyptian  Chronology— Xo  Conflict  with  the 
Moeaio  Aoooont — ^The  Hieroglyphics  not  reUable  as  Chronological  Reoorde — 
History  Loet  in  Mystery- The  ** Rosette  Stone"— Religion  of  the  Old  Egyp- 
tians— ^Their  Worship  compared  with  that  of  the  Hebrews. 

EGYPT  and  Palestine  are  so  cloeelj  related,  and  their 
histories  so  interwoven,  it  is  difficnlt  to  separate  them, 
or  to  write  abont  the  one  withont  indnding  the  other.  Many 
of  the  prophecies  of  the  Bible  refer  to  Egypt,  and  their 
striking  folfiUment  may  be  seen  in  the  present  condition 
of  this  country ;  and  many  other  important  events  recorded  in 
the  Scriptnres  transpired  here.  Abraham,  when  driven  by 
famine  from  Canaan,  fonnd  here  a  home  and  plenty;  the 
beautiful  narrative  of  Joseph  is  located  here;  Jacob  and 
his  sons  settled  here ;  and  for  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  this  land  was  the  asylum  and  heritage  of  the  Church : 
here  Moees  was  bom,  and  the  Passover  instituted;  the 
wife  of  Solomon  was  a  daughter  of  the  reigning  Pharaoh; 

ind  hither  the  holy  family  fled  for  safety  from  the  bloody 
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sword  of  Herod ;  thus  fulfilling  the  prophecy,  "  Ont  of  Egypt 
have  I  called  my  Son."'  And,  what  is  very  remarkable, 
many  nameB  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures,  snch  as  Ham, 
Mizraim,  Potiphar,  Shishak,  Asenath  the  wife  of  Joseph, 
and  others,  are  still  found  written  on  her  monuments,  and 
many  incidents  of  the  Bible  are  recorded  in  sculpture  and 
hieroglyphics  on  her  grand  temples.  In  one  place  we  have 
what  appears  to  be  a  representation  of  Joseph  iutroducing  his 


brethren  to  Pharaoh ;  in  another,  the  Hebrews  making  brick, 
with  a  decree  ordering  them  to  build  the  temple  and  quarry 
stone  for  Gamesee;  their  task-masters  standing  by  with 
scourge  in  hand  urging  them  "  not  to  be  idle ;"  and  in  still 
another,  an  account  of  the  exodus,  or  a  race  of  strangers 
going  up  out  of  Egypt  and  settling  in  Syria,  under  a  leader 
by  the  name  of  Osarsiph,  which  is  identical  with  that  of  Uoees, 
the  name  being  derived  from  Osiris,  the  golden  Apis.  Also, 
an  account  of  plentiful  harvests,  and  the  filling  of  the  ipyal 
'MBtlhewii,  IH, 
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granaries  with  com,  followed  by  a  great  famine,  agreeing  with 
that  which  prevailed  in  the  time  of  Joseph.' 

Egypt  is  probably  the  oldest  civilized  portion  of  our  globe. 
Little,  however,  is  known  of  her  history  prior  to  Abraham ; 
in  fact,  nothing  reliable.  The  works  of  Manetho,  her  only  his- 
torian, who  wrote  B.  C.  285,  have  long  since  been  lost,  and 
all  we  know  of  his  writings  is  what  has  been  transmitted  to 
DB  by  later  authors,  after  passing  through  many  hands,  and,  no 
donbt,  greatly  perverted. 


Some  claim  for  this  country  a  much  higher  antiquity  than 
the  Mosaic  chronology  or  the  facts  will  warrant,  as  must  ap- 
pear to  every  candid  reader  who  investigates  the  subject.  In 
dealing  with  this  question  of  chronology  we  shall  do  so  with 
reverence  and  frr-jdom — reverence  for  every  thing  sacred  and 
venerable,  fredom  in  regard  to  the  opinions  and  theories  of 
others — with  the  one  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth  in  relation  to 
the  age  of  those  wonderful  remains  that  mark  the  development 
of  our  world's  civilization. 

It  is  claimed,  for  example,  that  on  the  ancestral  tablets  only 
'See  BKCGSCn'8  "Histoire  d'Egrpte,"  second  edition,  p.  177. 
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lately  reooyered  the  names  of  certain  PharaohB  are  found,  each 
reigning  so  many  years,  and  when  you  come  to  compute  the 
whole  list  it  carries  you  back  beyond  our  era  five  thousand 
years  or  more*  Which  is  true.  But  then  they  overlook  the 
important  fact  that  these  kings  did  not  reign  successively,  but, 
in  many  instances,  contemporaneously,  rival  Pharaohs  being 
on  the  thrones  of  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  other  instances  father  and  son  were  associated  in  the 
government  of  the  country.  Then  there  are  many  gaps  or 
omissions  in  these  tablets  which,  when  supplied  with  the 
proper  data,  remove  all  difficulties  in  harmonizing  the  Hebrew 
and  Egyptian  chronology. 

It  is  further  argued  that  the  sediment  deposited  during  the 
annual  overflow  of  the  Nile  accumulates  at  the  rate  of  so 
many  inches  in  a  century,  and,  as  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet 
of  this  alluvial  deposit  are  found  over  some  of  these  buried 
cities,  they,  therefore,  must  be  from  six  to  eight  thousand 
years  old.  This,  however,  does  not  follow,  as  the  deposit  some 
years  is  much  greater  than  others,  and  forms  in  the  eddies  over 
these  ruins  much  faster  than  out  on  the  naked  plain.  This 
whole  argument  reminds  mo  of  the  logic  of  a  noted  humorist,^ 
who,  in  ridiculing  the  theories  of  some  of  our  modem  scien- 
tists, says :  '^  It  can  be  easily  demonstrated  that  the  Mississippi 
River,  by  washing  out  new  channels  across  her  great  bends,  has 
shortened  the  distance  between  Cairo,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  and  New  Orleans,  at  least  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  in  the  last  two  hundred  years;"  whi6h  being  admit- 
ted, he  then  very  amusingly  concludes,  'Uhat  if  this  process 
continues  for  two  thousand  years  longer.  New  Orleans  will 
be  where  Cairo  now  stands ! "    And  this  is  about  the  weight 

I  Mark  Twain. 


EGYPTIAN    REMAINS.  27 

of  the  ai^mente  advanced  against  the  chronology  of  the 
Bible.  It  is  also  a  notable  fact  that  the  oldest  rehes  found  ia 
the  oldest  tombs  of  Egypt  are  wooden  coffins  and  idols, 
in  many  instances  not  the  least  decayed ;  embalmed  mummies, 
the  linen  wrappings  npon  them  scarcely  soiled ;  rolls  of  papyri 
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as  legible  as  if  written  on  but  yesterday ;  eggs,  looking  as 
fresh  as  if  just  taken  from  the  nest ;  garden  seeds  and  wheat, 
said  still  to  retain  their  vitality;  loaves  of  bread,  different 
kinds  of  vegetables,  even  honey  in  the  comb ;  nothing  to  war* 
rant  a  more  remote  antiqaity  than  the  Mosaic  account,  espe- 
cially if  we  adopt  the  Septuagint  standard.  And  what  makes 
these  statements  of  the  skeptic  appear  even  more  absurd  is 
the  fact  that  in  some  of  these  cities  which  they  affirm  have 
been  buried  ten  thousand  years  or  more,  recently  have  been 
found  coins  and  pieces  of  pottery  belonging  to  the  Greek  and 
Boman  period.  And  the  zodiac  carved  on  the  ceiling  of 
the  temple  at  Denderah,  which  at  first  was  claimed  by  the 
French  to  be  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  thousand  years  old,  has 
since  been  proven  to  belong  to  the  first  century  of  our  era. 

We  admit  that,  next  to  the  Bible,  the  monuments  of  Egypt 
contain  the  earliest  chronological  history  of  our  race,  but  these 
records  are  not  entirely  reliable,  in  part  owing  to  the  lack  of 
proper  data  and  the  vagueness  of  the  Egyptian  year,  and  are 
not  sufficient  to  set  aside  the  authority  of  God's  word. 
Even  learned  Egyptologists  cannot  agree  on  certain  dates,  as 
by  comparing  the  statements  of  Bunsen,  "Wilkinson,  Mariette, 
and  other  eminent  archaeologists,  you  will  find  a  discrepancy 
of  from  one  to  three  thousand  years  in  their  calculations.  So 
that  the  early  history  of  this  ancient  people  is  ^ost  in  mythical 
conjectures,  and  a  deep  mystery  still  hangs  over  the  land  of 
the  once  mighty  Pharaohs.  The  Nile,  so  mysterious  in  its 
source,  but  more  mysterious  in  its  annual  rise,  sweeps  on 
in  its  course  for  thousands  of  miles  under  a  cloudless  sky, 
causing  the  parched  desert  to  rejoice,  and  the  rainless  region 
through  which  it  flows  to  blossom  as  the  rose.  Along  the 
banks  of  this  sacred  river,  half-buried  in   the  ever-drifting 


BOSETTA   8T0N^  29 

sands,  are  the  ruins  of  many  temples,  the  fires  on  whoso  altars 
have  long  since  been  extinguished,  and  the  remains  of  a  thou- 
sand cities  whose  histories  are  lost  in  the  misty  past. 

Standing  upon  the  great  rock-bed  of  the  Libyan  desert  are 
those  wonderful  Pyramids  whose  origin  is  also  involved  in  im* 
penetrable  mystery.  Who  conceived  or  executed  these  stu- 
pendous monuments  will,  more  than'  likely,  forever  remain 
unknown.  Looking  down  upon  the  placid  waters  of  this 
renowned  stream  reclines  the  colossal  Sphinx,  the  local  deity 
of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  invested  with  the  same  mystery. 
And  in  whatever  direction  you  turn  your  eyes  the  mind  is 
appalled  as  it  contemplates  lone  obelisks,  of  vast  dimensions ; 
gigantic  statues,  wonderful  to  behold ;  grand  edifices,  forming 
a  labyrinth  of  gorgeous  halls;  the  origin  of  all  being  en- 
shrouded in  the  most  profound  mystery.  And  yet  this  obscur- 
Hy  imparts  a  peculiar  charm  and  romance  to  the  country. 
One  can  spend  days  and  weeks  amid  these  ruins  without  any 
sense  of  weariness,  not  knowing  what  moment  he  may  discover 
the  hidden  key  to  some  secret  door  tliat  may  unlock  the  mys- 
teries of  ages  or  lead  to  mines  of  untold  wealth. 

Since  the  discovery  by  the  French  of  the  celebrated  "  Ro- 
setta  Stone,"  ^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  in  the  summer  of 
1799,  and  its  translation  by  Champollion,  much  additional  light 
has  been  shed  on  the  hitherto  obscure  history  of  this  country. 
And  the  explorations  still  going  on  under  the  direction  of 
that  indefatigable  archffiologist,  Mariette  Bey,  furnish  us  with 

*  This  Btone,  now  in  the  British  If  QBemn,  is  %  trilingoal  tablet  of  black  basalt, 
containing  a  decree  in  honor  of  Ptolemy  Epiphanea,  B.  C.  196,  written  in  three 
different  languages — ^the  Greek,  the  hierogljphic,  or  sacred  language  of  the  priests, 
and  the  demotic,  or  common  dialect  of  the  people.  The  deciphering  of  this  stone 
afforded  a  key  to  the  hitherto  mysterious  hieroglyphics  on  these  monuments, 
which  can  now  be  read  with  as  much  ease  as  any  other  dead  language. 
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manj  additional  facts  toucbing  the  occnpancj  of  the  land  by 
the  Jews,  and  the  religion  of  tlio  old  Egyptians,  proving  very 
oonclnsiTely  that  the  latter  had  no  clear  idea  of  the  iinmoiv 
tality  of  the  human  soul,  or  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  or 
other  biblical  truths,  before  the  settlement  of  the  Hebrews 
among  them.  We  also  find  that  in  their  religious  sentiments 
they  were  yery  much  like  the  Jews,  both  being  of  a  deeply 
spiritual  turn  of  mind,  ever  contemplating  the  future,  but  in 
other  respects  very  dissimilar. 

The  Egyptians  were  ]x>lythcists  and  pantheists,  God,  accord* 
ing  to  their  idea,  not  being  a  person,  but  an  essence  diffused 
throughout  all  nature — animate  and  inanimate.  Many  of  their 
gods  were  creations  of  their  own  fancy,  some  of  them  the 
most  ludicrous  monstrosities.  Osiris,  their  principal  divinity, 
was  represented  in  Apis,  the  sacred  bull ;  Athor,  either  as  a 
cow  or  with  cow's  horns  on  her  head ;  Thoth,  with  the  head  of 
an  ibis ;  Anubis,  always  with  a  jackal's  head ;  Kneph,  with  the 
head  of  a  ram ;  Pasht,  with  a  lion's  or  cat's  head ;  Se^ak,  with 
the  head  of  a  crocodile ;  Ilorus,  with  that  of  a  hawk ,  Typhon, 
their  evil  genius,  as  an  ass,  with  many  others  equally  fanciful 
Almost  every  animal,  bird,  and  insect  that  lives,  and  every 
vegetable  that  grows,  was  with  them  an  object  of  divine  wor- 
ship, under  the  impression  that  the  gods  were  personified  in 
these  objects. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Hebrews  believed  in  but  one 
Supreme  Being,  invisible,  allwise,  and  eternal!  Among  the 
Egyptians  every  temple  was  full  of  idols,  and  the  walls, 
ceilings,  and  columns  were  covered  with  sculptures,  paintings, 
and  inscriptions  from  top  to  bottom,  within  and  without,  all  in 
lienor  of  their  gods.  And  every  statue  and  work  of  art,  from 
the  colossi  to  the  smallest  scarabee,  bore  the  imaoce  of,  and  was 
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dedicated  to  some  god.  But  among  the  Jeve  every  thing 
was  spiritual,  intellectual,  and  typical  of  something  purer, 
grander,  and  more  enduring.  God  waa  supreme  in  their 
thoughts  and  affections.    They  worshiped  not  by  sight,  bat  by 


faith,  as  seeing  the  Invisible  himself ;  no  idol,  no  painting,  no 
inscription  o£  any  kind,  has  ever  been  found  upon  all  the 
monuments  of  Israel  in  the  Holy  Land.    After  the  conquest  of 
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Faleetine  by  Alexander  we  tind  some  traces  of  Grecian  scnlpt- 
nre  and  inacriptions,  but  on  the  works  of  the  old  Hebrews 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate  their  n^e,  age,  or  object,  which 
no  one  can  bnt  regret,  as  most  of  these  remains  are  without 
naine  or  history. 

After  these  general  remarks  in  reference  to  the  history, 
chronology,  and  religions  ideas  of  this  ancient  nation,  we  shall 
proceed  to  notice  some  of  their  most  interesting  monnmental 
remains,  showing  their  connection  with  onr  faith  and  with  the 
sojourn  of  Israel  in  "  the  land  of  Ham." 


CHAPTER  n. 

« 

AVOOEBrr  ALBXAKDRIA — SSAT  OF  GREEK  PHILOBOFHT  AND 

(MBIffUAN  THEOLOGY* 

Eofd  OH7  of  AleiaiMtor  the  GtmI— Andent  Splendor— The  nieroe— Chrietlaiiity 
eerlj  FUmted  here— Cleopetim'fe  Needle— Pampas  FQler— Ifodem  0I^>— 
BeekiheeBh — Oriental  Soenee— Veiled  Women— Doge— DonkejB—JPUliire  of 
the  KhediTe  to  eonqner  Abyirfnfa  finei  Ouul  probably  first  projected  bj 
Joaeph. 

THE  tourist  from  America  or  Europe  visiting  Egypt  gener- 
ally lands  at  Alexandria,  founded  by  the  great  general 
whose  name  it  bears,  B.  0. 832.  The  city  was  laid  out  by  Dinoo- 
rates,  architect  of  the  famous  temple  of  Diana,  at  Ephesns,  who 
on  one  occasion  proposed  catting  llfonnt  Athos  into  a  colossal 
statae  of  Alexander,  holding  a  city  in  one  hand  and  pouring 
out  a  river  from  the  other.  Alexandria,  being  situated  in  the 
Delta  of  the  Kile,  near  to  Asia  and  convenient  to  Europe,  was 
.ong  regarded  as  only  second  to  imperial  Home,  and  is  still  the 
largest  commercial  city  in  Africa.  It  is  not  our  purpose,  how- 
ever, to  attempt  any  detaQed  description  of  the  magnificence 
of  ancient  Alexandria,  with  its  four  thousand  palaces,  grand 
temples,  beautiful  gardens,  numerous  schools,  and  rich  collec- 
tions of  art  The  far-seeing  Macedonian  designed  it  as  the  em- 
porinm  for  the  entire  East,  and  from  its  peculiar  circular  shape 
3ne  would  suppose  that  the  mighty  conqueror  really  mtended 
throwing  his  mantle  over  the  whole  world.  As  a  strategic  point 
Napoleon  considered  it  of  the  first  importance,  and  made  it  the 
base  of  operations  in  his  attempted  conquest  of  Asia. 

For  many  centuries  this  city  was  the  great  center  of  trade 
3  SS 


34  BIBLE   LANDS. 

and  learning,  wealtli  and  power.  Here  the  Ptolemies,  Cleopatras, 
and  Csesara  reigned  in  all  their  glory ;  here  science,  literature, 
and  every  branch  of  philosophy  flourished ;  here  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures  were  first  ti-anslated  into  the  Greek,  B.  C.  280. 
Here,  also,  stood  the  famous  Pharos,  one  of  the  seven  wonders 
of  the  world,  a  light-house  five  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high, 
erected  by  Ptolemy  Pliiladelphus,  tlirowing  out  its  beacon  light 
for  a  hundred  miles  over  the  midnight  sea.    This  tower  was 


designed  as  a  memorial  of  the  king,  who  ordered  his  name  to 
be  inscribed  on  its  pediment ;  the  architect,  liowever,  first  cut 
his  own  name  in  the  solid  marble,  placing  over  it,  in  stucco, 
the  name  of  Ptolemy,  which  in  a  few  yeai-s  cnimbled  to  dust, 
leaving  tliat  of  Sostratus,  the  architect,  emblazoned  through 
after  ages  on  the  front  of  this  unrivaled  monument. 

Christianity  was  early  planted  here,  according  to  some  histori- 
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ans,  hj  tho  Apostle  Peter.  St.  Mark,  it  is  belioved,  was  the  first 
Bishop  of  the  Ghnrch,  and  saffered  martyrdom  here,  dement^ 
Athanasins,  Origen,  Cyril,  and  other  eminent  divineSi  were  edu- 
cated here,  and  the  eloquent  Apollos  was  a  native  of  this  city. 
From  lower  Egypt  Christianity  rapidly  extended  to  C jrene, 
Libya,  central  and  upper  Egypt ;  so  that  by  the  middle  of  the 
third  century  there  were  not  less  than  twenty  bishuprics  in 
Egypt ;  and  in  a  corrupt  form  the  Church  still  exists  among 
the  Copts,  or  natives  of  the  country.  This  old  seat  of  pagan 
pliilosophy  and  mysticism  soon  became  the  seat  of  Christian 
literature,  and  the  Alexandrian  School  ranked  among  the  oldest 
and  highest  Christian  institutions  of  learning  In  the  primitive 
Church.  But  little  remains  of  her  ancient  grandeur.  Most  of 
the  old  city  lies  imbedded  beneath  the  deposits  of  the  Nile  and 
sands  of  the  desert.  Her  invaluable  library  of  700,000  MSS., 
containing  a  copy  of  every  work  then  known,  and  collected 
with  so  much  labor  and  expense,  was  consigned  to  the  flames 
by  order  of  Caliph  Omar,  after  the  fall  of  the  dty,  A.  D.  641. 

The  Serapeum,  the  last  temple  of  paganism  in  Alexandria, 
with  its  exquisite  statues  and  vast  treasures,  was  destroyed 
by  Theodosius.  Even  the  tomb  of  Alexander  himself  can 
no  longer  be  identified,  and  not  a  vestige  of  the  celebrated 
Pharos  remains.  A  single  obelisk,  one  of  the  so-called  Cleo- 
patra's Needles,  and  Pompey's  Pillar,  a  beautiful  red  granite 
Corinthian  column,  one  hundred  feet  high,  including  base  and 
capital,  and  ten  feet  in  diameter — the  largest  monolith  in  the 
world — still  stand  as  old  landmarks  of  this  once  opulent  city. 

Egypt,  under  the  lately  deposed  Khedive,  IsmaQ  Pasha,  grand- 
son of  Mohammed  Ali,  has  rapidly  advanced  in  civilization. 
Many  Europeans  are  settling  in  the  country ;  new  railroads  and 
Ciinals  are  being  constructed ;  Christian  Churches  and  schools 
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are  every-where  springing  up ;  and  Alexandria  is  sharing  lately 
in  this  general  prosperity,  is  lifting  her  head  out  of  the  dust 
of  ages,  and  is  fast  recovermg  some  of  her  ancient  glorj. 

The  city  coataina  a  population  of  at  least  two  hundred  thoQ- 
■and,  made  ap  chiefly  of  Egyptians,  Nubians,  Arabs,  and  Torki ; 


and  ae  yon  land  in  this  motley  crowd  the  first  word  that  greets 
yoor  ears  will  probably  be  haclshxsh — an  Arabic  word  you 
will  never  forget.  It  simply  means  some  small  gratuity,  and 
wherever  you  stroll  gangs  of  half-naked  natives  will  follow 
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yon  pleading  for  backslieeBh.  Enter  any  jnoeque,  and  it  is 
backslieeeh ;  go  up  or  come  down  the  pyramids,  or  go  any- 
where else,  and  you  hear  nothing  but  backBheeeh!  O  howadji! 
backfiheesh  !  !  backsheeBh  !  !  !  Like  all  Oriental  citiee,  the 
streets  of  Alexandria  are  narrow  and  filthy;  crowded  with 
Arabs,  dogs,  and  donkeys.     The  latter  are  used  instead  of  street- 


eara  for  all  short  excursions,  and  are  certainly  very  conven- 
ient little  animals — especially  for  a  tall  man,  as  he  can  ride  and 
walk  at  the  same  time  ;  and  the  dogs,  like  those  of  Cairo,  are 
very  dogmatic,  leading  lazy,  independent  lives,  having  no  mas- 
ters to  serve,  or  homes  to  guard — miserable,  ugly  curs,  ever 
growling  and  snarling  at  all  who  disturb  them  as  they  lie 
coiled  np  in  the  streets. 

This  is  the  land  of  sunshine  and  legends,  of  superstition  and 
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oppression.  Every  thing  to  the  stranger  appears  different  from 
every  thing  else  he  has  ever  seen  before.  The  tnrbaned  Turk, 
in  his  gay  attire,  sitting  in  his  cozy  bazaar ;  the  long  caravans  of 
camels,  jogging  quietly  along,  with  nose  erect  and  eye  set  as  on 
Mecca ;  and  the  women,  veiled  from  head  to  foot,  moving  about 
like  phantoms,  make  np  such  a  picture  as  can  only  be  seen  in  the 
Orient.  In  the  East  you  scarcely  ever  see  a  woman's  face  on 
the  streets.  A  man  does  not  even  see  his  intended  wife's  be- 
fore marriage,  and  not  then  unless  he  has  paid  for  her.  In 
Mohammedan  countries  all  brides  are  sold  to  the  highest  bidder, 
the  same  Jis  horses  or  camels,  the  money  to  be  paid  on  delivery. 
Even  after  marriage  the  wife  is  kept  like  a  prisoner  in  the 
harem,  and  always  closely  veiled  when  she  appears  in  public. 
The  Arabs  have  a  proverb,  "  When  a  wife  has  seen  the  gaest, 
she  cares  no  more  for  her  husband ; "  hence  all  freedom  is 
denied  her,  and  she  spends  her  days  dreaming  of  a  liberty  she  has 
never  enjoyed.  Some  men  are  so  jealous  of  their  wives,  it  is 
said,  they  will  not  allow  them  out  on  a  moonlight  night,  lest 
the  mkn  in  the  moon  should  see  them.  One  of  the  Khedive's 
wives  being  sick,  he  sent  for  our  American  physician  to  visit 
her ;  but  the  doctor  said  he  could  do  nothing  in  the  case  un- 
less he  could  see  the  patient ;  but  as  that  privilege  could  not  b 
granted,  he  insisted  at  least  on  seeing  her  tongue.  So  they  ar- 
ranged to  stretch  a  sheet  over  an  opening  in  the  wall,  with  a 
small  slit  cut  in  it,  through  which  the  patient  protruded  her 
tongue,  and  thus  the  doctor  was  enabled  to  prescribe. 

What  the  Khedive  lacks  in  the  development  of  his  country 
are  men  and  means  to  carry  out  his  projects^  His  dominion  at 
present  is  confined  to  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Nile,  with  a 
population  of  only  5,000,000,  not  enough  for  a  great  nation; 
but  far  away  to  the  south  of  him  lies  Abyssinia,  rich  in  prod- 
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uctSy  with  a  population  equal  to  his  own,  a  prize  his  father  long 
coveted.  Two  years  ago  the  late  Khedive  sent  an  army  into  this 
territory,  with  a  view  of  annexing  it  to  Egypt,  as  he  had  done 
with  l«l  ubia.  All  connted  on  the  success  of  the  campai^^ ;  but 
the  Abyssinians,  being  nominally  Christians,  iired  with  religious 
ardor,  defeated  the  Egyptians  in  every  engagement,  and  almost 
exterminated  the  invading  army.  This  reverse  had  a  depress- 
ing effect  on  the  Khedive,  who  fully  calculated  on  the  easy  con- 
quest and  absorption  of  Abyssinia,  and  had  gone  so  far  as 
to  select  his  conunissionors  to  arrange  details,  one  (>f  wbom  was 
the  Protestant  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  and  another*  the  Coptic 
Patriarch  at  Cairo.  The  King  of  Abyssinia,  however,  was  not 
to  be  conquered  thus  easily,  and  when  commanded  by  the  Khe- 
dive to  lay  down  his  arms  and  surrender,  Johannes  very  nobly 
and  defiantly  replied,  "  Not  till  you  have  restored  to  me  every 
foot  of  territory  between  Jerusalem  and  Abyssinia."  Since  then 
peace  has  been  established  between  the  two  countries,  the 
Khedive  in^enmifying  King  John  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war. 

One  of  the  greatest  works  of  the  century,  if  not  the  greatest, 
was  the  completion  in  1869  of  the  Suez  Canal,  connecting  the 
Bed  Sea  with  the  Mediterranean,  at  an  outlay  of  $130,000,000 1 
The  canal  is  eighty-dx  and  a  half  miles  long,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  wide,  and  of  sufficient  depth  to  allow  the  largest 
vessels  to  pass  through  without  difficulty,  thus  saving  in  the 
voyage  from  Europe  and  America  to  India  or  China  trom 
five  to  seven  thousand  miles  in  distance,  and  about  a  month  in 
time. 

This  great  achievement  was  no  new  conception  of  the  French, 
but  the  completion  of  a  scheme  that  had  been  under  contem- 
plation for  three  thousand  years.     It  is  recorded  by  Strabo, 


40  BIBLE   IdLNDS. 

and  other  historianB,  that  'Rameses  II.,  B.  C.  1340,  cat  a  canal 
between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Nile.  Others  attribute  the  work 
to  Sethi  I.,  a  century  earlier,  under  whom  Joseph  served  as  gov- 
ernor, who  may  have  been  the  ori^nal  projector  of  this  grand 
improvement.^  Eight  centuries  later,  according  to  Herodotus, 
Neclio  II.  enlarged  this  canal,  sacrificing  120,000  men  on  the 
work,  and  sent  a  fleet  through  it  to  circumnavigate  Africa. 


When  tlie  Persians,  under  Cambyses,  B.  C.  525,  conquered  the 
country,  they  found  the  canal  no  longer  navigable ;  but  Darius, 
son  of  Hystaapes,  re-opened  it.  In  the  course  of  centuries  it 
again  became  obstmctcd  with  the  sand,  and  was  restored  once 
more  by  the  Emperor  Trajan,  in  the  beginning  of  our  era,  from 
which  period  it  appears  to  have  been  kept  open  until  finely 
filled  up  and  destroyed  by  the  Arab  Caliphs. 

It  remained,  however,  for  Napoleon  III.  to  complete  this 
grand  work  of  ages  on  a  large  scale,  by  cutting  through  Menzaleh 

'Joseph  introduced  the  ayatem  of  irrigBtion  int«  Egjrpt  bv  cutdng  canals  that 
mil  bear  hia  name,  and  distributing  the  waters  of  the  NUe  over  the  neighboring 
deeert,  thus  reclaiming  a  large  district  of  waste  territory. 
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and  the  Bitter  Lakes  a  maritime  canal  from  sea  to  sea ;  which  has 
proved  aa  grand  a  enccese  as  the  enterprise  itself.  During  the 
last  year  1,494  vessels,  carrying  80,80S  passengers,  passed  over 
this  highway  of  the  seas ;  the  receipts  from  freight  and  passen- 
gers amonnted  to  $5,755,205,  and  its  traffic  is  yearly  increasing. 
England,  who  at  first  ridicaled  the  idea  of  a  ship-canal  across 
the  Isthmns  as  visionary,  was  the  first  to  profit  by  it ;  and  see- 
ing the  importance  of  keeping  up  regular  and  rapid  communi- 
cation with  her  East  Indian  Colonies,  has  lately  purchased  the 
Khedive's  interest  in  this  great  improvement ;  and,  with  Cyprus 
in  her  possession,  will  before  many  years  control  not  only  the 
canal,  but  Egypt  and  the  whole  Levant. 


CHAPTER  in. 

HEUOPOLIB  AND  THE  PYRAMIDS. 

The  On  of  Scriptare-— Grand  Tomple  of  the  Sonr— Ancient  Seat  of  Leaniii^^ 
Legend  of  the  Pbcsnix — One  eoUtaiy  Obelisk  all  that  reoudnB— The  Fyramlde 
of  Ghizeh— Their  Orighi  Invested  with  Mystery— Probablj  Tombs  for  their 
Gods  and  Kings— Latest  Speculations— Cheops  identical  with  Joseph,  the 
Hebrew — Fiacai  Smyth's  Theory — Colossal  Sphinx — ^Interesting  Legend— 
Beflections. 

HEUOPOUS,  the  On  of  Scripture,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
cities  in  Egypt,  was  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Delta, 
a  few  miles  north  of  Cairo,  the  present  capital,  and  on  the 
borders  of  what  was  anciently  the  land  of  Goshen.  This  was 
the  city  of  the  grand  Temple  of  the  Sun,  where  the  golden 
Apis  was  worshiped,  and  was  the  great  seat  of  learning  among 
the  old  Egyptians.  Asenath,  the  wife  of  Joseph,  was  a 
daughter  of  the  high-priest  of  this  temple.^  Here  Moses  was 
educated  for  his  responsible  mission.  Here  Plato  and  other 
Greeks  obtained  most  of  their  knowledge  of  philosophy  and 
astronomy ;  and  it  was  here,  according  to  the  legend,  the  fabled 
Phoenix  was  consumed.  This  bird  was  exceedingly  beautiful, 
about  the  size  of  an  eagle,  with  a  plumage  that  shone  like 
gold  around  its  neck,  a  purple  body,  and  a  tail  of  blue  and  rose- 
colored  feathers.  It  wore  a  coxcomb  under  its  neck,  and  a 
magnificent  crest  on  its  head.  This  splendid-looking  bird  was 
supposed  to  live  five  hundred  years,  then  bum  itself,  and  rise 
again  from  its  own  ashes  young,  strong,  and  more  beautiful 
than  eyer — a  symbol  of  the  resurrection  of  the  human  body. 

42  I  Gen.  xli,  45. 
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The  new  birth  of  this  fabulous  creature  always  took  place  at 
Heliopolis.  The  priest  of  the  temple  kindled  a  fire  of  spices 
on  the  altar,  and  the  old  bird,  weary  of  life,  after  hovering 
for  a  few  moments  over  the  fumes,  alighted  in  the  flames 
and  was  soon  consumed.  On  the  second  day  after  the  burning 
a  small  worm  appeared  among  the  ashes  on  the  altar,  and  on 
the  third  day  the  Phoenix  rose  again,  more  beautiful  than  ever, 
with  powers  of  endurance  warranted  to  last  five  hundred  years 
longer. 

The  Temple  stood  at  one  end  of  a  large  indosure,  three  miles 
around,  the  walls   of  which  may  still  be  traced.    Through 
this  outer  court  there  ran  an  avenue  of  marble  sphinxes  and 
granite  obelisks  terminating  at  the  main  entrance  to  the  tem- 
ple— all  of  which  have  been  destroyed  or  removed  save  one 
lone  obelisk,  the  oldest  in  Egypt,  still  standing  as  erect  as 
when  first  elevated  upon  its  pedestal  four  thousand  years  ago, 
guarding  like  an  old  sentinel  the  tomb  of  this  long-buried  city. 
This  tapering  shaft  of  red  granite,  which  has  withstood  the 
storms  and  earthquakes  of  so  many  centuries,  is  about  seventy 
feet  high,  and  six  feet  three  inches  square  at  its  base.    The 
four  faces  are  beautifully  polished  and  covered  with  hiero- 
glyphics and  symbolical  figures  deeply  cut  in  the  hard  rock, 
showing  great  skill,  and  that  it  was  erected  as  a  monumental 
record  by  Osirtasen  I.,  probably  B.C.  2080  years,  if  not  earlier. 
The  Egyptian  name  for  these  columns  has  been  lost.    They 
were  called  ^^  obelisks  "  or  needles  by  the  Greeks,  and  the  two 
th|kt  were  removed  from  here  to  Alexandria  by  the  Bomans 
were  known  as  ^'  Cleopatra's  Needles,"  though  that  renowned 
woman  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.    One  of  these  famous 
needles  has  just  been  taken  to  England;  the  other  has  been 
promised  to  America,  and  in  a  few  months  may  be  seen  at  the 
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entrance  b>  the  Central  Park,  New  York,  thos  connecting 
the  earliest  and  latest  civilizationB  of  our  world.' 

The  Heliopolis  obelisk  formerly  stood  on  an  eminence  ;  now 
its  base  is  at  least  six  feet  below  the  neighboring  plain,  indicat- 
ing how  the  whole  lower  valley  of  the  Nile  is  graduaUy  filling  up. 
Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  this  old  landmark  is  the  celebrated 
"  Fonntain  of  the  Sun,"  that  supplied  the  temple  with  fresh. 


Bweet  water,  the  only  living  spring  in  Egypt ;  and  overshadow- 
ing this  fountain  is  the  venerable  eycamore-tree,  gnarled  with 
age,  under  whose  broad  btanches,  it  is  said,  the  Holy  Family 
encamped  when  they  fled  to  Egypt  from  the  wrath  of  Herod. 

•  The  author  wu  In  Alexsndrii  M  the  time  the  EnglUh  removed  their  obeltok, 
utd  through  Mr.  J.  BaUmo  Haj,  fonnerlj  U.  S.  Consul -General  at  Beirut,  pre- 
•ented  to  the  Ule  Khedive,  on  the  IBlh  of  Jaly,  1877,  a  retiueBt  that  the  remaining 
needle  be  (tiven  to  the  United  Rlal«9,  which  the  Viceroj  afterward  consented  to  da 
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With  the  conquest  of  'Egypt  by  the  Persians  the  gloiy  of  this 
city  departed.  With  the  rise  of  Alexandria  under  the  Greeks 
she  lost  her  prestige ;  and  with  the  birtli  of  dhristianity  Heli- 
opolis  died  I 

The  greatest  mystery,  and  oldest  chronological  records  in 
Egypt,  if  not  in  the  world,  are  the  Pyramids — about  seventy 
of  which  are  stiU  standing  in  the  Yalley  of  the  Nile.  They  be- 
long to  the  pre-historic  age,  and  are  among  the  earliest  monu- 
ments of  man.  Herodotus,  B.  0.  448,  speaks  of  them  as  of 
great  antiquity,  but  was  as  ignorant  of  their  origin  as  we  are. 

The  most  famous  are  those  near  Ghizeh,  midway  between 
Cairo  and  Memphis.  They  stand  about  one  hundred  feet  above 
the  overflow  of  the  Nile,  on  the  rocky  ridge  forming  the  east- 
ern border  of  the  great  African  desert ;  and  the  earthquakes  of 
forty  centuries  have  failed  to  move  them  from  their  firm 
foundations. 

The  largest,  known  as  the  Pyramid  of  Oheops,  is  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  feet  square  at  the  base,  and  rises  at  an  angle 
of  fifty-two  degrees  to  the  height  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 

a 

feet,  (originally  it  was  about  twenty  feet  higher,)  containing 
ninety  million  cubic  feet,  and  covering  an  area  of  more  than 
thirteen  acres ;  being  larger  than  Madison  Square,  New  York, 
and  twice  the  height  of  Trinity  Church  spire.  All  this  is  solid 
masonry,  of  the  most  massive  kind.  Some  of  the  stones  are 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  long,  varying  in  thickness  from 
three  to  five  feet,  evenly  dressed  and  laid  with  mortar  in  regular 
courses.  There  is  enough  material  in  this  pyramid  to  build  a 
dty  large  as  Washington,  including  all  the  public  edifices. 
According  to  Herodotus,  foar  hundred  thousand  men  were 
employed  twenty  years  in  the  erection  of  this  single  monu- 
ment.   They  are  all  constructed  on  the  same  general  principle : 
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"  Oriented,"  or  facing  the  four  cardinal  poinU,  with  vaults  or 
chambers  witliin,  and  a  passage  leading  thereto. 

They  evidently  were  erected  as  tombs  or  mauBolenmB  for 
their  gods  and  kings,  aa  they  are  always  located  in  the  midst  of 
mummy  pita.  All  stand  west  of  tlie  Nile,  which  was  con- 
sidei-ed  the  region  of  death ;  and  in  all  explored,  sarcophagi  oi 
mummies  have  been  found ;  in  one,  an  embalmed  bull. 


The  entrance  to  the  Great  Pyramid,  the  corner-stone  of  oar 
civilization,  wliich  was  originally  closed,  is  a  narrow  passage 
three  feet  five  inches  wide,  and  three  feet  eleven  inches  high, 
on  the  nortli  face,  fifty  feet  above  the  base.  Tliis  gangway 
appears  to  have  been  cut  after  the  pyramid  was  built.  On  en- 
tering this  contracted  passage  you  descend  at  an  angle  of 
twenty-seven  degrees  for  about  one  Inindred  feet,  when  you  are 
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stopped  saddenly  by  a  granite  ping  doeiiig  up  the  entry  en- 
tirely. Here,  to  avoid  this  obstruction,  yon  make  a  abort 
deUywr  to  the  right  npon  yonr  hands  and  knees,  and  by  clamber- 
ing over  some  broken  stones,  and  throngh  a  hole  fourteen 
inches  in  diameter,  torch  in  hand,  and  almost  stifled  with  dnst 
and  smoke,  yon  emerge  into  an  ascending  passage,  no  larger 
than  the  one  yon  entered,  and  rising  at  the  same  angle,  up 
which  yon  dimb  with  grtMt  difficulty  into  the  grand  gallery 
that  leads  to  the  queen's  and  king's  chamber ;  the  latter  a  room 
thirty-four  feet  long,  seventeen  wide,  and  nineteen  high,  faced 
with  red  granite,  highly  polished,  single  slabs,  extending  from 
wall  to  wall  overhead,  forming  the  ceiling.  This  chamber  is 
almost  under  the  apex,  and  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
from  the  outer  entrance ;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  this  is  the 
only  pyramid  containing  two  such  large  apartments,  with  an 
ascending  gallery  leading  thereto. 

None  but  those  who  have  full  command  of  themselves  should 
venture  into  this  dark,  prison-like  tomb.  No  doubt  many  deaths 
have  resulted  from  the  fear  produced  by  the  awful  gloom  and 
confined  atmosphere  of  this  dismal  palace  of  the  dead*  One 
July  of  our  party  was  carried  out  almost  suffocated  and  partially 
paralyzed. 

Nothing  was  found  in  the  pyramid  when  opened  by  Oaliph 
Mahmoud,  A.  D.  850,  but  the  empty,  lidless  sarcophagus  of  the 
once  mighty,  but  now  unknown,  builder  of  this  vast  sepulchral 
monument. 

With  the  aid  of  two  or  three  Arabs  you  can  ascend  to  the  top 
of  Oheops,  and  enjoy  one  of  the  grandest  views  on  earth. 
Beneath  your  feet  repose  the  dead  of  forty  centuries.  To  the 
north  you  have  the  meanderings  of  the  Nile  through  the  ever- 
green Delta ;  to  the  west,  the  desert — ^the  great  African  desert 
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— the  very  BTiionjin  of  ntter  desolation ;  to  the  south,  Mem* 
phis  and  her  pyramids,  where  Joseph  ruled  the  land  under  her 
most  powerful  and  wisest  Pharaoh ;  and  to  the  east  you  oan 
see  the  little  island  of  Bodah,  where  it  is  said  Moses  was  f  omid 
in  his  ^^  ark  of  bulrushes ;"  and  beyond,  Oairo,  with  its  numer- 
ous domias  and  minarets ;  and  stiU  beyond,  the  citadel  where 
the  Mamelukes  were  massacred  by  order  of  Mohanmied  Ali, 
March  1,  1811. 

And  the  interest  of  this  panorama  is  heightened  by  the  asso- 
ciations it  awakens.  You  stand  upon  a  monument  whose  hia* 
tory  is  lost  in  mysteiy ;  dating  back,  at  least,  to  the  patriarchal 
age ;  which  must  have  witnessed  the  conquest  of  the  country 
by  Darius,  Oambyses,  and  Alexander ;  which  was  a  problem  to 
Pythagoras,  Strabo,  and  Herodotus ;  on  which  the  Cleopatras, 
Ptolemies,  and  Oswars  must  have  gazed  with  amazement ;  and 
which  inspired  the  army  of  the  great  Napoleon  with  ardor  when 
battling  beneath  its  shadow. 

Many  theories  have  been  advanced  touching  the  age  and  ob- 
ject of  the  pyramids.  Josephus,  and  other  ancient  historianfl^ 
were  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  them  were  built  by  the 
Hebrews  during  their  oppression,  which  is  very  plausible,  as 
several  near  Memphis  are  composed  of  large  sun-dried  brick, 
made  without  straw. 

Another  theory  is  that  the  Great  Pyramid  was  constructed 
by  Joseph  when  governor  of  Egypt  The  celebrated  archso- 
ologist,  OoL  Howard  Yyse,  has  discovered  upon  some  of  the 
stones  of  this  pyramid  certain  hieroglyphics  that  answer  to  the 
name  of  Shoofoo — ^rendered  by  Herodotus  Oheops,  and  Suphii 
by  Manetho,  but  which  is  in  reality  the  identical  name  of  Joseph 
the  Hebrew.  It  is,  therefore,  inferred  that  Joseph,  during  the 
long  famine,  when  he  gathered  the  people  into  the  dties,  and 
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was  compelled  to  feed  and  find  them  employment,  engaged 
them  in  the  construction  of  this  grand  monument,  perhaps  for 
astronomical  purposes,  or  as  a  depository  for  valuable  records ; 
and  that,  by  order  of  Pharaoh,  he  was  buried  in  it  at  his 
death,  and  when  his  people  returned  to  Canaan  they  carried 
his  remains  with  them,  which  will  account  for  the  empty 
sarcophagus,  and  the  pyramid  being  closed  again  after  first 
opened. 

It  is  also  a  singular  coincidence  that  the  description  given  by 
Herodotus  of  Cheops  answers  exactly  the  character  of  Joseph ; 
who,  he  says,  closed  the  temples '  of  the  Egyptians,  and  for- 
cibly employed  the  people  in  building  this  pyramid ;  and  that 
the  same  cartouch  found  here  above  the  king's  chamber,  con- 
taining the  name  of  Suphis,  has  been  discovered  in  Wady 
Magharah,  on  the  route  of  the  Israelites  through  the  wilderness 
of  Sinai. 

Josephus^  speaks  of  the  ancients  erecting  two  pillars  for  the 
preservation  of  the  early  history  of  the  world,  and  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  heavenly  bodies ;  one  of  stone  in  Egypt,  which  may 
apply  to  this  pyramid ;  the  other  of  brick,  '^  in  the  land  of 
Siriad,"  which  may  refer  to  the  Temple  of  Belus.  And  as 
the  Pyramid  of  Cheops  was  originally  beautifully  cased  with 
marble  and  covered  with  hieroglyphics,  may  it  not  have  been 
constructed  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  a  tomb  or  depositoiy 
for  valuable  records,  and  also  as  a  historical  and  astronomical 
monument  of  the  wisdom  of  the  andents,  their  knowledge  of 
the  heavenly  bodies,  and  their  discoveries  in  the  natural 
sciences — so  in  case  the  world  should  be  destroyed  again  by 
water  or  fire,  some  account  of  its  history  and  inventions  might 
l^  oxeserved?    The  other  pyramids,  being  of  a  later  date,  were 

I  Antiquities,  i,  % 
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probably  erected  in  imitation  of  this  one^  and  evidently  ai 
tombfi  of  royalty. 

Bat  the  most  durions  theoiy  is  that  advanced  by  Piasd 
Smyth,  Professor  of  Astronomy  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
bargh,  and  those  who  adopt  his  views.  From  certain  calcnla* 
tion  based  npon  a  granite  ^  boss,"  or  projection  on  one  of  the 
stones  in  the  vestibule  of  the  king's  chamber,  which  they  regard 
as  astandard  for  the  inch  and  cubit,  they  claim  that  this  pyramid 
was  built  by  inspiration,  the  same  as  Solomon's  Temple  or 
Noah's  Ark,  under  the  direction  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
universe,  for  astronomical  purposes,  and  as  a  physical  revelar 
tion — ^to  determine  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes,  the  sun's 
mean  distance  from  the  earth,  the  cardinal  points  of  the  earth's 
astronomical  axis,  the  interval  between  its  erection  and  the 
second  coming  of  Christ,  and  many  other  mysteries  of  the 
moral  and  material  universe. 

A  symbolical  meaning  is  also  attached  to  almost  eveiy  por- 
tion of  the  structure.  The  long,  narrow  gangway  by  which 
you  enter,  is  interpreted  to  represent  the  Jewish  dispensation ; 
the  grand  galleiy,  the  Christian  Church ;  the  king's  chamber, 
the  heavenly  world ;  and  the  sarcophagus,  or  coffer  therein, 
the  throne  of  the  EtemaL  It  is  also  claimed  that  the  ^^well" 
leading  down  to  the  base  of  the  pyramid  represents  the  way  to 
perdition ;  the  souterrain  or  cavern  below,  hades  or  the  grave ; 
the  inclining  wall,  the  impending  judgment  of  God ;  and  the 
supposed  tomb  of  Cheops,  far  down  in  the  solid  rock,  hell,  or 
the  prison  of  the  danmed*  All  which  we  regard  as  veiy 
apocryphal :  nothing  more  than  ^^  extravagant  nonsense." 
If  one  is  allowed  to  establish  his  own  standard  of  weights  and 
measurements,  he  can  prove  almost  anything  from  it ;  and  this 
whole  argument  reminds  me  of  the  absurd  speculationa  con 
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ceming  Jacob's  pillow,  or  the  "  Stone  of  Destiny  "  in  the  coro- 
tiation  cliair  of  England. 

Five  minutes'  walk  from  this  unsolved  problem  is  another 
equally  as  wonderftil.  "We  refer  to  the  colossal  Sphinx.  This 
enigma  of  history,  which  recent  discoveries  show  to  be  older 


than  the  pyramids,  has  the  head  of  a  man  and  tlie  body  of  a 
lion  in  a  recumbent  posture — a  combination  of  great  wisdom 
and  strength. 

According  to  the  legend,  this  fabulous  monster  visited  difEer- 
ent  cities,  propounding  certain  riddles,  wliieh  if  the  people 
felled  to  guess,  they  were  at  once  destroyed,  with  their  city. 
Finally  this  nondescript  came  to  Egypt  with  the  conundrum. 
What  qnimal  is  it  that  walks  on  four  legs  in  the  morning,  on 
two  at  noon,  and  three  at  niglit  "i  They  called  together  their 
seers,  and  the  answer  was  m^n  ;  wlio  in  his  infancy,  or  morn- 
ing of  life,  creeps  upon  his  hands  and  feet;  in  his  ineridiau. 


58  BIBLE  LAND& 

standB  erect ;  and  in  his  old  age,  or  evening  of  life,  leans  npoo 
his  staff  for  support.  The  question  having  been  answered,  the 
Sphinx,  so  the  story  rtins,  immediatelj  destroyed  itself,  or  was 
tnmed  into  stone,  as  it  now  appears. 

This  gigantic  idol,  the  local  deity  of  the  old  Egyptians,  is 
perhaps  the  largest  image  ever  worshiped.  The  body  measures 
one  hnndred  and  forty  feet  long,  not  including  the  fore  paws, 
which  extended  about  fifty  feet  in  front,  and  between  which 
stood  the  altar,  from  which  the  smoke  of  incense  went  up  into 
its  huge  nostrils.  The  head,  including  the  hebnet,  is  one  hun- 
dred and  two  feet  in  circumference,  and  the  body,  just  back  of 
the  neck,  forty  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  all  cut  out  of  one  block 
of  stone,  in  siiUy  being  a  portion  of  the  native  limestone  rock 
that  here  crops  out  of  the  desert 

The  features  are  purely  Egyptian,  and  the  red  paint  can  still 
be  seen  upon  the  face  and  neck.  What  events  have  transpired 
under  those  sightless  eyes  which  look  out  so  pensively  and  wist- 
fully, as  if  they  had  some  great  secret  to  reveal  I  Ah,  could 
those  thick  lips  speak,  what  volumes  they  would  relate  I  What 
mysteries  they  would  unravel!  What  a  flood  of  light  they 
would  pour  upon  the  early  history  of  our  race  1  Alas,  they 
are  sealed  forever!  Here  this  representative  of  royalty  has 
patiently  reclined  for  four  thousand  years,  watching  with  sleep- 
less vigilance  the  ashes  of  the  mighty  dead  reposing  beneath 
its  gaze.  One  cannot  but  feel  a  degree  of  reverence  for  this 
monster  idol  when  he  considers  its  great  antiquity ;  that  it  has 
witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  greatest  empires  of  earth,  is 
older  than  the  pyramids,  and  yet  reclines  upon  its  stony  couch 
to-day,  as  it  did  before  a  verse  in  the  Bible  was  written,  when 
darkness  prevailed  over  the  land,  and  the  Nile,  at  its  base, 
poured  down  rivers  of  blood. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

lOMPBJBf  THE  NOFH  OF  80BIFTUBB. 

loyal  Olty  of  (Mrii— Scene  of  the  Miracles  of  Moaea— Stetne  of  Bameaea  IL-^Ne* 
cropdia  of  Bgjpt— Ifnmmj  Pita — Viotima  of  DiTine  Vengeance — ^Folfillme&l 
of  FtvphBoy — ^Hanaoleom  of  Apia — Grand  Temple  of  Serapia — Tomb  of  Tib 
^Intereating  Sonlptiirea. 

SITUATED  on  the  westem  bank  of  the  Nile,  a  few  miles 
sonth  of  the  PyramidB  of  Ghizeh,  is  Memphis,  the  Noph  of 
Scriptare,  f onnded  bj  Menes,  the  first  recorded  King  of  Egypt, 
and  for  a  thonsand  years  the  capital  of  the  old  monarchy,  and 
the  most  magnificent  city  in  Egypt.  It  was  here  Joseph  served 
as  governor,  and  Pharaoh  reigned  in  the  days  of  Moses  and 
the  patriarchs ;  and  no  donbt  some  of  the  buildings  whose  rains 
may  still  be  seen  in  this  vicinity  were  constracted  by  the  He- 
brews during  their  long  bondage.  The  embankments  that  once 
protected  the  city  from  the  inundations  of  the  river  have  ages 
ago  been  washed  away,  and  the  rich  .alluvial  deposits  of  twenty 
centuries  have  weU-nigh  obliterated  the  site  of  this  once  cele- 
biated  place,  and  a  beautiful  grove  of  date-bearing  palm-trees 
now  wave  their  long,  feathery  branches  over  the  tomb  of  the 
dty  of  Osiris.  Scarcely  a  vestige  remains  of  the  grand  tem- 
ples that  were  once  the  chief  glory  of  Memphis.  Some 
blocks  of  granite,  broken  columns,  mounds  of  sun-dried  brick, 
massive  foundations,  and  a  colossal  statue  of  Sameses  11.,  lying 
with  his  face  in  a  pool  of  water,  as  if  bemoaning  the  departure 
of  his  glory  and  the  fate  of  his  kingdom,  are  all  that  remain 
by  which  the  place  can  now  be  identified. 
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This  Btatue,  originallj  about  fifty  feet  inghy  waa  one  of  two 
that  stood*  in  front  of  the  great  gate- way  leading  to  the  grano 
temple  of  Fhtah  or  Osiris.  An  amnlet  is  suspended  from  the 
neck,  somewhat  like  the  breastplate  of  the  high-priest  among 
the  Jews,  and  the  name  of  Bameses  the  Great  may  still  be 
seen  engraved  upon  his  girdle,  and  on  the  scroll  which  he  holds 
in  his  hand.  The  face  is  well  preserved,  looks  youthful,  and 
by  many  is  considered  beautiful. 

A  life-size  figure  of  his  daughter  is  represented  standing  by 
his  side,  which  possesses  additional  interest  from  the  fact  that 
this  is  probably  the  Pharaoh's  daughter  who  adopted  Moses ; 
and  his  son,  Menephtah,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  empire,  and 
whose  statue  may  be  seen  in  the  museum  at  Oairo,  is  supposed 
to  be  the  Pharaoh  of  the  Exodus  who  pursued  the  Israelitee^ 
and  was  destroyed  with  the  Egyptians  iA  the  Bed  Sea. 

The  present  condition  of  Memphis  fulfills  almost  literally 
the  predictions  of  the  Jewish  prophets  concerning  her:  ^^ I  will 
destroy  the  idols  out  of  Noph ;  .  .  .  the  pomp  of  her  strength 
shall  cease ;  •  .  .  a  doud  shall  cover  her,  for  Noph  shall  be 
waste  and  desolate,  without  an  inhabitant."  * 

Directly  back  of  these  ruins — ^back  of  the  forest  of  palm- 
trees — ^and  about  four  miles  back  from  the  river,  you  strike  the 
great  Libyan  desert  and  the  Necropolis  of  Memphis.  The 
contrast  between  the  green  valley  of  the  Nile  and  the  bleak 
African  desert  is  like  that  of  life  and  death;  making  it  an  ap- 
propriate sepulcher  for  the  myriads  that  repose  beneath  its 
shadowing  wings. 

This  vast  cemetery,  the  oldest  and  largest  in  the  worlds 
extending  from  the  Pyramids  of  Ghizeh  on  the  north  to  those 
of  Dashur  on  the  south,  a  distance  of  perhaps  twenty  miles, 

■  Ezek.  xxx^  18-18;  Jer.  xlri,  19. 
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is  estimated  to  contain  at  least  tweutj-flve  million  human 
bodies,  besides  innumerable  ibises  and  embalmed  animals.  In 
strolling  through  this  metropolis  of  the  dead  one  is  shocked  at 
the  number  of  skulls  and  otlier  human  remains  that  He  bleach- 
ing in  the  son ;  often  the  head  or  feet  of  a  mummy  protrud- 
ing from  the  sand,  and  the  desert  around  strewn  with  arms  and 
legs,  hands  and  feet,  sometimes  whole  bodies,  still  wrapped  in 
their  winding  sheets,  calling  vividly  to  mind  Ezekiel's  vision 
of  dry  bones,  for  "  Behold,  there  were  very  many  .  .  .  and, . 
lo,  they  were  very  dry,"  and  continually  prompting  the  in- 
quiry, "  Can  these  bones  live  ? "  and  the  answer,  "  O  Lord  God, 
thou  knowest." ' 


We  entered  several  pits  that  appeared  to  be  the  burial-places 
for  the  lower  daasee,  and  found  long  galleries  cut  in  the  lime- 
stone rock  that  underlies  the  desert,  filled  with  mummies  piled 
one  upon  another  six  and  eight  courses  deep,  like  cord-wood, 
all  carefully  embalmed,  and  looking  as  fresh  as  if  laid  but  yes- 
terday in  their  quiet  tombs ;  and  yet  these  countless  thousands 
were  the  men  and  women  who  lived  in  the  days  of  Abraham 
and  Joseph  and  Moses ! 

We  spent  hours  in  going  from  pit  to  pit,  wandering  through 
the  courts  of  death  between  walls  of  human  mummies,  some  beau- 
tifully encased,  with  their  arms  folded  across  their  breasts,  hold- 

'  Ezek.  iiivii,  S. 
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ing  Bome  little  charm  or  idol  in  their  embracei  just  as  they  were 
laid  to  rest  by  loving  friends  three  or  four  thonsand  years  aga 
Andy  what  is  most  revolting,  the  natives  are  using  these  mnm- 
mies  for  fuel,  and  fertilizing  their  fields  with  the  dnst  and  ashes 
of  their  ancestors  1  Even  stripping  them  of  their  winding- 
sheets,  and  sending  cargoes  of  the  linen  wrappings  to  Europe 
aud  America  for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Some  of  the  linen 
was  of  the  finest  texture,  over  five  hundred  threads  to  each 
inch  of  warp. 

For  scientific  purposes  we  examined  many  of  these  remains, 
and  to  our  surprise  found  them  mostly  young  persons,  their 
heads  thickly  coated  with  straight  black  hair,  all  their  teeth 
sound,  their  bodies  well  proportioned  and  of  full  habit,  as  if 
they  had  died  suddenly.  They  also  appeared  to  have  been  em- 
balmed hastily — simply  wrapped  in  swathing  bands  and  dipped 
in  common  pitch  or  bitumen. 

As  it  was  here,  or  near  this,  that  Moses  wrought  his  miracles 
before  Pharaoh,  and  as  this  was  the  Necropolis  for  all  Egypt, 
may  not  some  of  these  be  the  victims  of  divine  wrath  who 
perished  on  that  eventful  night,  when  the  destroying  angel 
swept  through  the  land,  cutting  off  ^^  the  first-bom,"  the  flower 
and  hope  of  the  family,  in  every  Egyptian  household  f  And 
may  not  Hosea  have  reference  to  this  visitation  when  he  says : 
^  Egypt  shall  gather  them  up ;  Memphis  shall  bury  them." ' 
How  solemn  the  reflection  1 

In  the  center  of  this  Necropolis  are  the  pyramids  of  Sakifra, 
the  royal  tombs  of  the  Memphite  kings,  bald  with  age,  and 
looking  as  old  as  the  sand  hills  among  which  they  stand.  There 
are  eleven  in  the  group,  the  largest  of  which  is  curiously  built 
in  stages  or  terraces  diminishing  as  they  go  up,  and  is  claimed 

^  Hosea  ix,  6. 
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to  be  the  most  ancient  monument  in  tlie  world,  which  seems 
plausible,  as  HemphiB  Btgnities  the  City  of  the  Pyramids,  or 
home  of  the  dead,  and  may  have  derived  its  name  from  this 
venerable  ruin. 

Ten  minutes'  walk  over  the  ridge  to  the  north  of  this  Pyra- 
(nid  brings  you  to  the  Serapeum  or  Mausoleum  of  Apis,  a  most 
remarkable  ruin,  and  until  within 
a  few  years  buried  to  the  depth  of 
seventy  feet  beneath  the  ever-drift- 
ingsands.    Apis,  or  the  sacred  bull, 
was  regarded  as  the  incarnation  of 
Osiris,  the  god  of  the  Nile,  and 
greatest  divinity  in  Egypt.    Mem-  , 
phis  was  the  seat  of  his  worship, 
and  the  Serapeum  his  place  of 
burial      Here   is   a   vast   temple  * 

twelve  hundred  feet  long,  excavated  in  the  solid  rock,  over 
which  once  stood  the  temple  o£  Scrapie,  where  the  sacred 
dibit  and  other  symbols  were  kept,  and  funeral  services  held — 
a  still  more  elegant  edifice,  now  entirely  gone,  as  is  also  the 
avenue  of  sphinxes  that  led  up  to  its  grand  portal.  Open- 
ing out  of  this  subterranean  tomb  to  the  right  and  left,  but 
never  directly  opposite  one  another,  are  long  rows  of  large 
vaulted  recesses  or  mortuary  chapels  hewn  also  out  of  the  native 
rock,  in  each  of  which  is  a  colossal  sarcophagus,  thirteen  feet 
long  by  eight  wide  and  eleven  high,  all  but  the  lid  cut  out  of 
a  solid  block  of  red,  gray,  or  black  granite,  polished  beautifully. 
An  idea  of  the  immense  size  of  these  sarcophagi  may  be  had, 
when  I  state  that  five  of  us  ascended  by  a  ladder  to  the  top  of 
one,  the  lid  of  which  was  partly  removed,  and  then  by  the  aid 
of  another  ladder  we  descended  into  the  interior,  and  could  stand 
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eroct  in  it  and  walk  about  with  ease,  there  being  room  enough 
for  afi  many  more.  Some  of  the  sarcophagi  bear  hieroglyphic 
inscriptions  by  whicl*  their  date  may  be  determined,  and  the 
side  walls  of  the  chapels  are  covered  with  inscribed  tablets  or 
ex  voioa^  giving  full  details  of  the  age,  death,  and  burial  of  the 
Apis,  and  the  persons  present  on  the  occasion*  Ten  of  these 
sarcophagi  appear  never  to  have  been  nsed ;  they  are  in  the 
vaults  with  their  lids  lying  by  their  sides,  but  for  some  cause 
have  never  been  occnpied.  Here,  in  this  grand  Mausoleum, 
the  Apis  mummies  were  deposited ;  here  they  reposed,  not  in 
regal,  but  divine,  state ;  and  in  the  magnificent  temple  of  Ser- 
apis  the  sacred  bull  through  long  centuries  was  worshiped 
with  greater  pomp  than  any  other  god  in  Egypt  I 

A  little  to  the  north-east  of  the  Serapeum  is  the  Tomb  of 
Tih,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  preserved  in  Egypt,  dating  back 
to  the  fifth  dynasty  of  the  old  empire,  at  least  four  thousand 
years,  and  yet  the  walls  are  as  plumb  and  straight  as  if  the 
work  of  yesterday.  Tih  was  a  priest  of  Memphis,  and  appears 
to  have  been  a  man  of  great  wealth.  No  description  of  ours 
can  do  justice  to  this  beautiful  tomb.  The  whole  interior  is 
covered  with  paintings  and  sculpture  in  bass-relief,  representing 
all  the  events  of  note  in  his  life,  and  all  the  customs  of  the  old 
Egyptians.  In  one  hall  Tih  is  pictured  with  his  wife  and  sons, 
overseeing  his  servants  at  work  on  his  farm.  In  the  foreground 
cattle  are  browsing  in  the  meadows,  oxen  plowing  in  the  fields, 
md  others  treading  out  the  grain.  In  the  distance  may  be  seen 
•lie  river,  with  boats  sailing,  men  fishing,  and  birds  of  all  kinds 
on  the  water  or  flying  through  the  air.  On  another  sculpture 
servants  may  be  seen  reaping  the  harvest  under  the  eye  of 
their  task-masters,  others  bindijig  up  the  sheaves,  and  others 
again  gatlieriug  them  into  heaps  with  three-pronged  forks,  very 
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mach  after  the  preaent  at^le.  And  in  other  apartments  his 
nnmerous  frieada  are  represented  brin^;ing  their  ofEerings  of 
iMcen,  fmita,  vegetables,  and  other  articles,  for  the  amuveraar; 
ceremonies  in  honor  of  the  dead.  All  the  fignres  are  fall  (d 
life,  of  exquisite  workmanship,  aad  the  coloring  remarkably 
freah. 

Tih  evidently  looked  upon  this  life  as  tranutoiy,  and  the  fn- 
tnre  as  eternal  His  farm  boJldingB  where  he  resided,  as  here 
shown,  though  elegantly  designed  and  richly  decorated,  are 
constmcted  of  wood  and  other  periBbable  materials ;  while  hia 
tomb,  which  was  also  boilt  during  his  life-time,  is  constmct«d 
of  stone  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  as  if  designed  to 
last  forever.  It  is  also  a  noteworthy  faet  that  all  symbolical 
representations  of  the  resurrection  of  the  human  body,  and  the 
life  of  the  soul  in  the  great  future,  bo  common  on  Egyptian 
monoments,  are  wanting  here,  and  are  never  found  on  tombs  of 
the  old  Empire  prior  to  the  settlement  of  the  Hebrews  in 

Egypt- 
There  are  many  other  temples  and  tombs  in  this  vicinity,  bat 
they  are  mostly  rendered  inaccessible  by  the  sand  drifts  that 
for  so  many  ages  have  preserved  these  works  of  antiqni^. 
Tmlj  "saith  the  Lord,  ...  I  will  make  the  land  of  Egypt 
ntteriy  waste  and  desolate,  from  the  tower  of  Syene  even  anto 
tlie  border  of  Ethiopia." ' 

>  SatkM  nlz,  S-KK 


CHAPTER  V. 

THEBEB,  THE  NO-'AMOK    OF  THE  BIBLB. 

Htndrad-gitod  Thebes^Withoiit  Wall  or  Oates— Land  of  the  Winged  Glol»— 
Grand  Templea  of  Kamak  and  Luxor— Sfanilaiity  to  the  Temple  of  SokmoQ— 
Igyptlan   Idola— Hbtorio    flonlptiue— Medeenet   Haboo— The  Bamcaimn 
Ooloaaal  Statue  of  Barneses  IL-— The  Vocal  Menmon— Tombs  of  the  Kingsi 

THEBES,  the  No-Amon  of  the  Bible,  long  the  capital  of 
Upper  Egypt,  and  rival  of  Memphis  and  Nineveh,  was 
gitaated  on  both  banks  of  the  Nile,  abont  six  hnndied  miles 
from  the  sea.  Its  early  history  is  involved  in  mnch  obscnrity, 
there  being  no  reliable  records  preserved  beyond  the  eight- 
eenth dynasty,  B.  0. 1500. 

Btrabo,  Diodoms,  and  other  ancient  historians  speak  in  the 
most  glowing  terms  of  the  wealth,  power,  and  magnificence  of 
this  city,  and  Homer  has  immortalized  it  as  ^^  hundred-gated 
Thebes."  The  poet  mnst  have  had  reference  to  the  propylsB, 
or  gates  of  her  nnmerons  temples  and  palaces,  as  recent  re- 
searches prove  condnsively  that  the  city  never  could  have  been 
inclosed  with  walls,  that  the  river  was  always  its  principal  de- 
fense ;  and,  what  is  remarkable,  the  Scriptores  clearly  state 
this  fact.  A  correct  rendering  of  the  description  of  this  dty 
as  given  by  the  Prophet  Nahnm,*  represents  it  as  situated  on 
the  river — ^that  is,  on  the  river  Nile — ^there  being  no  other 
river  in  Egypt — having  "the  waters  round  about  it,"  .  .  . 
'^  whose  ramparts  were  the  sea-like  river,  and  her  walls  the 
sea-like  river."    And  if  the  old  Grecian  bard  had  consulted 

>  Nahnrn  ffi,  8. 
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the  Bible,  he  probably  would  not  hare  been  guilty  of  the 
above  misnomer. 

A  large  portion  of  Thebee  was  bmlt  on  an  island  in  the 
midBt  of  the  river,  and  the  other  portions  were  snrronnded  by 


deep,  wide  canals,  which  may  etill  be  traced,  bo  that  the  place 
literally  was  "  among  the  rivers,"  and  of  great  strength. 

Abont  all  that  remains  of  this  once  popnlons  city,  east  of 
the  river,  are  the  world-renowned  ruina  of  her  grand  temples 
at  Karnak  and  Lnxor — two  modem  villages  that  have  spnmg 
ap  nnder  the  shadow  of  these  unrivaled  edifices. 

The  temples  of  Thebes  were  stono  structures  of  the  most 
massive  workmanship,  but  the  city  proper  was  built  of  eun- 
dried  bricks,  and,  owing  to  tlie  annual  tnnndations  of  the  Nile, 
has  long  since  crumbled  to  dust,  and  is  now  buried  from  ten  to 
twenty  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  plain.     And  we  fear 
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the  flame  fate  awaits  her  more  enduring  monxunentfl,  as  the  bed 
of  the  river  and  whole  valley  of  the  Lower  Nile  are  gradually 
filling  up  from  the  deposits  left  by  each  overflow ;  and  the 
water,  saturated  with  niter,  now  comes  up  every  season  several 
feet  in  her  temples,  and  is  slowly  but  surely  eating  away  their 
foundations,  and  in  time  must  utterly  destroy  the  last  vestige 
of  Egypt's  once  splendid  metropolis. 

The  great  Temple  of  E^ar- 
nak,  dedicated  to  Amon,  the 
Egyptian  Jupiter,  and  presid- 
ing divinity  of  Thebes,  is  situ- 
ated about  half  a  mile  east  of 
the  river,  and  one  mile  and  a 
half  north  of  the  temple  at 
Luxor,  the  two  having  origi- 
nally been  connected  by  an  avenue  of  colossal  statues  and 
ram-headed  sphinxes. 

Any  description  we  might  attempt  of  this,  the  grandest 
monumental  work  ever  executed  by  man,  must  fall  so  far 
short  of  the  reality  that  we  hesitate  even  to  approach  the 
subject  To  describe  in  detail  a  single  column  of  this  edifice 
would  fill  a  volume.  And  yet  no  two  of  the  forest  of  colmnns 
that  adorn  this  immense  building  are  alike — ^the  sculpture, 
coloring,  and  inscriptions  on  each  being  difierent. 

The  temple  area  was  a  square  of  about  ninety  acres,  one 
third  of  which  was  covered  by  the  buildings  of  the  temple 
proper.  Leading  to  this  sacred  inclosure  were  twelve  principal 
gates  facing  the  four  cardinal  points,  three  upon  each  side,  one 
within  the  other  at  regular  distances,  and  connected  by  colon- 
nades or  avenues  of  sphinxes.  These  gate-ways  to  her  temples 
are  among  the  grandest  remains  in  Egypt.    They  generally 
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oonsist  of  two  lofty  pyramidal  towers  of  massiye  masonry,  with 
the  pylon,  or  portal,  between  them.  Obelisks  and  colossal 
stataes  usually  stood  on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  and  on  the 
stone  lintel  over  the  pylon,  cat  in  alto-relievo,  was  always  to  be 
seen  that  mysterions  symbol  of  divinity  and  eternity,  a  globe 
with  two  large,  outspread  wings.  May  not  Isaiah  refer  to  this 
figure  when  he  speaks  of  ^^  The  land  shadowing  with  wingSi" ' 
which  literally  means  the  land  of  the  winged  globe  t 
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In  approaching  the  Kamak  temple  from  the  west,  you  first 
ascend  a  raised  platform,  passing  over  which,  imder  the  gaze 
of  a  double  row  of  colossal  sphinxes,  much  mutilated,  you 
oome  to  the  outer  propylon,  an  immense  gate-way  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  feet  front  by  fifty  deep,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  feet  high,  through  which  you  enter  a  court  about 
three  hundred  feet  square,  with  covered  corridors  along  the 
sides,  and  the  remains  of  a  colonnade  down  the  center.  This 
brings  you  to  a  second  gate-way  almost  as  large  as  the  first, 
guarded  by  two  cydopean  statues  of  Bameses  IL  Passing 
this  pylon,  the  lintel  of  which  is  one  stone  over  forty  feet  long, 
you  emerge  into  the  grand  hall  of  Sethi  L,  father  of  Bameses 
the  Great,  and  supposed  to  be  the  Pharaoh  Joseph  served  as 
governor.  This,  perhaps  the  grandest  hall  ever  constructed 
by  the  genius  of  man,  certainly  the  grandest  of  all  the  monu- 
ments in  Egypt,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet  long  by 
cue  hundred  and  seventy  wide,  and  in  the  dear-story  eighty 

>  bidah  xviii,  1. 
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feet  liigb.  The  Btone  ceiling,  resting  on  stone  girders,  is  sup- 
ported by  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  immense  columns,  the 
largest  sixty-six  feet  high  without  the  base,  and  within  a  few 
inches  of  thirty-six  feet  in  circumference,  the  smallest  over 
forty-two  feet  high  and  tweuty-eight  feet  in  circumference,  all 
beautifully  sculptured,  with  capitals  representing  the  full-blown 
lotus  and  papyrus.     The  effect  when  one  first  enters  this  gor- 


geous hall  is  so  bewildering  that  you  involuntarily  exclaim, 
Wonderful !    wonderful ! 

Continuing  through  the  "  Hall  of  Columns,"  and  passing 
another  massive  gate-way,  near  which  stands  a  graceful  obelisk 
dedicated  to  Thothmes  I.,  you  enter  an  inner  court  surrounded 
by  a  peristyle  of  twenty-eight  giant  Osiride  pillars,  represent- 
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^  ing  Ofliris,  with  arms  croased  upon  his  bieasty  holding  in  one 

hand  the  knotted  soonrge,  and  in  the  other  the  key  of  the 
Kile  or  symbol  of  life.  In  this  oonrt  once  stood  two  red 
granite  obelisks  ninety-two  feet  high  and  eight  square — the 
largest  in  Egypt,  if  not  in  the  world.  One  lies  broken  on  the 
pavement,  shattered  to  fragments  apparently  by  lightning ;  the 
other  still  stands  erect,  as  if  defying  the  thunder*bolt  that  laid 
its  comrade  in  the  dnst 

Passing  yet  another  pylon  and  two  smaller  obelisks,  yon 
come  to  the  Banctnaiy  itself,  within  which  was  the  ^^  Holy  of 
Holies,"  the  abode  of  Amon.  This  is  the  oldest  and  most 
sacred  portion  of  the  temple,  belonging  to  the  twelfth 
dynasty,  B.O.  2000;  but  owing  to  its  ruinous  condition,  it 
affords  little  satisfaction  to  the  visitor.  Still  beyond  this  is 
another  court,  then  comes  the  columnar  edifice  of  Thothmes 
m.,  the  Hall  of  Ancestors,  and  many  smaller  chapels,  all  fast 
going  to  decay.  But,  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  this  magnifi 
cent  temple,  you  must  wander  through  its  long  colonnades,  ex- 
plore its  mysterious  passages,  reconstruct  its  demolished  parts, 
replace  its  idols,  rekindle  the  fires  upon  its  altars,  re-people  its 
courts  with  thousands  of  devout  worshipers,  study  the  religious 
and  historic  scenes  pictured  upon  its  walls,  finally,  ascend  to  its 
highest  pinnacle  and  take  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  whole  vast 
structure,  and  then,  but  not  tin  then,  will  you  be  able  to  com- 
prehend the  magnitude  and  grandeur  of  the  great  Temple  of 
Kamak !  We  have  been  thus  particular  in  describing  Kamak, 
because  this  magnificent  edifice  was  erected  when  Joseph  ruled 
the  land ;  and  as  he  had  charge  of  all  internal  improvements^ 
Jacob's  favorite  son  may  have  been  the  architect  of  this^the 
grandest  temple  in  the  world. 

This  main  temple  was  but  the  oenter  of  a  qnrtem  of  many 
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smaller  onee,  dedicated  to  different  divinitieB.  In  one  of  them 
we  f  omid  the  unage  of  a  oolossal  hawk,  the  symbol  of  Amon, 
and  of  Ba,  the  physical  snn.  The  reigning  king  was  con- 
sidered the  snn  of  Egypt,  and  regard^  as  the  offspring  of  the 
snn,  and  hence  was  called  Pharaoh,  from  ^^Phra,"  the  snn. 
In  another  laige  temple  the  only  idols  fonnd  were  abont  fifty 
cats ;  and  in  another,  the  floor  of  which  was  alabaster,  we  fonnd 
nothing  but  a  hnge  monkey  in  black  basalt,  or,  as  Darwin  would 
say,  man  in  one  of  his  early  stages  of  development  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  for  this  development  theory,  all  the  speci- 
mens of  the  early  Egyptians  thus  far  discovered  show  a  much 
more  perfect  and  better-developed  race  than  the  present  gen- 
eration— ^that  they  are  physically  degenerating  rather  than  pro- 
gressing, and  without  the  aid  of  divine  grace  are  more  likely 
to  retrograde  to  monkeys  with  tails  than  ever  to  advance  to 
angels  with  wings  by  any  mere  process  of  evolution,  though 
continued  through  countless  ages. 

And  is  it  not  unaccountably  strange  that  a  people  capable  of 
building  such  wonderful  %pd  enduring  monuments  should  be 
so  superstitious  and  degraded  as  to  worship  such  deities  as 
birds,  cats,  monkeys,  and  the  like  ! 

As  Strabo  observed,  Thebes  had  many  temples,  but  we  omit 
details,  as  there  was  a  great  similarity  in  Egyptian  temples. 
There  was  also  a  striking  resemblance  in  them  to  the  Temple 
of  Solomon. 

They  aU  had  their  %<mcbwm  Bom/storwrn^  or  most  holy  place, 
the  abode  of  the  deity  to  whom  the  temple  was  dedicated,  and 
into  which  not  even  the  high  priest  was  allowed  to  enter. 
This  was  located  in  the  center  or  at  one  end  of  the  sanctuary, 
which  was  overhung  with  rich  white  drapery,  b'ke  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  Jews.    In  this  sanctuary  stood  the  altar  of  incense, 
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-where  the  priests  officiated,  and  here  was  kept  the  sacred  ark 
containiiig  the  golden  sistrom,  or  emblem  of  the  deity.  This 
bnilding,  which  stood  alone,  was  surrounded  by  many  small 
chapels,  dedicated  to  different  gods,  and  used  for  different  pur- 
poses. Then  came  the  outer  courts,  halls,  and  other  temples, 
the  votive  offerings  of  successive  kings  through  many  gen- 
erations, in  acknowledgment  of  mercies  received,  victories 
achieved,  or  some  great  event  in  their  reign ;  the  whole  being 
inclosed  with  strong  high  walls.  One  pecuHar  feature  of 
Egyptian  temples  is,  the  largest  and  grandest  halls  are  the 
farthest  removed  from  the  sanctuary,  as  each  successive  Pha- 
raoh endeavored  to  outrival  his  predecessors. 

These  temples  are  all  profusely  decorated ;  the  ceilings  are 
often  of  azure  blue,  studded  with  golden  stars ;  and  every  wall 
and  column,  architrave  and  frieze,  statue  and  obelisk,  covered 
with  pictorial  representations  in  sculpt- 
ure or  painting  of  every  important 
event  in  the  history  of  their  nation  or 
career  of  their  kings.  So  we  have 
here  the  history  of  the  oldest  nation 
in  the  world,  beautifully  preserved  in 
bass-reliefs  and  hieroglyphics,  so  legi- 
bly written  that  both  the  learned  and 
illiterate  can  read  it  without  difficulty. 

Among  the  many  beautiful  historic 
scenes  here  presented  is  one  on  the 
outer  wall  of  the  grand  hall,  repre- 
senting the  conquest  of  Palestine  by 
Shishonk  I.,  the  Shishak  of  Scripture, 
who,  after  taking  Jerusalem  and  plun- 
dering the  temple,  returns  with  great 
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treasorea  and  manj  priflonen ;  among  thenii  with  a  rope  round 
hia  neok  and  his  arms  laahed  behind,  may  be  aeen  Behoboani^ 
King  of  Jndaihy  the  aon  and  snocessor  of  Solomon.  The  name 
of  Jndah  Malek  on  the  shield,  and  the  pnrely  Jewish  features 
of  the  prisoners,  especially  their  beards,  indicate  clearly  the 
ooontry  and  people  this  scnlptore  is  intended  to  represent 

The  larger  portion  of  ancient  Thebes  probably  lay  east  of 
the  Nile,  and  thongh  the  name  applied  equally  to  both  districts, 
that  portion  west  of  the  river  was  frequently  called  ^'  The  Lib- 
yan suburb,"  and  was  under  the  special  protection  of  Athor, 
the  Egyptian  Yenus,  to  whom  the  Theban  Necropolis — ^where 
it  was  fancied  she  received  the  setting  sun  in  her  embrace-^ 
was  dedicated. 

At  the  base  of  the  Libyan  range  of  mountains,  west  of  the 
river,  and  about  three  miles  west  of  Luxor,  stands  the  temple 
Medeenet  Haboo— the  most  ancient  and  splendid  on  that  side 
of  the  river,  and  second  only  to  Eamak.  Much  of  it  is  in 
ruins;  but  enough  remains  to  show  its  dimensions,  and  the 
artistic  skill  displayed  in  its  workmanship. 

This  temple  dates  back  to  Queen  Hatasoo,  daughter  of  Thoth- 
mes  L,  who  erected  it  and  the  two  large  obelisks  at  Eamak  in 
honor  of  her  father.  This  princess  is  supposed  by  many  to  be 
the  Pharaoh's  daughter  who  adopted  Moses,  and  would  have 
made  him  her  successor  to  the  throne  had  he  not  refused  to  be 
called  her  son;  but  in  the  sculptures  she  never  appears  in 
female  attire,  as  women  probably  were  not  allowed  to  reign 
in  Egypt,  and  her  sex  can  only  be  determined  by  the  feminine 
form  of  speech  in  her  ovals.  It  also  appears  that  her  brother 
and  successor,  Thothmes  11.,  in  most  instances  erased  the  name 
of  his  sister  from  her  cartouches,  and  substituted  his  own.  The 
fraud,  however,  may  be  easily  detected,  as  her  name  on  some  of 
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the  ahieldB  caa  Btill  be  traced,  and  on  the  Pharaonic  aqnare  ci 
othen,  where  the  name  of  Thothmes  11.  has  been  inserted  on 
the  oval,  may  be  read,  ^^  She  built  this  temple,"  etc.  Nothing 
conld  be  more  elaborate  or  beantifal  than  some  of  the  scenes 
here  piotnred,  and  the  preservation  of  the  coloring  after  so 
many  centuries  is  troly  wonderfuL  This  is  partly  owing .  to 
the  following  drcomstance :  When  Theodosins,  Bishop  of 
Alexandria,  in  his  pipns  but  mistaken  zeal,  issned  his  cele- 

• 

brated  edict,  A.  D.  391,  for  the  suppression  of  idolatry  through- 
out Egypt,  and  ordered  the  temples  to  be  divested  of  every 
vestige  of  idolatrous  worship,  many  works  of  art  were  de- 
stroyed, and  it  is  painful  to  see  how,  with  pick  and  chisel, 
many  of  these  beautiful  temples  have  been  defaced.  Here, 
however,  the  bass-reliefis  were  so  deeply  cut  in  the  hard  granite, 
that  instead  of  erasing  the  sculpttires  they  merely  plastered  them 
over.  This  temple  was  afterward  converted  into  a  Ohristian 
church,  as  the  frescoing  clearly  proves,  and  occasionally  very 
ludicrous  scenes  are  met  with  where  the  stucco  has  partly 
fallen  off.  In  one  of  the  halls  where  this  plastering  has  scaled 
oS  may  be  seen  a  long  procession  of  priests  and  princes,  with 
Bameses  III.  at  their  head,  presenting  their  offerings  and 
burning  incense  before  Athor,  under  the  symbol  of  a  cow*; 
and  just  above,  where  the  frescoing  still  adheres  to  the  wall, 
may  be  seen  St  Peter  with  the  keys  and  crosier,  raising  his 
hand  as  if  in  the  act  of  pronouncing  a  benediction  on  the  pagan 
worshipers. 

From  some  battie  scenes  hdre  represented  it  would  appear 
that  among  the  old  Egyptians  the  barbarous  practice  prevailed 
of  cutting  out  the  tongues  of  the  enemy  slain,  and  disabling 
the  captured  by  cutting  off  their  right  hands.  In  one  picture, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  tongues  and  three 
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thousand  hands  are  presented  as  so  many  trophies,  for  which 
the  king  is  rewarding  the  victors.  Several  other  larger  heaps 
of  hands  and  tongues  remain  to  be  counted,  which  the  scribes 
are  carefully  doing  one  by  one  in  presence  of  his  majesty 
and  generals;  the  captive  chiefs  standing  by  witnessing  the 
performance.  In  another  place  the  king  is  represented  as 
trampling  the  slain  beneath  hb  feet,  and  putting  out  the 
eyes  of  the  captured,  or  dragging  them  behind  his  chariot. 

Some  of  the  domestic  and  social  scenes  here  pictured  are  no 
less  interesting;  and  any  one  observing  their  style  of  dress, 
table-ware,   musical  instruments,  and   the  furniture   of  their 
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dwellings,  will  see  that  this  ancient  people  enjoyed  a  higher 
state  of  civilization  than  is  generally  conceded  them.  The 
ladies  appear  in  gloves,  with  flowing  flounces  on  their  dresses, 
carrying  fans  and  parasols  of  ostrich  feathers;  some  wearing 
fancy  head-dresses,  others  bracelets  and  necklaces  of  gold  and 
precious  stones,  in  the  very  latest  style  of  jewelry  worn  in  Paris 
and  New  York.  In  their  private  apartments  may  be  seen  rich 
sofas  and  chairs,  vases  of  porcelain  and  glass,  vessels  of  gold, 
silver,  and  bronze,  in  design  equal  to  any  thing  modern.  The 
finest  devices  found  among  Grecian  remains  may  be  seen  here 

*  The  inscription  on  the  vase  is  the  name  of  Menephta,  the  Pharaoh  of  the  Exodos. 
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on  numnmentB  of  the  earliest  period,  and  were  evidentij  hois 
rowed  by  the  Gbeeks  from  the  Egyptians. 
JsL  some  respects  the  most  important  f eatnre  of  this  temple^ 

and  of  other  mins  in  the  yicinityi  is  the 
use  of  the  arch ;  the  origin  of  which  has  so 
long  been  a  matter  of  dispnte,  but  is  geneiw 
ally  conceded  to  the  Bomans.  Some  car- 
AMonan  mnrmx  ^^™  ^^^  questioned  the  antiqnity  of  oerw 
^^^^  tain  mins  in  Palestine  on  account  of  the 

arch  being  found  among  the  remains ;  but  we  find  here  stone 
and  brick  arches,  pointed  and  drcular,  dating  back  at  least  a 
thousand  years  before  Borne  was  founded,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  their  age,  as  every  brick  bears  the  stamp  and  name 
of  the  Pharaoh  during  whose  reign  it  was  made.  Mr.  Layard 
also,  in  his  explorations  at  Nimroud,  discovered  the  arch,  and 
arched  gate-ways  are  frequently  seen  on  the  oldest  Assyrian  bass- 
reliefs,  so  that  the  arches  under  the  temple  site  at  Jerusalem 
are  no  argument  against  the  antiquity  of  those  remains. 

Among  the  tombs  on  the  edge  of  the  desert,  and  about  one 
mile  north  of  Medeenet  Haboo,  stands  the  Bamesium,  or  tem- 
ple of  Bameses  11.,  the  unrivaled  Memnomium  of  Strabo. 

In  point  of  architectural  symmetry  and  elegance  of  design 
this  temple  equals  any  other  in  Egypt.  But  many  of  its  beau- 
tiful columns  are  gone,  the  rich  coloring  on  the  walls  is  fast 
fading  out,  and  its  grand  propylon  is  nothing  but  a  heap  of 
rubbish. 

The  celebrity  of  this  temple  or  tomb  of  Bameses  11.  was  chiefly 

> 

owing  to  the  colossal  statue  that  once  stood  in  the  outer  court 
on  the  left  of  the  main  entrance.  This  enormous  statue — ^the 
largest  in  Egypt — ^was  a  monolith  of  syenite  granite  gracefully 
proportioned,  and  is  supposed  to  have  weighed  in  its  rough  state 
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not  lees  than  oiiu  tliouBand  toufi.  It  was  enacted  about  B.  C. 
1320,  and  designed  to  rupreeent  Kaiiieses  the  Great  seat«d  on 
his  throne  in  a  (juiet^  easy  attitude,  as  if  resting  from  hie  con- 
quests and  enjoying  the  peace  his  arms  had  won.  The  statue 
measured  twenty-two  feet  four  inches  acroBs  the  shoulders,  and 
when  entire  must  liave  been  at  least  aeventy-livo  feet  high. 
But  some  powerful  hand  has  hurled  it  from  its  throne,  and  now 


it  lies  broken  on  the  ground,  its  fragments  scattered  in  every 
direction.  Portions  of  it  are  in  ahnost  every  museum  of  Europe. 
In  looking  upon  these  gigantic  remains  one  cannot  but  won- 
der how,  without  the  aid  of  machinery  unknown  to  us,  such  a 
ponderous  body  could  be  transported  over  land  such  a  distance ; 
and  how  it  was  ever  raised  on  its  pedestal  after  leaving  the 
sculptor's  hands.  But  to  me  the  greater  wonder  is,  how,  before 
the  discovery  of  gnnpowder,  such  a  solid  mass  of  such  hard 
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nuterial  could  be  broken  into  bo  luauy  pieces  without  the  mark 
«f  any  instrument  being  left  upon  ite  poliebed  surface.  Some 
think  it  was  done  by  the  Fereians  j  there  is  nothing,  however, 
to  indicate  it.  Others  attribute  ite  destruction  to  an  earthquake, 
but  the  base  on  which  it  rested  is  still  in.  situ,  and  f  umiBhes  no 
evidence  of  ever  having  been  disturbed.  The  fragments  of 
this  oolosBUB  lying  around  i>ear  some  marks  of  having  been 


•cathed  by  lightning,  and  as  storms  accompanied  by  vivid  light- 
ning are  frequent  in  this  region,  and  granite  almost  a  non-con- 
■ductor,  is  it  not  more  than  probable  that  this  great  statue  of 
Egypt's  greatest  king  was  destroyed  by  a  tbnnder-bolt  from 
heaven  t 

The  prophecies  concemiDg  this  city,  the  "  No  "  of  Scripture, 
^eem  to  imply  some  such  visitation.     "  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
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Gk>d,  I  will  also  destroy  the  idolB,  .  .  .  and  will  execute  judg^ 
ments  in  No.  •  •  •  Ko  shall  be  rent  asunder." ' 

Towering  above  the  green  plain,  abont  ten  minutes'  walk 
directly  east  of  the  Eamesium,  sitting  pensively  on  their  crum- 
bling thrones  as  if  grieving  over  their  departed  glory,  are  the 
renowned  Colossi  of  Amunoph  III.,  the  only  two  that  survive  a 
long  avenue  of  similar  statues  that  once  guarded  the  approach 
to  the  grand  temple  in  their  rear.  T&ey  originally  were 
monoliths,  but  are  now  much  broken  and  weather-beaten,  look- 
ing like  old  men  who  have  outlived  their  generation  and  are 
^quietly  awaiting  their  departure. 

That  a  correct  idea  may  be  had  of  the  immense  size  of  these 
statues,  we  give  the  dimension  of  certain  parts :  across  the 
shoulders,  eighteen  feet  three  inches ;  the  leg,  from  the  knee 
to  the.  sole  of  the  foot,  nineteen  feet  eight  inches ;  the  foot 
itself,  ten  feet  six  inches  long ;  and  the  arm,  from  the  top  of 
the  shoulder  to  the  tip  of  the  fingers,  thirty-four  feet  three 
inches.  The  whole  height,  including  the  pedestal,  is  about 
seventy  feet.  Amunoph  is  represented  in  a  sitting  posture^ 
bis  wife  and  mother  standing  on  either  side  of  the  throne. 
The  latter  statues,  though  eighteen  feet  high,  look  very  small 
by  the  side  of  the  central  figure — ^not  reaching  to  the  knees. 

The  statues  stand  about  fifty  feet  apart,  facing  the  east,  and 
the  one  on  the  north  is  the  famous  Vocal  Statue  of  Menmon, 
which  was  said  to  greet  his  mother  Aurora  every  morning  at 
sunrise  with  a  song  of  praise.  It  is  now  much  defaced  and  in 
no  musical  mood ;  at  least,  we  waited  long  in  vain  for  some 
soul-stirring  strain,  forgetting  that  it  only  gratified  the  curiosity 
of  dutinguished  visitors,  and  such  only  at  sunrise — ^an  hour  we 
are  not  often  guilty  of  disturbing. 

I  Bzekiel  zxz,  18-16. 


THE   VOCAL   STATUE   OP   MEMMON.  77 

If  the  statne  ever  emitted  anj  tnofiical  Bounds,  thej  were 
probably  prodnced  by  fine  wires,  invisible  from  tbe  gronad, 
stretched  across  the  lap  from  hand  to  hand.  Tbie  simple 
arrangement  would  produce  the  effect,  Imd  we  know  the 
Egyptians  of  that  period  had  in  use  stringed  instnunente  con- 
stmcted  on  this  principle,  and  must  have  been  familiar  with 
the  .i£oliau  harp. 


All  the  temples  west  of -the  river  were  located  on  the  edge 
of  the  desert,  above  the  innndations,  and  at  the  base  of  the 
Libyan  range.  Here,  as  at  Memphis,  the  whole  desert  for 
miles  aroimd  is  one  vast  necropolis,  where  embalmed  millions 
wait  in  silence  the  voice  divine  that  shall  call  them  to  life 
again. 

High  np  on  the  mountain  side,  back  of  these  mummy  pits, 
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at  the  head  of  a  wild,  deep,  tortnonB  vallej,  far  removed  froiD 
the  f erfjile  plain  and  all  signs  of  Uf e,  under  the  shadow  of 
over-hanging  rocks  and  the  everlasting  hills,  are  the  tombs  of 
the  kings  of  Egypt. 

They  are  all  hewn  out  of  the  natural  rock,  some  of  them 
penetrating  the  mountain  to  a  great  depth,  containing  numer- 
ous apartments,  beautifully  decorated  with  sculptures  and  paini- 
ings,  delineating  the  life  of  the  occupant,  the  coloring  looking 
as  bright  as  the  day  it  was  put  on. 

There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  finding  the  outer  entrance 
to  these  tombs,  but  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  discover  the 
vault  that  contains  the  mummy.  These  old  Pharaohs  seem 
to  have  had  a  dread  of  being  disturbed  in  their  sleep  of  death. 
All  their  ingenuity  has  been  exhausted  in  efforts  to  conceal 
their  place  of  sepulture.  No  lock  could  be  more  complicated 
than  the  entrance  to  some  of  these  vaults.  But  we  must  forego 
any  further  description  of  these  tombs  of  royalty.  What 
pomp  and  wealth,  what  power  and  glory,  lie  buried  heret 
Truly,  ^  the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away." 

Thebes  was  first  taken  by  the  Babylonians,  afterward  by  the 
Persians  under  Oambyses,  B.C.  525,  who  destroyed  or  muti- 
lated many  of  her  monuments.  Still  later  it  was  conquered  by 
Alexander  the  Oreat,  and  finally,  after  a  three  years'  siege, 
almost  totally  destroyed  by  Ptolemy  Lathyrus,  B.C.  81. 

It  was  this  last  invasion,  followed  by  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  government,  first  to  Bubastis  and  then  to  Alexandria, 
that  dealt  the  death-blow  to  the  capital  of  Upper  Egypt,  and 
left  these  grand  temples  of  her  gods  to  be  polluted  by  the 
numerous  bats,  jackals,  and  hyenas,  that  now  nightiy  hold 
vigils  in  their  courts. 


CHAPTER  VL 

IHLAITD  OF  FHILiB — ^LABT  8XAT  OF  IDOLATBT  IK  BOYPT. 

AMoaui— Granite  QoarriM  of  Sjen^— Mode  of  moiiiig  large  Stones — Oataraots  ci 
the  mie— Ancient  Ethiopia^Idand  of  Phna»— Last  Seat  of  Idolatiy— Ouv 
oos  Sculptnrea — Aboo  ffimbel — Folfillment  of  Prophecj. 

ASSOIJANy  the  frontier  city  of  Egypt,  situated  at  the  foot 
of  the  First  Cataract,  eight  hundred  miles  above  Alex- 
andria, will  conclude  our  sketches  on  the  land  of  the  Pharaohs. 
This  is  quite  a  trading-post  with  the  interior,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  dates,  ivory,  ostrich  feathers,  gum  arable,  ebony  dubs — 
and  we  suspect  slaves — are  brought  across  the  desert,  or  down 
the  Nile,  and  reshipped  here  for  Cairo  and  other  points  below. 
The  £hedive  is  building  a  railroad  from  here  to  Khartoom,  in 
the  Soodan,  at  the  junction  of  the  Blue  and  White  Kile,  which 
will  greatly  increase  the  trade  of  Assouan.  To  see  the  cars 
and  hear  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  locomotive  oft  in  this  remote 
comer  of  the  earth  impresses  one  witli  the  march  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  makes  him  feel  really  homesick.  The  railroad  from 
Cairo  up  the  river  is  now  within  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
of  here ;  so  in  a  few  years  we  can  penetrate  Africa  by  steam. 

Directly  opposite  here  is  the  beautiful  island  of  Elephantine^ 
covered  with  crumbling  ruins,  among  them  the  Kilometer 
mentioned  by  Strabo — ^the  oldest  of  which  any  traces  remain. 
Back  of  Assouan  about  one  mile,  you  come  to  the  granite 
quarries  of  Syene,  that  furnished  the  material  for  all  the  enor- 
mous statues  and  obelisks  we  find  in  Egjrpt.  One  huge  block 
ninety-five  feet  long  by  eleven  square,  partly  dressed,  from 
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8ome  cause  still  lies  in  the  quany,  never  having  been  removed, 
and  is  not  likely  soon  to  be  disturbed. 

A  wide,  solid  road-bed  was  constmcted  from  the  qnarries  to 
the  river,  abont  one  mile,  over  which  these  ponderous  blocks 
of  granite  were  moved  on  sledges  or  skids  with  rollers  placed 
beneath  them,  by  direct  physical  force,  thousands  of  slaves  being 
employed  in  moving  a  single  stone.  Portions  of  this  roadway 
may  still  be  seen,  and  the  whole  process  truthfully  represented 
in  their  sculptures,  even  to  the  overseers  directing  the  work. 

The  brilliancy  of  the  stars  in  the  dear  atmosphere  and  cloud- 
less sky  of  this  region  is  truly  wonderful.  Yenus,  as  the  morn- 
ing star,  appears  like  a  miniature  sun,  emitting  abnost  light 
enough  to  read  by ;  and  the  Southern  Cross — at  least  to  one  who 
never  saw  it  before — ^is  simply  magnificent.  The  Cataracts  of 
the  Nile  are  nothing  more  than  a  succession  of  rapids,  where 
the  river  forces  its  way  through  innumerable  rocks  and  small 
islands  that  obstruct  its  passage.  The  greatest  descent*  in  any 
one  of  the  rapids  at  the  First  Cataract  is  from  six  to  eight  feet 
in  perhaps  two  hundred  yards.  There  must  have  been  at  one 
time,  either  here  or  at  Silsilis,  forty  miles  below,  a  much  greater 
fall,  as  the  water-line  and  alluvial  deposits  idong  the  shore,  thirty 
to  forty  feet  above  the  highest  inundations  of  late  years,  clearly 
prove.  The  probability  is,  the  rocky  ledge  crossing  the  river 
at  this  point  or  below  has  been  swept  away,  and  the  whole  up- 
per vallev  of  the  Nile  lowered  to  its  present  leveL 

This  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  the  southern  boundary  of 
Egypt  proper.  True,  some  of  the  Pharaohs  extended  their 
dominions  far  Bouth  of  this,  but  were  never  able  to  hold  the 
oountry,  and  in  turn  some  of  the  Ethiopian  kings  invaded  and 
oonquered  Upper  Egypt;  but  the  ^^ tower  of  Syene,"*  that 

>  Ezekiel  xzis,  10. 
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fonns  a  part  of  the  granite  barrier  through  which  the  Nile 
here  forces  its  waji  is  now,  as  in  the  days  of  Ezekiel,  the  nat- 
ural border  of  Egypt 

All  the  territory  south  of  this  for  a  thousand  miles  is  known 
as  Nubia,  the  Ethiopia  of  the  Scriptures,  or  the  "  country  of 
the  Oushites;"  the  inhabitants,  as  the  name  signifies,  being 
black  or  of  a  dark  complexion.  Egypt  is  repeatedly  called  in 
Scripture  ^  the  land  of  Ham,"  but  the  other  sons  of  Noah  are 
not  mentioned  in  connection  with  any  particular  portion  of  the 
earth. 

Fom>of  the  sons  of  Ham  are  also  named  as  the  progenitors 
of  four  great  nations :  Mizraim,  and  probably  his  father,  settled 
m  Egypt ;  Oush,  to  the  south,  in  Ethiopia — ^the  Greek  name 
for  Cosh ;  Phut,  in  Libya,  to  the  west  of  Egypt,  from  whom 
the  Libyans  and  Moors  descended ;  and  Oanaan,  on  the  east 
and  north,  in  Syria  and  Palestine.  And,  what  is  singular  in  this 
connection,  we  find  all  these  names,  or  names  very  similar,  in 
the  hieroglyphics  on  many  of  the  monuments  of  Egypt.  And 
may  not  the  groups  of  four  different  complexioned  people,  red, 
brown,  black,  and  white,  representing  the  four  great  diWsions  of 
the  human  race,  found  in  several  of  the  ^'  tombs  of  the  kings  "  at 
Thebes,  refer  to  these  four  sons  of  Ham  and  their  descendants  ? 

The  scenery  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Lower  Cataract  is 
very  fine.  The  towering  clifiEs  on  either  hand  appear  like  em- 
battled  fortresses  conmianding  the  river  at  every  point,  and  the 
great  blocks  of  red  and  black  granite  that  line  the  shores,  and 
rise  out  of  the  water  in  every  fantastic  shape,  look  like  so  many 
giants  stationed  here  to  guard  this  gate-way  to  the  interior  of 
Africa.  Many  of  these  rocks  are  covered  with  hieroglyphics 
and  tablets  of  great  historical  value.  The  old  Egyptians  ap- 
pear to  have  left  their  mark  every-where  they  went,  and  m^.de 


84  BIKI.K    LANDS. 

a,  writteii  record  of  aliiioBt  every  event  that  transpired.  Their 
temples  and  tombs  are  covered  with  itiecriptioiis.  Every  brick 
bears  the  iiaute  of  the  Pharaoh  under  whose  reign  it  was  made ; 
and  upon  every  charin,  bracelet,  and  ring,  you  will  lind  some  de- 
vice. In  their  campaigns  tlie  name  of  every  soldier  is  written 
down,  the  cost  ul  the  war,  the  amount  uf  booty  in  gold,  horses 


and  ihariotB  captured,  with  the  number  o£  the  enemy  slain, 
and  pt  «onei-w  taken.  Tu  their  st-iilpture  serifoes  may  be  seen  in 
the  mai  ket-place  noting  down  the  arti<;les  sold,  and  on  the  farm 
taking  ai  account  of  all  the  products,  down  to  the  number  of 
eggs  laid  by  each  hen.  So,  here  upon  these  tablets,  we  not 
only  have  an  account  of  the  military  expeditions  to  the  Soodan, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  years  ago,  but  of  the  Pharaohs 
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who  worked  these  quarries,  and  where  ahnost  every  stone  was 
taken  to,  and  for  what  purpose  applied. 

At  the  head  of  the  rapids,  six  miles  above  Assouan,  is  the 
ruaU  picturesque  island  of  Phils,  with  extensive  ruins  of  a 
temple  dedicated  to  Isis,  but  of  comparatively  modem  date. 
And  it  is  an  important  fact  that  in  point  of  age  the  higher  you 
ascend  the  Kile  the  more  modem  the  remains,  showing  clearly 
that  Egyptian  civilization  began  in  the  Delta,  and  gradually  ex- 
tended upward,  or  to  the  soutL  Some  of  the  ruins  here,  and 
those  at  Meroe,  the  highest  up  the  river,  belong  to  the  Ohris- 
tian  era. 

This  island  was  considered  very  sacred  by  the  early  Egyptians 
as  one  of  the  traditional  burial-places  of  Osiris,  their  principal 
deity.  It  was  believed  that  no  bird  would  fly  over  it,  nor  fish 
swim  near  it ;  and  no  one  was  allowed  to  approach  it  except 
when  the  priest  came  to  crown  the  reputed  tomb  of  Osiris, 
whose  very  name  was  held  so  sacredly  that  only  the  priests 
were  permitted  to  utter  it. 

Though  there  is  nothmg  grand  about  the  ruins  at  PhilsB,  the 
effect  of  ^'  Pharaoh's  Bed,"  and  the  long  colonnade  and  lofty 
propylon  as  you  approach  the  place  by  water,  is  very  fine.  The 
temple  itself  is  neither  large  nor  symmetrical ;  but  some  of  the 
tablets  and  subjects  delineated  in  the  sculptures  are  both  inter- 
esting and  curious.  On  one  of  the  outer  chapels  is  either  the 
original  or  a  copy  of  the  inscription  found  on  the  famous 
Bosetta  stone.  Here,  however,  the  Qreek  text  is  wanting, 
which  would  indicate  that  it  is  earlier  than  the  one  found  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile  by  the  French.  In  one  of  the  courts  we 
have  Julius  Osesar  worshiping  Isis,  and  in  another  his  corona- 
tion by  that  goddess,  beautifully  executed  and  richly  colored, 
showing  that  the  conquerors  and  foreign  rulers  of  Egypt  did 


86  BIBLE    LANKS. 

not  attempt  to  abolish  her  rehgious  institutions.  Hence,  we 
find  the  language  and  worship  of  the  ancient  Egyptians  retained 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  the  names  of  Alexander  and 
the  Ptolemies  and  Cfesai-s  inscribed  in  hieroglyplucs  on  the 
temples  here  and  elsewhere. 

Among  other  curious  sculptures  in  one  of  the  chapels  con- 
nected with  tliis  temple,  we  have  a  scene  of  the  last  judgment. 
Osiris,  the  judge  of  the  dead,  is  represented  seated  on  his 
thi-one ;  Thoth,  the  recording  angel,  stands  near  him  with  a 
tablet  in  his  liands,  on  which  all  the  deeds  of  the  deceased  are 
recordetl ;  Ilonis  weighs  every  action  in  the  scales  of  justice  and 


truth ;  and  as  the  souls  are  ushered  into  Amenti — the  region  of 
departed  spirits — the  judge  passes  sentence  upon  them,  an4 
they  are  either  admitted  into  the  palace  of  Osiris,  their  state 
of  blessedness,  or  changed  into  some  bird  or  beast,  generally 
into  pigs,  and  sent  back  into  this  world  to  "  root,  hog,  or  die," 
This  seems  to  have  been  their  idea  of  our  probationary  state, 
the  very  doctrine  of  a  second  probation  now  being  revived  and 
taught  by  some  new-light  divines,  which  is  nothing  more  than 
a  rehash  of  the  mummied  theology  of  the  old  Egyptians,  served 
up  by  sensational  preachers  as  a  dainty  dish  for  enlightened 
American  audiences. 
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It  woald|tppear  from  this,  that  the  old  Egyptians  had  some 
vagae  idea  of  a  fatnre  state;  but  it  was  not  the  ^^  life  and  im- 
mortality brought  to  light  through  the  Gospel."  They  be- 
liered  in  the  doctrine  of  transmigration — ^that  when  the  soul 
left  the  body  it  entered  some  bird  or  aninud,  and,  after  passing 
through  different  stages  of  reward  or  punishment,  finally  re- 
sumed the  human  form. 

But  the  most  curious  sculpture  about  this  whole  temple  is 
in  a  little  chapel  on  the  terrace  at  the  head  of  the  staircase, 
where  Osiris  is  represented  in  his  mysterious  character  as  the 
manifestation  of  divinity  in  the  flesh  appearing  on  earth  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind,  but  is  opposed  in  his  mission  and 
finally  put  to  death  by  Typhon,  the  evil  genius  of  Egypt. 
Osiris  is  afterward  restored  to  life,  destroys  Typhon,  and  be- 
comes judge  of  the  dead  and  king  of  Hades.  The  dead  must 
all  appear  before  his  judgment-seat,  where  they  are  either 
absolved  from  sin  and  enter  a  state  of  felicity,  or  are  driven 
from  his  presence  as  brutes. 

There  is  a  singnlar  analogy  here  to  the  office  and  mission  of 
Christ,  and  many  have  been  puzzled  to  know  how  the  Egyp- 
tians obtained  these  ideas  of  the  Saviour's  incarnation  and 
office.  To  me  the  case  is  very  plain.  Christianity  was  early 
introduced  into  Egypt.  It  extended  rapidly  up  the  Kile,  and 
in  the  fourth  century  became  the  established  religion  of  Egypt. 
FhiUe  was  the  last  seat  of  idolatry  in  the  Boman  Empire,  and 
from  an  eoo-voto  in  this  very  chapel  we  learn  that  Isis  and 
Osiris  were  worshiped  here  as  late  as  A.  D.  453,  over  a  cent> 
U17  after  idolatry  had  been  abolished  in  Egypt  by  an  imperial 
decree.  And  is  it  not  more  than  probable  that  the  Egyptian 
idolaters,  in  their  intercourse  with  Christians  during  this 
period,  obtained  some  correct  ideas  of  the  twofold  character 
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of  Chrifltt  And  how  very  natural  for  them,  as  thej  saw  thenr 
own  religion  dying  oat,  to  appropriate  to  their  favorite  deitj 
aome  of  the  attributes  of  the  Ohristian'a  MeaaiBh. 

If  this  was  one  of  their  oldest  temples,  and  these  scalpt- 
ores  belonged  to  a  period  before  the  Exodus,  then  we  could 
only  account  for  these  illustrations  by  some  special  reyelation 
foreshadowing  the  coming  of  Christ.  But  being  compara- 
tiyely  a  modem  temple,  and  these  sculptures  belonging  proba- 
bly to  the  third  or  fourth  centuries  of  our  era,  we  find  no 
difflcdlty  in  accounting  for  their  appearance  here. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  abore  Phil»  until  you 
reach  the  great  rock-hewn  temple  of  Aboo-Simbel,  at  the  en- 
trance of  which  sit  the  finely  proportioned  colossal  figures  of 
Barneses  11.,  among  the  largest  and  decidedly  the  most  beauti- 
ful of  all  the  colossi  in  Egypt  As  in  all  the  other  templea 
we  find  here  some  yaluable  historical  tablets  and  highly  fin> 
ished  sculptnres,  but  being  excavated  in  the  mountain  side,  and 
the  entrance  half  choked  up  with  sand,  nothing  can  be  seen 
without  the  aid  of  candles  or  torches,  the  smoke  from  which 
gives  the  place  rather  a  gloomy  appearance. 

The  present  condition  of  Egypt  strikingly  fulfills  the  prophe- 
cies concerning  her,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  the  ruin  of  this 
nation  was  brought  about,  as  foretold,  by  internal  dissensions : 
^^I  will  set  the  Egyptians  against  the  Egyptians :  and  they 
ahall  fight  every  one  against  his  brother,  •  .  •  dtj  against  dty, 
and  kingdom  against  kingdom ; . . .  and  I  will  •  •  •  give  [them] 
over  into  the  hands  of  a  cruel  lord :  and  a  fierce  king  shall  rule 
over  them,  saith  the  Lord."  ^^  It  shall  be  the  basest  of  the  king- 
doms; neither  shall  it  exalt  itself  any  more  above  the  nations: 
•  •  •  and  there  shall  be  no  more  a  prince  of  the  land  of  Egypf ' 

>lMlftlizb:,9;  Raekid  zzix,  16 ;  xxz,  la 
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And  more  remarkable  still,  is  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy 
touching  the  reeds  that  once  abounded  along  her  water-courses, 
the  papyrus  being  now  unknown  in  Egypt :  "  The  reeds  and 
flags  shall  wither  .  .  .  the  paper-reeds  by  the  brooks  .  •  .  shall 
wither  .  .  .  and  be  no  more."  ' 

Thus,  in  the  literal  fulfillment  of  these  predictions,  as  well 
as  in  the  harmony  of  biblical  and  Egyptian  chronology,  and  in 
the  perfect  agreement  between  the  narratives  of  Scripture  and 
the  arts  and  productions,  manners  and  social  life,  of  this  ancient 
people,  we  have  beautifully  set  forth  the  truth  of  the  inspired 
record,  so  that  they  who  half  a  century  ago  sneered  at  the 
Bible  as  a  budget  of  fables,  errors,  and  contradictions,  now 
regard  it  as  the  infallible  word  and  wisdom  of  God. 

'  Isaiah  xix,  6,  7. 
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fMlreniioe  of  the  Hebrews  from  Bondege— Tnulitkinal  Oroeetng-phiee  LocetJoa 
of  Bemeeee  Their  probable  Route— Topograph j  of  the  Ommtry  fBgniflnenno 
of  Kamee  fiefe  Pkmege  of  the  Sea^Destruotlon  of  Fharaoh*t  AimjF— Weill 
of  Hbeee — Joumej  through  the  WUdemeee — ^Petra. 

THE  EzoduB,  which  terminated  the  patriarchal  dispensationi 
and  from  which  we  are  to  date  Israel's  national  career, 
oocurredy  according  to  onr  received  chronology,  B.C.  1491. 
And  the  traditional  site  of  their  passage  of  the  Eed  Sea  is  a 
few  miles  south  of  where  the  new  ship  canal  enters  the  Gulf 
of  Suez. 

The  deliyerance  of  the  Hebrews  from  their  long  and  severo 
bondage,  and  the  punishment  of  the  Egyptians  by  the  mi- 
racolons  interference  of  Providence,  constitute  an  important 
epoch  in  the  history  of  Gk>d's  people,  and  add  a  peculiar  inter- 
est to  the  scene  of  their  wonderful  deliyerance.  Some,  who 
would  explam  away  the  miracle  entirely,  contend  that  they 
crossed  the  head  of  the  sea,  near  Suez ;  but,  having  carefully 
examined  the  whole  ground,  we  are  persuaded  that  the  passage 
was  effected  ten  miles  south  of  there — ^from  Bas  At£kah  to  the 
Wells  of  Moses.  The  sea  at  this  point  is  about  eight  miles 
wide,  and  from  ten  to  forty  feet  deep.  The  crossing  at  Suei 
is  a  shallow  ford  on  the  great  caravan  route  to  Arabia  and 
Syria,  less  than  a  mile  wide,  where  there  is  really  no  sea  to 
divide,  and  where  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  engolf 
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an  army  like  Pharaoh's.  Or,  had  Moses  made  a  short  detour 
to  the  left,  he  could  have  avoided  the  sea  entirely,  and  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  anj'  miracle,  nor  any  occasion 
for  the  consternation  that  prevailed  in  the  camp  of  Israel. 

Others  think  the  sea  at  one  time  extended  miicli  farther 
north  than  at  present,  but  existing  traces  of  the  ancient  canal, 


probably  constructed  before  the  exodus,  and  enlarged  by 
Necho  II.  B.  0.  650,  disprove  this  theory.  Besides,  Marah 
eonld  not  liave  been  reached  on  the  third  day  by  the  northern 
route ;  and  they  would  have  found  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  at  the  "Wells  of  Moses  the  first  day  after  their  passage ; 
yet  it  appears  they  were  three  days  in  coming  to  water  after 
crossing  the  sea.     The   only  difficulty  in   settling  this  que»- 
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tion  liee  in  locating  Kamesee,  their  starting-point.  Bobinson, 
LepoinSy  and  othen  fix  it  on  the  railroad  near  the  desert, 
about  fleventy-fiye  milea  north-east  of  Cairo ;  bnt  more  recent 
discoTerieB  at  Tel-el  Yahoodeh — ^^  the  Mounds  of  the  Jews  '^ — 
twenty  milea  north  of  Oairo^  and  in  sight  of  Helioi>olis,  are  very 
Btrong  argoments  in  support  of  Barneses  being  there.  This 
was  in  ^^  the  land  of  Goshen,"  and  ^^  the  very  best  of  the  land  " 
belonging  to  Pharaoh,  of  which  Barneses  appears  to  have  been 
the  capital  or  treasure  dtjj  and  where  Onias  in  after  years 
built  his  temple. 

Among  the  discoveries  here  made  were  the  remains  of  a 
magnificent  palace,  paved  with  alabaster,  the  walls  of  encaustic 
bricks  beautifully  wrought,  many  of  them  bearing  hieroglyphic 
inscriptions,  and  the  oval  of  Bameses  IL  inlaid  with  glass. 
Barneses,  in  a  sitting  posture,  was  also  found  ui>on  the  sculpt- 
ures. These,  and  other  ruins  of  dwellings  and  villages  in  the 
neighborhood,  clearly  of  Jewish  origin,  would  indicate  that 
this  at  least  was  one  of  the  cities  of  the  Hebrews,  and  more 
likely  Bameses  than  any  other  place  named. 

It  is  very  dear  from  the  narrative  that  the  land  of  Gk)6hen 
lay  east  of  the  Kile,  and  from  the  frequent  communications  be- 
tween Moses  and  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  the  rendezvous  of  the 
Israelites  must  have  been  near  to  Memphis,  the  capital.  From 
Josephus  we  learn '  that  they  took  their  journey  by  Latopolis, 
where  Babylon  in  Egypt — ^now  Cairo— was  afterward  built  by 
the  Persians.  If,  then,  the  ruins  we  have  been  describing  are 
those  of  Barneses,  the  probability  is  the  Hebrews  first  came  to 
Latopolis,  where  they  obtained  from  the  Egyptians  the  costiy 
gifts  in  gold,  silver,  and  raiment,  as  a  reward  for  their  long 
service,  and  then  journeyed  eastward  by  the  direct  caravan 

I  Antlquitias,  U,  16. 
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road  to  Snocoth,  and  next  to  ^^Ethaoiy  on  the  edge  of  the  wil- 
demees."  ^  From  this  it  appears  they  did  not  strike  the  desert 
until  the  dose  of  the  second  day.  From  Bobinson's  location 
of  Barneses  they  wonld  have  reached  it  within  a  few  hours. 
Here,  on  the  third  day  of  their  exodns,  they  were  commanded 
to  ^  tnm  and  encamp  before  Pi-hahiroth  f '  or,  more  properly, 
retom  and  encamp  again  in  the  month  of  the  valley,  namely, 
Wady  Tawarik,  ^^  between  Migdol  and  the  sea,"  which  wonld 
be  their  third  camping-place,  their  next  being  "  over  against 
Baal-Zephon,  ...  by  the  sea."  Baal-Zephon  signifies  mount- 
ain, or  watch-tower,  of  the  north,  and  mnst  refer  to  Jebel 
At&kah,  the  most  northerly  mountain  in  Africa,  which,  in  the 
morning  sunlight,  beams  like  fire.  From  this  it  would  seem 
that  at  first  they  were  going  by  the  usual  route  from  Memphis 
to  Gaza  and  Damascus,  round  the  head  of  the  sea,  when  the 
Almighty,  for  the  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  displaying  his  power 
in  their  salvation,  directed  them  to  the  place  where  they  finally 
crossed. 

The  distance  through  Wady  Tawarik  from  old  Cairo  is  a 
little  over  fifty  miles,  and  can  easily  be  traveled  in  three  days, 
though  from  the  pillar  of  fire  going  before  them  "  by  night "  it 
would  appear  they  traveled  day  and  night  There  is  a  station 
and  fountain  about  one  third  the  way  still  called  by  the  natives 
the  Station  of  Moses,  that  would  answer  very  well  for  Succoth, 
where  they  pitched  their  tents  at  the  close  of  the  first  day's 
march.  Their  next  encampment  was  at  Etham,  about  eighteen 
miles  from  Succoth,  which  we  must  be  careful  not  to  confound 
with  Etham  east  of  the  sea.'  Here  God,  in  the  cloudy  pillar, 
directed  them  to  retrace  their  line  of  march,  and  changed  their 
course  abruptly  to  the  right  into  Wady  Tawarik,  between 

>  SxodoB  ziii,  20.  '  Exodus  xIt,  2.  '  Numbers  xxxiii,  8. 
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Migdol,  perhaps  AtAkah,  and  the  sea,  with  the  wilderness  of 
Tih  in  their  rear  shutting  them  in,  and  cutting  ofi  their  retreat 

This  also  accords  with  Josephns,  who  says,  ^^  That  Pharaoh 
followed  the  Israelites  with  six  hundred  charidiaa,  fifty  thousand 
horsemen,  and  two  hundred  thousand  footmen,  aU  armed ;  that 
the  Egyptians  drove  them  into  a  narrow  place,  shutting  them 
up  between  inaccessible  precipices ;  and  that  there  was  on  either 
aide  of  them  a  ridge  of  impassable  mountains  terminating  at 
the  sea.'"  All  which  agrees  with  this  locality  and  the  in- 
spired  account,  but  is  not  true  of  any  other  point 

In  fact,  this  is  the  only  route  that  satisfies  all  the  conditions 
of  the  narrative,  which  is  further  established  by  the  topography 
of  the  land,  and  the  names  of  places  along  this  line.  Wady  el 
Tih,  through  which  they  would  naturally  pass,  is  still  known  as 
^^The  Yalley  of  Wandering;"  Jebel  Gharb^  near  Etham, 
where  they  turned  back,  signifies  the  Mountain  of  Doubt ;  Je- 
bel At4kah,  that  cut  ofi  their  escape,  and  where  Jehovah  inter- 
posed in  their  behalf,  the  Mountain  of  Deliverance ;  and  even 
the  Gulf  at  this  point  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from 
the  overthrow  of  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  as  Suez  literally  means 
Destruction. 

In  determining  this  question  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  event  is  every-where  referred  to  in  the  Scriptures  as  a  mi- 
raculous deliverance ;  that  the  narrative  expressly  states  that 
the  path  of  the  Israelites  was  ^'  through  the  midst— or,  more 
literally,  the  heaH — of  the  sea;''  that  ^^the  floods  stood  upright 
as  an  heap,"  and  ^Hhe  waters  were  a  wall  on  their  right 
hand  and  on  their  left ; " '  and  that  '^  the  Egyptians  pursued 
them  into  the  midst  of  the  sea,"  where  the  Lord  destroyed 
them  alL    ^^  There  remained  not  so  much  as  one  of  them ;  the 

1  Antiqiiitiea,  ii,  10.  •BxodoB  xir,  22,  2S. 
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depths  covered  them,  thej  sank  to  the  hottom  as  a  etone,  they 
Bank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  watera."'  All  which  implies  a 
wide,  deep  sea,  and  is  no  way  applicable  to  the  narrow,  shallow 
ford  at  Suez,  wliere  really  there  was  no  sea  to  divide,  no 
mountains  to  shut  the  Israelites  in,  no  occasion  for  any  divine 
interposition ;  and  where  it  would  l}e  impossible  to  overwhelm 
and  destroy  an  array  like  Pliaraoh's  "  in  the  depths  of  the  sea." 
They  who  would  explain  away  the  miracle  contend  that  the 


wind  blew  back  the  waters  from  the  head  of  the  gnlf,  which 
seems  very  absurd  to  one  standing  upon  the  spot.  *' A  strong 
east  wind"'  would  never  drive  the  water  ont  of  the  bay  of 
Suez,  bnt  at  Rae  At&kah  would  force  the  tide  back  into  the 
sea,  and  aid  In  opening  a  passage  from  east  to  west,  literally 
piling  op  the  waters  in  "  an  heap  "  around  Snez.  AH  this  ren- 
dbtd  the  traditional  site  the  probable  oroaaing-place ;  and  Ayon 
1  Btodui  xiT,  10.  •  Eiodui  xir,  SI. 
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Mofia,  on  the  Asiatic  sidei  more  than  likely  the  spot  when 
Miriam  stmok  her  timbrels,  and  all  Israel  praised  the  Lord 
who  had  trimnphed  so  gloriously  in  the  overthrow  of  Pharaoh 
and  his  chariots  in  the  sea.* 

Aynn  Mnsa,  or  the  TVells  of  MoseSy  are  simply  seyeral  f onnt 
uns  of  braddsh  water  bubbling  np  throngh  the  hot  sands^  sur- 
roimded  with  a  grove  of  palm,  tATnarisk,  and  other  trees,  form- 
ing a  cool  oasis  in  the  desert  abont  twelve  miles  sonth  of  Snez, 
and  probably  markJTig  the  first  encampment  of  the  Israelites  in 
the  ^^  Wilderness  of  Shnr,"  east  of  the  Bed  Sea. 

All  travel  through  the  desert  is  on  the  cameL  This  animal 
has  great  power  of  endnrance,  and  will  go  from  six  to  seven 
days,  if  necessary,  without  eating  or  drinking.  Wherever  yon 
find  the  Arab  you  find  the  camel,  and  these  children  of  the 
desert  consider  it  a  very  beautiful  animaL  li  you  want  to 
compliment  an  Arab  lady,  just  tell  her  she  is  as  beautiful  as  a 
camel,  and  you  wOl  see  her  dark  skin  tinge  at  once  with  a  blush. 
The  camel  is  purely  a  domestic  beast,  not  being  f  oimd  in  a  wild 
state  anywhere  on  the  globe.  The  only  difference  between  the 
dromedary  and  camel  is  the  difference  between  a  riding-horse 
and  a  work-horse.  The  dromedary  is  the  graceful,  weU-f ormed 
camel,  and  is  kept  only  for  the  saddle.  KaturaUy  there  are  no 
two-humped  camels  or  dromedaries.  The  elevation  on  their 
backs  is  a  fatty  substance  on  which  they  subsist  during  long 
journeys.  In  some  coimtries  this  hump  is  cut  into  when  they 
are  quite  young,  and  by  a  simple  process  separated,  so  that  it 
grows  into  two  elevations,  being  more  convenient  for  the  sad- 
dle. The  camel  is  the  '^  ship  of  the  desert,"  and  is  used  almost 
exclusively  for  transportation  purposes. 

The  caravans  usually  start  from  the  Wells  of  Moses  for  the 
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peninBiila  of  Sinai,  and  in  from  six  to  eiglit  days,  by  way  of 
Wady  Feiran,  you  are  at  the  old  (Iciiivcnt  (»f  St.  Catharine, 
over  five  thousand  feet  above  the  aea,  and  at  tlie  base  of  Has 
Sufaaieh,  a  spur  of  Jebul  Mii»i,  tlie  traditional  Muunt  Sinai, 
which  meet«  all  the  eondttione  of  the  text  better  than  any  other 


peak  of  the  Horeb  range.  The  legal  mountain  towers  two 
thousand  feet  above  the  convent,  and  seven  thousand  fonr 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  sea  at  Tor. 

The  plain  of  Er  Rahah,  where  the  Israelites  encamped  for 
about  eleven  months,  lies  to  the  north  of  Jebel  Mnsa,  and  is 
suificiently  large  to  have  accommodated   the  hosts  of  Israel, 
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and  to  a£Eord  them  a  gimid  view  of  that  stiblime  display  of 
Jehovah's  majesty  and  power  when  "  He  came  down  in  sight 
of  all  the  people," '  and  from  the  flaming  crest  of  this  mount- 
ain— that  still  bears  the  marks  of  having  been  scathed  with 
lightning — delivered  his  own  law,  containing  the  moral  code  of 
the  universe,  to  his  own  chosen  Israel. 


'The  journey  from  here  to  Palestine,  by  the  way  of  Akabab 
rand  Petra,  generally  takes  from  two  to  three  weeks,  frequently 
crossing  and  sometimes  following  the  supposed  track  of  the 
Israelites  through  the  Desert,  where  their  route  may  be  traced 
in  places  by  the  ash-beds  of  their  camp-firea,  and  the  inscribed 
rocks  that  mark  their  line  of  march.  And  we  here  learn  the 
full  force  of  that  expression,  "They  went  out  into  the  waste 
'  Biodus  lii,  11. 
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howUng  wilderness."'  Many  rocks  crop  out  of  the  Desort, 
round  which  the  sand  gathers  in  hillocks,  and  tlio  wind  blow- 
ing  among  these  sand-hills  often  produces  the  most  mournful 
sounds,  sometimes  resembling  tlio  wailing  of  mourners  for  the 
dead,  and  at  other  times  the  howling  of  a  pack  of  wolves  thirst- 
ing for  your  blood, 

Akabah,  three  days'  journey  from  Sinai,  is  a  wretched  Arab 
village  at  the  head  of  the  eastern  arm  of  the  Ked  Sea,  possess- 
ing no  interest  whatever,  further  than  marking  the  route  of  the 
Israelites  in  their  wanderings,  and  the  site  of  ancient  Ezion- 
Geber,  the  extreme  southern  limit  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel 
under  Solomon,  and  where  that  king  built  his  fleets,  and  landed 
his  gold  from  Opliir,  three  thousand  years  ago.' 

An  interesting  discovery  has  lately  been  made  by  Captain 
Burton,  who  was  sent  out  two  years  ago  by  the  ex-Khedive, 
to  explore  the  country  east  of  the  Gulf  of  Akabah.  Landing 
in  Arabia,  Burton  forced  his  way  a  few  miles  into  the  interior, 
and  recovered  what  he  considers  the  old  cities  of  ihc  Midian- 
ites,  deserted  and  in  ruins.  lie  also  found  ancient  gold  mines 
once  extensively  worked,  which  he  supposes  to  be  the  long  lost 
mines  of  Ophir,  and  during  the  last  year  has  taken  out  a 
colony  from  Egypt  to  re-occupy  these  cities  and  work  the  old 
gold  mines  of  Solomon. 

Three  days  hard  traveling  from  Akabah  through  Wady  Ara- 
bah,  twice  traversed  by  the  Israelites  during  the  exodus,  brings 
UB  to  Petra,  the  long-lost  capital  of  Arabia  PetrsBa,  or  ancient 
Edom,  the  Idumea  of  the  Greeks — ^very  remarkable  ruins — 
nothing  like  them  anywhere.  Petra  was  at  first  inhabited  by 
the  Iloritcs,  or  "  Dwellers  in  Caves,"  and  it  would  appear  that  its 
inhabitants  have  always  lived  in  caves ;  that  after  the  conquest  » ! 

1  Deuteronomy  xxxii,  10.  *  1  Kings  iz,  26-28. 
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the  place  by  the  Greeks  mid  Romana,the  natural  rock  dwellings 
of  the  aborigines  were  only  enlarged  and  beautified,  bo  that  Petra 
lias  always  been  what  its  name  imports,  "  A  city  in  the  clefts  of 
the  rocks,"  almost  every  house  in  it  being  hewn  out  ot  the 


solid  rock — a  variegat«d  sandstone  in  which  tlie  criTiison,  orange, 
bine,  and  other  natural  tints  blend  so  richly  as  to  give  to  the 
palaces,  temples,  theaters,  and  tombs,  the  appearance  of  being 
beautifully  frescoed. 
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This  dtj  is  mentioned  by  Pliny,  Strabo,  JosephiiB,  and  oth- 
ers ;  but  about  the  sixth  century  of  our  era  it  disappeared  from 
history,  and  for  twelve  hundred  years  its  very  site  was  unknown, 
and  only  within  the  present  century  recovered  by  Burckhardt. 
It  is  situated  in  a  wild,  rugged  region,  almost  inaccessible,  with 
many  deep  ravines,  the  rocks  appearing  to  have  been  rent 
asunder  by  earthquakes,  and  standing  two  or  three  hundred 
feet  high,  almost  perpendicular,  and  in  places  not  more  tlian  ten 
or  twenty  feet  apart,  so  that  the  city  was  surrounded  with  nat- 
ural walls,  strong  gates  closing  the  narrow  defiles  through 
which  access  only  could  be  had. 

In  entering  the  city  by  the  chasm  of  the  Sik,  which  is  over 
a  mile  long,  you  first  pass  many  beautiful  tombs  with  niches 
ent  in  the  face  of  the  cliff  for  statues  and  inscribed  tablets,  then 
under  a  picturesque  arch  spanning  the  ravine,  supported  by  two 
Corinthian  columns,  called  the  Oate-way ;  when  suddenly  El 
Kuzneh,  the  Treasmy,  rises  like  a  vision  before  you.  The  en- 
tire edifice,  which  is  one  hundred  feet  front  by  one  hundred* 
and  fifty  high,  (except  two  columns  of  the  portico,  one  of 
which  has  fallen,)  is  cut  out  of  the  rose-tinted  rock,  looking 
more  like  an  apparition  than  any  thing  real. 

This  is  the  gem  of  Pctra's  monuments,  and  yet  nothing  is 
known  of  its  history  or  object  It  is  called  the  Treasury,  from 
a  legend  that  it  was  built  by  a  certain  king  as  a  depository  for 
his  valuables,  and  the  Arabs  believe  that  the  inaccessible  urn 
high  up  on  its  pediment  still  contains  much  gold  and  many  rare 
jewels. 

There  are  other  edifices  in  Petra  much  larger  than  the  Treas- 
ury. The  amphitheater  has  an  arena  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  in  diameter,  with  thirty-three  tiers  of  seats  and  many  pri- 
vate boxes,  capable  of  seating  an  audience  of  three  thousand  or 
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more,  all  cnt  out  of  the  living  rock.  Another  monnmenti 
known  as  Ed  Doir,  the  Convent,  meaflnring  one  hundred  and 
tiftj  feet  front  and  two  hundred  and  forty  high,  its  facade  or- 
namented with  two  rows  of  eight  Corinthian  columns  one  above 
the  other,  the  lower  tier  of  colomns  fifty  feet  high  and  seven 
feet  in  diameter,  is  a  vast  monolith — ^the  entire  edifice  being 
hewn  out  of  one  massive  block  of  stone.  But  no  description 
of  onrs  can  do  justice  to  these  unique  remains  of  a  past  civili- 
sation.   They  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 

In  the  present  desolate  condition  of  Petra  we  see  how  liteiv 
ally  the  judgments  of  God  denounced  against  it  have  been 
executed.  "  O  thou  that  dwollest  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks^ 
that  boldest  the  height  of  the  hiU ,  though  thou  shouldst  make 
thy  nest  as  high  as  the  eagle,  I  will  bring  thee  down  from 
thence,  eaith  the  Lord.  Edom  shall  be  a  desolation;  every 
one  that  goeth  by  it  shall  be  astonished ;  ...  no  man  shall 
abide  there,  neither  shall  a  son  of  man  dwell  in  it."'  Its 
ancient  inliabitants  have  all  been  cut  off,  and  so  far  as  known^ 
not  an  Edomite  to-day  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  world. 

Near  this  Aaron  died,  and  in  a  rock-hewn  tomb  covered 
with  a  welly,  on  the  highest  summit  of  Mount  Ilor,  the  brother 
of  the  great  lawgiver  sleeps  his  last  long  sleep.* 

The  usual  route  from  here  to  Palestine  is  across  the  desert 
to  Beer-shcba  by  way  of  A  in  el  Weibeh,  a  fountain  in  Wady 
Jeib,  the  supposed  site  of  Kadesh-bamea,  and  is,  probably, 
Meribah-Kadesh,  where  Miriam  died,  and  Moses  committed 
the  offense  for  which  he  was  excluded  from  the  land  he  trav' 
eled  so  far  to  possess. 

>  J«r.  ilix,  16-18.  •  Nun.  xz,  SS. 
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PART  n. 
THE  LAND  OF  ISEAEL. 

"  In  that  Mine  day  the  Lord  made  a  oorenant  with  Abram,  sa  jing.  Unto  thy  teed 
hate  I  given  this  land,  from  the  riTer  ol  4gjp(  unto  Uie  great  ri? er,  the  river 
Inphrateju"  Gen.  zt»  18. 
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CHAPTER  L 

THB    PROMISED    LAin>. 

Qodii  Oovvomot  with  the  PatrUrdM— Jacob's  Name  changed  to  Israel— Land  ol 
Israel  under  Solomoii-— Primiti?e  Inhabitants  of  Oanaan — Character  of  the 
Goantiy— Present  Condition  of  Palestine^  Moral,  Sodal,  Political— Torkish 
Bnle— Fatnie  PhMpects. 

OF  Enoch  it  is  said,  that  he  ^  walked  with  God,"  and  of 
Abraham  that  he  was  the  ^'  friend  of  God,"  bat  of  Jacob 
the  honorable  mention  is  made,  he  "  prevailed  with  God,"  and 
from  this  drcnmstance  his  name  was  changed  to  Israel,  a  name 
by  which  his  descendants  have  ever  since  been  known.  And 
the  covenant  God  first  made  with  Abram  before  he  left  ^'Ur 
of  the  Chaldees," '  that  he  should  become  ^'  a  great  nation  "  in 
whom  ^^  all  the  families  of  the  earth  shonld  be  blessed,"  was 
afterward  renewed  with  Jacob  when  the  Almighty  appeared  to 
him,  first  at  Peniel,  then  at  Bethel,  and  said  nnto  him,  ^  Thy 
name  shaU  not  be  caUed  any  more  Jacob,  but  Israel  shall  be  thy 
name,  and  the  land  which  I  gave  Abraham  and  Isaac,  to  thee 
will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee  will  I  give  the 
land."' 

The  twelve  sons  of  this  illnstrions  man  were  the  twelve  pa- 
triarchs and  progenitors  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  God's 
chosen  people,  whose  history  by  many  centuries  is  the  oldest,  and, 
in  fact,  the  only  reliable  history  of  our  world  and  race.  Blot 
out  Jewish  history,  and  what  would  we  know  of  the  origin  ol 
manor  the  world,  of  God  or  the  futnret 

'Generis  zfi,l.  *  Genesis  nzr,  10-11. 
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Under  David  and  Solomon  ^^the  land  of  Israel"  became 
one  of  the  largest,  most  powcrfid,  and  wealthy  kingdoms  of  the 
world,  extending  north  and  south  from  Ezion-geber  on  the  Ked 
Sea,  "nnto  the  entering  in  of  Hamath"'  in  northern  Syria,  and 
east  and  west  ^^  from  the  river  of  Egypt,  nnto  the  great  river, 
the  river  Enphrates,"  *  covering  an  area  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand square  miles,  equal  to  some  of  the  largest  kingdoms  of 
Europe ;  and  in  point  of  riches  and  wisdom  Solomon  is  said 
to  have  surpassed  '^all  the  kings  of  the  earth;"'  and  all 
neighboring  nations  acknowledged  his  power,  and  contributed 
to  his  wealth  by  sending  him  every  year  costly  presents  in 
gold,  silver,  and  other  articles.  So  great  was  his  affluence  that 
^  all  his  drinking-vcssels  were  of  pure  gold ;  none  were  silver ;  it 
was  not  any  thing  accounted  of  in  the  days  of  Solomon."  *  When 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  visited  him,  and  beheld  the  splendor  of 
his  court,  ^'  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her,"  and  she  exclaimed, 
<<The  half  of  thy  greatness  and  wisdom  was  not  told  me. 
Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  delighteth  in  thee,  to  set 
thee  on  the  throne  of  IsracL"  *  After  the  death  of  Solomon 
this  magnificent  kingdom  began  to  decline,  and  in  a  few  years 
the  boundaries  of  the  Holy  Land  wore  contracted  to  the  limited 
territory,  ^^  from  Dan  to  Beer-sheba." '  Li  modem  times  the 
Land  of  Promise  is  better  known  as  Palestine  or  Palcstina,  the 
Greek  form  of  Philistine,  a  once  powerful  nation  who  occupied 
the  rich  plain  of  Philistia,  between  the  Judean  mountains  and 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  have  stamped  their  name  on  the 
whole  of  the  land  of  IsraeL 

Palestine  was  first  inhabited  by  the  IBttites,  Amorites,  Jebu- 
sites,  and  other  Canaanitish  tribes,  being  all  descendants  of  Ga- 

>  JndgM  m»  S ;  1  Kinii  iz,  Sft.    •  GeneiiB  xr,  18.    •  S  ChronSeles  tz,  as»  M. 
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naan,  son  of  Ilam,  and  grandson  of  Noah,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  lived  and  died  here.  Ilence,  the  conntry  was  early  calle<) 
the  "  Land  of  Canaan,"  *  which  properly  applied  only  to  West 
em  Palestine,  as  the  nations  east  of  the  Jordan  were  of  Semitic 
origin.  The  first  settlements  of  the  Canaanitcs  were  in  the  low 
valley  of  the  Jordan,  and  on  the  plains  of  Pliilistia  and  Phoe- 
nicia, ^^  by  the  sea, "  *  as  the  name  signifies  dwellers  in  the  low 
lands,  or  by  the  sea ;  and  wo  are  informed  that  Zidon,  the  eldest 
son  of  Canaan,  founded  the  city  that  boars  his  name,  and  was 
father  of  the  Sidonians  and  Phoenicians.  Canaan  had  ten  other 
sons  who  were  heads  of  as  many  tribes  dwelling  in  this  land, 
so  that  most  if  not  all  of  the  nations  occupying  Syria  in  the 
days  of  the  patriarchs  were  Canaanitcs.  These  tribes,  on  ac- 
count of  their  idolatry  and  great  wickedness,  were  driven  out 
or  exterminated  by  the  Israelites,  who,  except  at  short  intervals, 
held  the  country  until  David's  illustrious  successor — our  world's 
Bcdccmer — came  and  set  up  his  spiritual  kingdom,  confined  to 
no  particular  land  or  race,  being  a  kingdom  of  righteousness 
and  peace,  and  destined  to  prevail  in  the  earth  until  all  ^^  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and 
of  his  Christ."  • 

"Western  Palestine,  that  is,  "  from  Dan  to  Beer-sheba,"  is  only 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  by  one  third  that  dis- 
tance vride,  and  yet  this  narrow  strip  of  territory,  of  no  partic- 
ular value  in  itself,  is  replete  with  historic  and  sacred  interest. 
Forming,  as  it  docs,  the  key  to  Western  Asia,  it  has  been  held 
at  different  periods  by  all  the  great  nations  of  antiquity,  and 
may  very  properly  be  styled  "  the  battle-field  of  the  world." 
The  surface  of  the  country  is  broken  and  rocky,  the  spurs  of 
the  Lebanon  range  of  mountains  extending  the  entire  length  of 
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tlie  land,  funning  the  great  divide  between  the  Mediterranean 
on  the  west,  and  the  Jordan  valley  on  the  east.  The  soil,  how- 
ever, is  exceedingly  rich,  and  capable  of  sustaining  ten  times 
the  present  population.  It  is  still  a  country  "  of  com  and  oil 
and  wine."  The  olive  and  vine  grow  luxuriantly  on  the  lime- 
etone  ridges,  and  the  fertile  plains  of  Sharon  and  Esdraelon, 
nnder  proper  cultivation,  would  still  yield  a  hundred-fold  of 
wheat,  barley,  or  other  cereals;  and  the  yield  of  these  prod- 


ucts miiBt  always  have  been  great,  as  the  numerous  ancient  oil 
and  wine  presses  cut  in  the  solid  rock,  and  the  many  threshing- 
floors  every-wbere  to  be  seen,  fully  attest. 

There  are  no  roads  or  public  conveyances  in  Palestine  proper, 
except  between  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem ;  so  in  making  the  tour  of 
the  Holy  Land  you  ai-e  required  to  employ  a  dragoman,  who 
will  furnish  tents,  horses,  beds,  and  every  thing  else  necessary 
for  the  jouryey.     And  there  is  something  very  romantic  in 
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tihis  tent  life.  Just  fancy  the  pleasore  of  traveling  over  the 
nine  hilk  and  through  the  same  vafleyB  once  trodden  by  the 
weary  feet  of  GK>d'6  eternal  Son.  Oamping  on  Olivet,  lunch- 
ing at  Jericho,  bathing  in  the  Jordan,  drinMng  from  Jacob's 
well,  sleeping  in  Nazareth,  and  then  spending  a  Snnday  on 
Cannel,  Tabor,  or  some  other  mount  of  eqnal  interest.  Oonld 
any  thing  be  more  inspiring  { 

The  present  population  of  Palestine  is  not  over  four  hundred 
thousand,  and  appears  yearly  to  be  diminishing.  No  new  vil- 
ages  are  springing  up,  and  the  old  ones  are  slowly  going  to  de- 
cay. The  people,  too,  are  becoming  impoverished ;  there  is  less 
wealth  among  the  fellaheen,  fewer  horses,  camels,  and  stock  oif 
all  kinds,  than  formerly.  Fruit  and  forest  trees  are  also  disap- 
pearing. Oarmel  was  ahnost  stripped  of  its  timber  for  the 
Suez  canal,  and  as  fruit  trees  are  taxed  whether  they  bear  or 
not,  few  are  planted.  Every  thing  appears  to  be  finished;  there 
is  no  progress,  no  improvement  of  any  kind. 

These  evils  are  in  part  owing  to  the  frequent  incursions  of 
the  Bedouin8>,and  consequent  insecurity  of  life  and  property. 
These  wild  Arabs  of  the  desert  are  as  uncivilized  as  they 
were  three  thousand  years  ago,  and  the  government  seems 
to  have  no  control  over  them.  Within  a  year  they  have 
plundered  villages  and  robbed  caravans  in  sight  of  Jerusalem. 
But  this  condition  of  things  is  mainly  due  to  Turkish  rule,  or 
rather  misrule.  The  people  have  no  constitutional  government, 
no  courts  of  justice,  no  trials  by  jury.  The  Sultan  claims  to 
own  the  country  and  every  thing  in  it.  The  taxes,  which 
amount  to  from  ten  to  fifty  per  cent.,  are  not  equally  assessed, 
but  farmed  out  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  frequently  is  some 
merciless  agent  of  the  Government.  This  system  of  taxation  is 
cmshing  the  nation  to  death,  and  has  brought  about  the  present 
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wretched  oondition  of  Tnrkeyy  which  is  due  almoet  wholly 
to  the  rapacity,  oormptioii,  and  cnielty  of  the  pashas  and  thebr 
tax-ooUeetony  who  have  literally  socked  the  life-blood  out  of 
the  land.  It  is  no  object  for  the  oppressed  tillers  of  the  soil 
to  raise  any  thing  beyond  their  immediate  wants,  as  they  are 
despoiled  of  all  their  sorplns  crops  by  fhese  rapadons  task- 
masters. 

If  half  the  extortion  is  tme  these  collectors  are  charged  with, 
they  mnst  be  worse  than  the  publicans  of  old.  Then,  all  the 
able-bodied  men  are  pressed  into  the  army,  leaving  only  the  aged 
and  the  women  to  coltivate  the  land.  These  peasant  women 
do  most  of  the  mannal  labor,  are  generally  treated  as  slaves^ 
never  as  the  eqmds  of  man,  and,  like  all  women  in  the  Orient^ 
oocnpy  a  snbordinate  position,  and  have  no  rights  that  man  is 
bonnd  to  respect  They  are  good  field  hands,  and  many  of 
thmn  very  powerfoL  During  the  late  war  the  Bnssians,  having 
captured  a  Turkish  fortress  in  which  there  were  many  females, 
the  Bussian  officer  in  command  issued  an  order  pennitting  all 
the  women  to  leave,  taking  with  them  any  thing  they  could 
carry.  He,  however,  was  greatiy  surprised  when  he  saw  every 
woman  march  out  with  a  man  on  her  back ! 

In  the  Ottoman  Empire  all  soldiers  are  conscripted,  and  no 
substitutes  allowed.  It  is  a  singnlar  fact,  however,  that  the 
men  who  can  afford  to  pay  liberal  haokaheesh  are  never  drafted. 
The  law  provides  that  only  one  out  of  a  family  shall  be  taken, 
but  the  demand  for  men  is  so  great  they  take  all  old  enough  to 
serve.  The  law  also  exempts  an  only  son  and  the  husband  of  a 
helpless  wife ;  no  respect,  however,  is  paid  to  this  statute.  After 
the  conscription  they  are  allowed  to  return  home  for  a  few 
weeks,  but  should  they  fail  to  report  for  duty  at  the  proper 
time,  and  can't  be  found,  the  next  akin — ^perhaps  the  father,  or 
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Ml  elder  brother — is  airested,  and  held  bb  a  hostage  till  the  0OI- 
dier  is  deUveied  np,  who  ia  Mrerel j  baatinadoed  aa  a  deserter. 
Ton  can  oonoeive  of  nothing  more  heart-rending  than  the 
removal  of  theae  oenacripta  from  their  villagea.  The  friends 
gather  round  them  and  sit  and  weep  for  horns.  The  whole  vil- 
lage is  in  monming,  and  when  finally  they  are  marched  off 
their  relatives  follow  them  aa  to  the  grave. 

On  one  occasion  we  witnessed  the  departure  of  a  regiment 
of  these  men  for  the  seat  of  war.  It  was  an  affecting  scene  to 
see  them  first  kiss  and  then  embrace  their  loved  ones.  A  long 
caravan  of  camels  led  the  way  with  the  baggage ;  then  came 
the  soldiers  on  foot,  followed  by  their  friends — ^wives  with  their 
babes  either  sitting  on  their  shoulders  or  shing  over  their  backs^ 
and  mothers  weeping  aa  if  their  hearts  would  break.  One, 
both  aged  and  blind,  was  led  up  that  she  might  touch  once  more 
her  son  and  only  support,  and  aa  ahe  laid  her  wrinkled  hand 
upon  his  face  his  manly  heart  gave  way,  and  he  wept  like  a  lit- 
tlechild.  Poor  wretches  I  well  might  they  weep  I  forthey  serve 
without  pay,  have  nothing  to  leave  for  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  not  one  in  ten  will  ever  return  again. 

But  the  saddest  scene  was  after  the  soldiers  had  aU  left, 
when  the  crowd  dispersed,  and  the  wives  and  children,  mothers 
and  sisters,  came  back  through  the  gates  of  the  dty  to  their 
desolate  homes,  with  no  means  to  support,  no  religion  to  com- 
fort, no  Government  to  protect  them. 

Foreigners  are  not  subject  to  these  outrages,  and  are  about 
the  only  privileged  class  in  the  country.  Turkey  by  her  treat- 
ies with  foreign  nations  transfers  all  authority  over  foreigners 
to  their  respective  consuls.  80  that  a  citizen  of  another  coun- 
try, residing  in  Turkey,  is  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
his  consul,  who  aloDc  has  power  to  arrest,  try,  and  punish  him ; 
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and  all  charges  againBt  him  must  be  presented  in  the  consular 
court  of  his  own  country,  of  which  the  Oonsul  is  judge  and 
jury.  The  result  is,  we  have  a  dozen  or  more  independent 
tribunals  representing  the  leading  nations  of  the  world,  clothed 
with  almost  absolute  authority,  and  exercising,  in  some  cases,  tho 
power  of  life  and  death.  Each  consulate  is  the  head  of  the 
govemment  it  represents,  and  has  its  own  subjects,  courts,  offi- 
cers, and  prison,  and  the  execution,  if  not  the  making,  of  its  own 
laws.  The  decisions  of  these  difEerent  courts  are  often  partial^ 
and  sometimes  conflict  with  each^  other,  and,  there  being  no 
court  of  appeals  or  international  court  having  appellate  juris- 
diction in  such  cases,  many  questions  can  never  be  settled,  and 
the  guilty  often  go  unpunished ;  so  that  really,  with  all  these 
courts  and  govemorsy  there  is  very  little  justice,  and  very  poor 
government. 

Jerusalem  is  a  city  of  about  thirty  thousand  inhabitants—^ 
twenty  thousand  of  whom  are  Jews,  the  remainder  being  about 
equally  divided  between  Mohanunedans  and  Christians.  The 
Christian  population  is  made  up  of  Greeks,  Latins,  Arminians, 
Syrians,  Copts,  and  a  few  Protestants.  With  the  exception  of 
those  earnest  workers  connected  with  the  Protestant  missions 
there  is  very  little  vital  piety  among  any  of  them,  every  thing 
formal,  ceremonial,  mechanicaL  The  late  Right  Bev.  Bishop 
Gobat,  Anglican  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  was  a  liberal,  intelligent, 
godly  man,  and  did  much  for  his  Master's  cause.  After  spend* 
ing  more  than  half  a  century  in  hard  missionary  work  in  Abys- 
sinia and  Syria,  in  his  eightieth  year  he  resigned  his  office,  and 
with  it  his  life,  as  within  a  few  months  thereafter  death  closed 
his  eventful  career.  May  his  mantle  fall  on  some  worthy 
Elishal 

About  the  only  difference  between  the  Greek  and 
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ClitircheB  is  the  absence  in  the  former  of  all  images,  and  then 
the  privilege  is  allowed  lier  priesthood  of  marrying  once.  A 
friend  of  mine,  stopping  on  one  occasion  with  a  Greek  priest, 
observed  him  washing  the  clotliee,  and  doing  many  other  little 
turns  the  good  housewife  usually  attends  to  with  us,  and  was 
prompted  to  inquire  of  the  priest  if  his  wife  waa  sick  J  "  O, 
no!"  was  the  reply,  "but  yon  know  we  priests  are  only  al- 


lowed one  wife,  and  if  I  permitted  my  wife  to  expose  herself 
she  might  take  cold  and  die ;  then  what  would  become  of  me  1 
I  conld  never  marry  again."  Sure  enough ;  what  would  become 
of  oar  poor  widowers  if  they  could  never  marry  again  1 

What  the  future  of  Palestine  is  to  be  under  the  protectorate 
of  England  time  alone  can  tell.  How  far  the  Sublime  Porte 
will  carry  out  the  proposed  reforms  remains  to  be  seen.  We 
predict,  however,  an  utter  failure,  as  the  great  mass  of  the  popu- 
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lation  arc  bigoted  Mohammedans,  who  would  rather  die  than 
submit  to  Christian  rule.  And  as  to  the  return  of  God's  scat- 
tered Israel  to  the  Promised  Land,  we  must  wait  further  devel- 
opments. There  are  now  about  thirty  thousand  Jews  in  all 
Palestine.  They  are  meetly  from  Poland  and  Bussia,  and  come 
here  not  to  develop  the  country,  but  from  religious  motives,  to 
mourn  over  the  desolation  of  Zion,  and  to  die,  that  their  bodies 
may  sleep  with  their  fathers  in  holy  ground.  They  are  gener- 
ally aged  and  poor,  living  on  the  alms  of  their  people  collected 
in  Europe  and  America.  It  will  require  a  different  class  of 
immigrants  altogether  to  restore  this  cursed  land  to  what  it 
once  was.  The  latest  programme  for  Palestine  is  not  Jewish, 
but  papal  occupancy.  The  Jesuits  of  Europe  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  state  of  things  in  Italy,  and  there  is  a  movement  on 
foot  to  make  Jerusalem  the  head  of  the  Latin  Church.  Com- 
missioners have  been  appointed  to  negotiate  for  the  territory. 
Engineers  have  surveyed  a  railroad  from  Jaffa  to  Jerusalem. 
Money  is  being  collected  for  this  road,  and  the  erection  of  a 
magnificent  palace  for  his  holiness  on  Mount  Zion,  to  which 
the  wealth  of  the  Vatican  is  to  be  transferred ;  here  the  suo- 
oessoiB  to  St  Peter  are  to  reign,  and  the  '^  City  of  the  Great 
Eing"  is  to  be  the  future  head  of  the  Bomish  Pontificate. 
Lord  Beaoonsfield,  however,  may  have  something  to  say  in  the 
future  disposition  of  Palestine. 


CHAPTEK  n. 

TBOM  3 AFT  A  TO  TSBVBAIXU. 

OldMt  Sea-port  in  the  World— Diffioiiltjr  of  landing— Oriental  Uf e— Flidn  of  9^ 
roD — City  of  the  Oreet  King^— Pint  Impreaflioiia — Jews*  WaOing-plaee— Bnia 
and  deaoUtion— >Ihtereit  awakened  by  the  Holy  Flaoea. 

JAFFA,  or  ancient  Joppa,  the  port  of  JeroBalem,  and  oldest 
searport  in  the  world,  the  very  same  from  which  Jonah 
embarked  on  his  eventfal  voyage,  and  where,  it  ib  said,  Koali 
launched  his  ark  npon  the  fihorelees  deep,  is  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  harbors  to  enter,  and,  when  the  weather  is  stormy,  to 
land  is  almost  impossible. 

We  had  been  favored  with  pleasant  weather  and  a  pleasant 
passage  over  the  Mediterranean,  and  were  promising  ourselves 
a  pleasant  landing  the  next  morning  at  JafEa,  when  about  mid- 
night,  the  last  night  we  were  out,  all  at  once  there  arose  a 
fearful  storm,  and  as  we  approached  the  port  in  the  early  mom 
the  wind  was  blowing  a  gale,  and  the  waves  threatened  to  en- 
gulf the  little  boats  that  ventured  out  to  take  the  passengers 
ashore.  Many  on  board  were  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  the 
holy  places,  and  it  was  frightful  to  see  the  poor  wretches 
swung  out  over  the  sides  of  the  ship  by  ropes  tied  round  their 
waists,  and,  after  dangling  in  the  air  till  the  proper  moment, 
dropped  into  the  boats  below,  the  sea  being  too  rough  to  land 
them  in  the  usual  way.  Finally,  it  came  our  turn  to  quit  the 
ship.  How  this  was  accomplished  we  shall  leave  for  some  one 
else  to  relate.    The  great  difficulty  was  in  getting  into  the 

small   boat,  which  one  moment  would  rise  level  with   the 
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steamer's  deck,  and  the  next  sink  with  the  reoedmg  waten 
until  lost  to  view  under  the  sides  of  the  ship.  With  fear  and 
trembling  we  waited  our  opportunity,  and,  as  the  little  boat 
rose  on  the  swell  of  the  sea,  made  the  leap ;  it  seemed  like  leap- 
ing into  the  jaws  of  death,  bnta  gracions  Proyidence  ordered 
it  otherwise.  Thongh  now  safely  in  the  boat,  we  were  still  a 
mile  from  shore.  I  shall  never  forget  that  ride.  The  storm 
raged  with  increasing  violence.  I  thought  of  Jonah's  advent- 
ure on  this  same  coast,  of  Paul's  shipwreck  in  this  same  sea, 
and  of  Andromeda  chained  to  the  rocks  over  which  the  waves 
were  now  dashing,  threatening  us  with  the  same  fate.  One 
billow  brok^  over  us,  and  when  my  wife  exclaimed,  "  We  are 
lost  I  we  are  lost  I "  I  thought  for  a  moment  we  were  gone. 
Another  wave  like  it  would  certainly  swamp  us ;  and  it  is  com- 
ing ;  we  see  its  foaming  crest  on  our  starboard ;  it  is  also  seen  at 
the  same  moment  by  the  helmsman.  ^'  Hard-a-port  I "  he  shouts 
to  the  six  swarthy  men  at  the  oars.  The  wave  strikes  us  harm- 
lessly, and,  lifting  us  like  a  feather  on  its  heaving  bosom,  bears 
us  safely  to  the  shore. 

Jaffa  contains  a  population  of  perhaps  fifteen  thousand,  not- 
withstanding it  has  been  destroyed  and  rebuilt  a  dozen  times. 
The  last  scene  in  its  bloody  history  was  enacted  by  Napoleon  L 
in  1799,  when  he  cruelly  put  to  death  its  garrison  of  four 
thousand  Albanians,  after  stipulating,  as  a  condition  of  sur- 
render, that  their  lives  should  be  spared ;  and  then  poisoned  his 
own  soldiers  who  were  too  sick  to  follow  him  in  his  retreat  from 
Syria,  after  his  repulse  at  Acre.  The  site  of  Simon's  house, 
<<  the  tanner  "  with  whom  Peter  was  stopping  when  he  raised 
Tabitha  to  Uf  e,  and  where  he  had  his  vision  of  the  Gospel  dis- 
pensatipn,  is  still,  with  good  authority,  pointed  out  ^^  by  the 
^ea-side." 


The  city,  being  situated  on  a,  commandiTig  bluff,  crowned 
with  the  gOTemor's  palace,  presents  a  picturesque  appearance 
from  the  water ;  but  no  sooner  do  your  feet  touch  the  shore 
than  all  thcee  first  impressione  are  disaipated.  The  streets  are 
crooked,  narrow,  and  filthy ;  crowded  with  camels,  donkeys 
and  dogs,  be^ars,  lepers,  and  half-naked  Arabs,  rendering  it 
difiScult  to  pass  between  them.  The  moment,  however,  you 
leave  the  city  the  whole  scene  is  changed.    Yon  are  now  in 
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the  land  of  sacred  and  classic  lore,  of  dreams  and  legends,  of 
sunshine  and  flowers.  And  the  groves  of  bananas,  oranges  and 
pomegranates,  incloeed  witli  hedges  of  blooming  cacti ;  the  veiled 
women  reclining  under  the  palm-trees,  or  strolling  among  the 
tombs ;  and  the  turbaned  men,  with  their  long  beards  and  flow- 
ing robes  sitting  in  the  city  gates,  or  smoking  their  nargilehs 
under  tlieir  "  own  vine  and  tig-tree,"  remind  one  of  patriarchal 
times,  and  present  a  scene  only  to  be  met  with  in  the  East. 

Jerusalem  is  two  thousand  six  hundred  feet  above,  and  thuty- 
five  miles  east  of  Jaffa ;  and  apart  from  the  wretched  people 


you  meet  by  the  way,  some  Wind,  others  lame,  and  all  in  rags, 
nothing  could  be  more  delightful  than  this  ride  of  ten  hours. 
For  twenty  miles  the  road  lies  over  the  flowery  Plain  of  Sha- 
ron, the  country  of  the  old  Philistines,  and  through  the  very 
com-flelds  destroyed  by  Samson's  foxes.  We  begin  ascending 
the  Mountains  of  Judea  from  the  valley  of  Ajalon,  where 
Joshua  defeated  the  five  kings  of  the  Amorites.  The  road 
from  here  crosses  a  succession  of  ridges,  from  the  suminite  of 
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which  we  get  grand  views  of  the  Land  of  Oanaan ;  from  one 
point  in  particular,  near  Emmana,  where  Chriat  revealed  him- 
self to  two  of  hia  diaciples  on  the  day  of  hia  reanrrection,  the 
whole  plain  of  Sharon,  from  Carmel  to  Aakelon,  dotted  with 
villages^  with  the  blue  sea  on  the  distant  horizon,  may  be  seent 
Bnt  we  have  no  time  to  muse  on  the  landscape.  The  object 
of  onr  jonmey  and  our  heart's  desire  lies  just  beyond  the  ridge 
before  ns — the  highest  of  the  range.  We  spur  np  onr  jaded 
horses,  and  soon  cross  the  great  mountain  barrier  between  the 
Dead  Sea  and  Mediterranean,  when  lot  Jerusalem,  all  aglow 
in  the  gleams  of  a  gorgeous  sunset,  bursts  upon  our  vision,  and 
with  hearts  throbbing  with  unutterable  emotion  we  ride  through 
the  ^^  Gtttes  of  Zion,"  and  dismount  in  the  ^  Oity  of  Otoi/^ 

If  in  visiting  the  battle-fields  of  Marathon  or  Bunker  HOI 
one  feels  inspired  with  patriotic  ardor,  is  it  not  a  cold  philoso- 
phy which  would  suppress  our  religious  emotions  when  we 
visit  the  scene  of  our  Lord's  great  triumph  over  death  and  hell  t 
Such  objects  of  interest  as  Bethany,  Gethsemane  and  Gol- 
gotha give  wings  to  our  faith,  and  warm  the  heart  with  in- 
ereased  zeaL  Though  we  may  not  be  able  to  determine  the 
precise  spot  where  the  events  occurred  which  render  sacred 
these  places^  such  is  the  influence  of  the  name  of  Jesus,  and 
the  glory  of  his  personal  presence,  the  whole  land  seems  frsr 
grant  with  his  memory.  What  hallowed  recollections  the  walls 
and  towers  of  Zion  awaken  1  What  influences  have  gone  out 
from  this  center  I  Toward  Calvary  the  hearts  of  millions  daily 
turn  for  comfort,  and  when  we  have  forgotten  every  other 
event  of  time,  the  Gross,  with  its  bleeding,  dying  Victim,  the 
tomb  of  Joseph,  radiant  with  immortality,  and  Olivet,  flashing 
with  the  glory  of  our  ascending  King,  will  still  be  fresh  in 
our  memories. 
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Tme,  visiting  these  places  is  not  devotion,  nor  can  they 
make  ns  better  or  wiser,  and  yet,  as  mnsic  soothes  the  soul,  and 
the  presence  of  a  friend  cheers  the  heart,  so  the  sight  of  these 
sacred  spots  fills  ns  with  emotions  of  pleasure  we  can  never 
express. 

^£yen  the  lifeless  stone  is  dear 
For  thoughts  of  EQm.'' 

Alas  for  onr  race,  if  we  had  to  come  to  the  Jordan  to  be 
baptized,  or  to  Jerusalem  to  worship !  We  rejoice  in  the  pure, 
simple,  majestic  system  of  salvation  by  faith  in  Christ,  stripped 
of  all  the  forms,  legends,  and  superstitions  rites  that  a  corrupt 
priesthood  wonid  substitute  for  divine  worship.  Let  us  bless 
heaven  for  the  simple  truth,  the  priceless  gift  of  God  to  man ! 

Why  God  selected  this  city  before  all  others  for  the  habita- 
tion of  his  holiness  will,  perhaps,  never  be  known ;  but  so  long 
as  our  race  occupies  this  globe  the  name  of  Jerusalem  will  be 
sacred.  It  must  always  be  regarded  as  the  capital  of  Christen- 
dom, the  great  center  of  religious  interest,  and  the  most  memo- 
rable spot  on  earth.  Even  they  who  discard  our  faith  must 
reverence  this  city  for  its  great  antiquity  and  historic  asso 
ciations.  Long  before  Rome,  or  Athens,  or  Thebes  were 
founded,  Jerusalem  lifted  her  towers  from  the  crest  of  Mount 
Son.  Though  dethroned  and  impoverished,  she  is  still  in- 
vested with  imperishable  dignity.  In  Solomon's  time  she  was 
"the  perfection  of  beauty,"  the  "joy  of  the  whole  earth;" 
great  in  wealth,  powerful  in  war,  and  luxurious  in  peace.  Her 
gorgeous  Temple — ^the  first  ever  built  with  hands  for  the  invisi- 
ble Jehovah — and  her  magnificent  palaces  were  unrivaled. 
When  Titus  beheld  her  beauty  he  felt  grieved  to  mar  her 
works  of  art  with  the  sword  and  torch.  Richard,  the  lion- 
hearted  King  of  England,  counted  it  honor  enough  to  look 
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vtpcetk  her  bsttlementB  from  the  top  of  ScopoB.  The  annj  of 
Onuaden,  after  fighting  their  w%j  to  the  very  portals  of  the 
H0I7  Oity,  fell  upon  their  knees,  coTered  their  &ces  with  their 
shieldB,  and  wept  like  children,  considering  themselyeB  nnworthj 
even  to  behold  her  glory ;  and  conntleas  thonsands  of  noble 
knights  have  laid  down  their  lires  for  the  privilege  of  standing 
within  her  gates.  This  reverence  for  the  place  continnes  to 
the  present.  Jew,  Mnssolman,  and  Ohristian  still  oondder  her 
tfie  Queen  city,  and  pilgrims  from  all  lands,  in  great  nnmbers, 
annually  visit  her.  Many  of  them  come  to  die,  esteeming  it  a 
privilege  to  be  bnried  in  the  soil  made  sacred  by  the  ashes  of 
the  Patriarchs  and  the  blood  of  our  world's  Bedeemer. 

The  first  impression  on  entering  the  city  is  one  of  disappoint- 
ment. There  is  nothing  cheerfol  about  the  place ;  a  mass  of 
stone  houses  of  Saracenic  style,  without  windows,  courts,  gar- 
dens, or  any  comforts ;  narrow,  gloomy  streets,  without  drain- 
age, lamps,  or  sidewalks.  On  Mount  Moriah  you  see  the  crecu 
oent  elevated  above  the  rock  over  which  the  grand  temple  of 
Solomon  once  lifted  its  golden  dome.  Mount  Zion,  the  site  of 
the  royal  city  of  David,  is  now  mostly  without  the  walls,  and 
used  as  a  cemetery.  Ophel,  once  the  most  magnificent  part  of 
the  city,  is  now  either  ^^  plowed  as  a  field,"  or  overrun  with 
weeds  and  prickly-pear.  The  vaUey  through  which  fiowed 
^  the  sweet  gliding  Eedron  "  is  filled  up  with  loose  stones  to  a 
depth  of  from  forty  to  fifty  feet,  and  is  now  entirely  dry ;  and 
much  of  the  dty  within  the  waUs  is  in  the  same  deplorable 
condition— open  courts  filled  with  garbage,  whole  squares  de 
sorted  or  given  up  to  the  lepers  and  dogs,  and  the  entire  dty 
^^  trodden  down  by  the  G^tiles."  But  beneath  this  accnmula 
tion  of  filth,  covered  with  rubbish,  lies  the  ^^Oity  of  the  Oreat 
King.''    Dig  down  almost  anywhere  within  the  old  walls,  fifty 
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or  a  hundred  feet,  and  yen  will  come'npon  broken  oolnmnni 
grand  gate-ways,  masaiye  BubstnictnreB,  and  other  jremainB  of 
a  great  city — ^in  fact,  dty  over  city,  honse  on  top  of  hooflOi 
generation  above  generation.  This  buried  city  is  the  Jerusa- 
lem of  Christ  It  was  through  these  subterranean  streets  that 
the  ^^ Man  of  sorrows"  bore  the  weighty  instrument  of  his 
torture  and  death  to  the  scene  of  his  crucifizion;  and  in  the 
present  mined  condition  of  the  place  wei  see  the  literal  ful* 
fillment  of  the  prophecy  he  uttered  in  reference  to  this  dty, 
« There  shall  not  be  left  one  stone  upon  another,  that  shall 
not  be  thrown  down."  * 

This  rubbish  is  the  accumulation  of  ages.  Jerusalem  has 
been  destroyed  a  score  of  times  by  war,  fire,  and  earthquakes, 
and  when  the  place  was  rebuilt  the  rubbish  was  not  removed, 
but  merely  leveled  ofE,  and  a  new.dty  built  on  the  ruins  of  the 
old. 

Then  the  streets  of  all  Oriental  dties  are  very  narrow,  and 
the  people  spend  most  of  their  time  in  the  open  air,  throwing 
all  their  garbage,  ashes,  and  every  thing  else  into  the  streets. 
Bo  if  we  suppose  this  o£Eal  to  accumulate  at  the  rate  of  but  one 
indi  in  a  year,  we  have  in  twenty  centuries  one  hundred  and 
sixty  feet  of  dibris. 

In  digging  a  foundation  for  a  mission  school  on  Mount  2on| 
they,  at  a  depth  of  twenty  feet,  came  upon  a  laige  column 
standing  erect,  belonging  to  some  andent  edifice,  whidi  they 
concluded  to  use  as  a  cornerstone  for  the  foundation ;  and  when 
the  house  was  completed,  they  began  digging  in  the  court-yard 
for  a  cistern,  when  they  struck  upon  a  massive  stone  toweri 
probably  belonging  to  the  same  edifice  the  column  did,  which 
they  thought  would  answer  for  a  dstem ;  but  when  ftlAftning  it 
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out  before  cementing,  they  found  it.  full  of  Lutnan  ekuUs  and 
bones,  the  skeletonB,  perhaps,  of  soldiers  who  fell  in  defense  of 
their  citadel ;  and  that  old  tower  is  the  cistern  of  the  mission 
School  to-day. 

Those  who  feel  disappointed  in  the  wretched  ontward  ap- 
pearance of  Jemsalem  forget  that  according  to  prophecy  the 


place  was  to  be  "  laid  waete,"  and  become  a  "  heap  of  rubbish," 
and  that,  if  it  presented  any  other  appearance  than  it  does,  it 
would  lose  all  interest  to  the  Christian,  as  it  would  falsify  the 
predictions  concerning  it. 

Over  this  waete  the  Jews  are  constantly  pouring  their  lamentar 
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tionSy  and  nothing  could  be  moiu  touchingly  sad  than  a  visit  to 
their  '^  wailing-place "  on  the  western  side  of  the  old  temple 
wall,  thej  not  being  allowed  to  enter  the  indosure  of  their 
own  sanctuary.  Here,  on  the  eve  of  their  Sabbath,  hundreds 
of  the  children  of  Abraham  may  be  seen  kissing  the  6old  stoneSy 
some  praj-ing  or  reading  portions  of  Scripture,  and  others 
weeping  as  if  their  hearts  would  break  over  the  desolation  of 
Zion. 

They  come  from  all  lands — ^are  of  every  age,  from  youth  to 
fourscore  years;  and  this  sobbing,  sorrowing  multitude  have 
been  coming  through  a  long  course  of  years,  century  after 
century,  ever  since  the  destruction  of  their  temple  and  city  by 
the  Komans.  What  superstition,  what  devotion,  what  faith  I 
Among  their  lamentations  may  be  heard,  "  O,  may  our  Father 
in  liis  infinite  mercy  compassionate  his  orphans,  and  gather  his 
dispersed  children  to  the  holy  land  1  O  Lord,  return  to  thy 
city  I  build  thine  holy  oracles,  dwell  in  thine  house,  and  gather 
in  thy  scattered  flock.  May  it  please  God,  who  is  mighty  in 
works,  thus  to  command.^' 

And  it  is  so  with  the  whole  country.  You  see  nothing  but 
ruin  and  desolation  every-whcre.  The  people  are  poor  and 
ignorant,  the  land  neglected  and  barren,  and  the  towns  filthy 
and  cheerless.  Yet  many  of  these  insignificant  and  ruined  vil- 
lages possess  greater  interest  to  the  enlightened  Christian  than 
tthe  most  ancient  and  renowned  cities  of  the  pagan  world. 
'What  is  Nineveh,  or  Babylon,  or  Thebes,  in  comparison  with 
Bethel,  or  Bethlehem,  or  Nazareth  ?  Many  count  it  a  great 
privilege  to  visit  the  tomb  of  Washington,  or  Napoleon ;  how 
much  more  to  visit  the  tomb  of  such  a  man  as  Abraham,  or 
Joseph,  or  David  1 
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CHAPTER  nL 

A  WALE  ABOUT  ZION. 

fltraD  ttrauBd  the  Holy  Ol^r— •Points  of  Intenst— flnggoithroof  OhriUli  TVirabkn 
Ideotitj  of  Um  Holj  Plaow    The  Enduring  Word— Benill  of  tMwitMft  Li- 
TOftigation. 

lyyO  city  in  the  world  ib  more  Bacred  in  its  associationB  than 
i.1  Jenualoniy  and  none  more  charming  as  a  pkce  of  residence. 
The  average  snmmer  temperatnre  is  from  eighty-f onr  to  eighty- 
siz  degrees  Fahrenheit,  and  the  winters  are  equally  mild  and 
pleasant — ^birds  singing  and  flowers  blooming  the  year  round. 
Fancy  for  a  moment  yourself  in  the  City  of  David ;  getting 
up  early  to  see  the  sun  rise  over  the  mountains  of  Moab ;  then 
going  down  to  the  tomb  of  Christ,  or  up  into  the  ^'  courts  of 
the  Lord's  house "  on  Moriah,  for  morning  prayers ;  or  stroll- 
ing along  Yia  Dolorosa,  under  the  Ecce  Ilomo  Arch,  by  the 
Judgment-hall  of  Pilate,  and  out  of  St.  Stephen's  gate ;  cross- 
ing the  Kodron  on  a  little  stone  bridge,  and  turning  into  the 
garden  of  Gethsemane  on  your  left  for  meditation;  sitting 
down  under  one  of  the  old  oUye  trees  perhaps  marking  the 
spot  of  our  Lord's  agony,  and  gathering  beautiful  wild  flowers 
from  beneath  yoar  feet,  crimsoned  as  with  his  bloody  sweat ; 
then,  continuing  your  stroll  over  Olivet  by  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  pausing  for  a  moment  to  rest  on  tlic  traditional  rock 
where  Christ  sat  when  he  wept  over  the  doomed  city  of  the  Jews, 
and  on  out  to  Bethany,  visiting  the  reputed  house  of  Simon  the 
leper,  and  of  Mary  and  Martha,  and  the  tomb  of  their  brother 

Lazarus.    Then,  returning  by  the  tombs  of  the  prophets,  and 
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wandering  on  down  the  Kedron  Valley  to  the  Pool  of  Siloam, 
bathing  yonr  eyes  in  ita  limpid  waters,  that  they  may  never  ache 
again;  and  sweeping  round  into  the  valley  of  Ilinnom;  climb- 
ing up  to  Aceldama,  on  the  slopes  of  the  Mount  of  Evil  Coun- 
sel, the  very  "  field  of  blood  "  purchased  with  the  thirty  pieces 
of  silver  Judas  received  for  the  betrayal  of  his  Lord ;  and  on 
up  the  steep  sides  of  Zion,  to  its  highest  summit;  resting  for  a 
few  minutes  in  the  upper-room  where  it  is  said  the  disciples 
were  assembled  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  poured  out  upon  them ;  and  from  thence  through  the  gate 
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of  Zion,  back  to  yonr  hotel  for  breakfast  by  eight  o'clock. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  delighfnl  than  snch  a  tnomjng  walk  i 
Yon  can  live  more  in  one  year  here  than  in  a  life-time  anywhere 
else  in  all  the  world.  And,  what  ie  remarkable,  these  places 
never  lose  their  intereet-.     The  whole  land  '^ems  to  breathe  an 


inepiration,  and  every  object  recalls  some  event  in  Scripture,  or 
serves  to  illostrate  some  of  our  Lord's  narratives  or  parables. 
The  sparrow  that  chirps  in  your  window  recalls  the  Saviour's 
discourse  on  a  special  providence,  and  you  can  ahnoet  imagine 
yon  hear  him  say,  "  Are  ye  not  of  more  value  than  many  spar- 
rows?"    The  lilies  that  bloom  in  the  valley  forcibly  remind 
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us  of  Lis  beantiful  leesons  of  humility,  meekness,  and  faitlL. 
And  the  lepera  sitting  by  the  way-side,  the  fig-tree  patting  forth 
its  leaves,  the  shepherds  watching  their  flocks,  the  women 
grinding  at  the  mill,  the  men  praying  on  the  house-top,  and 
"  the  hyssop  that  springeth  ont  of  the  walls,"  all  impress  na 
with  the  truthfulness  of  the  inspired  record. 


And  is  it  not  refreshing  in  these  latter  days,  when  a  class  of 
skeptics  called  men  of  science  are  trying  to  discredit  revelation  by 
attributing  every  miracle  to  natural  causes,  and  treating  as  mere 
Oriental  legends  every  narrative  and  divine  truth  they  can't  ex- 
plain away  by  huntan  reasoning,  to  find  some  old  landmarks 
that  fully  corroborate  the  sacred  record,  and  establish  beyond 
controversy  the  credibility  of  the  Seriptnres  ? 

The  Bible  was  not  written  ;is  a  book  i>f  science,  but  "-  n  rev- 


mBNTITY   OP  TUB  HOLY   PLAGES.  187 

elation  bearing  upon  man's  moral  character  and  destinj.  8oi- 
entists  Bhonld  confine  their  researches  to  the  natural  world*  II 
is  assnmption  for  them  to  invade  the  spiritual,  and  treat  as 
'  cunningly  devised  fables  "  every  thing  they  cannot  compre- 
hend. The  great  truths  of  religion  are  to  be  received  by  faith, 
and  that  which  is  susceptible  of  demonstiation  can  never  be  an 
object  of  faith.  '*  If  any  man  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of 
the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God." ' 

Many  visit  the  Iloly  Land  with  the  evident  intent  of  throw- 
ing discredit  on  every  thing  sacred.  One  author  writes:  ^^1 
like  to  feel  assured  that  all  these  localities  are  fabulous  and 
apociyphal;"  another  facetiously  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
tombs  of  the  patriarchs,  '^  I  don't  know  and  don't  care  where 
they  are  buried ; "  also  in  speaking  of  the  place  of  our  Saviour's 
birth,  death,  and  resurrection,  many,  without  investigating  the 
subject,  indulge  in  the  expressions  ''  purely  fabulous,  unmiti- 
gated fictions,"  ^^  nothing  but  lying  legends."  And  yet  there 
never  has  been  and  never  can  be  one  sound  argument  ofteroC 
against  the  verity  of  these  places.  Not  only  the  Bible,  but  all 
history,  sacred  and  profane,  backed  by  the  traditions  of  eighteen 
hundred  years,  and  supported  by  all  modem  explorations  and 
scientific  researches  fix  the  location  of  these  events  on,  or  very 
near,  the  precise  spot  where  they  are  pointed  out.  The  identity 
of  theX^loliseum  at  Home,  or  the  Parthenon  at  Athens,  cannot 
be  more  dearly  established  than  that  of  the  temple  of  Solo- 
mon, the  inn  of  Bethlehem,  or  the  tomb  of  Christ 

We  greatly  deplore  that  these  holy  places  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  ignorant,  unprincipled  priests  and  monks,  who 
practice  all  kinds  of  deception  on  the  credulous,  and  abuse 
'heir  ofiice  by  making  merchandise  of  sacred  things.     Still, 

John  Tii,  11. 
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this  does  not  affect  the  trath,  and  we  are  not  to  reject  the  real 
because  superstition  has  invested  it  with  ridicnlous  absurdities 
and  falsehoods.  Some  argne  that  our  Lord  designedly  blotted 
ont  every  trace  of  his  presence  when  on  earth,  and  that  the 
world  was  never  to  know  where  the  great  events  of  his  history 
transpired.      Bnt  why?     We  see  his  foot-prints  in  creation. 


QETItSBHiINI   ASD  OLIVW. 


why  not  in  redemption !  Wliy  tell  m  where  he  was  bom— all 
the  circumstancee  of  bin  life;  the  river  in  wliicb  he  was  bap- 
tized ;  the  name  of  the  city  where  he  lived  ;  the  locality  of  the 
miracles  he  wrought;  the  garden  in  which  he  was  betrayed; 
the  palace  of  the  high-priest  before  whom  he  was  arraigned ; 
the  king  before  whom  he  was  tried  ;  the  place  where  he  was 
crucified,  and  all  the  particulars  of  his  burial,  resurrection,  and 
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asoeDffloii,  if  no  trace  of  these  eventB  was  ever  afterward  to  be 
diaooYeredl 

Dr.  Bobmson,  in  his  researches^  established  it  as  a  role,  ^  that 
no  traditional  information  was  of  any  anthorit j."  Yet  many 
of  these  traditions  are  of  nndonbted  antiqnity,  and  mnst  hare 
originated  in  facts.  And  we  hold  that  the  identity  of  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures  constitute  a  strong  collateral 
alignment  in  support  of  their  authenticity ;  that  the  land  should 
be  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  book — the  one  the  exponent 
of  the  other. 

The  Bible  gives  an  nnyamished  statement  of  certain  f acts, 
covering  a  period  of  many  centuries,  and  is  particular  in  giving 
names,  dates,  location,  and  all  the  details  of  the  events  as  they 
transpired.  Now,  if  these  events  actually  occurred,  there 
should  be  some  traces  of  them  left  in  the  topography  of  the 
oountry,  and  in  the  kngnage,  manners,  traditions,  and  social 
condition  of  the  people ;  otherwise  we  would  have  reason  to 
doubt  the  record,  and  every  inquirer  after  truth  visiting  those 
localities  should  carefully  weigh  and  examine  for  himself  the 
external  evidence  they  furnish  in  support  of  the  facts. 

"What  is  the  result  of  recent  scientific  investigation  ?  I  km 
happy  to  say  that  all  researches  in  Palestine  fully  agree  with 
the  facts,  and  establish  beyond  doubt  the  inspired  record ;  and, 
what  is  very  remarkable,  almost  every  place  mentioned  in  the 
Bible  where  any  great  event  transpired  may  still  be  identified 
by  its  old  Hebrew  name  in  the  Arabic  form— a  most  wonderful 
philological  ai^nment  in  support  of  the  record.  Lieut.  Lynch 
and  Captain  "Warren,  in  their  explorations,  have  brought  to  light 
arguments  that  must  forever  silence  the  objections  of  infidelity. 
The  discovery  of  the  Moabite  stone  in  1868 — the  oldest  alphsr 
betic  inscription  known — ^furnishes  a  lost  chapter  in  the  history 
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of  our  race,  a^^eing  exactly  with  the  word  of  Ood;  and 
the  late  exploration  of  the  Desert  of  Tih,  or  '^  Wilderness  of 
the  WanderingSy"  by  Messrs.  Palmer  and  Drake,  has  resulted 
not  only  in  tracing  out  the  route  of  the  Israelites,  but  in  locat- 
ing many  of  their  encampments  in  the  desert'  Even  the  old 
Pharaohs  of  Egypt  are  coming  forth  from  their  dusty  tomba 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  what  Moses  wrote  more  than 
three  thousand  years  ago.  The  Bible  is  evexy-where  found — 
written  on  the  very  rocks,  amid  the  ruins  of  the  past,  and  in 
the  language,  customs,  and  present  condition  of  the  countiy. 
Such  biblical  names  as  Abraham,  Jacob,  Moses,  Esau  and 
Joseph,  prevail  all  over  the  East ;  and  there  is  scarcely  a  wild 
Bedouin  of  the  desert  but  will  correctly  point  out  to  the  trav- 
eler  Mount  Kebo,  Ilor,  Sinai,  and  the  site  of  almost  every  city 
mentioned  in  the  Bible,  and  relate  the  principal  events  conHect> 
ed  therewith.  Names  and  places  rarely  change  in  the  Orient, 
and  great  events  are  never  forgotten.  True,  the  wars,  storms, 
and  earthquakes  of  two  thousand  years  have  wrought  many 
physical,  moral,  and  political  changes,  but  they  have  not  de- 
stroyed the  old  landmarks.  There  is  also  much  of  the  tradi- 
tional and  superstitious  mingled  with  the  reaL  Still,  the 
mountains  and  valleys,  lakes  and  rivers,  birds  and  flowers, 
remain  much  the  same,  and  the  inquirer  after  truth  will  find 
the  Scriptures  every-where  written  on  the  very  face  of  the 
Holy  Land. 

Facts  are  stubborn  things  to  resist,  and  geographical  facts 
most  stubborn  of  all ;  but  there  is  no  conflict  here  with  Reve- 
lation. The  plains  of  Moreh  and  Mamre,  where  Abraham 
first  pitched  his  tent  and  erected  his  altar  in  the  land  of 
Canaan,  remain  as  they  were  four  thousand  years  ago.    The 

>  The  Desert  of  the  Exodus,  pp.  26,  27. 
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descendaiLts  of  his  son,  Islimael,  are  wild  men  still,  as  nneivil- 
ized  to^j  as  they  erer  were.  Machpelah,  the  resting-place 
of  the  patriarchs,  has  never  been  disturbed,  and  remains  very 
much  as  when  Abraham  porchaaed  it  from  Ephxon  the  Hittite, 
and  laid  in  its  vanit  his  beloved  Sarah.    MonQts  Zion,  Hermon, 


and  Moriah,  Pisgah,  Tabor,  and  Olivet  still  stand  npon  their 
firm  fonndations,  beautiful  symbols  of  God's  unchanging  love. 
Jeraealem,  thoagb  frequently  demolished,  has  never  been  en- 
tirely destroyed.  Dig  down  anywhere  within  the  old  walls,  and 
yon  will  come  upon  streets  beantifully  paved,  grand  archways, 
deep  cisterns,  immense  columns,  secret  stair-cases,  and  long 
galleries  cnt  through  the  solid  rock,  connecting  the  temple 
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inclosure  with  distant  fountains,  and  tho  Tower  of  Antonia 
with  the  citadel  on  Mount  Zion — reaUj  wonderful  to  behold. 

As  to  the  identity  of  the  vallej  of  Ilinnom  and  the  Kodron, 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  the  Jordan,  no  question  can  be  raised. 
So  with  the  well  of  Jacob,  the  pool  of  Siloain,  and  the  tomb  of 
Bacheh  Some  doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  exact  site 
of  the  Saviour's  agony,  death,  and  ascension ;  but  you  feel  when 
visiting  the  places  designated  as  such  that  you  are  not  far  from 
the  precise  localities. 

Any  one  visiting  the  Yalley  of  the  Dead  Sea,  though  he  had 
never  seen  a  Bible — ^never  heard  of  the  overthrow  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah — ^would  be  able  to  read  the  whole  account  of 
God's  terrible  judgments  which  destroyed  the  cities  of  the 
plain  written  upon  the  scathed  rocks  and  desolate  mountains 
which  wall  in  that  dismal  gulf — ^fit  emblem  of  the  lake  of  fire. 

And  the  stranger  from  afar,  who  never  heard  of  Solomon's 
gorgeous  Temple,  standing  on  Moriah,  seeing  the  massivencss 
and  height  of  the  walls  inclosing  the  sacred  rock,  exploring 
the  great  sea  and  other  subterranean  cisterns  and  vaults  that 
underlie  the  whole  vast  area,  examining  the  numerous  beauti- 
ful gate-ways,  broken  columns,  and  arches  of  a  remote  antiquity, 
and  the  grand  system  of  aqueducts  that  supplied  the  place  with 
pure  water  from  mountain  springs  twenty  and  forty  miles  dis- 
tant, would  soon  be  persuaded  that  the  high  platform  on  which 
he  stood  must  at  one  time  have  been  the  site  of  some  grand 
temple  of  worship.  And  every  reader  of  the  Bible  would  be 
convinced  that  the  rock  beneath  the  dome  of  the  Mosque  of 
Omar  could  be  none  other  than  ^^  the  threshing-floor  of  Arau- 
nah,"  where  Abraham  built  his  altar  for  the  sacrifice  of  his 
son,  and  over  which  in  after  years  the  magnificent  Temple  of 
Solomon  was  erected. 
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The  same  ib  true  o£  tlie  Grotto  of  the  Nativity  at  Bethle- 
hem, the  tomb  of  Christ  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher, 
and  many  other  places  hallowed  by  the  presence  of  Jesus. 
They  all  agree  ^vith  the  accounts  as  given  by  the  evangelists, 
and  no  one,  after  carefully  examining  the  localities,  can  ques- 
tion the  fact  that  they  are  in  exact  accord  with  the  Bible  nai^ 
rative. 


ThT»  it  will  be  seen  that  all  explored  and  identified  localities 
are  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  narrative  of  sacred  history ; 
and  the  imagery  of  the  Bible  ako  wonderfully  corresponds 
with  the  natural  features,  productions,  and  cnstonis  of  the  coun- 
try. The  natives  still  plow,  sow,  and  reap  as  of  old;  the  soil 
still  retains  its  fertility;  the  streams  still  swarm  with  fish, 
lilies  still  bloom  in  the  valleys ;  birds  still  lodge  in  the  branches 
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of  the  tmistard  tree ;  and  every  thing  mentioned  in  the  inspired 
volume  agrees  remarkably  with  the  present  state  and  condi- 
tion of  the  land.  There  are  no  discrepancies  between  the  geo- 
graphical Btatemeiits  of  tlie  Bible  and  existing  facts,  or  the  to- 
pography of  the  country.  All  discoveries  and  researches  not 
only  elucidate  the  Scriptures,  hut  bear  witness  to  the  truth  of 
Revelation. 

Further  investigations  will,  uo  donbt,  establish  the  locality  of 
other  places,  until  all  eltepticism  as  to  the  verity  of  the  Script- 
nres  has  been  removed,  and  the  truth  of  God's  word  is  estab- 
lished forever. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

KOBIAH — THB  UOTJJSriAIN  OF  THB  LOBD's  HOUBK 

9etiie  of  Abniham*s  oAMng— Threahing-Aoor  of  Annoab— Ste  of  8oloiiion*s  Tem- 
ple— ^Rock  of  FoaDdatUm— Destrojed  by  tho  Bomaas — Rwnaimi  of  tho  Koblo 
Suctnaiy— Mosqno  of  Omai^-BflfleetioDi — ^Mosque  el  Akia— MohamniodAii 

THE  most  memorable  spot  on  earth,  and  the  only  spot  hon- 
ored of  God  throngh  long  ages  as  the  ^^  habitation  of  IpB 
holiness,"  is  Mount  Moriah,  where,  as  is  generally  believed^ 
Melchizedek,  King  of  Salem,  officiated  as  ^'  priest  of  the  most 
high  God,"  and  Solomon  in  after  years  erected  the  first  tem- 
ple ever  built  with  hands  for  the  worship  of  Jehovah,  on  the 
spot,  as  we  learn  from  Josephns,  where  Abraham  reared  his 
altar  for  the  sacrifice  of  his  only  son. 

It  is  one  of  the  four  mountains  on  which  Jerusalem  is  sit- 
uated, separated  from  Zion  on  the  west  by  the  Tyropcson  valley, 
and  from  Olivet  on  the  east  by  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat ; 
and  beyond  doubt  is  ^^  the  threshing-floor  of  Araunah,"  bought 
by  David  of  Oman  the  Jebusite,  and  where  he  ^^  offered  his 
burnt-offerings  unto  the  Lord,"  when  the  destroying  angel 
stood  with  drawn  sword  over  the  plaguenrtricken  city. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  attempt  any  description  of  the 

^'  House  of  the  Lord,"  as  it  appeared  in  all  its  glory  when 

the  Eternal  God  honored  it  with  his  presence,  but  to  fix,  if 

possible,  its  precise  location,  and  furnish  some  additional  facts 

corroborating  the  scriptural  account  of  this  unrivaled  structure. 

The  mural  and  other  remains  on  this  mount  are  of  such  a 

character,  and  the  topography  of  the  place  agrees  so  fully  with 
10  145 
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the  inspired  record,  aa  to  forbid  any  controveiBj  touching  its 
identity  as  Moriah. 

The  predictions  of  Christ  in  regard  to  the  Temple  iteelf 
have  been  literally  fulfilled — "  cot  one  stone  left  apoQ  an- 
other," '  all  above  ground  "  thrown  down."     There  are,  how- 


ever, on  and  around  the  mountain,  traces  left  of  the  extent  and 
grandeur  of  the  buildings  which  once  adorned  its  crest.  Mass- 
ive walls,  grand  bridges,  beautiful  gate-ways,  and  other  remains 
of  the  Temple  and  its  courts,  clearly  indicating  its  outlines.  We 
also  find  here  vast  reservoirs  supplied  by  aqueducts  leading  o£E 
>  Mattheir  ixiv,  2. 
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to  mountain  springs  thirty  miles  distant ;  secret  passages,  wide 
enough  for  three  men  to  walk  abreast,  cut  through  the  hard 
solid  rock  connecting  the  Temple  with  the  Citadel  on  Mount 
Zion  half  a  mile  distant ;  and  other  subterranean  rock-hewn  gal- 
leries, leading  down  to  Joab's  well  and  beyond,  a  hundred  feet 
below  the  surface,  together  with  large  sewers  to  convey  the 
blood  and  washings  of  the  great  altar  into  the  Kedron  valley. 
Even  the  private  staircases  that  went  imder  the  Temple,  by 


which  the  priests,  unobserved,  could  enter  or  retire,  and  which 
led  to  their  baths,  may  still  be  seen.  Much  of  the  old  material, 
such  as  fragments  of  sculpture,  rare  marbles,  and  beautiful 
columns  found  in  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  Church  of  the  Holy 
Sepnlcher,  and  other  more  modem  buildings,  without  doubt 
belonged  to  the  Temple  arid  its  cloisters.  Tliere  are,  also, 
under  the  platform,  great  vaults  and  cisterns,  secret  doors  and 
mysterious  paBsages,  whicli  were  evidently  connected  with  the 
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Holj  Sanctnaiy;  and  all  the  outer  wall  np  to  the  present  sur> 
face  (if  the  ground^  which  indoaed  the  oonrta  of  the  Lord's 
Qonae,  is  still  standing,  with  its  gatea,  towers,  and  immenflft 
atonea,  beantifnlly  beveled  and  hdd  in  regolar  conraea,  with  the 
marks  of  the  Phoenician  masona  still  upon  them,  jnst  as  they 
were  hdd  by  Hiram'a  builders.  This  wall  is  almost  a  mile  in 
extent,  and  from  fif^  to  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  but 
mostly  covered  up  with  dibrii.  It  gradually  inclines  inwardly, 
each  course  of  stones  above  the  foundation  dropping  back  about 
three  inchea.  The  lower  courses  not  only  rest  upon  the  living 
rock,  but  are  anchored  with  lead  and  iron  to  the  mountain  it- 
self, and  the  storms  and  earthquakes  of  centuries  have  failed  to 
move  them  from  their  firm  foundation. 

The  stones  are  from  ten  to  forty  feet  long,  with  a  &oe 
from  four  to  six  feet,  and  a  depth  somewhat  greater.  And  yet 
these  ponderous  blocks  are  cut  and  fitted  with  so  much  pre- 
cision, that  after  the  lapse  of  three  thousand  years  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  discover  the  seams  where  they  are  joined  together. 
There  is  no  such  piece  of  workmanship  in  Bome,  Greece,  or 
Egypt.  There  were  no  clippings  discovered,  except  where  the 
natural  rock  was  cut  away  to  receive  the  lower  course,  showing 
chat  the  stones  were  all  dressed  before  brought  upon  the  ground ; 
and  under  the  city,  just  north  of  the  temple  indosure,  may 
still  be  seen  the  extensive  quarries  where  most  of  the  material 
was  obtained.*  The  city  wall  ran  outside  of  this  one,  sections 
of  which  are  standing  seventy  feet  high  and  fifteen  thick,  en- 
tirely buried  with  rubbish. 

'  These  qiutrrieei  known  as  the  Boj»l  OkTenii  ftreTasieobtemneen  exoATatloiii 
«nder  Mount  Akra.  Ton  enter  them  near  the  Damaaoos  Gate,  and  can  stroll  for 
hoars  from  hall  to  hall,  and  see  how  oTerj  stone  was  quarried,  the  tools  used,  and 
how  the  blocks  were  broken  from  their  natural  beds  by  the  expansion  of  wooden 
wedgeai  before  the  age  of  gonpowder  or  other  modem  appUanoes. 
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The  Temple  area  is  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  one  feet 
lung  by  one  thousand  and  fortj-two  wide,  almost  doable  its 
original  dimensions,  and  probably  as  enlarged  by  Herod  the 
Great,  ^and  the  same  as  when  Christ  walked  through  its  courts. 
The  site  of  the  Lord's  house  was  connected  with  Solomon's 
palace  and  the  city  of  David  on  Mount  Zion  by  a  magnificent 
stone  bridge  over  the  Tyropoeon  var3y,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  long,  fifty  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  the 
remains  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  engraving,  as  discovered 
by  Dr.  Eobinson. 

Near  the  center  of  the  temple  indosure  is  a  raised  platform 
five  hundred  and  fifty  by  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  fif- 
teen high,  paved  with  marble,  the  slabs  resting  on  the  native 
rock.  Thm  is  considered  holy  ground,  and  all  visitors  are  here 
required  to  remove  their  shoes,  as  no  unholy  feet  are  allowed 
to  tread  this  marble  floor.  In  the  center  of  this  platform  a 
Luge  irregular  piece  of  the  natural  limestone  rock,  perhaps 
fifty  feet  in  diameter  and  six  feet  above  the  pavement,  crops 
out  of  the  mountain  top,  inclosed  with  a  railing  tipped  with 
gold,  lest  the  polluted  hand  of  man  should  touch  it.  This  rock, 
known  as  the  Sakhra,  according  to  the  Babbinical  writers  is  the 
^^  Stone  of  Foundation  " — ^the  first  work  of  creation,  next  the 
Temple  in  point  of  sacredness,  and  round  which  the  world  was 
formed.  Hence  the  legend  of  this  being  the  world's  center, 
and  Mount  Zion  the  holiest  spot  on  earth  and  the  perfection 
of  beauty.  It  will  be  remembered  that  David  first  brought  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant  to  Mount  Zion,  and  when  it  was  removed 
to  the  Temple  after  its  completion  the  name  of  Zion  was  trans- 
ferred with  the  Ark  to  Moriah,  which  will  account  for  this 
mountain  being  frequently  called  Zion. 

It  is  expressly  stated  in  the  Talmud  that  the  Ark  of  the 
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Covenant  stood  upon  the  "Stone  of  Foundation."  It  is  aleo 
stated  that  David,  in  digging  the  foundation  for  the  Temple, 
came  upon  this  atone  over  the  mouth  of  the  abyee,  with  the 
iueSable  name  of  God  insctibed  upon  it.  This  atone  .and  the 
topographj  of  the  Temple  area  are  then  to  determine  the  site 
of  the  Lord's  house,  with  its  altars,  courts  and  other  append* 


Bgea.  From  the  Talmudic  account  we  learn  that  the  "  Stone 
of  Foundation"  was  the  solid  rock  and  highest  point  of  the 
mountain,  projecting  slightly  above  the  floor  of  the  Holy  of 
Holies,  and  that  the  Arb  of  the  Covenant  rested  upon  it ;  that 
from  this  rock  steps  led  down  to  the  floor  of  the  Temple,  which 
Btood  on  a  solid  platform  six  cubits  above  the  general  level  of 
the  mountain,  and  that  the  platform  extended  all  round  the 
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boniO)  witli  steps  on  the  eastern  front  leading  down  to  a  stiL 
lower  eonrt  The  position  of  the  Sakhra  is  precisely  that  indi- 
cated in  the  Talmud,  and  is  the  only  spot  in  the  indosnre  that 
meets  all  the  requirements.  Locate  the  center  of  the  Holy  of 
Holies  on  the  center  of  this  rock,  and  it  agrees  in  a  wonderful 
manner  with  every  point  and  measurement  as  given  by  the 
Jewish  Babbis.  And,  what  is  still  more  surprising,  with  the 
Temple  located  here,  a  line  drawn  through  the  center  from 
east  to  west  would  intersect  the  top  of  the  Mount  of  Olives  at 
the  very  point  the  red  heifer  is  supposed  to  have  been  sacri- 
ficed, and  a  person  standing  on  Olivet  at  that  point  can  look 
straight  over  the  wall,  through  the  dome  of  David's  judgmen^ 
seat,  and  the  eastern  door  of  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  and  see  a 
light  burning  on  the  rock. 

This  platform  was  probably  ^^  the  threshing-floor  of  Oman," 
and  the  large  grotto  under  the  rock,  the  cave  where  he  and  his 
four  sons  hid  themselves  from  the  angel  of  the  Lord/  Isaiah 
appears  to  refer  to  this  same  stone  in  the  passage,  ^^  Behold,  I 
lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation  a  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precious 
comer-stone.'' '  It  is  also  figuratively  applied  to  Christ,  who  is 
represented  as  the  '^  Bock  of  our  salvation,"  and  ^  chief  Oomev- 
stone." 

The  Temple  constmcted  by  Solomon,  B.  C.  1011,  out  of  the 
materials  collected  by  David,  and  after  the  model  furnished  by 
divine  Wisdom,  was  only  half  the  dimensions  of  Herod^s,  but 
greatly  excelled  it  in  its  richer  decorations,  and  in  having  the 
real  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  with  the  Mercy-seat  and  Shekinah, 
and  Urim  and  Thummim,  whieh  the  second  Temple  did  not 
have ;  and  yet  ^^  the  glory  of  this  latter  house  was  greater  than 
the  former,"  being  honored  with  the  Saviour's  personal  preseneei 

1 1  GhranlolM  zzi,  90.  •  Isaiah  zxilil,  1ft. 
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who  worshiped  in  its  conrts,  and  officiated  as  onr  Great  High- 
priest  at  its  altar. 

The  dedication  of  the  first  Temple  was  a  memorable  event 
in  the  history  of  God's  chosen  people.  The  vast  congregation 
of  Israel,  the  earnest  prayer  of  Solomon,  the  kindling  of  the 
holy  fire  npon  the  altar,  and  the  cloud  of  glory  which  filled 
tlie  house,  rendered  it  an  occasion  never  to  be  forgotten.  This 
splendid  edifice,  after  standing  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
years,  was  destroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  most  of  its  wealth 
carried  with  the  Jews  to  Eabylon.  But  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  being  taken,  and  many  believe  it 
was  concealed  in  some  of  the  subterranean  vaults  of  the  Temple. 
Tradition  says  Jeremiah  hid  it  in  a  cave,'  and  as  neither  the 
gold  nor  stone  slabs  would  decay,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup 
pose  it  may  yet  be  found  with  the  tables  of  the  law.  Wbat  a 
discovery  that  would  be  I 

The  ark  was  not  in  the  second  Temple,  so  could  not  have 
been  among  the  trophies  carried  to  Home,  and  in  proof  of  this 
it  is  not  represented  in  the  sculpture  on  the  Arch  of  Titus  with 
the  other  articles  of  the  noble  sanctuary. 

After  the  captivity,  and  sixty-nine  years  ufter  the  destruction 
of  the  first  Temple,  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  rebuilt  on  the 
same  site  by  Zerubbabel,  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  dia- 
coveries  lately  made  was  the  finding,  just  outside  the  double 
gate,  on  Ophel,  of  Haggai's  seal,  the  prophet  divinely  commis- 
sioned, five  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  Christ,  to  have  the 

Lord's  house  restored.     How  strange,  to  pick 

up  a  private  seal  after  so  many  years  1  perhaps 

dropped  by  its  owner  when  superintending  the 

BAoeAi'sBiuL   building  of  the   second  Temple.     This  house, 

1  2  Maocab<M^  ii,  6. 
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afterward  greatly  enlarged  and  beautified  by  Herod,  was  finally 
deatroyed  by  the  Bomana  under  Titusy  A.  D.  70.  The  f onndar 
tiona  and  portiona  of  the  walls  of  Solomon's  Temple  were,  no 
doubt,  used  in  the  oonstmotion  of  the  other,  as  they  are  fre- 
quently spoken  of  as  the  same  temple,  and  the  holy  place  was 
probably  the  same  in  both,  as  was  also  the  magnificent  Porch 
of  Solomon,  overlooking  the  valley  of  Jehosbaphat. 

After  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Mohammedans,  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  Calif  Omar  was  to  build  a  splendid  mosque^ 
known  as  the  ^^  Dome  of  the  Bock,"  on  the  site  of  Jehovah's 
Temple.  This  edifice,  afterward  beautified  by  Calif  Abd  el  Mar- 
wan,  still  crowns  the  summit  of  Moriah,  and  the  place  is  re- 
garded by  the  Moslems  as  only  second  to  Mecca  in  point  of  in- 
terest, as  Mohammed  is  said  to  have  ascended  to  heaven  from 
here.  The  mosque  is  an  octagonal  building,  five  hundred  and 
thirty-six  feet  in  drcxunf erence,  surmounted  with  a  graceful 
dome  supported  by  twelve  exquisite  antique  marble  and  por- 
phyry columns.  Covering,  as  it  does,  simply  this  naked  rock, 
so  sacred  in  its  associations  to  Jew,  Christian,  and  Mohammed- 
an, nothiog  could  be  more  appropriate  or  grand.  It  is  much 
finer  than  St.  Sophia,  at  Constantinople,  or  St.  Mark's,  at 
Venice ;  has  no  rival  for  grace  or  sanctity,  and  its  peculiar  shape 
is  the  only  reason  it  has  not  been  more  extensively  copied ;  but 
as  a  shrine  for  the  ^^rock  of  ages  "  it  is  perfectly  beautiful,  and 
when  the  sunshine  streams  through  its  fifty-six  gorgeous  win- 
dows, its  golden  mosaics  seem  to  kindle  up  with  a  divine  fire, 
rendering  the  spot  truly  glorious.  The  building  is  encased  on 
the  outside  with  encaustic  tiling  and  colored  marble;  within,  it 
is  golden  arabesque  and  mosaic,  very  rich,  with  passages  from 
the  Koran  eveiy-where  inserted  in  the  walls.  And,  what  is  re- 
markable, no  reference  is  made  in  the  inscriptions  to  David, 
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Solomon,  or  Mohammed,  but  the  name  of  "  Jobub,  the  son  of 
Mary,"  ie  mentioned  four  times.  Is  this  prophetic  of  it  becom- 
ing some  day  a  Christian  church  i 

The  profound  repose  and  death-like  silence  of  this  Temple  is 
in  keeping  with  the  sacrednese  of  the  place,  for  here  alone  in 
all  the  earth  was  the  only  Hying  and  true  God  worshiped 
throughout  long  ages!  When  Greece  was  ignorant  of  God, 
and  Itome  had  "  changed  the  glory  of  the  Inc;orruptible  into 


-'■-  tt!l^,vy,r;^« 


an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,"  the  descendants  of 
Abraham  on  this  mount  and  in  this  place'  still  preserved  the 
writings  of  Moses,  and  the  worship  of  the  one  true  and  only 
God.  It  was  here  Solomon  erected  his  beautiful  Temple ;  here 
through  long  centuries  the  daily  sacrifice  was  offered,  and  God 
manifested  himself  to  his  people  in  the  mysterious  Shekinah 
as  nowhere  else  on  the  earth ;  here  first  were  sung  those  stir- 
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ring  pealms  of  David  which  ever  since  have  been  ascending 
like  incense  from  earth  to  heaven.  Toward  this  spot  God's 
people  in  every  age,  and  in  every  land,  have  tamed  their  faces 
when  they  prayed ;  and  it  was  here  the  Great  Teacher  himself 
taught  his  disciples,  wrought  his  miracles,  and  near  by,  on  Cal- 
vary, a  spur  of  the  same  mountain,  as  the  ^^  Lamb  of  God,"  was 
sacrificed  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  Sorely,  ^'This  is  none 
other  but  the  house  of  Gt>d  and  the  gate  of  heaven." 

At  the  southern  end  of  the  Haram  indosure,  along  which 
Herod's  grand  cloister  extended,  is  the  Mosque  el  Aksa,  generally 
supposed  to  be  the  Church  of  the  Virgin,  built  by  Justinian  in 
the  sixth  century.  It  is  a  large  edifice,  and  contains  some  beau- 
tiful mosaic  work  and  rare  marble  columns,  many  of  them  now 
plastered  over.  During  the  occupancy  of  the  city  by  the  Cru- 
saders, Baldwin  11.  assigned  this  church  to  a  new  order  of 
knights,  who  from  this  circumstance  were  called  Knight 
Templars,  their  office  being  to  guard  the  holy  mount  Near 
the  entrance  to  this  mosque  are  the  reputed  tombs  of  Aaron's 
sons,  and  a  few  steps  to  the  left,  ^^  The  Well  of  the  Leaf,"  or 
entrance  to  Paradise,  according  to  Mohammedan  tradition ;  and 
at  the  further  end  two  marble  columns,  standing  about  eight 
inches  apart,  called  the  ^^  gate-posts  to  heaven,"  as  the  Moslems 
believe  no  one  can  enter  Paradise  without  first  passing  between 
these  pillars.  Having  always  had  some  misgivings  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  concluded  to  settle  the  question  at  once,  so,  buttoning 
tightly  my  coat,  made  the  effort,  and  by  hard  squeezing  succeed- 
ed, feeling  veiy  comfortable  over  the  matter.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  lady  with  me,  and  she  must  needs  try ;  and  try  she  did, 
but  failed,  and  again  and  again  she  tried,  and  as  often  failed. 
So  we  came  away  feeling  quite  sad,  she  at  her  failure,  I  at  the 
thought  of  going  to  heaven  without  my  wife. 


CHAPTER  V. 

GOLGOTHA  A3XD  TOMB  OF  CHBIST. 

MfMuA  Oahafy— TradltiniiyJ  Tomb  of  Ofafiit— Argnmeiiti  in  ItTor— Cftiiiroli  of  Ibt 
Hblf  fiepuloiie^-OonitaBtine'i  Burflicfp— Adam'i  GraTo— Ltto  DiioofiariM. 

f  nWO  of  the  most  hallowed  spots  on  earth,  round  which  chuh 
-L  ter  our  brightest  hopes,  are  Golgotha  and  the  tomb  in 
which  it  is  claimed  the  bodj  of  Jesus  once  lay.  To  identify 
these  places  after  so  long  a  time  is  no  easy  task,  as  all  we  know 
in  reference  to  their  location  from  the  Scriptures  is,  that  they 
were  near  each  other  ^^  without  the  gate,"  and  ^^  nigh  to  the 
city." 

When  Oonstantine  the  Great  embraced  Christianity,  feeling 
moY ed  to  do  something  in  honor  of  his  divine  Master,  he  caused 
to  be  erected  over  the  then  supposed  sites  of  our  Lord's  pas- 
sion and  burial,  magnificent  churches,  portions  of  which  still 
remain,  somewhat  changed  in.  form,  being  all  now  under  one 
roof,  and  known  as  the  Ohurch  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher,  but 
coYering  the  same  sites  as  Gonstantine's  ^^ House  of  Prayer" 
and  Grand  Basilica. 

This  venerable  edifice,  though  originally  designed  to  com- 
memorate but  the  two  great  events  of  theT  Bedeemer's  death 
and  resurrection,  has  been  greatly  abused  by  the  superstitioii 
of  mercenary  priests  and  monks  who  have  had  charge  of  it  f  oir 
centuries,  introducing  other  objects  of  doubtful  propriety,  hav- 
ing no  connection  with  the  place,  and  practicing  all  kinds  of 
fraud  on  the  ignorant  and  credulous  pilgrims  who  visit  by  thou 


sands  this  ancient  church.    We  deplore  as  muchas  any  one  pos- 
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dbly  can  tlie  abuse  and  dosecration  of  so  sacred  a  spot,  but  this 
has  notliing  to  do  with  the  identity  of  the  two  places  referred 
to,  which,  after  a  residence  of  several  years  in  Jemsalezn,  and  a 
careful  investigation  of  its  topography  and  the  results  of  recent 
explorations,  we  are  almost  convinced  are  the  veritable  Gol- 
gotha where  Christ  was  crucified,  and  the  rock-hewn  tomb 
from  which  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  he  arose. 

As  so  much  has  been  written  upon  this  subject,  we  can  only 
present  a  restwie  of  the  arguments  advanced  by  Mr,  Williams,  De 
Vogue,  and  others,  in  support  of  the  authenticity  of  the  sites. 
No  one  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  early  disciples  and 
apostles  were  acquainted  with  the  place  of  their  Master's  death 
and  burial ;  and  many  of  those  who  were  with  him  on  his  tri- 
umphal entry  into  the  city,  and  who  saw  the  darkened  heavens 
at  his  crucifixion,  must  certainly  have  known  the  site  of  Gol- 
gotha. Within  a  few  weeks  of  those  remarkable  events,  after 
the  gift  of  the  Iloly  Ghost,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  there  were 
three  thousand  Christians  in  Jerusalem.  Others  were  daily 
added  to  their  number,  and  a  Church  organized  at  once,  of  which 
James,  the  brother  of  our  Lord,  two  years  later,  was  created 
first  Bishop ;  and  from  that  period  down  to  the  completion  of 
Constantino's  Church  of  the  Kesurrcction,  A.  D.  335,  there 
was  never  a  time  when  there  was  not  a  Christian  community  in 
the  city,  with  clergy,  membership,  and  all  the  ordinane.es  of  the 
Church.  And  can  any  one  suppose  that  during  this  period, 
when  the  religion  of  the  Cross  was  conquering  the  world,  and 
thousands  from  distant  lands  were  visiting  the  Iloly  City,  the 
locality  of  Calvary  and  the  tomb  of  Joseph  could  be  fo^ 
gotten!  It  is  true,  during  the  siege  of  Titus  many  of  the 
Christians  retired  to  Fella,  beyond  Jordan,  and  others  took  ref^ 
age  in  the  caves  and  rock-tombs  along  the  Kedron ;  there,  how 
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etrer,  were  many  aged  and  sick  and  poor  who  remained  in  the 
city.  Eusobius  says  that  not  more  than  half  the  population  left, 
and  most  of  those  who  left  returned  immediately  after  the  siege 
was  raised ;  but  can  it  be  supposed  that  in  this  brief  interval  of 
less  than  five  months  the  place  before  all  others  dear  to  them 
would  be  lost  sight  of?  These  points  of  sacred  interest  were 
probably  so  well  known  to  Pagan,  Jew,  and  Christian,  that 
none  ever  called  them  in  question  any  more  than  Mount  Zion, 
Olivet,  or  Moriah,  and  the  events  connected  with  them  by  this 
time  had  become  items  of  history,  fixing  beyond  controversy 
their  locality. 

According  to  Jerome,  Eusebius,  and  other  historians,  the  pa- 
gan Emperor  Iladrian,  who  ascended  the  throne  A.  D.  117,  as 
an  insult  to  the  Jews  and  Christians,  and  that  he  might  oblit- 
erate, as  far  as  possible,  all  traces  of  their  religion,  changed  the 
name  of  the  city  to  iElia  Capitolina,  rebuilt  and  dedicated 
the  temple  on  Moriah  to  Jupiter,  and  raised  over  the  tomb  of 
Christ  a  mound  of  earth,  erecting  thereon  a  shrine  to  Yenus. 

After  Constantino's  conversion  he  sent  his  mother,  Ilclena,  in 
A.  D.  325,  when  near  fourscore  years  old,  on  a  visit  to  the  holy 
places,  and  when  she  reported  to  her  son  that  the  altar  of  Yenus 
«till  desecrated  the  site  of  the  Iloly  Sepulcher,  the  Emperor  at 
once  wrote  to  Macarius,  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  to  have  the  tem- 
ple of  Yenus  and  mound  of  earth  removed,  and  to  build  upon 
the  spot,  at  the  expense  of  the  imperial  treasury,  a  grand 
Christian  church.  Portions  of  this  edifice  remain  to  the  present 
4lay,  and  its  very  crypt  is  still  used  as  a  cistern  by  the  Copts. 
In  this  imperial  order,  which  Eusebius  has  preserved,  no  doubt 
is  expressed  touching  the  site ;  no  search  is  to  be  made  for  the 
tomb ;  no  inquiry  instituted  in  reference  to  its  identity — ^that  is 
known  and  admitted  by  all ;  and  when  the  earth  was  removed 
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in  presence  of  the  Empress  and  otlieiv,  the  iravc  or  tomb  was 
found,  just  as  it  had  been  buried  two  centuries  befoi-e.  Jt  was 
the  recovery  of  the  Sepulclier,  and  not,  ae  some  suppose,  tlie  tind- 
ing  of  the  true  cross — an  uiveutiou  of  after  years — that  Con- 
etantine  regarded  as  so  "  miracnlous ;"  and  it  was  in  celebration 
oi  this  event,  and  ae  a  memorial  of  the  pa.ssion   nnd  lesnrrec- 


tion  of  Christ,  that  he  erected  his  magnificent  Martyrium  or 
Basilica,  which  was  dedicated  with  great  pomp  in  the  year  335, 
in  presence  of  a  vast  assemblage  of  hisliops  and  prelates  from 
every  province  in  the  Roman  Empire.  This  Church  was 
stripped  of  all  its  wealth,  and  partly  destroyed,  by  the  Persians 
A.  J).  614,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt  on  the  old  foundations. 
It  was  doomed  again  to  destrnction  h.v  the  Mohammedans  in 
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A.  D.  1010,  and  again  reconstructed  much  as  it  appears  to-daj 
— the  fire  of  1808  not  changing  its  general  features. 

The  present  edifice  is  a  collection  of  chapels  three  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  long,  by  two  hundred  and  eighty  wide,  under  the 
Baine  roof.  The  Sepulchcr  is  an  old  Jewish  tomb  in  the  center 
of  the  rotunda  of  the  Church,  encased  inside  and  out  with 
marble  from  four  to  six  inches  thick,  and  otherwise  richly 
decorated ;  but  beneath  this  marble  is  an  original  tomb,  about 
six  and  a  half  feet  square,  cut  in  the  native  limo^stone  rock. 
The  bench,  or  loculus  for  the  corpse,  is  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  entrance,  three  feet  wide  and  eighteen  inches  Bbove  the 
floor,  covered  with  a  white  marble  slab.  The  door  is  not  over 
three  feet  high,  so  that  a  person  looking  in  would  have  to 
stoop  in  order  to  see  where  the  body  lay,  agreeing  in  every  par- 
ticular with  the  narrative ;  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that 
this  is  the  tomb  in  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  once  lay. 

Cyril,  a  native  of  Palestine,  and  Bishop  of  Jerusalem  in  the 
year  350,  speaks  of  the  Sepulchcr  and  rent  rocks  just  as  they 
now  appear.  All  the  fathers  of  the  Church  give  the  same 
testimony,  and  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  that  a  doubt  was  even  expressed  touching  the  locality. 
And  why  doubt  the  verity  of  tliis  site  ?  Is  there  any  thing  im- 
probable about  it  f  Any  thing  unworthy  of  credit  in  the  uni- 
versal beUcf  of  the  Apostolic  Church  in  reference  to  this  spot ! 
Were  not  the  Christians  of  the  first  and  second  centuries  as 
capable  of  determining  this  matter  as  their  brethren  of  the 
nineteenth  centnry,  few  of  whom  have  ever  visited  the  place  ! 
The  country  under  the  Romans  was  carefully  surveyed,  and  a 
record  made  of  the  boundaries  of  every  field.  So  there  could 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  determining  the  precise  locality  of 
Golgotha  and  the  garden  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea. 
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About  the  only  objection  ever  raised  against  the  site  is  its 
location,  being  inside  the  city,  which  we  consider  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  in  its  favor.  Would  the  early  Christians^ 
with  the  Scriptures  in  their  possession  and  learned  men  to  ex- 
pound them,  have  selected  a  site  and  built  a  church  within  the 
dtj  to  commemorate  an  event  that  transpired  without  the  gates, 
if  they  had  not  had  the  strongest  reasons  for  so  doing?  Or, 
if  a  pious  fraud  had  been  intended,  would  they  not  have  chosen 
a  site  outside  the  walls  ?  Then,  what  motive  could  tliey  have 
had  who  suffered  persecution,  torture,  and  even  death  for  the 
truth,  to  practice  such  an  imposition  upon  the  Church  and  the 
world  t  Some  have  contended  for  the  knoll  over  Jeremiah^s 
grotto,  outside  the  present  walls,  near  the  Damascus  gate,  but 
without  a  single  argument  to  support  their  theory.  The  rocks 
of  this  knoll  all  lie  undisturbed  in  their  natural  beds,  there 
being  no  evidence  of  any  upheaval,  as  in  the  other  site,  and  at 
the  tiqie  of  the  crucifixion  there  could  have  been  no  such 
mound  here,  it  being  a  part  of  a  rocky  ridge  cut  through  and 
nsed  as  a  stone-quarry  when  the  modem  wall  was  built,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  old  tombs,  cisterns  and  aqueducts  left  exposed 
by  these  later  excavations. 

A  late  survey  of  the  rock  formation  underlying  the  city  re- 
moves every  topographical  objection  to  the  traditionary  locality, 
and  reveals  the  fact,  not  known  before,  that  Golgotha  was 
really  an  eminence,  a  spur  of  Akra  running  out  into  the  Tyro- 
pceon  Yalley,  at  least  ninety  feet  in  its  present  condition  above 
the  natural  surface  at  its  base,  showing  clearly  that  Calvary 
woB  a  mount  with  precipitous  sides  facing  the  south :  a  very 
important  point.  It  was  also  discovered  that  this  was  an 
ancient  place  of  burial,  several  old  Jewish  tombs  being  found, 
and  that  the  rocks  were  rent  as  with  an  earthquake,  which  is 
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not  true  cf  auy  other  ridge  about  Jenualem :  another  impor- 
tant point.  Many  of  those  tombs  were  cut  away  to  make  room 
for  Constantiue's  Church,  and  in  one  place  the  old  wall  of  this 
Church  nins  directly  through  a  Catacomb  in  which  we  counted 
seven  loctUi^  all  more  ancient  than  the  Iloly  Scpulchcr,  which 
was  a  new  tomb.  In  front  of  one  tlie  Ftono  slab  wsis  still 
lying  that  dosed  the  door,  showing  that  it  had  once  been  occu- 
pied and  probably  opened  at  the  time  of  Christ^s  resurrection, 
and  from  the  hollow  sound  when  striking  on  the  natural  rock 
floor,  tlicre  are  evidently  other  tombs  below.  Could  these  be 
the  graves  from  which  the  saints  arose  ?  Some  of  these  tombs, 
as  those  back  of  the  Uoly  Scpulchcr,  ha^e  long  been  known 
as  the  graves  of  Nicodcmus,  Gamaliel,  and  Joseph,  and  one 
under  Calvary  as  that  of  Adam!  Those  who  may  feel  dis- 
posed to  smile  at  this  last  statement  had  better  first  account  for 
the  tradition,  which  is  older  than  our  era,  that  Golgotha  de- 
rived its  name  from  Adam's  skull  or  tomb  being  there,  and 
that  Christ,  the  second  Adam,  was  to  die  and  bring  ^^  immor- 
tality to  light "  on  the  spot  where  the  first  Adam,  who  brought 
death  and  ruin  into  our  world,  was  buried ;  and  the  human 
skull  in  all  old  paintings  of  the  crucifixion  is  designed  to 
symbolize  the  grave  of  Adam  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  The 
importance  of  the  discovery  of  these  tombs,  in  the  settlement 
of  this  question,  cannot  be  overrated.  It  proves  conclusively 
that  this  locality  was  outside  of  the  city  at  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion,  as  the  Jews  were  not  allowed  to  bury  within  the 
dty,  and  that  these  old  Jewish  tombs  must  be  prior  to  that 
event:  and  also,  that  from  the  time  of  the  construction  of 
Agrippa's  wall  A.  D.  45,  down  to  the  building  of  the  Church 
of  the  Resurrection,  the  place,  for  some  reason,  must  have  been 
earefully  guarded,  if  not  covered  over  with  earth,  or  tliese 
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tombfi  would  not  have  been  preserved  in  their  perfect  condition 
for  three  centuries  within  the  dt j  walls. 

These  researches  further  show  that  the  second  wall  conld  not 
have  inclosed  the  site  of  the  IIolj  Sepnlchcr  withont  crossing 
the  sloping  sides  of  Akra ;  and  if  the  wall  had  nin  over  this 
ridge,,  as  Dr.  Robinson  contends,  traces  of  it  would  be  found  in 
the  scarped  rock,  and  there  would  have  been  a  fosse  on  the 
outside,  as  everj-wbere  else  along  the  old  wall,  otherwise 
the  lull  to  the  west  would  have  commanded  it :  but  there  is 
nothing  anywhere  to  indicate  that  the  wall  ever  ran  in  this 
direction.  The  gate  of  Gennath,  from  which  the  second  wall 
started,  must  have  been  about  midway  between  the  Tower  of 
nippicus  and  the  Temple  inclosure,  as  may  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  our  plan  of  Jerusalem.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
the  reputed  Pool  of  Ilezckiah  is  the  work  of  that  king.  It 
probably  was  built  by  Ilerod  the  Great,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  settlement  of  this  site,  which  seems  to  be  as  fully 
established  as  any  thing  can  be  short  of  actual  demonstration. 
It  would  be  presumption  to  fix  u])on  the  identical  spot  where 
the  Cross  was  planted;  but  to  doubt  the  identity  of  the  tomb 
would  be  to  falsify  all  history,  and  render  ridiculous  the  devo- 
tion of  the  pious  millions  who  have  knelt  and  prayed  and  wept 
at  this  sacred  shrine.  For  more  than  eighteen  centuries  pil- 
grims from  all  lands  have  been  visiting  this  tomb.  For  these 
eighteen  hundred  years  the  dying  in  distant  climes  have  turned 
their  pale  faces  toward  this  spot,  and  expired  with  the  vision  of 
the  Resurrection  be/ore  their  eyes.  For  long  centuries  kings 
and  queens,  sages  and  statesmen,  heroes  and  philosophers — the 
mighty  and  lowly  of  earth — have  been  coming  to  pay  their 
vows  and  drop  a  tear  upon  the  rock  where,  as  they  believe,  the 
body  of  Jesus  once  lay :  and  we  do  not  envy  the  man  who  can 
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mark  iitiiiiovod  tliezeal  ami  love  and  faith,  though  mixed  witii 
saperslitioii,  of  these  (ievoted  Chmtiuiis.  Some,  when  they 
enter  the  rotunda,  stand  for  hours  gazing  intently  on  the  tomb, 
erjuiiriii.^  tiiemselves  miwortliy  to  enter,  Otiierfl  remove  their 
shoes,  and  on  their  knees  go  in,  kissing  reverentially  the  cold 
stone ;  and  all  seem  to  look  upon  the  place  as  the  holiest  spot 
«n  earth. 


A  new  graceful  bronze  dome  with  golden  ribs  has  lately 
been  constructed  over  the  rotunda  that  encircles  the  Holy 
Sepulcher,  a  good  view  of  which,  with  ITcKekiah's  pool  in  the 
fore-ground,  ii*  given  hy  onr  artist  fi-om  Mr.  IfoiTiHtein's  Medi- 


DOMK    OVKR    TIIK     l-DMU    UF    I'llRIHT.  l7l 

terranean  Hote],  near  the  Jalfa  Gate.  Tiiie  dome  is  eurmouiited 
by  a  golden  croae,  and  the  cue  over  the  JUosque  of  Omar  on 
Mount  Moriah,  by  a  golden  crescent.  On  a  clear  evening, 
when  the  eon  goes  down  in  splendor,  the  effect  on  these  two 
gilded  domes  is  beautifnl.  At  first,  both  are  seen  dazzling  in 
the  sunlight,  but  as  the  sun  declines  the  shadowB  first  fall  on 
the  crescent,  and  long  after  the  shades  of  twilight  have  cast  a 
gloom  over  the  city  the  sun's  last  lingering  rays  may  still  be 
seen  reflected  from  the  golden  cru^s  over  the  tomb  of  Christ. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

BOTAL  SEPULOIIEB  OF  TUB  HOFSE  OF  DATIIX 

Aadent  Boek-hewn  Tomb»— Old  Jewish  Tombs— Natives  TTse  them  at  DweQfaig»— 
Tombs  of  the  PatrUrohs,  ProphetSi  Kings — Sepalcher  of  David  on  Momn 
Zlon— Tomb  of  Joshua — St.  Stephen— Eadooia. 

TILE  oldo8t  and  most  reliable  remaina  of  Jewish  antiqnity  in 
Palestine  are  the  rock-hewn*  tombs  f onnd  scattered  all  over 
the  comitry .  In  the  vicinity  of  large  cities  like  Jemsalom,  the 
moontain  sides  are  perforated  with  these  sepnlchral  cavesi  many 
of  them  occupied  by  the  poor  natives  ani  their  flocks.  In 
some  districts  half  the  population  live  in  these  tombs  of  their 
ancestors. 

As  a  nation  the  Ilebrews  seem  to  have  been  very  particaLff 
about  the  place  of  their  burial.  A  tent  might  answer  to  live 
in,  but  their  place  of  burial  must  be  a  rock-bound  tomb ;  and 
it  is  rather  remarkable  that  the  first  business  transaction  re- 
corded in  the  affairs  of  this  world  should  be  the  purchase  by 
Abraham  of  the  Cave  of  Machpelah  for  a  family  tomb.  And 
how  touchingly  beautiful  the  dying  charge  of  the  Patriarch 
Jacob,  ^^  Bury  me  with  my  fathers  in  the  cave  which  is  in  the 
field  of  Ephron  the  llittite,  in  the  cave  that  is  in  the  field  of 
Machpelah,  which  is  before  Mamre,  in  the  land  of  C:inaan. 
There  they  buried  Abraham,  and  Sarah  his  wife ;  theru  they 
buried  Isaac,  and  Bcbekah  his  wife;  and  there  I  buried 
Leah.^  *  Likewise  Joseph,  when  taking  leave  of  his  brethren, 
exacted  with  aU  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  the  promise,  that 

1712  >  Genesis  xlix,  29-Sl. 
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when  they  returned  to  Canaan  ■  tliey  would  sntely  cany  his 
bones  with  them  "  up  out  of  Egypt."  which  they  did  some  two 
Imndred  years  after,  and  buried  them  in  tiie  parcel  of  ground 
given  him  by  his  father  at  Shecheni,  where  his  grave  may  still 
be  seen,  a  few  miuutes'  walk  from  JaeobV  Well. 

It  appears  to  have  been  a  pi-evailing  custom  among  the  Jews 
for  every  head  of  a  family  to  secure  a  place  of  burial  for  him- 
BOlf  aud  descendants.     Some  of  the^  tombs,  as  those  of  the 


jtidges,  prophets,  kings,  and  others,  are  vast  excavations  in  the 
solid  rock,  CO  nposed  of  numerous  apartments  cut  out  with  great 
skill,  and  very  similar  to  the  Egyptian  tombs.  No  lock  was 
ever  invented  more  ingenious  in  its  combinations  than  the  orig- 
inal entrance  to  the  reputed  tomb  of  Helena,  Queen  of  Adia- 
bene,  generally  callod  the  "  Tomb  of  the  Kings,"  but  more 
probably  of  the  Herodiau  fiiiuily.  We  tliiiiV  it  could  be  easily 
shown,  as  stated  by  Pausanias,  "  that  the  door  opened  of  its 
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nwL  accord  once  a  year,"  by  a  very  simple  hydraulic  arraoge- 
nient.' 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  determining  these  Jewish  tombs. 
They  are  all  as  dietinct  from  the  Greek,  Roman,  and  Christian, 
as  different  orders  o.'  architecture  could  possibly  be.  In  the  more 
ancient  and  common,  the  graves  are  sunken  in  the  floor  or  cut 
horizontally,  like  an  oven  or  pigeon-hole,  ia  the  sides  of  the 
chamber  or  face  of  a  natural  cliff.     The  others  have  a  shelf  or 


bench  along  the  end  wall  or  side,  on  which  tlie  corpee  was  laid, 
as  in  the  Holy  Sepulcher.  Sometimes  this  shelf,  or  loculns,  was 
cut  out  like  a  trough,  of  sufficient  depth  to  receive  the  body, 
which  was  then  covered  with  a  flat  stone  or  marble  slab.  All 
these  tombs  are  anterior  to  onr  era.  Some  have  Hebrew  in- 
scriptions upon  them,  and  the  reputed  tomb  of  Christ  being  of 
this  kind,  together  with  the  other  ancient  graves  recently  dis- 
covered under  the  foundations  of  Constantine's  Church  of  the 

'  During  the  spring  rains  a  flont  in  the  vostibule  cistern  would  remove  a  ke;  thkt 
held  in  podtton  a  circular  Btone  that  clo^eit  ibie  entrance,  which  at  once,  of  ita 
own  weight,  would  roll  back,  and  the  door  open  of  lt»  own  accord. 
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Reeiirrection,  iii  a  strong  Hrgiiruent  in  favor  of  the  traditional 
Holy  Sepulclier.  In  some  of  these  tombs  small  receptacles  aru 
found,  as  if  designed  for  children,  jet  containing  the  bones  of 
adulta,  and  appear  to  have  been  used  to  deposit  the  remains  or 
iikeletons  in  after  they  had  fallen  to  pieces,  perhaps  to  make 
room  for  frosli  forjwes.  Thns,  the  dead  "  were  gathered  nnto 
their  fatliers," 


The  identity  of  any  particular  tomh  in  the  absence  of  inscrijv 
tions  after  the  lapse  of  no  manv  centuries  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult; still,  as  in  that  of  the  patriarchs  and  of  Rachel,  of  Joseph 
and  of  David  and  otners,  there  is  no  room  for  skepticism. 
The  Scriptures  are  very  explicit  in  their  account  of  David  com 
ing  np  from  Hebron  and  taking  the  strong  "  Castle  of  Zion, 
and  building  the  new  Cjty  of  David  round  about  the  old  for- 
tress of  the  Jebusites.  Ziou  henceforth  became  his  royal  resi- 
dence, and  when  Israel's  great  king  closed  his  eventful  reign  of 
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forty  years  it  is  written,  "  he  was  buried  in  the  City  of  David,^  * 
and  80  it  is  said  of  Solomon  his  son,  and  of  twelve  of  their  snc- 
cessors  to  the  throne.  They  wore  all  buried  in  "  the  City  of 
David  "  on  Mount  Zion,  "  which  is  Jerusalem." 

On  the  highest  summit  of  Zion,  where,  according  to  aU  hi^ 
tory  and  tradition,  "Israel's  sweet  singer"  reigned,  died,  and 
was  buried,  there  is  an  old  church  and  convent  known  as  Neby 
D&ud,  or  the  Tomb  of  the  Prophet  David,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility covers  the  sepulchral  caverns  of  the  kings  of  Israel.. 
After  the  Captivity,  when  Nchemiah  was  rebuilding  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem,  he  refers  to  the  "sepulchers  of  David"  being 
still  there,  which  agrees  precisely  with  this  locality,  and  "  the 
stairs  that  go  down  from  the  City  of  David,"  *  cut  in  the  living 
rock,  may  still  be  seen  here.  Josephus  also  makes  mention  of 
the  same  fact,  and  locates  the  tomb  on  Mount  Zion  about  this 
point  And  Peter,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  reminds  the  Jews 
that  the  sepulcher  of  David,  their  great  prophet,  was  with 
them  unto  that  day.  From  Cyril,  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  and 
others,  we  learn  that  there  was  a  building  known  as  the  Church 
of  the  Apostles,  standing  on  or  near  this  spot  in  the  fourth 
century,  and  said  to  be  the  only  edifice  within  the  city  not 
destroyed  by  Titus.  The  foundations  of  the  present  building 
are  evidently  of  great  antiquity,  the  beveled  stones  having 
originally  been  laid  without  mortar,  being  held  together  with 
stone  knobs  and  sockets,  and  the  old  capitals  on  the  pillars  and 
other  fragments  of  sculpture  are  clearly  of  Jewish  origin,  having 
on  them  the  vino  with  foliage  and  clusters  of  grapes,  so  peculiar 
to  that  people,  with  other  marks  of  Jewish  workmanship. 

Over  the  reputed  tomb  on  the  second  floor  of  this  old  Chria- 
tian  Church,  now  a  Mohammedan  mosque,  is  an  upper  room 

1 1  Kln0i  il,  la  '  Kehemiah  lii,  15, 16. 
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forty-five  by  thirty  feet,  with  groined  ceiling  supported  by 
twelve  granite  and  marble  antique  columns,  which  for  at  least 
fifteen  centuries  has  been  known  as  the  Coenaculum,  or  "  upper 
room,"  where  the  last  supper  was  instituted,  and  where  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  poured  out  upon  the  disciples  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.     The  place  overflows  with  thought!     What  mem 
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FLAN  OF  THE  UPPER  ROOM,  OVER  TOMII  OK  DAVID. 

A  and  B.  Remains  of  two  small  minarets,  rtjrht  and  left  of  original  entrnncc,  nour  closed. 
C.  Stairs  leading  to  lower  apartments  and  the  Royal  Sepulcher  of  David.  No.  1.  Red  granite 
column  with  Jewish  capital.  No.  2.  Gray  granite  column  with  (irecfan  ciipital,  very  tine. 
No.  8.  Exquisite  marble  column  of  the  Roman  order,  the  capital  richly  sculptural  with  birds  and 
animals  among  the  foliage.  A  belt  course  or  fHezo  runs  round  the  room  at  the  spring  of  the  arch, 
of  Jewish  workmanship,  and  very  beautiful,  showing  the  vine  and  clusters  of  grapes. 

ories  it  awakens !  But  no  words  can  describe  the  emotions  expe- 
rienced by  the  devout  mind  on  first  entering  that  "  upper  room." 
That  this  is  Jie  site  of  the  City  of  David  none  will  deny,  a-s 
the  remains  of  tlie  old  citadel  and  walls  and  towers  clearly  at- 
test, and  as  the  excavations  lately  made  on  Zion  by  that  enthu- 
siastic Christian  archaeologist,  Mr.  Ilenrv  Maudslay,  fullv 
12 
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deinoDfitrate.  Tliat  there  are  great  cavemfi  under  this  portioD 
of  Mount  Zion  there  caii  bo  no  question,  having  myself  ex 
plored  them  in  part  And  that  the  royal  sepulchers  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  entered  and  robbed  by  Hyrcanus  and  Llerod  the 
Grreat,  if  not  here,  are  very  near  this  locality,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  Beyond  tliis,  until  further  explorations  are  made, 
nothing  can  be  definitely  known.  1  visited  this  interesting 
place  early  one  morning  during  the  Passover,  and  was  sur- 
prised to  find  a  large  number  of  Jews,  men  and  women,  weep- 
ing and  praying  against  the  eastern  face  of  tlie  old  wall  just 
outside  the  crypt,  not  being  aUowed  to  enter  the  tomb  of  their 
own  prophet  and  king ;  at  the  same  time  I  could  hear  the  Mo- 
hammedans at  prayers  within.  Rather  a  novel  sight — Jews 
without,  Moslems  within,  and  Christian  looking  on. 

This  is  considered  one  of  the  most  sacred  localities  about 
Jerusalem  by  all  religionists.  No  place  is  guarded  more 
jealously  by  the  Turk,  and  only  good  Moslems  are  permitted  to 
enter  the  vault  that  contains  the  cenotaph  of  the  royal  prophet. 
Having  long  had  a  desire  to  visit  this  mysterious  crypt,  about 
which  I  had  heard  the  most  fabulous  tales,  and  being  fainUiar 
with  the  dialect  of  the  land — for  whatever  it  may  have  been  of 
old,  backsheesh  is  the  language  of  Canaan  now,  I  succeeded 
one  midnight  hour,  when  the  guards  were  asleep,  in  gaining 
admission  into  these  forbidden  parts.  It  was  a  perilous  under- 
taking, and  I  knew  my  life  was  in  jeopardy  every  moment. 
Going  down  seventeen  stone  steps  in  the  south-west  comer 
of  the  upper  room,  I  was  landed  in  a  chamber  the  size  of  the 
one  above — ^a  kind  of  chapel  or  mosque  for  common  pUgrims — 
from  which,  through  a  grated  window  hung  with  thousand! 
of  votive  ofiFeringB,  can  be  seen  what  is  termed  the  tomb. 
This  room  communicates  with  another,  a  kind  of  ante-room 
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with  a  niche  for  prayer,  in  front  of  wliich  Btood  two  large 
braes  candlesticks,  and  in  the  comer  on  the  left  eeveral  flags 
and  devices,  auch  as  are  carried  on  pilgrimages.  Between  this 
ante-room  and  the  next,  which  is  the  aanctum,  sanctorum, — a 
vaulted  room  twenty-five  feet  square  with  walls  of  great  thick- 
neee — there  are  double  doors,  the  outer  one  iron  with  strong 
bolts,  the  inner,  wood,  overhung  with  a  black  velvet  curtain 


embroidered  with  silver.  Tlie  cenotaph  extends  almost  across 
the  crypt  from  east  to  west  on  the  north  side.  It  is  built  of 
common  stone,  nicely  dressed,  alwnt  five  feet  high,  with  a 
sqnare  marble  slab  in  front,  and  an  oval  porphyry  one  on  top, 
the  whole  covered  with  a  green  velvet  canopy  or  pall,  with 
black  bonier  richly  wrought  in  gold ;  and  directly  in  front,  on 
a  black  velvet  sround  in  Arabic  characters,  is  the  following 
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passage  from  the  Koran,  also  embroidered  in  gold :  ^^  O  David  I 
verilj  thou  art  a  sovereign  prince  in  the  earth." 

The  marble  floor  was  covered  with  Persian  rags.  The  walk 
wore  cased  with  bine  encanstic  tiling,  and  the  vanlt  lighted  dimly 
by  six  lamps  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  and  two  very  large 
silver  candlesticks,  one  at  either  end  of  the  tomb,  rendering  the 
place  awfully  solemn.  But  the  most  interesting  part  of  this 
venerable  edifice  is  a  door  with  an  oval  top  on  tlie  left  of  the 
shrine,  now  closed  securely  with  masonry.  In  a  little  niche 
by  the  side  of  it  a  lamp  is  kept  always  burning,  and  the  most 
frightful  stories  are  told  of  persons  being  struck  with  blindness 
in  attempting  to  enter  this  door,  and  of  others  being  consumed 
by  fire — ^probably  fire-damp— bursting  out  of  the  cavern  bo- 
low  ;  and,  in  consequence,  the  door  was  walled  up  many  years 
ago,  in  all  probability  the  very  door  that  leads  to  the  royal 
catacombs  of  the  kings  of  Israel.  Over  this  closed  entrance 
there  is  an  Arabic  inscription  to  the  effect,  '^  This  is  the  gate 
to  heaven,"  or  ^^  the  door  to  paradise,"  but  alas  I  it  is  closed 
Closed  by  Mohammedan  superstition.  Ah  I  could  we  but  open 
that  door,  and  get  down  into  the  grotto  below,  and  be  permitted 
to  gaze  upon  the  gold  and  silver  coffins  of  God^s  own  chosen 
kings,  and  find  there  the  golden  harp  on  which  David  played 
his  immortal  psalms,  what  a  discovery  it  woidd  be  I  How 
much  speculation  it  would  remove  I  and  how  many  points  it* 
would  establish  in  the  topography  of  the  Holy  City  1     But  we 

must  wait 

**Ood  is  hU  owD  interpreter, 

And  he  will  make  it  plain.'* 

An  interesting  discovery  has  lately  been  made  at  ancient 
Timnath-serah,  the  heritage  of  Joshua,  in  the  supposed  tomb 
of  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun.    It  differs  from  the  other  rock 
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tombs  in  the  vicinity  hy  having  a  vestibule  in  front,  supported 
by  two  columns,  portions  of  the  natural  rock,  with  a  fillet  run- 
ning round  them  after  the  Egyptian  style.  In  tliis  vestibule 
there  are  two  or  three  hundred  niches  for  lamps,  indicating 
that  it  was  the  tomb  of  no  ordinary  person.  Bauk  of  this  ves- 
tibule are  two  chambers,  one  containing  fifteen  receptacles,  the 
other  but  one.  The  latter  is  supposed  to  he  Joshua's,  the 
former  his  family  vault ;  and  in  proof  of  this  supposition  many 
flint-knives  ^vet-e  here  found,  such  as  were  used  in  circumcising 


the  children  of  Israel  after  they  crossed  the  Jordan,  and  simi- 
lar to  those  discovered  at  Gilgal,  their  first  camping-place  in  the 
Land  of  Promise. 

Another  beautiful  tomh  was  discovered  a  short  time  since, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  north  of  the  Damascus  gate. 
In  dicing  a  cistern  at  this  point  the  workmen  came  upon  sev- 
eral sepulchral  vaults,  in  one  of  which  was  found  a  large  stone 
chest  or  coffin,  containing  human  remains.     It  measured  seven 
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feet  seveu  mdies  in  leii^^tli,  hy  two  fot't  cif(lit  indies  in  widtli, 
mill  was  three  feet  two  iiiclit's  liigli,  standing  on  four  t'eet 
ill  the  ceuter  of  the  eliamber.  As  no  name  or  inscription  was 
found  in  the  erypt  by  which  it  could  be  identified,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  to  whom  this  stately  tomb  belonged ;  but,  as  near 
tliis,  if  not  on  the  very  spot,  ouce  stood  the  grand  Church  of 
St.  Stephen,  on  the  supposed  site  of  that  lioly  man's  martyr- 
dom, and  as  tiie  beautiful  and  accomphshed  Empress  Eudocia, 
died  and  was  buried  here,  may  not  this  sarcophagus  be  the 
tomb  of  the  unfortunate  wife  of  Theodosius  II.,  if  not  that  of 
St.  Stephen  himself,  wiio  was  re-interred  here  by  that  empress! 
These  toml)S  are  evei-y-where  found.  They  cover  the  face 
of  the  Holy  Land.  In  them  sleep  the  dust  of  the  most  eminent 
men  that  ever  hved;  of  whom,  however,  notliing  more  can 
be  known  until  the  earth  delivers  up  her  dead. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

XA8TEB     FESTIVITIBS. 

AiriTil  of  FOgrinw— BeUgioos  Fanaticism— Solemn  Mockeries — Oeremony  of  Feet- 
wathing— Dramatizing  tiie  Orucifixion— Baptism  of  Fire — Other  shocking 
Soenes. 

IN  the  center  of  the  Greek  Chapel,  in  front  of  the  tomb  of 
Christ,  a  gmall  marble  globe  on  a  low  pedestal  is  pointed 
out  as  the  center  of  the  world.  Manj  visitors  langh  heartily 
at  the  idea,  but  is  it  not  as  near  the  center  as  any  other  spot  on 
the  earth's  surface!  For  centuries  Jerusalem  was  regarded  as 
the  world^s  center  of  wealth,  power,  intelligence,  and  popula- 
tion, and  all  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude,  and  all  astro- 
nomical calculations,  were  reckoned  from  this  center.  It  was 
also  the  great  center  of  religious  influence,  and  is  still  tlie  moral 
center,  and  ever  will  be,  roimd  which  the  dearest  hopes  and 
affections  of  our  race  revolve.  Thousands  of  pilgrims  from  all 
lands  are  constantly  coming  and  going.  Many  save  up  their 
money  for  half  a  lifetime  in  order  to  make  this  journey.  The 
very  stones  are  worn  smooth  with  their  kisses  and  tears ;  and 
yet,  with  all  this  devotion,  which  we  cannot  but  admire,  there 
is  very  little  true  religion. 

Just  now  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the  Easter  festivities,  which 
attract  vast  multitudes.  The  city  is  crowded  with  strangers, 
and  the  hills  outside  the  walls  are  white  with  their  tents,  look- 
ing as  if  we  were  invested  by  a  besieging  army.  The  arrival 
of  these  caravans  is  quite  exciting ;  processions  go  out  to  meet 

them,  and  with  music,  dancing,  and  wavins^  banfters,  they  are 

183 


184  BIBLE   LAlTDfi. 

eeoortod  into  tho  Holy  City.    Those  from  Boflsia  Meoca  and 
Persia  attract  the  greatest  attention. 

Ab  I  write,  a  procession  is  passing,  with  a  man  standing  bare- 
footed on  the  sharp  edge  of  a  sword.  Of  oonrae  there  is  some 
deception ;  either  the  feet  are  well  protected,  or  the  sword  not 
very  sharp.  Others  pretend  to  thmst  swords  and  daggers 
through  different  parts  of  their  bodies,  and  others  again  to  eat 
fire  without  being  bnmed,  all  which  is  regarded  by  the  super- 
stitious  as  miraculous.  One  of  the  dervishes  has  just  come 
into  the  Consulate  with  a  sword  run  through  his  face  from 
near  the  right  ear  and  out  of  his  mouth,  to  the  great  amaze- 
ment of  the  natives;  but  on  examination  I  found  tliat  the 
cheek  had  been  previously  pierced,  and  allowed  partially  to 
heal  up,  the  opening  being  concealed  by  his  black  heavy  bcardL 
Tliis  deception  we  can  account  for  among  the  ignorant  Mussul 
mans ;  but  how  are  we  to  excuse  even  greater  mockeries  when 
practiced  by  professing  Christians  f 

The  Easter  services  began  by  the  ancient  and  very  curious 
ceremony  of  feet-washing.  A  platform  gorgeously  decorated 
was  constructed  in  the  open  court  in  front  of  the  Church  of 
the  Holy  Sepulcher,  on  which  were  seated  the  Greek  Patriarch, 
personating  Christ,  and  twelve  Bishops,  representing  the  twelve 
ajKMtles.  After  reading  a  portion  of  the  Oospel  relating  to 
Christ  wasliing  the  disciples'  feet,  the  Patriarch,  in  imitation 
of  our  Lord,  went  a  short  distance  with  three  of  his  disciples, 
and  knelt  down,  as  if  in  prayer,  under  an  olive-tree  planted 
there  for  the  occasion.  After  a  few  minutes  he  returned 
to  the  stage,  and,  taking  off  his  outer  robe,  proceeded  to 
wash  and  kiss  the  feet  of  the  pretended  apostles.  The 
looks  of  Judas  rather  betrayed  him  during  this  operation, 
and  Peter  at«  first  hesitated,  then  refused  to  submit  to  such 
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an  act  on  the  part  of  the  Lord,  but  finally  was  perBoaded  tO' 
yield. 

The  vessel  used  for  the  purpose  was  a  basin  of  pure  gold, 
very  large,  and  richly  chased.  When  this  ceremony  was  con- 
cluded Judas  stealthily  retired,  and  the  Patriarch,  with  a  bundk 
of  hyssop,  sprinkled  the  vast  assemblage  with^  the  water  that 
remained,  all  manifesting  the  greatest  eagerness  to  catch  if  but 
a  drop :  some  turning  up  their,  faces,  others  baring  their 
breasts,  in  hope  that  a  drop  of  the  holy  water  might  fall  upoti 


them.  When  this  service  ended,  a  msh  was  made  for  the- 
olive-tree,  supposed  to  possess  rare  healing  qualities,  the  super- 
stitious believing  that  a  leaf  or  twig  burned  in  a  sick  chamber 
would  recover  the  patient  immediately.  The  scene  at  this 
moment  was  frightful  to  behold,  thousands  of  infatuated  men 
and  women  rushed  pell-mell  upon  the  tree,  till  not  a  branch  or 
leaf  remained,  not  even  a  trace  of  the  tree,  so  completely  was 
it  destroyed  j  and  had  Judas  not  escaped  when  he  did,  he  too- 
would  have  shared  a  similar  fate. 

In  this  same  (ilnirch,  on  tlie  following  evening,  an  exhibition 
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took  place  almost  as  ahoddng  as  that  witnessed  very  near  the 
same  spot  eighteen  centuries  before.  Christ  in  effigy  was  nailed 
to  a  cross  and  crucified  afresh  in  the  presence  of  an  excited 
multitude,  that  could  only  b^  kept  under  control  by  the  pres- 
ence of  a  strong  guard  of  Turkish  soldiers  detailed  for  the  pur- 
pose. After  hanging  for  an  hour  or  more,  during  which  time 
all  the  scones  of  the  crucifixion  were  re^nacted,  the  nails  were 
drawn-  from  the  hands  and  feet,  the  crown  of  thorns  removed 
from  the  head,  and  the  body  carefully  lowered  from  the  cross ; 
after  which  it  was  wrapped  in  a  winding-sheet,  carried  to  the 
stone  of  unction,  where  it  was  prepared  for  burial,  then  placed 
in  the  supposed  original  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimatliea,  where 
it  remained  until  Easter  morning,  when  it  was  spirited  away 
while  yet  it  was  dark,  in  imitation  of  Christ's  resurrection. 

The  whole  effect  on  tlie  multitude  was  wonderful ;  men  and 
women  wept  like  children ;  some  smote  violently  their  breasts ; 
others  struggled  to  touch  or  kiss  the  figure ;  and  some  to  wipe 
up  the  drops  of  blood  that  oozed  from  the  wounds,  applying  it 
to  their  lips,  eyes,  and  hearts,  in  the  firm  belief  that  it  would 
cure  them  of  all  their  sins. 

But  the  most  exciting  scene  witnessed  here  during  these 
festivities  is  the  kindling  of  the  holy  fire.  The  foundation 
for  this  unwarranted  imposition  is  that  portion  of  Scripture 
where  Christ  represents  himself  as  the  ^'  Light  of  the  world," 
and  says,  ^^  I  am  come  to  send  fire  on  the  earth."  There  is 
also  an  old  legend  which  says  that  on  one  occasion,  the  day 
before  Easter,  fire  was  seen  issuing  from  the  tomb  of  Christ. 
Hence,  the  imposition  is  still  practiced  by  the  Greek  and  Arme- 
nian Churches.  Usually  on  this  occasion  thousands  of  pilgrims 
gather  about  the  Holy  Sepulcher.  The  crowd  at  times  has 
been  so  great  that  many  have  been  trampled  to  death — on  one 
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oocafiion  several  hnndred.  Now  a  strong  body  of  Turkish 
soldiers  is  employed  to  preserve  order  and  hold  in  check  the 
excited  multitude. 

We  were  present  on  several  oc^ions  to  witness  this  strange 
exhibition  of  fanaticism.  The  vast  edifice,  with  its  courts  and 
galleries,  was  packed  with  pilgrims  hours  before  the  service 
began.  Some  had  been  there  from  the  night  before,  anxiously 
waiting  for  the  baptism  of  fire.  The  interval  up  to  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  service  to  begin  was  occupied  by  all  kinds 
of  performances.  Men,  mounted  on  the  shoulders  of  others, 
were  carried  about,  going  through  a  variety  of  fantastic  ma- 
neuvcrs ;  some  seemed  to  walk  on  the  heads  of  the  human 
mass  beneath  them,  haranguing  the  multitude,  pouring  male- 
dictioL3  on  the  Jews  for  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory,  and 
shouting  in  their  frenzy  for  fire  to  come  down  frem  heaven 
and  consume  their  enemies.  The  excitement  of  the  scene  was 
heightened  by  frequent  confiicts  between  the  soldiers  and  the 
people,  the  whole  assembly  at  times  swaying  to  and  f re  like 
the  surging  sea. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  procession  of  priests 
and  bishops,  led  by  the  choir  and  followed  by  the  Greek  Par 
triaroh,  all  richly  attired,  came  moving  out  of  the  Greek 
Chapel,  and  after  marching  reund  the  sepulcher  three  times 
the  Patriarch  entered  the  Chapel  of  the  Angel,  in  f rent  of  the 
supposed  tomb  of  our  blessed  Lord,  the  door  closing  immedi- 
ately after  him ;  the  soldiers  with  difficulty  keepii^  back  the 
multitude,  who  now  made  a  rush  for  the  entrance,  all  eager  to 
catch  the  fiirst  flame  frem  the  holy  shrine.  The  excitement  at 
this  moment  was  intense.  All  eyes  were  turned  toward  the 
opening  in  the  tomb  frem  which  the  fire  was  expected  to  come. 
Ten  thousand  tapen  in  ten  thousand  hands  were  ready  to  be 
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lighted  by  the  first  fiaah  from  the  sepnlcher ;  one  man,  it  i» 
said,  paying  eighty  thousand  piasters  for  a  position  near  the 
opening.  All  now  was  silence,  and  the  suspense  oppressive; 
when  suddenly  a  flame  was  seen  bursting  from  the  tomb.  The 
great  bells  in  rapid  peals  announced  the  event  far  and  near. 
Thousands  of  men  and  women,  wild  with  enthusiasm,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  fire  actually  came  from  heaven,  rushed  to  light 
their  tapers  in  the  fiame.  The  soldiers  on  duty  were  swept 
away  like  chaff  before  the  whirlwind.  Hundreds  fell  upon  the 
marble  pavement  and  were  trampled  under  foot  by  the  infu- 
riated mob.  Shrieks  and  cries  ascended  from  the  seething 
crowd.  Men  rushed  frantically  out  with  torch  in  hand  to 
diffuse  the  fire  among  their  friends  and  neighbors.  Some  in 
their  frenzy  set  their  beards  on  fire,  others  tore  off  their  cloth- 
ing to  bum  their  bodies,  and  parents  were  seen  holding  up 
their  little  children  that  they,  too,  might  touch  the  fiame. 
As  if  by  magic  thousands  of  lamps,  candles  and  tapers  were 
lighted  in  every  chapel,  alcove,  and  gallery,  until  the  entire 
vast  edifice  was  ablaze.  The  confusion  and  noise  were  bewil- 
dering ;  the  neat  and  smoke,  suffocating ;  and  the  whole  effect 
reminded  one  more  of  the  fire-worshipers  of  Baal  in  their 
midnight  orgies  than  of  a  Christian  service. 

We  pity  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant  people  present  on  this 
occasion ;  but  what  excuse  can  be  offered  for  the  learned  priests 
and  bishops  who  thus  wantonly  turn  into  comedy  the  most  sa- 
cred events  t  For  all  such  exhibitions  we  regard  as  nothing 
more  than  solemn  mockeries. 
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CHAPTER  Vin. 
BmraLREEMy  and  hill  oountry  of  judxa. 

Bf-thplaoe  of  Christ — Church  of  the  Nativity — Oriental  Khan— Christmas  in  Betb- 
tehem — ^Annenian  Convent — Midnight  Service — Solemn  Impressloiis— -6rott» 
of  St.  Jerome — Birthplace  of  John  the  Baptist — Wilderness  of  Jndea— Lo- 
cust and  Wild  Honey — Difference  of  Opinion. 

SITUATED  on  a  fruitful  ridge  abont  dx  miles  south  of 
Jerusalem,  overlooking  the  Yallej  of  the  Eedron  on  the 
north,  and  the  deep  chasm  of  the  Dead  Sea  on  the  east,  is 
Bethlehem  of  Judea,  to  the  Christian  the  holiest  place  on  earth. 

It  is  one  of  the  oldest  villages  in  I'alestine,  and  associated 
with  some  of  the  most  stirring  events  in  the  religious  history 
of  the  world.  Here  Ruth  gleaned  after  the  reapers  of  Boas ; 
here  the  youthful  David  kept  his  father's  flocks,  and  was  an- 
ointed King  of  Israel ;  here,  also,  Jeremiah,  after  denouncing 
God's  terrible  judgments  upon  the  people,  foretold  tlie  coming 
of  ^^  The  Lord  our  Kighteousness ; " '  and  here  the  shepherds 
who  watched  their  flocks  by  night  were  startled  by  the  angelic 
song  announcing  the  Messiah's  birth,  and  proclaiming  the 
evangel  of  *^  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  toward  men." 

The  name  signifles  the  Ilouse  of  Bread,  and  truly  it  may  be 
said,  Bethlehem  has  given  to  our  perishing  race  the  bread  of 
eternal  life.  What  countless  millions  have  feasted  on  this  heav- 
enly loaf  1 

As  we  rode  along  the  well-beaten  path  leading  from  Jerusa- 
lem, crowded  with  pilgrims  from  all  lands  going  up  to  visit 

I  Jeremiah  zziil,  S. 
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the  place  tliat  gave  birtli  to  tlie  Saviuur  of  mankind,  what  old 
memories  were  awakened  I  Here,  on  the  plain  of  Eephaim, 
over  which  the  road  winds,  it  is  supposed  the  army  of  Sen- 
nacherib lay  encamped  when  smitten  by  the  destroying  angel  ■ ' 
along  this  same  road  Abraliam  probably  journeyed  on  hie  way 
to  the  Mount  of  God,  leading  his  only  eon  as  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter ;  altmg  this  same  road  the  Virgin  and  her  husband 
once  toiled  on  their  weai-y  way  to  the  "  City  of  David,  which 


is  called  Bethlehem;"  along  this  Btiine  road  the  magi  came 
■with  their  costly  gifts  to  worship  at  tlie  feet  of  the  new-born 
King;  and  long  before  ttie  advent  of  Clirist,  long  before  the 
Hebrews  possessed  the  land,  when  the  Jebiisites  still  held  the 
old  "  Castle  of  Zion,"  Jacob,  on  his  way  to  Hebron,  traveled 
over  this  same  road;  and  it  was  here  that  Rachel,  his  young 
-and  beautiful  wife,  died  as  she  gave  birth  to  her  second  son. 
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How  tonduBgly  sad  the  narrative,  '^  And  Baehel  died  and  was 
bnried  in  the  waj  to  Ephrath,  which  is  Bethlehem.  And' 
Jacob  set  a  pillar  upon  her  grave,"  etc.' 

Nearly  four  thonsand  years  have  elapeed  since  this  mother  in 
Israel  died,  and  Jacob  set  up  this  stone  as  a  memorial  over  her 
grave ;  and  yet  the  tomb  of  Baehel  is  still  here  by  the  way-side, 
protected  by  Jewish,  Ohristian,  and  Moslem  piety  as  one  of  the 
most  sacred  spots  in  the  Holy  Land. 

That  the  grotto  pointed  out  as  the  birthplace  of  Christ  is 
very  near,  if  not  the  identical  spot  of  our  Saviour's  nativity, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt.  All  tradition  and  history  agree 
upon  this  locality.  Justin  Martyr,  who  was  a  native  of  Syria, 
uxd  had  every  opportunity  of  knowing  the  precise  place,  tells 
OS  Christ  was  bom  in  this  cave ;  Origen  mentions  the  same 
fact  Helena,  also,  before  she  erected  her  grand  basilica  to 
conmiemorate  the  event,  must  have  known  the  spot.  It  is  not 
likely  that  events  so  wonderful  as  the  visit  of  the  angels  who 
Announced  his  birth,  the  coming  of  the  wise  men  from  the  East 
to  render  him  homage,  and  tlic  star  standing  over  the  place 
where  the  young  child  lay,  would  soon,  if  ever,  be  forgotten. 
Certainly  not  in  the  brief  period  that  intervened  between  Jus- 
tin Martyr  and  the  Empress  Helena. 

That  tffe  present  Church  of  the  Nativity  is  the  identical  one 
built  by  this  empress  none  will  deny.  It  is  the  oldest  Chris- 
tian church  in  the  world,  and  many  of  the  forty-eight  beautiful 
columns  which  support  the  cedar  roof  were  in  all  probability 
taken  from  the  grand  Temple  of  Solomon  on  MoriaL 

For  fifteen  centuries  this  venerable  edifice  has  stood  as  a  silent 
witness  to  the  fact  that  in  the  grotto  beneath  its  altar  the  "  King 
of  kings ''  was  bom,  who  brought  "  good  tidings  of  great  joy 

'  Genesis  zzxr,  19. 
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to  all  people ;"  and  that  also  on  this  very  site  the  inn  of  Beth 
lehem  once  stood. 

An  eastern  inn,  or  khan,  never  was  a  house  of  entertainment 
in  the  sense  that  Americans  understand  a  hotel  to  be.  Such 
accommodations  as  provision,  bed,  and  other  comforts  at  an  inn 
are  unknown  in  the  Orient,  and  belong  exclusively  to  western 
civilization.  In  the  East  all  travelers  carry  their  own  bedding 
and  provision  with  them,  and  must  dress  their  own  food,  kindle 
their  own  fire,  and  spread  their  own  table.  An  Oriental  inn  is 
merely  a  place  of  shelter  from  the  stonn,  or  protection  from 
robbers,  where  a  man  and  his  beast  can  safely  lodge  for  the 
night  free  of  charge.  A  portion  of  the  khan  was  assigned  to 
the  beasts,  generally  one  side,  and  travelers  who  came  in  late, 
if  they  found  the  khan  full,  would  have  to  make  their  beds  in 
the  manger  with  the  horses  and  camels,  as  Joseph  and  Mary 
were  forced  to  do.  These  caravansaries,  or  inns,  were  some- 
tunes  very  rude,  simply  a  rough  wall  built  round  a  house,  or 
natural  caves  in  the  rocks,  as  appears  to  have  been  the  case  at 
Bethlehem.  Many  of  these  grottoes  are  still  used  as  stables  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  some  of  them  as  dwellings  by  the 
Arabs. 

Until  superseded  by  convents,  every  village  had  its  khan ; 
they  were  also  found  along  the  great  hues  of  travel.  These 
inns  were  considered  sacred  property.  No  invading  army  ever 
disturbed  them.  Generally  there  was  but  one  khan  in  a  place^ 
and  in  a  small  town  like  Bethlehem  there  never  could  have 
been  but  one.  When  once  an  inn  was  established,  through  the 
liberality  of  some  prince  or  man  of  wealth,  it  became  public 
property  consecrated  to  hospitality,  and  could  never  be  appro- 
priated to  other  purposes. 

We  have  been  thus  minute  in  our  description  of  an  Orienta) 
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khan  because  tradition  locates  the  inn  of  Joseph  and  Mary  at 
Bethlehem  on  a  portion  of  the  estate  of  Boaz — the  old  home- 
stead of  Obed  and  Jesse — so  that  tlie  birtliplace  of  David  was 
identical  with  the  birthplace  of  Jesns,  his  illustrious  successor 
and  King  eternal.  We  visited  this  place  on  Christmas  eve  in 
order  to  celebrate  the  great  event  very  near,  if  not  on  the  very 
spot,  where  Christ  our  Lord  was  bom.  The  weather  was  mild, 
and  on  the  way  we  passed  several  shepherds  with  tlieir  flocks 
of  sheep  and  goats,  among  which  we  saw  quite  a  number  of 
lambs  and  kids  skipping  among  the  rocks. 

As  eighteen  centuries  before,  "  there  was  no  room  in  the  inn," 
bat  by  invitation  of  the  Patriarch  we  stopped  at  the  Armenian 
Convent  close  by.  Our  party  were  the  tirst  Americans  ever 
entertained  by  the  monks,  and  our  ladies  the  first  women  ever 
admitted  into  the  convent.  We  were  treated  with  great  re- 
spect, and  every  attention  was  shown  us ;  but  the  thought  of 
sitting  and  sleeping  on  rich  divans  in  the  same  city,  and  very 
near  the  identical  spot,  where  the  infant  Saviour  once  lay  upon 
the  straw,  detracted  greatly  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 
Still,  I  considered  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  there,  and  a  strange 
feeling  came  over  me  as  I  joined  in  the  midnight  service  over 
the  manger  where  our  blessed  Lord,  in  all  probability,  once  lay 
a  helpless  babe ;  and  when  we  all  marched  with  lighted  tapers 
through  the  old  church,  and  down  into  the  Grotto  of  the  Na- 
tivity chanting  the  Christmas  carol,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
est," we  felt  spell-bound,  and  our  hearts  re-echoed  the  senti- 
ment back  to  heaven ;  and  when  we  surrounded  the  manger, 
and  read  in  characters  of  gold  the  inscription  beneath  the  altar 
— Herb  Jbsus  Christ  was  born  !  no  words  can  describe  my 
emotions. 

Many  gold  and  silver  lamps,  the  votive  offerings  of  royalty, 
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are  kept  contmnallj  burning,  like  vestal  fires,  over  the  silver 
star  that  marks  the  supposed  spot  where  the  Prinoe  was  bom, 
to  ^'  whose  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end«" 

Many  other  events  associated  with  Bethlehem  add  greatly  to 
the  interest  of  the  place,  especially  the  life  and  labors  of*  that 
eminent  Christian  man,  St  Jerome,  one  of  the  most  learned 
and  devout  fathers  of  the  Church,  who,  wishing  to  get  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  fountain  of  truth,  here  secluded  himself  from 
the  world  and  ^rf  ormed  the  immortal  service  of  translating 
the  Scriptures  from  the  original  text  into  the  Latin,  thus  giving 
to  our  world  a  correct  version  of  the  Bible. 

The  little  cell,  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  where  this  good  man 
lived  and  wrote  with  the  trump  of  Ood  sounding  in  his  ears, 
may  still  be  seen.  Here  he  died  and  was  buried,  and  here  he 
awaits  the  call  of  the  last  trump  to  a  new  and  endless  life. 

What  hallowed  memories  this  place  awakens  I  What  influ 
ences  have  gone  out' from  this  center!  What  hopes  cluster 
around  it  I  Blot  out  the  associations  of  Bethlehem  and  you 
pltmge  our  world  into  moral  darkness,  ruin,  and  death. 

This  village  was  generally  called  "Bethlehem  of  Judca  '^  to 
distinguish  it  from  another  place  of  the  same  name  in  the  tribe 
of  Zcbulon,^  and  because  it  was  situated  in  the  "  hill  country 
of  Judea,"  the  birthplace  of  John  the  Baptist  This  mount- 
ainous district  extends  as  far  south  as  Hebron;  and  it  was 
here,  among  these  hiUs,  about  four  miles  west  of  Bethlehem, 
near  the  old  road  leading  to  Gkusa  and  not  far  from  Philip's 
Fountain,  where,  according  to  tradition,  the  Ethiopian  eunuch 
was  baptized,  that  John,  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  was  born. 

There  is  good  authority  for  believing  that  Zacharias  and 
Elizabeth  Uved  in  this  neighborhood.    The  traditional  site  of 

'  Joehua  xix,  16. 
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their  house  is  covered  bj  the  old  FranciBcan  Convent  of  St 
John,  which  stands  on  a  fmitfol  ridge  in  the  midst  of  the 
modem  village  of  A  in  E&rim.  The  chnrch  of  the  Convent  is 
a  massive  stone  stmctnre,  with  a  graceful  dome  supported  by 
four  square  pillars.  Within,  the  walls  are  cased  with  porcelain 
tiles,  and  hung  with  rich  drapery  of  crimson  brocatel  silk.  A 
small  circular  chapel,  or  grotto,  cut  in  the  natural  rock,  to 
which  jou  descend  by  seven  steps  on  the  left  of  the  high  altar, 
marks  the  supposed  spot  of  this  good  man*s  birth. 

A  Latin  inscription  on  a  marble  slab  in  the  floor  states  that 
*'  Here  the  forerwrineT  of  ov/r  Lord  was  hom^'*  and  the  paint- 
ings on  the  walls  give,  in  part,  the  details  of  his  eventful  life. 
On  the  right  John  is  represented  preaching  in  the  wilderness ; 
on  the  left  baptizing  Christ  in  the  Jordan ;  and  under  the 
altar  on  one  side,  sculptured  beautifully  in  marble,  we  have  his 
birth ;  on  the  other  side  his  tragic  death ;  and  in  the  center, 
as  an  altar-piece,  the  visit  of  the  Virgin  Mary  to  her  cousin 
Elizabeth,  mentioned  by  St.  Luke.  My  first  visit  to  this 
interesting  locality  was  in  company  with  Dr.  Newman  and  his 
wife.  It  was  a  beautiful  spring  day ;  and  as  we  rode  over  the 
hills,  gathering  wild  flowers  here  and  there  by  the  wayside,  we 
could  not  but  feel  that  perhaps  we  were  riding  along  the  same 
path  once  trodden  by  the  Mother  of  our  Lord. 

After  his  birth  but  little  is  known  of  John  until  he  com- 
menced his  public  ministrations  by  calling  sinners  to  repentance. 
It  is  said  his  father  was  killed  by  the  monster,  Herod,  because 
he  refused  to  reveal  the  hiding-place  of  his  son;  that  afterward 
John,  for  safety,  fled  into  "  the  wilderness  of  Judea,"  a  wild, 
desolate  region  cast  of  his  native  hills,  where  he  remained  ^^  till 
the  day  of  his  showing  unto  Israel." ' 

1  Luke  i,  80. 
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His  great  mission  was  to  prepare  the  nation  for  tlie  coining 
of  the  Messiah.  His  dresa  was,  like  tliat  of  the  old  prophets, 
simply  a  garment  of  camel's  hair  fastened  with  a  leathern 
girdle,  and  his  meat  "  locusts  and  \dld  honey."  In  liis  lonely 
desert  abode,  living  on  this  rougli  fare,  and  clad  in  his  coarse 
raiment,  God  was  pre]>ar(iig  this  remarkable  man  for  his  gi-eat 


work,  and  when  his  voice  was  heard  in  the  wilderness,  crj-ing, 
"  Rci>ont  ve,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand ! "  so  in- 
tense was  tlie  desire  to  hear  him  that  great  mnltitudes  from 
"  .Tenisalem  and  all  -Tiidea  "  went  out  to  his  preaching.     Many 

thought  him  to  be  the  long-looked-for  Mcspiah,  others  Elijah, 


LOCUSTS   AND   WILD   HOIHET.  199 

or  one  of  the  old  prophets  returned  to  earth.  Among  the 
thonsandfl  from  all  parts  who  attended  his  ministry,  Christ  also 
Came  ^*  to  be  baptized  bj  him,"  for  the  Son  of  Ood  must  follill 
the  law  in  this  respect  before  he  can  enter  upon  his  work  as  a 
teacher  in  IsraeL  And  it  was  on  this  memorable  occasion  the 
Father  publicly  acknowledged  his  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
visibly  descended  upon  him  in  the  form  of  a  dove.  John's 
mission  was  now  fulfilled,  his  dispensation  terminated,  and 
soon  after  he  was  called  to  his  reward. 

From  our  observations  in  the  East  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  ''  locusts  and  wild  honey,"  referred  to  as  the  diet  of 
John  the  Baptist,  was  the  fruit  of  the  cdrob-tree,  and  the  dibsj 
or  honey  extracted  therefrom.  The  popular  name  for  this 
tree  in  Palestine  is  ^'  the  locust,"  and  the  fruit  is  known  every- 
where as  the  '^  bread  of  St.  John."  In  Arabic  it  is  called 
cArob,  from  the  horn-like  shape  of  its  pods  or  fruit,  which  are 
considered  very  wholesome,  and  are  always  foimd  in  the 
markets  among  the  other  fruits  of  the  land.  Tliese  pods  are 
sometimes  called  '*  husks/^  and  without  doubt  are  the  husks  the 
Prodigal  in  his  distress  would  fain  have  eaten. 

This  tree  is  found  all  over  Palestine.  Two  may  be  seen 
growing  on  the  side  of  Olivet,  just  above  the  Garden  of  Geth- 
semane.  It  is  a  dark  evergreen,  with  heavy  fqjiagc,  affording 
a  delightful  shade,  and  bears  a  crescent-sliaped  bean,  about  six 
inches  long  and  one  wide.  The  outside  of  this  bean,  when  ripe, 
is  a  dark  brown,  and  does  not  look  unlike  the  honey-locust  of 
America.  The  fruit  is  fed  to  horses,  cattle,  and  swine,  and  is  a 
common  article  of  food  among  the  natives.  Traveling  through 
the  country,  our  muleteers  appeared  to  live  almost  upon  these 
pods.  The  trees  are  generally  registered ;  property  in  them 
is   capital,    and    marriage   portions  arc   frequently   ^ivcn    in 
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^MocQSts,"  or  the  fniit  of  the  c&rob.  A  grove  of  these  trees  is 
considered  as  valuable  as  a  vineyard  or  olive  grove,  and  a 
single  tree  often  yields  a  thousand  pounds  of  pods,  which  are 
exported  in  large  quantities  to  Russia  and  elsewhere. 

The  fruit,  when  ripe,  contains  a  sweet  pulp,  which  is  ex- 
pressed and  made  into  a  honey  called  dibs^  which  is  the  honey 
in  general  use  among  the  peasantry  of  Palestine.  Sometimes, 
when  a  pod  is  stung  by  a  bee,  honey  will  ooze  from  the  wound 
and  drop  to  the  ground.  May  not  this  have  been  the  honey 
Jonathan  found  in  the  wood  when  pursuing  the  Philistines! ' 

The  Hebrew  word  debashy  which  so  often  occurs  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  is  translated  **  honey  "  in  our  version,  refers 
generally  to  vegetable  honey,  distilled  as  dibs  from  the  pods  of 
these  trees,  or  to  any  sweet  glutinous  substance,  as  the  syrup 
of  grapes  and  dates.  It  was  this,  and  not  bee^honey,  with 
which  Israel  supplied  the  market  of  Tyre,  and  tliat  Jacob  sent 
as  a  present  to  Joseph  in  Egypt.  It  has  the  appearance  of 
granulated  honey,  is  often  used  instead  of  sugar,  and  is  com- 
monly known  as  "  wild  honey."  As  John  was  an  austere  man, 
this,  more  than  likely,  was  the  honey  he  used,  bee-honey  being 
considered  ^  great  delicacy  and  only  eaten  by  the  rich.  It  is 
also  more  than  probable  that  the  locusts  he  ate  were  not  the 
insect,  but  pods  of  the  c&rob-tree. 

Josephus  gives  an  account  of  a  tutor  of  his  who  ^^  lived  in 
the  desert  for  many  years  on  food  that  grew  of  its  own  ac- 
cord ; "  he  also  mentions  ^^  honey  exuding  frem  the  trees,"  and 
of  living  in  the  wilderness  himself  for  three  years,  on  no  other 
meat  than  tliat  which  grew  therein. 

John  must  have  been  in  the  desert  for  several  years.  The 
insect  locust  is  not  common  to  Palestine.    Their  visits  are  re- 

1  1  Samuel  ziv,  26. 
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garded  as  eevere  Bconrges.  They  come  bnt  eeldom,  often  at 
intervals  of  many  years,  and  only  remain  for  a  short  time,  so 
could  not  be  relied  upon  as  an  article  of  daily  food. 

Those  who  entertain  the  opposite  view,  and  contend  for  the 
ineect,  confound  it  with  the  locust  of  Arabia,  which  is  eaten  in 
tliat  country,  but  is  a  dififerent  species  altogether  from  the 
locust  of  Palestine  and  Mesopotamia.  The  Arabian  locust  is  a 
large  reddish-brown  insect,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  long, 
thick  as  your  finger,  and  has  "  no  king." '  The  other  is  only 
half  that  size,  of  a  pale  green  color,  like  our  grasshopper,*  has 
a  leader  or  queen,  the  same  as  bees,  and  is  never  eaten,  not 
even  by  the  Bedouin  of  the  desert. 

'  Proverbs  ixi,  27,  '  Araos  vu,  1. 


CHAPTER  IX. 
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Water  Supply  of  JeruBalem — Oreat  Resenroira — Ancient  Aqnedoote— Oardenf  ol 
Solomon — Cave  of  Adullam — DaTid  and  Saal — Tekoa,  the  Home  of  Amoa— 
Herodium,  the  Tomb  of  Herod. 

TIIOUOH  Jerusalem  is  situated  on  one  of  the  higlicst 
mountain  ranges  in  Palestine,  and  so  far  as  known  has 
neither  a  spring  nor  well  of  living  water  within  it,  few  cities 
were  ever  better  supplied  with  purer  or  better  water.  In  all 
the  protracted  sieges  the  place  has  undergone  the  complaint 
was  never  heard  of  any  scarcity  of  water.  But  from  the  Jow 
of  water  in  the  Virgin's  Fountain,  Pool  of  Siloam,  and  Joab's 
Well,  and  from  frequent  reference  in  the  ancient  history  of 
Jerusalem  to  the  brook  that  ran  through  the  ^^  midst  of  the 
land,"  and  to  "  the  Fountain  "  or  outflowing  waters  "  of  Gihon," 
there  must  have  been  one  or  more  living  streams  near  the  city 
before  Hezekiah  seiUed  or  stopped  up  their  course  "  to  cut  off 
the  supply  from  the  Assyrian  king ; "  and  these  springs  may 
still  flow  by  subterranean  channels  into  the  Temple  inclosure, 
and  through  "  the  Well  of  the  Leaf,"  down  to  "  the  waters  of 
Shiloah  that  go  softly."  *  The  dty  is  now  entirely  supplied  with 
rain  water  caught  during  the  rainy  season  in  rock-hewn  cisterns, 
but  from  numerous  large  reservoirs  of  great  antiquity,  now 
mostly  dry,  both  within  and  without  the  walls,  the  principal 
supply  of  water  must  always  have  been  from  a  distance.  Traces 
may  still  be  seen  of  live  broken  aqueducts  from  ten  to  thirty 

«^^  *  Isaiah  viil,  6. 
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miles  loug  entering  tlie  city  from  tlie  sontli,  tliree  of  which 
connected  these  ancient  reservoire  witli  the  Pools  of  Solomon. 
These  famous  pools  are  situated  among  the  mountains  near 
the  head  of  Wadj  Urtas,  tliree  miles  south  of  Bethlehem,  and 
drain  at  least  sixty  square  miles  of  surface.  There  are  three 
basins  of  massive  masonry  in  good  preservation,  measuring  in 
the  aggregate  one  thousand  tliree  hundred  and  eighty  five  feet 
long,  by  two  liiindred  and  thirty-six  wide,  and  about  forty  feet 
deep. 


Great  engineering  skill  lias  lieen  displayed  in  the  constmo- 
tion  of  these  pools  on  auccessive  terraces  one  helow  another,  so 
that  the  lower  one  catcliefi  the  overflow  of  those  above ;  and  no 
less  ingenuity  in  concealing  the  sources  of  the  fountains  from 
their  enemies,  and  collecting  the  waters  of  remote  springs  in  tun- 
nek  under  the  mountains — one  of  tliose  tunnels  being  four  miles 
long,  and  connected  witli  secret  conduits  conveying  the  fresh, 
cool  stream  into  tlie  Holy  City.     One  of  tlie  aqueducts — a  por- 
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tion  of  which  may  be  seen  near  Rachel's  Tomb — is  constructed 
on  the  Biphonic  principle,  not  curving  round  the  hills  on  a  level, 
as  the  KomanB  construct**!  theirs,  but  following  the  elevations 
and  depreasioixs  of  the  country.  The  pipe  is  made  of  large 
stones  with  a  hole  sixteen  inches  in  diameter  drilled  through 


them.  These  Ijlocks  are  nicely  jointed,  similar  to  the  cast- 
iron  pipes  now  in  use,  the  sections  fitting  as  snugly  as  if 
ground  into  each  other,  and  the  whole  tube  imbedded  in  rub- 
ble-work and  coated  with  cement  mixed  with  oil,  rendering 
it  both  air  and  water-tight.  Openings  were  left  on  the  high- 
est points  to  relieve  tlie  pressure  when  too  great.  Altogether 
it  is  a  most  wonderful  piece  of  workmansliip,  reflecting  great 
credit  on  the  wisdom  of  Solomon. 
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It  was  also  here  in  this  once  lovely  valley,  just  below  the 
pools,  that  Solomon  satisfied  himself  in  regard  to  the  riches 
and  pleasures  of  this  world.  Here  he  built  his  summer  palace, 
to  which,  Josephus  says,  he  drove  in  his  chariot  every  morn- 
ing ;  here  he  planted  vineyards  and  gardens  and  orchards  of 
all  kinds  of  fruit,  and  yielded  to  the  gratification  of  every 
desire  of  his  heart,  ^Hhat  he  might  see  what  was  good  for  the 
sons  of  men."  The  Valley  of  £tam — now  Urtas — is  still  here, 
well  watered,  and  one  of  the  richest  in  Palestine.  A  few 
garden  patches  along  it  are  still  under  cultivation,  and  the 
remains  of  ancient  buildings  may  still  be  seen  here  and  there ; 
otherwise,  the  picture  is  one  of  utter  desolation;  the  palaces 
and  pleasure  grounds  of  Solomon  are  no  more,  showing  the 
correctness  of  the  royal  Preacher's  conclusion,  ^^  Behold,  all  is 
vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit."  * 

A  short  distance  above  this,  near  the  old  road  to  Hebron,  in 
a  cleft  of  the  rocks,  is  one  of  the  reputed  hiding-places  of  Sam- 
son after  avenging  himself  on  the  Philistines  for  the  burning 
of  his  wife,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  the  very  name  of  Etam  is 
still  applied  to  some  ruins  among  the  rocks  dose  by  the 
pools ;  and  all  the  natural  features  of  the  place  agree  f uUy  with 
the  narrative  of  Samson's  adventure. 

About  one  and  a  half  hour's  ride  down  the  ravine  from  Sol- 
omon's Pools,  and  about  the  same  distance  east  of  Bethlehem, 
where  the  valley  assxmies  the  features  of  a  wild  gorge  cutting 
its  way  down  to  the  Dead  Sea,  is  the  traditional  Cave  of 
AduUam. 

This  is  a  large  natural  cavern  on  the  south  side  of  Wady 
Urtas,  supposed  to  be  the  same  to  which  David  fled  from  the 
King  of  Oath,  and  where  he  probably  cut  off  the  skirt  of  Saul's 

'  EcclesiasteB  i,  14 
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gannent,  as  these  two  events  appear  to  have  occurred  in  the  same 
vicinity.  It  is  now  known  as  Xhnreitnn,  from  Chariton,  » 
monk  who  founded  a  convent  here  at  an  early  day ;  the  old 
name,  however,  is  still  retained  by  the  El  Dhnllam  Arabs  in 
this  neighborhood. 

On.onr  way  to  this  romantic  spot  we  did  not  follow  the  val- 
ley, bnt  rode  over  the  hills  once  the  favorite  resort  of  David 
when  in  charge  of  his  father's  flocks,  passing  many  shepherds 
with  their  sheep  and  goats,  some  of  them  mere  lads  with  their 
slings,  others  who  were  older,  playing  on  a  rude  instrument 
like  the  clarionet,  recalling  the  comely  son  of  Jesse  when  a 
shepherd  boy  on  these  same  hills,  and  who  probably  here  took 
his  first  lessons  on  the  sackbut  and  harp,  and  composed  some 
of  those  immortal  psalms  that  form  so  appropriate  a  part  in  the 
worship  of  God.* 

The  cave  is  in  the  north  face  of  a  precipitous  mountain,  and 
the  only  approach  to  it  is  along  a  narrow  shelving  rock  over- 
hanging the  dry  bed  of  the  stream  a  hundred  feet  below.  Near 
the  entrance  a  mass  of  rock  has  fallen  from  above,  blocking  up 
entirely  the  path,  so  that  no  one  can  now  enter  without  clam- 
bering over  this  obstruction  on  hands  and  knees  with  gre.\t 
difficulty,  and  in  constant  danger  of  slipping  ofiE  into  the  chasm 
beneath. 

The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  very  narrow,  admitting  only  one 
person  at  a  time ;  however,  once  within,  ample  room  is  found 
for  double  the  number  that  at  any  one  time  were  with  David 
in  his  hiding-place.  From  the*  entrance  winding  galleries  lead 
in  different  directions,  and  opening  out  of  these  are  many  small 
grottoes  where  a  man  could  easily  conceal  himself,  and  cut  off 

1  pBalms  cxUi  aDd  cxllli  wore  probabW  written  in  thiB  caTe.  beinr  **ibe  oniver  of 
DaTid  when  in  the  cave.** 
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tlie  gannent  or  head  of  an  enemy  without  being  seen.  About 
fifty  feet  from  the  main  entrance  you  come  to  a  grand  hall  over 
one  hundred  feet  long  by  perhaps  fifty  feet  wide  and  thirty  feet 
higli,  looking  very  mnch  like  an  old  Gothic  cliurch,  the  vaulted 
ceiling   of   which   was  covered  with   bats.     Several 


branch  off  from  tliis  chamber  to  others  of  lesa  dimension  ;  one  (if 
these  passage  ways,  through  which  you  muat  crawl  like  a  serpent 
in  the  duet,  with  torcli  in  hand,  and  almost  suffocated  from  the 
heat  and  smoke,  brings  you  to  a  room  with  an  opening  in  the 
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floor  down  which  jou  drop  about  ten  feet  into  another  laige  hall, 
with  something  like  a  cistern  in  the  center,  now  filled  np  with 
the  bones  of  different  animals.  May  not  this  haye  been  ^^  the 
hold ''  of  Israel's  anointed  king  referred  to  b j  David  1 '  Other 
galleries  lead  from  this  apartment  to  halls  still  more  remote, 
seemingly  without  end,  which  we  did  not  explore  as  we  had 
reached  the  ^^  end  of  our  rope,"  and  dare  not  yenture  beyond 
its  length,  as  our  guides  assured  us  we  could  go  on  until  we 
heard  the  smiths  of  Hebron  hammering  oyer  our  heads.  We 
found  the  caye  dry  and  the  air  pure,  though  strongly  tainted 
with  the  smell  of  jackals,  hyenas,  and  other  wild  beasts,  that 
find  in  its  numerous  grottoes  a  warm  and  safe  retreat,  making 
its  exploration  rather  dangerous  as  you  haye  to  advance  very 
cautiously,  with  revolver  in  hand,  not  knowing  what  moment 
you  may  meet  with  some  ferocious,  half -starved  beast. 

This  has  long  been  regarded  as  the  veritable  Cave  of  Adullam ; 
though,  of  course,  in  a  country  where  caves  abound,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  fix  with  certainty  on  any  particular  one.  William  of 
Tyre  locates  Adullam  six  miles  east  of  Bethlehem  toward  the 
Dead  Sea,  which  is  the  exact  distance  and  locality  of  this  cave. 
David,  also,  must  have  been  familiar  with  every  spot  in  this 
wild  region,  as  it  was  here  he  smote  ^^  the  lion  and  the  bear " 
when  he  kept  his  father's  "  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness ; "  and 
he  would  naturally  seek  refuge  in  some  favorite  haunt  among 
<<  the  rocks  of  the  wild  goats,"  where  his  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try would  add  greatly  to  his  security. 

Some  locate  the  cave  near  the  supposed  city  of  Adullam  in 
the  plain  country  of  Judah.  There  is,  however,  nothing  in 
the  text  to  warrant  the  location  of  the  cave  near  the  dty  of  that 
name,  even  if  the  site  of  the  old  city  could  be  identified ;  and 

1 1  Samuel  zxil  4. 
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it  iB  uot  likely  that  David  would  soleGt  a  retreat  so  near  bis 
enemies,  where  he  could  not  poesibly  hope  to  conceal  himself 
and  four  hundred  followers  for  any  length  of  time.  Then, 
no  cave  near  Ghith,  or  on  the  plains  of  Philistia,  would  meet  the 
conditions  of  the  narrativcy  for  it  appears  that  ^^  when  his  breth- 
ren and  all  his  father's  house/'  who  lived  at  Bethlehem,  heard 
that  he  was  in  the  Gave  of  Adullam,  ^^they  werU  down  thither 
to  him/'*  which  could  not  truthfully  be  said  of  any  cave  west  of 
the  mountains  of  Judea.  It  was  from  Adullam  he  took  bia 
aged  parents  for  protection  to  ^^  Mizpeh  of  Moab,"  beyond  Jor- 
dan, which  he  could  not  have  done  from  the  plain  country  with- 
out passing  through  the  lines  of  the  Philistines.  It  was  also 
when  here  that  the  three  mighty  men  came  down  to  him,  and 
brought  him  water  from  ^^the  well  of  Bethlehem,  that  was  by 
the  gate,"  which  they  could  easily  do  from  the  locality  we  have 
named,  but  not  in  any  reasonable  length  of  time  from  beyond 
the  mountains  near  Gath,  as  the  whole  distance  traversed,  near 
forty  miles  there  and  back,  would  have  been  through  the  ene- 
my's country.  From  the  whole  narratiye  it  appears  that  Adul- 
lam was  a  laige  natural  cave  below  Bethlehem,  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Judea.  So  the  small  artificial  caves  near  some  ruinSy 
supposed  to  be  those  of  the  cily  of  Adullam,  not  far  from 
Gkth,  do  not  meet  a  single  condition  of  the  scriptural  account. 
From  here,  David,  after  his  return  from  Moab,  went  into 
^  the  wilderness  of  Maon,"  a  day's  journey  to  the  south  of  this, 
^  and  dwelt  in  strong-holds  at  Engedi,"  on  the  borders  of  the 
Dead  Sea ;  after  which  he  probably  returned  to  Adullam,  as 
Saul  found  him  here  on  his  way  to  Engedi  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  place  where  David  and  Saul  met  was  not  at  Engedi, 
but  ^^  by  the  way  " '  to  Engedi    And  the  cave  we  have  been 

>  1  Sunnel  xsU,  1.  •  1  SuniMl  zzIt,  8. 
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describing  is  on  the  direct  road  from  Bethlehem  to  Engedi, 
and  meets  all  the  conditions  of  the  case  better  than  any  other. 

On  the  hill  directly  above  the  caye  of  Adnllam  is  Tekoay 
the  birthplace  of  the  Prophet  Amos,  who  in  his  defense  bef oi« 
the  king,  when  accused  of  troubling  Israel,  meekly  said:  ^'I 
was  no  prophet,  neither  was  I  a  prophet's  son,  but  I  was  a 
herdman,  and  a  gatherer  of  sycamore  frnit;'  and  the  Lord 
took  me  as  I  followed  the  flock,  and  the  Lord  said  nnto  me,  Gh)^ 
prophesy  nnto  my  people  Israel" '  No  doubt,  on  these  yery 
hills  this  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord  often  gathered  wild  figs, 
and  pastured  his  herds  and  flocks,  and  in  some  one  of  the  many 
rock-cut  tombs  in  the  neighborhood  his  ashes  stiU  repose,  await- 
ing the  hour  when  all  who  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall 
awake  to  life  again* 

About  midway  between  Adullam  and  Bethlehem,  half  a 
mile  north  of  Wady  Urtas,  is  a  remarkable  truncated  cone, 
OTerlooking  the  Wilderness  of  Judea  and  Valley  of  the  Jordan 
for  many  mQes.  The  natiTes  call  it  Jebel  Fureidis — ^  Hill  of 
Paradise,''  but  it  is  more  generally  known  as  the  Frank  Mount- 
ain, or  Herodium.  Herod,  according  to  Josephus,  built  a  strong 
fortress  and  splendid  palace  not  far  from  Tekoa,  and  sixty 
stadia,  or  about  eight  miles,  from  Jerusalem ;  which  agrees  pre- 
dsely  with  this  site.  The  cone  rises  from  a  high  plateau,  and 
its  upper  section,  of  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  ap- 
pears to  be  artificial,  the  ascent  to  which  was  by  a  marble  stair- 
case on  the  north  side,  traces  of  which  stiU  remain.  There 
may  also  haye  been  a  secret  entrance  from  below  and  up 
through  the  interior,  as  the  top  is  deeply  sunken  in  the  center, 
like  a  great  well-hole.    The  only  ruins  to  be  seen  on  the  sum- 

>  The  sjcamore  tree  of  PalMtine  betni  a  fndt  oallad  by  the  natiiTee  wild  ^ 
•  Amos  Tii,  14. 
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mit  are  two  waOs  built  in  aperfect  circle  of  beveled  stones, 
one  within  the  other,  thirty  feet  apart,  the  outer  one  about  one 
thousand  feet  in  circumference,  the  inner  one  seyen  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  with  circular  towers  at  the  four  cardinal  points, 
forty  feet  in  diameter,  beneath  which  are  yaults  and  other  sub- 
terranean works.  At  the  base  of  the  hill  are  extensiye  ruins  of 
other  fortifications  and  palaces,  and  a  large  square  reservoir 
with  the  remains  of  a  building  in  the  center,  perhaps  a  swim- 
ming bath.  These  are,  without  doubt,  the  ruins  of  the  once 
magnificent  palace  and  tomb  of  Herod  the  Great 

But  little  is  known  of  the  ancestry  of  the  Herodian  family. 
From  the  most  reliable  authority  their  origin  was  very  obscure, 
Antipater,  the  father  of  Herod  L,  being  the  son  of  a  slave  taken 
prisoner  at  Ascalon  by  Idiunean  robbers.  At  least  the  family 
came  from  Idxmiea,  and  were  Jews  only  by  conquest  and 
adoption.  Herod  the  Great,  when  quite  young,  was  made 
governor  of  Ghdilee  under  Julius  Cffisar,  and  afterward  ap- 
pointed king  of  Judea  by  Marc  Antony  B.O.  40. 

Though  cruel  and  bitter  toward  his  enemies,  he  was  a  man 
of  great  energy  and  foresight,  and  did  more  for  the  develop- 
ment of  his  country  than  any  of  his  successors.  He  was  am- 
bitious to  leave  great  monuments  of  his  power  to  posterity, 
and  to  establish  a  kingdom  equal  in  splendor  and  extent  to 
Solomon's,  but  not  on  a  religious  basis — ^using  Judaism  merely 
as  a  bond  of  union  to  hold  his  kingdom  together. 

Fond  of  ostentation  and  display,  he  was  lavish  in  tlie  distri- 
bution  of  his  means ;  courting  the  favor  of  Cffisar  by  founding 
cities  in  honor  of  his  name ;  of  the  Jews,  by  enlarging  and 
beautifying  their  temple;  and  of  the  people  in  general,  by 
building  palaces  and  public  edifices  of  every  kind,  the  remains 
of  which  are  among  the  grandest  ruins  to  be  found  in  Palestine 
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to^y.  A  m«i  of  atrong  passions,  viin,  unscmpuloufl,  and 
Belfiabi  he  hesitated  not  to  rob  the  tomb  of  David,  and  put  to 
death  all  the  Sanhedrin  who  opposed  hia  meaanrea.  He  also, 
imder  suspicions  of  intrigue^  cansed  the  death  of  his  f  ayorite 
wife  and  three  of  his  own  sons,  and  with  the  children  of  Beth- 
lehem would  have  slain  the  Saviour  of  our  world  but  for  divine 
interposition.  Beneficent,  but  brutish,  he  showed  great  con- 
tempt for  public  opinion,  treated  his  subjects  as  mere  slaves, 
and  even  planned  the  massacre  of  the  principal  men  of  his 
court  in  the  event  of  his  own  death,  that  the  whole  nation 
might  be  thrown  into  mourning.  After  reigning  over  forty 
years  he  died  a  most  terrible  death  at  Jericho,  about  two  years 
after  the  birth  of  Ohrist,  and  was  buried  in  great  pomp  in  his 
royal  tomb  at  Herodium. 

Thus  Herod  the  Oreat  passed  away  from  earth ;  his  kingdom, 
also,  has  long  since  fallen  to  pieces.  Of  all  his  public  works 
not  a  city,  fortress,  or  palace  remains  to  perpetuate  his  name. 
Scarcely  a  stone  of  his  grand  mausoleum  is  left,  and  the  jackals 
that  burrow  in  his  grave  have  long  ago  scattered  his  ashes  to 
the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  while  the  infant  Ejng  he  sought  to 
destroy  still  lives,  and  reigns,  and  shall  forever  live  and  reign, 
for  of  ^his  kiogdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 


CHAPTER  X. 

HBBBON— OATB   OF   MAGHPELAH — ^BESBrSHSBA. 

iBoient  Otty  of  Arbir— Fbdn  of  Mamre— YaOaj  of  Sihool— Oak  of  AbnluuB-i 
Orto  of  ICaohpaUli — ^Tomb  of  the  PAtriaroiia — Solemn  BefleotfaMU— Beei^ 
Sheb*— KAdeth-Bemeft— MenbalipKadeih— The  Smitten  Book. 

\J[0  city  on  earth  can  claim  snch  a  long  continnona  hiatory  aa 

i.^     Hebron ;  certainly  the  oldest  populated  city  in  Paleatiney 

if  not  in  the  world.    Before  Borne,  or  Nineveh,  or  Memphis, 

Hebron  was.    It  is  mentioned  eyen  before  Damascus,  and  on 

the  best  authority,  ^^was  bnilt  seven  years  before  Zoan  in 

Egypt,"  the  Tanis  of  the  Greeks.    Zoan  has  been  in  mins  for 

two  thousand  years,  its  very  site  is  in  dispute,  while  Hebron 

looks  as  fresh  and  thriving  as  any  modem  Oriental  city.    It  afh 

pears  also  to  have  had  a  still  more  remote  antiquity,  being 

originally  known  as  Eirjath-Arba — ^tho  ^^  City  of  Arba,"  the 

father  of  Anak,  from  whom  sprang  the  powerful  race  known 

as  giants,  who  oocapied  the  land  in  the  days  of  Joshua  and 

Caleb. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  community  existing  through 

so  many  ages,  marked  by  so  many  social,  religious,  and  political 

changes— of  a  city,  still  astir  with  life,  that  must  have  been 

standing  long  before  Joseph  was  sold  to  the  lahmaelites,  and 

before  a  verse  of  the  Bible  was  written ;  and  the  possibility  of 

identifying,  after  so  long  a  period,  the  city  where  David  was 

crowned  king  over  all  Israel,  the  valley  where  the  spies  cut 

the  great  ^^  cluster  of  grapes,"  the  plain  where  the  tent  of 

Abraham  was  pitched  when  he  entertained  the  angels,  and  the 
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▼ery  cave  of  Machpelah  where  the  aahes  of  the  patriarchf 
repose,  .seeniB  incrednlous.  And  jet,  all  these  places,  so 
fraught  with  interest,  are  still  here,  and  may  be  visited  any  day. 

Hebron  is  beautifully  situated  in  the  Valley  of  Eshool,  among 
oliye  groves  and  vineyards,  and  near  the  summit  of  the  high- 
est ranges  of  the  Judean  Mountains.  This  fruitful  valley  is 
still  noted  for  its  fine  grapes,  single  ^^ clusters"  of  which  may 
still  be  found  here  that  would  require  two  men  to  carry. 

The  present  name  of  the  city  was  probably  given  in  com- 
pliment to  Abraham,  the  Arabic  meaning  of  Hebron  being  the 
City  of  the  "  Friend  of  God,"  Abraham  having  settled  here 
soon  after  parting  with  his  nephew,  Lot,  on  their  return  from 
Egypt.  Here  he  abode  for  many  years,  here  Isaac  also  lived, 
and  here  Sarah  died. 

The  associations  of  the  place  were  enough  to  inspire  the 
heart  of  the  venerable  Caleb  with  courage ;  and  it  is  no  wondery 
that  he,  after  the  conquest  of  the  country,  when  tendered  the 
first  choice  of  the  whole  land,  selected  this,  the  roughest  por^ 
tion,  as  an  inheritance  for  himself  and  family. 

About  one  mile  up  the  Valley  of  Eshcol,  north  of  Hebron, 
and  the  only  point  in  the  neighborhood  that  overlooks  the 
Valley  of  the  Dead  Sea,  or  from  which  the  smoke  of  burning 
Sodom  could  be  seen,  is  the  plain,  or  more  properly  the 
grove,  of  Mamre,  only  another  name  for  Hebron,  the  first  per- 
manent home  of  the  patriarchs  in  Canaan* 

Near  the  foundations  of  some  very  old  buildings  may  still 
be  seen  the  grand  old  "  Oak  of  Abraham ;"  not  a  terebinth,  but 
a  sturdy,  evergreen  oak,  with  broad-spreading  branches ;  a  beau- 
tiful symbol  of  the  patriarch  whose  name  it  bears,  and  whose 
spotless  life,  after  the  lapse  of  ages,  is  still  fresh  and  green  in 
the  memory  of  the  Church.     The  tree  will  girt  over  twenty 
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feet,  is  very  iducIi  like  the  oaks  ©ii  Cannel  and  in  the  forests 
of  Bashan,  and  if  not  the  identical  one  under  which  tlie  Jews 
were  sold  by  their  Koman  conquerors  after  the  fall  of  Bether, 
it  certainly  marks  the  spot,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the  famous 
grove  in  which  Abraliain  and  Sarah  pitched  their  tent  nearly 
four  thousand  years  ago. 


Bnt  the  point  of  greatest  interest  about  Hebron  is  the  Field 
and  Cave  of  Machpelah,  purchased  by  Abraham  from  "  Ephron 
the  Hittite "  as  a  place  of  sepulture  for  himself  and  family. 
There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  in  reference  to  the  locality 
of  this  tomb;  all  Tiistory  and  tradition  tix  it  exactly  where 
pointed  out,  within  the  walls  of  the  great  mosque,  which  the 
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MohammedanB  guard  with  religious  jealotiBj  as  one  of  their 
four  holy  places,  and  is  known  among  them  as  the  Haram,  and 
Castle  of  Abraham.  The  name  Machpelah  wonld  indicate 
a  double  cave,  and  we  were  told  by  the  sheik  of  the  mosque — a 
personal  friend  on  whose  word  we  conld  rely — ^that  under  the 
elevated  platform  of  the  Haram  there  are  two  large  natural 
grottoes,  one  above  the  other;  that  the  patriarchs  and  their 
wives  were  buried  in  the  lower  one,  and  that  the  upper  one 
is  also  full  of  human  bones,  which  is  more  than  probable,  as  it 
was  the  custom  of  the  old  Israelites  to  gather  the  bones  of 
their  forefathers  from  all  parts  of  the  land  and  deposit  them  in 
or  near  this  mausoleum  of  their  great  ancestor. 

The  walls  inclosing  this  sacred  spot  tower  above  every  thing 
eke,  and  are  the  most  conspicuous  objects  in  the  city.  They 
are  about  seven  hundred  feet  in  circuit,  ornamented  with  pilas- 
ters without  capitals,  and  of  great  strength ;  agreeing  in  every 
respect  with  the  description  given  by  Josephus,  and  are  evi- 
dently of  Jewish  or  PhoBnidan  workmanship.  Jewish  tradition 
attributes  them  to  David,  which  is  very  possible,  as  this  was 
his  royal  dty  and  the  capital  of  Judah,  down  to  the  capture  of 
the  ^  Oastle  of  Zion  "  from  the  Jebusites. 

The  mosque,  which  stands  at  the  southern  end  of  this  in- 
dosure,  appears  to  have  been  built  for  a  Ohristian  diurdi 
during  the  Justinian  age,  and  beyond  doubt  covers  the  tomb 
which  contains  all  that  remains  on  earth  of  the  diosen  progeni- 
tors of  the  nation,  through  whom,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  came 
the  Messiah  of  our  world.  Ghristians  are  not  admitted  into  the 
cave — scarcely  allowed  to  touch  the  outer  wall — and  the  Mo- 
hammedans, owing  to  their  great  reverence  for  the  dead,  con- 
neeted  with  the  superstitious  dread  of  the  place,  sddom  or 
never  enter  it;  many  entertaining  the  idea  that  whoever 
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attempts  to  intrade  will  be  instantlj  stmck  with  blindnesB  or 
death. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  embahned  body  of  Jacob  is 
•tiU  here  most  for  the  present  remain  unsettled,  as  we  hare 
no  reliable  account  of  any  one  ever  going  beyond  the  entrance 
to  the  cave,  and  no  one  is  likely  to  do  so  soon,  as  the  door 
leading  to  it  is  now  securely  closed.  The  Prince  of  Wales  and 
a  few  others,  have  been  admitted  into  the  mosque,  but  no 
further.  The  six  cenotaphs  here  seen  are  nothing  more  than 
oofibi-shaped  shrines  representing  the  real  tombs  that  are  in  the 
grotto  below.  The  first  you  come  to  on  entering  the  mosque, 
in  a  little  chapel  to  the  right,  cased  with  marble  and  closed 
with  silver  gates,  is  the  shrine  of  Abraham ;  and  directly  oppo- 
site, to  the  left,  Sarah's,  in  a  similar  chapel,  both  coTered  with 
green  velvet  drapeiy  embroidered  with  gold.  Two  other 
ehapels,  near  the  center  of  the  mosque,  contain  memorials  of 
Isaac  and  Bebekah.  The  shrines  of  Jacob  and  Leah  are  in  a 
cloister  opposite  the  entrance,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  court 
A  small  hole  in  the  marble  floor  near  the  shrine  of  Abraham, 
through  which  a  lamp  is  suspended  said  to  be  kept  constantly 
burning,  is  the  only  opening  to  the  cavern  below;  and  as 
you  peer  down  into  the  darkness  thousands  of  prayers  written 
on  little  slips  of  paper,  may  be  seen  lying  around  thrown 
through  this  hole,  under  the  superstitious  belief  that  all  prayers 
offered  here  will  be  surely  answered.  In  the  floor  at  the  other 
end  of  the  mosque,  to  the  right  of  the  nave,  is  a  marble  trap> 
door,  large  enough  to  admit  a  man,  and  apparently  leading  to 
the  cave  below.  This  door  is  now  closed  with  iron  damps, 
and  concealed  with  Persian  rugs.  The  probability  is  a  stair- 
case leads  from  here  down  to  the  tombs,  but  is  no  longer  used. 
All  the  natural  features  of  this  locality,  together  with  the 
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Modem  tnditioiiB  concerning  these  fihrines,  and  the  religioiiB 
awe  with  which  they  approach  them,  agree  remarkably  with 
the  biblical  narratiye^  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  deyont 
mind  to  contemplate  the  events  that  haye  transpired  herOi 
without  feeling  the  force  and  truth  of  the  Psalmist's  declara- 
tion, ^'Surely  the  righteous  shall  be  in  eyerlasting  remem- 
brance.'' 

As  we  sat  in  the  groye  near  the  city,  under  the  shade  of  an 
oliye-tree,  absorbed  in  meditation,  what  recollections  of  the 
past  were  awakened.  There  wbb  Mamre,  the  f  ayorite  camping- 
ground  of  the  patriarchs,  where  the  Chaldean  shepherd  sat 
in  the  door  of  his  tent  and  served  his  hasty  meal  in  the  cooling 
shade  to  the  angels  who  honored  him  with  their  visit.  Down 
the  valley  yonder  winds  the  path  along  which  Joseph,  the 
Hebrew,  must  have  traveled,  after  being  sold  by  his  brethren 
to  the  Midianites.  And  down  the  same  Valley  of  Eshcol  Jacob 
also,  in  after  years,  must  have  journeyed  on  his  way  to  Egypt, 
to  see  his  long-lost  son.  Here,  too,  by  the  road-side,  is  an 
ancient  pool,  looking  old  enough  to  be  the  same  over  which 
David  caused  the  murderers  of  Ish-bosheth  to  be  hung.  And 
just  beyond  the  pool  on  the  hill-side  facing  the  west,  is  ^  the 
Field  of  Ephron,"  and  Cave  of  Machpelah,  probably  the  only 
piece  of  ground  Abraham  ever  owned  in  fee,  purchased  as 
a  family  tomb  on  the  occasion  of  Sarah's  death,  she  being  the 
first  to  occupy  it;  then  Abraham  himself  was  buried  there, 
his  sons  Isaac  and  Ishmael  performing  the  ceremony.  Kext,  in 
a  good  old  age,  Isaac  was  gathered  unto  his  people,  and  buried 
there  with  his  parents ;  and  after  him  Bebekah  and  Leah  were 
laid  in  the  shades  of  this  same  tomb.  The  last  solenm  service 
of  this  character  performed  here  excelled  all  others  in  magni- 
tude and  pomp.    Jacob  had  gone  down  to  Egypt  and  become 
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the  father  of  a  numerooB  familj.  Joseph  was  nezt  to  Pharaoh 
in  position,  and  when  his  father  died  there  was  great  lamenta- 
tion, the  highest  honors  were  paid  Israe],  hie  body  was  em- 
babned,  and  with  all  the  pageantrj^  of  royalty,  attended  bj  horee- 
men,  chariote,  and  a  great  multitude  of  mourners,  they  brought 
his  remains  up  to  Hebron,  and  laid  him  with  his  kindred 
in  the  cave  of  Machpelah,  where  possibly  his  body  may  yet  be 


found  undisturbed  and  uneomipted.  What  a  find  that  would 
be !  One  has  strange  feelings  standing  by  the  grave  of  such 
men  as  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob ;  men  who  lived  so  many 
ages  ago ;  men  who  communed  face  to  face  with  Jehovah,  and 
through  whom  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  to  be  blessed. 

Twenty  miles  south  of  Hebron,  on  the  undulating  plain  of 
rich  pasture  lands  lying  between  the  hill  country  of  Judea  and 
the  Desert,  is  Beer-sheba,  one  of  the  old  landmarks  defining 
the  southern  boundary  of  Palestine. 

Abraham  removed  here  from  Hebron  soon  after  the  deetruo- 
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tion  of  the  cities  of  the  plain.  It  was  here  he  *'  planted  a  grove/' 
and  dug  the  celebrated  well  that  still  bears  his  name.  This  weD 
is  oyer  twelve  feet  in  diameter  and  not  less  than  fifty  feet  deep, 
mostly  hewn  ont  of  the  solid  rock,  with  many  deep  grooves  in 
its  coping,  worn  by  the  friction  of  the  ropes  in  drawing  water 
throngh  so  numy  centuries.  There  are  other  wells  and  cisterns 
in  the  vicinity,  but  the  two  principal  ones,  supposed  to  be  the 
same  dug  by  Abraham  and  Isaac,  are  still  in  good  condition, 
containing  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  abiding  witnesses  to 
the  eventful  lives  of  these  two  illustrious  men. 

This  is  still  a  nomadic  country,  just  what  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Abraham,  and  the  wandering  Arabs  may  stiU  be  seen  water- 
ing their  flocks  and  herds  out  of  the  old  stone  troughs  that 
stand  around  these  ancient  weUs,  antique  enough  in  appearance 
to  have  been  used  by  the  patriarchs  themselves. 

Abraham  was  living  here  during  that  severe  trial  of  his  faith 
when  called  upon  to  render  his  only  son  as  a  burnt-offering 
unto  the  Lord.  Whether  this  was  the  birthplace  of  Isaac  or 
not,  we  know  it  was  here  he  married  his  beautiful  Bebekah, 
and  here  Jacob  and  Esau  were  bom.  This,  also,  is  the  scene  of 
the  final  expulsion  of  Hagar  and  her  son.  And  the  history  of 
this  woman,  which  still  lives  in  the  traditions  of  the  country, 
is  another  illustration  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Scriptures. 
Ishmael,  her  discarded  son,  has  become  '^  a  great  nation."  His 
descendants  are  wild  men  still,  "  their  hand  against  every  man, 
and  every  man's  hand  against  them,"  dwelling  in  the  presence 
of  their  brethren,  "yet  repelling  every  effort  to  civilize  them.'' 

Whether  Kadesh-Bamea,  the  camping  ground  of  the  Israel- 
ites on  the  borders  of  Canaan,  was  the  name  of  a  place  or  dis- 
trict has  not  been  determined,  neither  has  its  locality  been 
satisfactorily  established.    There  is  a  fountain  in  Wady  Jeib, 
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two  days'  jonmej  south-east  of  Beer-sheba,  within  the  bordera 
of  Edom,  that  meets  all  the  requiremeiite  of  the  site,  and  more 
than  likely  marks  the  scene  of  Israers  rebellion  and  great 
provocation  when  the  spies  brought  back  their  unfavorable 
report  of  the  land. 

This,  also,  wonld  be  Meribah-Kadesh,  and  these  ranning 
brooks,  "the  waters  of  Meribah,"  where  Miriam,  the  sister  of 
Moses,  died,  and  where  the  ofEense  was  committed  which  ex- 
cluded the  great  prophet  and  lawgiver  from  the  Promised 
Land.  In  one  place  the  waters  issue  from  a  cleft  of  the  rock, 
appropriately  symbolizing  the  Rock  smitten  on  Calvary,  ponr- 
ing  oat  his  life-blood  for  a  famishing  world. 


CHAPTER  XL 

THB  LAND  OF  THE  PHILI8TINB8. 

An  Iztinct  Raoe— Early  Settlers  Ouiaaiiitee— Her  Royal  dtief— Site  of  G•ti^ 
Gaia,  Aakelon,  Ekron,  Aahdod — ^Fulfillment  of  Plropheoj — Scene  of  Samaon'i 
Kxploite  Slaughter  of  the  Philiatinee— Pulla  Down  the  House  of  Dagon— 
Our  Adyentores  in  this  Land. 

THE  decay  of  cities  and  nationfi  seems  as  inevitable  as  the 
decay  of  individuals  and  families.  Traveling  throngh  the 
East  you  every-where  meet  with  the  vestiges  of  an  earlier  civil- 
ization,  in  broken  columns,  pieces  of  sculpture,  beautiful  tombs, 
and  the  remains  of  once  populous  cities  now  entirely  deserted 
and  silent  as  the  grave. 

We  were  never  more  forcibly  impressed  with  the  instability 
of  every  thing  worldly  than  during  a  late  visit  to  ^^  the  land  of 
the  Philistines,"  which  includes  the  great  maritime  plain  lying 
between  the  Judean  hills  and  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  extend- 
ing from  Oarmel  on  the  north  to  ^^the  borders  of  Egypt "  on 
thesoutL 

This  country,  generally  known  as  the  Plain  of  Philistia,  in 
natural  fertility  is  unsurpassed ;  but  the  powerful  nation  that 
once  occupied  it  has  long  since  become  extinct 

The  early  settlers  of  Philistia,  as  the  name  importSi  were 
strangers  or  foreigners,  whose  origin  is  involved  in  much  ob- 
scurity. When  Abraham  first  pitched  his  tent  in  the  ^soath 
country,"  he  found  the  Philistines  there.  Some  suppose  they 
were  of  the  Bephaam  stock  or  family  of  giants  from  east  of 


the  Jordan,  but  from  the  Mosaic  genealogy  it  appears  moro 
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probable  they  came  from  Egypt,  and  were  the  descendants  of 
Canaan,  the  fourth  son  of  Ham.  Hence,  to  distinguish  them 
from  the  Amorites,  or  those  living  in  the  Hill  Country,  they 
were  called  Canaanites,  or  dwellers  in  the  Lowlands — ^a  name 
that  was  afterward  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Palestine. 
The  country,  however,  did  not  derive  its  name  from  its  natural 
features,  but  from  Canaan,  the  progenitor  of  the  people  who 
first  settled  the  Shefdah^  or  low  district  along  the  coast,  and 
have  stamped  their  ancestor's  name  on  the  entire  land. 

The  Hyksos^  or  shepherds  expelled  from  Egypt,  are  also  sup- 
posed to  have  emigrated  here  at  a  later  period. 

Though  the  Philistines  by  descent  were  Hamites,  their  lan- 
guage seems  to  have  been  Semitic,  as  the  patriarchs,  without 
an  interpreter,  appear  to  have  had  no  difiSculty  in  communi- 
cating with  them  as  with  the  Egyptians ;  and  all  the  names  and 
other  traces  of  the  language  thus  far  discovered,  prove  it  to 
have  been  identical  with  the  Hebrew.  The  only  explanation 
of  which  is,  that  probably  a  portion  of  the  country  was  first 
occupied  by  the  descendants  of  Shem,  and  that  the  Canaan- 
ites, when  they  settled  in  the  land,  adopted  the  common  lan- 
guage of  the  country :  or  the  two  families  may  have  retained  a 
knowledge  of  the  original  language,  which  was  substantially 
the  same  as  the  Hebrew  and  Phoenician. 

The  Philistines  were  a  taU,  well-proportioned,  warlike  peo- 
ple, hving  in  well-built  cities,  going  to  war  in  "chariots  of 
iron,"  armed  with  helmets,  shields,  swords,  and  other  weapons 
of  artistic  workmanship,  when  "there  was  not  a  smith  in  all 
the  land  of  Israel ; "  *  and  were  always  a  great  scourge  to  the 
Israelites,  invading  and  spoiling  their  territory  at  pleasure. 

Pliilistia  was  within  the  bounds  of  the  IVoniiscd  Land,  and 

^  1  Saiiiiu'l  liii,  IV. 
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after  the  conqaest  properly  belonged  to  Judah  and  Dan,  but 
the  Hebrews,  except  for  short  intervals,  were  never  able  to  hold 
it.  Oocnpjing  a  country  uneqnaled  in  its  productiveness,  and 
being  situated  on  the  direct  route  between  Asia  and  Africa, 
their  opulent  cities  became  a  coveted  prize  to  ambitious  mon- 
archs,  and  their  rich  plains  the  great  battle-field  of  contesting 
armies.  The  Assyrians,  in  their  invasions  of  Egypt,  had  to 
traverse  this  territory.  Alexander  the  Oreat,  after  taking  Gaza 
by  storm  and  putting  its  inhabitants  to  the  sword,  devastated 
the  whole  land.  During  the  Egyptian,  Syrian,  and  Jewish  war% 
the  country  was  frequently  overrun  by  hostile  armies,  until  the 
nation  fell  under  Eoman  rule  and  was  despoiled  by  the  Cffisars 
forever  of  its  glory.  Since  then  the  Philistines  have  had  no 
national  existence,  but  have  gradually  become  absorbed  by  the 
Bedouin  tribes  of  the  Desert  on  their  south,  imtil  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  highly-dvilizod  nations  of  Asia  has  been 
blotted  out  entirely  from  the  earth. 

The  government  of  Fhilistia  appears  to  have  been  a  federal 
union  composed  of  five  districts  or  provinces,  in  each  of  wliich 
there  was  a  royal  dty  ruled  by  a  powerful  lord  or  chief,  of 
whom  the  lord  of  Gath  was.  king.  From  these  fortified  cities 
they  made  frequent  incursions  into  the  land  of  Israel,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  David's  successful  encounter  with  their  champion^ 
Goliath,  and  the  utter  defeat  of  their  army  by  Abner,  that  they 
were  finally  subdued  and  became  tributary  to  Israel.  The  names 
of  all  these  cities  except  Gath  have  been  preserved,  and  the 
site  of  that  place  is  now  tolerably  well  established  at  Tell  es 
Safieh,  a  conical  hill  rising  perhaps  two  hundred  feet  above 
the  surrounding  plain,  and  commanding  a  view  of  all  the  other 
royal  cities.  The  site  is  about  ten  miles  east  of  Ashdod,  be- 
tween Shoco  and  Ekron,  and  agrees  exactly  with  the  locality  as 
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giyen  by  EuBebins.  Some  ancient  cisterns  and  rock-cut  tombs, 
together  with  the  remains  of  some  old  fortifications  on  the 
summit,  and  many  fragments  of  columns,  some  with  capitals 
richly  carved,  show  that  it  was  a  place  of  considerable  impoiv 
tance,  and  in  all  probability  is  the  native  city  of  Ooliath, 
where  David  found  an  asylum  when  driven  by  Saul  from  his 
own  people. 

Ghkza  was  situated  near  the  sea  on  the  southern  border  of 
Philistia.  It  is  mentioned  among  the  first  cities  built  after  the 
flood,  and  was  the  stronghold  of  the  Anakim — a  race  of  power- 
ful men  who  dwelt  there  before  Joshua  conquered  the  country. 
That  it  was  a  place  of  great  strength  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  Alexander,  after  the  fall  of  Tyre,  only  succeeded  in 
taking  it  after  a  five  months'  siege. 

The  modern  city  contains  a  population  of  sixteen  thousand, 
and  appears  to  be  built  on  a  low,  natural  ridge,  which,  however, 
IB  nothing  mose  than  the  accumulated  rubbish  of  successive 
cities  on  the  same  spot,  literally  a  mountain  of  rubbish — ^broken 
pillars  and  walls  of  massive  masonry  cropping  out  of  the  sand 
evcry-where.  The  great  mosque,  with  its  tall  minaret,  that 
crowns  the  hill,  is  the  most  interesting  building  in  the  place : 
originally  a  pagan  temple,  afterward  a  Jewish  synagogue,  then 
a  Christian  church,  and  now  dedicated  to  Islamism.  Cut  in 
bass-relief  on  one  of  the  ancient  marble  columns  in  this  mosque 
is  a  beautiful  representation  of  the  seven-branched  golden  can- 
dlestick, with  the  sacrificial  knife  hanging  from  one  of  the 
branches. 

The  houses  here,  as  in  the  East  generally,  are  built  of  stone, 
with  flat  roofs  called  terraces,  on  which  the  inmates  sleep,  eat^ 
and  promenade  during  the  simimcr,  and  where  all  entertain* 
ments  are  given.     The  house-top  of  an  ordinary  dwelling  will 
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hold  conveniently  live  hundred  persons,  and  there  are  cliurches 
and  mosques  in  Palestine  on  the  roofe  of  which  yon  could  stand 
from  two  to  five  thousand  people.  These  terraces  are  sup- 
ported by  arches  or  pillars,  and  often  so  constructed  that  the 
removal  of  a  single  column  would  cause  the  whole  house  to 
topple  over,  there  being  nothing  to  bind  the  building  together 
after  the  suppoi-ts  are  removed.  So  we  can  clearly  see  how 
Samson  pulled  down  the  temple  of  Dagon,  and  can  easily 
account  for  the  great  loss  of  life  on  that  occasion. 


Askelon,,  ten  miles  north  of  Gaza,  was  the  sea-port  of  Pliilis- 
tia.  Nothing,  however,  remains  of  this  royal  city  but  portions 
of  the  ma  »ive  walls  and  niins— vast  heaps  of  ruins  greater  than 
Baalbec,  or  any  other  ruins  in  Syria;  not  a  hon.se,  palace,  or 
building  of  any  tind  standing — all  desolation,  and  quiet  as  the 
grave ;  the  sands  of  the  desert  rapidly  entombing  the  famous 
city  of  the  Syrian  Venus. 

Ekron,  celebrated  fur  tlie  worship  of  BeelzPljub,  stood  in  the 
center  of  the  plain  north  of  the  beautiful  Valley  of  the  Sur4r, 
the  ancient  Sorek,  whei'e  Samson  wjis  betmyed  by  the  infamous 
Delilah.  The  place  at  present  consists  of  a  few  mud  huts — 
filthy,  ]n)or,  wretdied,  not  a  vestige  of  royalty  left.     A  large 
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deep  weU  and  some  fragments  of  broken  columns  are  abont  all 
that  is  loft  of  this  once  royal  city. 

Midway  between  here  and  Askelon,  on  a  low,  roimded  hiU 
overlooking  the  sea,  is  the  site  of  ancient  Ashdod,  another  of 
the  royal  cities,  and  where  Dagon  fell  down  before  the  ark  of 
the  Lord.  A  few  scnlptnred  stones  and  mud  hoYcls,  surrounded 
by  the  richest  farming  lands,  and  in  the  midst  of  beautiful 
groves  of  olives,  figs,  and  pomegranates,  mark  the  site  of  the 
renowned  city  that  withstood  for  twenty-nine  years  the  whole 
power  of  Egypt — ^the  longest  siege  on  record. 

When  we  consider  the  present  desolate  condition  of  these 
dties,  how  forcibly  wo  are  reminded  of  the  prophecy  concern- 
ing  them :  ^^  Gaza  shall  be  forsaken,  and  Askelon  a  desolation ; 
they  shall  drive  out  Ashdod  at  the  noonday,  and  Ekron  shall 
be  rooted  up.  Woe  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  sea-coast — ^the 
land  of  the  Philistines;  I  will  even  destroy  thee,  that  there 
shall  be  no  inhabitant"  * 

On  a  high  conical  hill  overlooking  the  whole  plain  of  Philis- 
tia,  and  about  three  miles  north  of  Bothshemesh,  is  the  Arab 
village  of  Surah,  the  Zorah  of  the  Bible,  where  Samrx>n,  the 
son  of  Manoah,  was  bom.'  A  welly  or  tomb,  of  some  unknown 
person,  inclosing  a  beautiful  palm-tree,  crowns  the  hill-top,  and 
a  very  ancient  square  well  in  the  valley  a  little  north  of  the 
village,  round  which  some  ruins  may  still  be  seen,  mark  the 
early  home  of  Israelis  famous  judge ;  and  without  doubt,  on 
some  one  of  the  many  rocks  that  here  crop  out  of  the  hfllnddei 
Manoah  the  Danite  was  offering  his  sacrifice  when  *'  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  ascended  in  the  flame  of  the  altar  toward  heaven.''  * 

In  stature  Samson  probably  was  no  larger  than  ot^^er  men 
of  his  tribe,  but,  being  raised  up  for  the  deliverance  of  liis  peo- 

1  Zephuiiah  U,  4.  *  Judges  xiii,  2.  *  Judges  yAli,  20. 
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pie,  who  for  forty  years  Iiad  been  oppressed  by  the  PhilistmeSi 
the  Lord  at  times  endowed  him  with  miracnlons  strength^  as  he 
did  Solomon  in  after  years  with  divine  wisdom.  And  thongh 
'^his  strength"  is  said  to  have  gone  ^^from  him"  when  shorn 
of  his  locksy  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  his  power  was  in  his 
hair,  but,  having  now  broken  his  vow  as  a  Nazarite,  he  lost  the 
favor  of  God. 

Samson^s  first  exploit  was  when  he  tore  to  pieces  the  yonng 
lion  that  roared  against  him  on  his  way  to  Timnath,  where  he 
married  his  first  wife — a  village  of  the  Philistines,  now  in 
minSy  about  five  miles,  to  the  sonth-west  of  Zorah.  It  was  here, 
during  his  wedding  festival,  that  he  propounded  his  well-known 
riddle.'  And  on  the  extensive  plain  to  the  west  of  this  are 
the  cornfields  of  the  Philistines  he  destroyed  with  his  foze^ 
or,  more  pro{)erly,  jackals.  The  jackals  of  Syria  very  muck 
resemble  the  American  red  fox,  and  are  still  found  in  great 
numbers  in  this  section ;  and  it  would  be  no  very  difficult  mat- 
ter at  the  present  day  to  catch,  or  secure  in  some  other  way, 
three  or  four  hundred,  and  turn  them  loose  among  the  standing 
barley  and  wheat  with  the  same  effect. 

Near  this,  also,  is  the  hill  of  Lehi,  the  jaw-bone,  so-called 
from  its  peculiar  shape,  where  Samson  with  the  jaw-bone  of 
an  ass  slew  a  thousand  of  his  enemies.  It  is  a  barren,  roc^ 
ridge,  in  shape  resembling  a  jaw-bone,  about  midway  between 
Jarmuth  and  Timnath,  and,  what  is  singular,  it  is  still  called  by 
the  natives  Kheishtbi,  which  signifies  nose,  or  oheek-bone.  And 
the  traditional  fountain  that  sprung,  not  from  the  jaw-bone  with 
which  Samson  slew  the  Philistines,  but  from  the  hill  of  Lehi, 
is  still  pointed  out  in  a  cleft  of  this  rocky  ridge.* 

After  many  other  adventures,  showing  his  moral  weakness  in 

>  JvdgM  ziT,  14.  *  Judges  zv,  14-19. 
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strange  contrast  with  his  physical  prowess,  and,  after  judging 
Israel  twenty  years,  Samson,  through  the  intrigue  of  an  infa- 
mous woman,  was  captured  by  the  Philistines,  who,  after  putting 
out  his  eyes  and  binding  him  with  fetters  of  brass,  took  him 
down  to  Oaza,  whose  gates  he  before  had  carried  away,  where, 
in  his  blindness  and  humiliation,  he  was  compelled  to  grind  at 
the  prison  mill,  and  make  sport  for  his  enemies.  An  oppor- 
tunity was  finally  given  him  to  prove  once  more  his  strength, 
and  avenge  his  wrongs.  ^^  All  the  lords  of  the  Philistines,"  and 
thousands  of  men  and  women,  were  assembled  at  Gaza  to  offer 
sacrifices  unto  Dagon,  their  god.  There  was  great  rejoicing  on 
account  of  the  capture  of  Samson,  and  all  were  anxious  to  see 
the  wonderful  man  who  so  long  had  been  such  a  terror  to  their 
nation.  Samson  was  brought  forth  from  his  prison  to  amuse 
the  ni  altitude,  and,  taking  hold  of  the  two  middle  piUars  that 
supported  the  temple,  *'  bowed  himself  with  all  his  might ;  and 
the  house  fell  npon  the  lords,  and  upon  all  the  people  that  were 
therein,  so  the  dca<l  which  he  slew  at  his  death  were  more  than 
they  which  ho  slew  in  his  life.  Then  his  brethren  and  all 
the  house  of  his  father  came  down,  and  took  him  and  brought 
him  up,  and  buried  him  between  Zorah  and  Eshtaol,  in  the 
burying-place  of  Manoah  his  father."  * 

And  what  at  least  is  very  curious,  during  the  last  summer 
there  was  found  in  an  old  rock-hqwu  tomb  near  2^rah  a  large 
tcrrarcotta  cofiin  covered  with  sheet-lead  one  third  of  an  inch 
thick,  on  which  there  was  an  inscription  of  several  lines  in  old 
Hebrew,  containing  what  a|)|)eared  to  be  the  name  of  Samson, 
and  something  more  we  could  not  make  ont  owin^  to  the  cor- 
roded state  of  the  lead.  Could  this  be  the  tomb  of  Manoah^s 
son  ?    Nothing  was  found  in  the  casket  but  dunt  and  ashes. 

>  Judges  iTi,  so,  81. 
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After  a  visit  of  tinnsnal  interest  to  the  scenes  of  Samson's 
exploits  we  started  for  Shoco,  down  the  valley  of  Elah,  passing 
the  scene  of  David's  encounter  with  Ooliath,  expecting  to  find 
onr  tents  at  Ghith.  Night  overtook  us  at  Azekah,  where  Joshua 
slew  the  five  kings  of  the  Amorites.  .StiU  we  pressed  on  over 
the  rich,  undulating  plain,  startled  occasionally  by  the  bark  of 
the  jackal,  and  doleful  shriek  of  "  the  night  monster."  After 
two  hours'  hard  riding,  seeing  light  ahead,  we  were  greatly  de- 
lighted, thinking,  of  course,  it  was  our  camp  fire,  but  soon  dis- 
covered the  mistake,  and  found,  much  to  our  dismay,  that  we 
were  riding  into  a  den  of  Bedouin  robbers.  Quietly  withdraw- 
ing, we  resumed  our  lonely  journey,  and  about  nine  o'clock 
reached  Gath,  but,  to  our  great  disappointment,  our  tents  were 
not  there ;  so,  hungry  and  tired,  we  rode  into  the  once  royal 
city  of  the  Philistines.  At  first  we  found  difficulty  in  getting 
into  any  house,  and  had  about  concluded  to  spend  the  night  in 
the  streets,  when  a  soldier  from  Jerusalem,  recognizing  me,  took 
US  into  the  best  house  in  the  place ;  nothing  more,  however, 
tlian  a  mud  hovel,  walls,  fioor,  roof,  all  mud,  without  windows 
or  ventilation  of  any  kind.  After  partaking  of  some  eggs  and 
Arab  bread  we  were  shown  to  our  quarters  for  the  night;  but 
O,  such  quarters  1  It  was  a  large  room  with  a  raised  platform 
at  one  end,  on  the  earthen  fioor  of  which  we  were  to  sleep  with- 
out bed  or  covering.  Taking  our  saddles  for  pillows,  with  the 
horses,  mules,  and  donkeys  all  in  the  same  room,  we  stretched 
ourselves  out  on  the  fioor,  hoping  to  find  some  rest ;  but,  ^'  tell  it 
not  in  Oath,"  no  sooner  had  we  lain  down  than  myriads  of 
fleas  and  other  vermin  began  their  bloody  work,  and  though  we 
fought  them  bravely,  and  slew  our  thousands,  thousands  more 
came  to  the  attack,  until,  finally,  we  were  driven  from  our 
position,  only  too  glad  to  escape  with  our  lives 
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Plain  of  Sharoii*-Oaflarea — ^Athlit — Grand  Ruins — Haifa  Oennan  OolMy— JIm«^ 
or  Ancient  Aocho^Napoleon*B  First  Kepulse — Pasha  El  Jesw^— Tjrre  and 
Sidon — niram*8  Tomb— Interascaog  DiM*<»ver?. 

BOBDERING  Philistia  on  the  uorth  is  the  plain  of  Sharon, 
anciently  a  part  of  Philistia,  extending  from  the  sea  back 
to  the  Monntains  of  Ephndm,  about  fifteen  mileBy  and  along  the 
coast  from  Jaffa  to  Carmel,  once  the  garden  of  Palestine,  but 
now  almost  deserted,  and  seldom  visited  by  tourists.  This  is 
owing  mainly  to  the  dangerous  character  of  the  Bedouin  tribes 
that  roam  over  this  rich  plain,  and  still  claim  possession  of  the 
land.  The  distance  by  the  coast  is  about  fifty  miles,  and  along 
the  whole  route  are  to  be  found  the  ruins  of  many  cities  whose 
histories  have  been  lost  in  the  general  desolation  of  the  coun- 
try. A  few  places,  such  as  Ososarea,  Tantura,  and  AthUt,  can 
be  identified,  but  many  other  remains,  equally  grand,  are  with- 
out name  or  story. 

Among  the  most  extensive  and  picturesque  ruins  in  Syria 
are  those  at  Athlit — a  few  miles  south  of  where  Oarmel  juts  out 
into  the  sear—consisting  of  an  old  crusading  castle  and  fortress 
of  great  strength,  once  the  capital  of  Palestine,  and  known  as 
Oastellum  Perigrinorum,  or  Landing-place  of  the  Pilgrims,  be- 
ing situated  on  a  low,  rocky  point  projecting  into  the  sea,  and 
forming  a  safe  harbor  for  the  knights  of  the  cross.  The  walls 
of  the  castle  are  from  eight  to  twenty  feet  thick,  and  in  places 
are  standing  at  least  seventy-five  feet  higL    The  lower  and  outer 
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connes  are  beveled  with  bold  projectioiiB — BimQar  to  the  oldest 
in  the  temple  wall  at  Jenualem,  and  bound  together  with  leaden 
dampe  and  heading  connes  of  large  dreflsed  atone,  bo  firmly 
that  the  reatlesa  snrf  beating  for  many  centuries  upon  them, 
and  the  shoclcB  of  a  hundred  earthquakes,  have  failed  to  disturb 
them. 

The  fortress  stood  on  an  elevated  platform  of  this  massive 
masoniy,  under  which  there  were  great  subterranean  vaults — 
one  on  the  south  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  forty  feet 
wide,  and  thirty  high ;  another  on  the  east  still  larger,  used, 
perhaps,  as  store-rooms,  and  connected  by  dark,  secret  gal- 
leries  cut  through  the  rock.  There  was  a  very  fine  magazine 
near  what  appears  to  have  been  the  office  for  the  receipt  of 
customs.  It  was  about  one  hundred  feet  long,  with  groined 
ceiling  and  richly  carved  corbels  and  bosses.  When  the  place 
was  abandoned  by  the  Crusaders,  in  A.D.  1291 — after^the  ia31 
of  Acr^-rthey  left  here  written  on  the  wall  the  sarcastic  in- 
scription :  ^^  This  vault  we  filled  with  raisins ;  you  will  never 
fill  it  with  straw.** 

The  defenses  of  the  plate  show  great  military  skilL  Every 
approach  from  the  sea  was  securely  guarded  by  strong  towers 
built  in  the  water.  On  the  land  side  it  was  protected  by  a 
double  wall,  between  which  was  a  deep  moat  that  could  easily 
be  fiooded  from  the  sea.  Beyond  these  artificial  defenses,  run- 
ning  parallel  with  the  coast,  was  a  limestone  ridge,  the  face  of 
which  was  so  quarried  and  scarped  as  to  form  a  third  wall  of 
living  stone.  The  only  entrance  to  the  castle  from  the  main 
land  was  by  a  narrow  covered  way  cut  for  half  a  mile  through 
this  rocky  ridge.  '  The  deep  ruts  worn  by  the  war-chariots  may 
still  be  seen  in  the  solid  bed  of  this  road.'    At  the  eastern  end 

I  Van  de  Velde  thinks  these  rats  are  the  remains  of  a  raQroad  track. 
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of  tluB  rock-paflsage  was  a  mafisive  gate- way  flanked  bj  bastiona 
and  oommanded  by  f  orts,  all  cnt  out  of  the  solid  rock  in  the 
most  wonderful  manner.  This  portion  of  the  work  evidenUj 
belongs  to  a  period  prior  to  our  era,  and  doubtless  gave  to  the 
fortress  the  name  it  formerly  bore — Petra  Incisa — ^^  Bock-cut 
OitadeL'^  Beyond  this  natural  barrier  there  was  yet  another 
outer  wall  and  a  ditch,  which,  by  means  of  large  earthen  pipes, 
eould  be  filled  with  water  from  the  sea,  rendering  the  place 
ahnost  impregnable. 

The  origin  of  this  remarkable  ruin  is  lost  in  the  misty  past. 
Who  laid  these  massiye  foundations  will  probably  never  be 
known.  Neither  the  Bible  nor  any  ancient  historian  mentions 
the  place.  The  Greek  and  Boman  writers  are  all  silent  on  the 
subject 

We  have  no  reliable  history  of  this  ruin  beyond  the  Cru- 
«ades ;  J[>ut  from  the  character  of  portions  of  the  work,  the 
rock-hewn  tombs  in  the  vicinity,  old  coins  and  other  antiques 
found  on  the  spot,  it  must  belong  to  a  much  earlier  period, 
perhaps  the  Roman,  if  not  the  Phoenician  age.  It  certainly  is 
one  of  the  grandest  ruins  in  Palestine,  and  all  who  visit  it  will 
not  only  be  pleased  but  amazed  with  the  boldness  of  the  con- 
eeption  and  the  untiring  energy  displayed  in  erecting  this  once 
formidable  fortress  on  this  sea-girt  rock.  The  remains  of  a  well- 
paved  road  may  still  be  traced,  leading  from  Athlit  over  Car- 
mel  to  the  cities  of  Galilee. 

On  the  plain  near  Haifa,  and  under  the  shadow  of  Jebel  Mar 
ESyas,  is  the  new  German  colony,  which  promises  to  work 
great  changes  in  this  land.  It  is  a  religious  movement  for  the 
colonization  of  Palestine,  first  organized  half  a  century  ago 
at  Koenthal,  Germany,  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  J.  A.  Bengel, 
author  of  the  Gnomon  of  the  New  Testament,  and  is  now 
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under  the  presidencj  of  Heir  Christopher  HoflEinaiL  Thej 
call  themselyes  '^  The  Temple,"  their  mission  being  to  build 
up  a  spiritnal  temple  in  the  Holy  Land.  Their  first  permanent 
settlement  in  Palestine  was  effected  here  in  1868.  Since  then 
colonies  have  been  planted  at  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem,  numbering 
in  all  about  eight  hundred  souls,  representing  all  professions 
and  trades.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  naturalized  citizens 
of  the  United  States  among  them.  Thej  have  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  which  is  divided  among  the  members  for  cultiva- 
tion, thus  rendering  the  community  self-sustaining.  Their  set- 
tlement here  looks  very  much  like  a  New  England  village,  the 
streets  being  planted  with  trees  and  the  houses  set  back,  with 
flower-gardens  in  front.  They  have  a  good  hotel,  '^  Hotel  du 
Carmel,"  and  school-house ;  the  latter  being  used  also  for  public 
worship.  On  the  stone  lintel  over  the  entrance  to  their  houses 
you  wiU  generally  find  some  text  of  Scripture ;  and  morning 
and  evening  the  voice  of  praise  and  prayer  may  be  heard  in 
almost  all  their  dwellings.  All  of  their  buildings  are  con- 
structed of  a  very  light-colored  stone,  in  the  European  style, 
with  good  taste,  and  in  striking  contrast  with  the  mud  hovels 
of  the  natives. 

The  colonists  are  an  intelligent,  hard-working,  moral  people, 
and  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  native 
population.  They  are  building  roads  back  into  the  country, 
and  have  introduced  wagons,  steam-engines,  and  improved 
agricultural  and  other  implements.  They  are  running  a  line 
of  carriages  from  Haifa  to  Acre ;  also  from  Jaffa  to  Jerusalem ; 
and  last  year  they  imported  an  American  reaper  and  thresher 
— the  flrst  in  Palestine,  if  not  in  Asia. 

It  was  very  amusing  to  see  the  effect  produced  by  these 
madiines.    Mules  were  the  only  animals  that  could  be  subdued 
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and  broken  in ;  horses,  oxen,  and  camels  were  entirely  unman- 
ageable. The  peasants  seemed  even  more  frightened  than  the 
beasts;  some  would  squat  down  upon  the  ground  and  look 
with  amazement  at  the  machinery  in  motion ;  others,  trembling 
with  fear,  looked  on  from  a  distance,  as  though  Satan  was  do- 
Youring  their  crops:  The  reaper  does  the  work  in  four  hours 
of  sixty  men  in  a  whole  day.  The  natives,  however,  think  it 
possessed  of  a  devil,  because  it  leaves  nothing  for  the  gleaners, 
and  cuts  the  comers  of  the  fields,  which  the  Koran  prohibits. 
The  threshing-machine  does  the  work  of  one  hundred  oxen, 
and  does  it  much  better  and  cheaper.  The  Mohammedans  caU 
it  the  "  Christian  Thresher,"  and  think  it  a  wonderful  inven- 
tion. 

The  colonists  were  divided  at  first  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
American  and  German  machines,  aftd  to  pacify  the  parties  two 
were  ordered,  one  from  each  country ;  but  when  the  trial  as  to 
their  superiority  was  made  the  Ocrman  got  such  a  ih/raahvng 
it  has  never  run  since,  and  is  now  for  sale. 

Sweeping  close  by  the  base  of  Carmel,  on  the  north,  the 
river  Kishon  flows  into  the  bay  of  Acre,  a  large,  beautiful, 
but  not  very  secure  harbor,  owing  to  its  exposure  to  the  north- 
west storms. 

The'  famous  city  of  Accho,  or  St.  Jean  d'  Acre,  is  situated 
on  the  northern  side  of  this  bay,  and  is  strongly  fortified  with 
double  walls  and  fosse  next  the  land,  through  which  there  is 
but  a  single  portal.  Napoleon  considered  Acre  the  key  to 
Palestine,  and  his  failure  to  gain  possession  of  the  place  in 
1 799  blasted  all  his  hope  of  an  eastern  empire.  Here  he  lost 
his  prestige,  and  his  downfall  may  be  dated  from  his  repulse 
before  this  city. 

This,  the  richest  portion  of  Palestine,  fell  to  the  lot  of  Asher, 
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who  here  ^^  dipped  his  foot  in  oil,"  bnt  was  never  able  to  drive 
out  the  original  inhabitants.  The  Plains  of  Acre  and  Esdra- 
elon  are  connected  by  the  Kishon  Yallej,  and  with  the  Jordan 
Valley  by  the  Plain  of  JezreeL  If  a  railroad  should  ever  be 
built  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Persian  Qulf ,  this  will 
likely  be  the  route— crossing  the  Jordan  near  Suocoth,  thence 
up  the  Valley  of  the  Jabbok,  the  old  caravan  trail  from  the  East* 
There  is  no  mountain  to  cross  in  the  whole  distance,  and  it  fur* 
mshes  a  better  supply  of  water  and  timber  than  any  other  route. 

One  mile  south  of  Acre  the  river  Belus,  a  small  stream, 
flows  into  the  bay.  It  was  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  ac- 
cording to  Pliny,  that  glass  was  first  accidentally  discoverod ; 
which  is  yary  probable,  as,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  vitroouB 
matter  mingled  with  the  sand,  a  fire  kindled  anywhere  on  its 
shores  would  likely  produce  the  same  result. 

The  history  of  Acre  dates  back  to  the  earliest  Phoenician 
settlements  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  During  the 
Crusades  it  was  the  chief  sea-port  in  Syria,  and  head-quarters  of 
the  Enights  of  St.  John.  When  retaken  by  the  Moslems,  sixty 
thousand  Cliristians  were  either  put  to  the  sword  or  sold  into 
slavery.  Many  of  her  Pashas  have  been  monsters  of  cruelty. 
One  in  particular,  El  Jezzar,  amused  hin^self  in  torturing  his 
victims  by  putting  out  their  eyes,  or  cutting  oft  their  ears, 
tongues,  and  noses.  On  one  occasion  he  suspected  the  fidelity 
of  his  wives,  and  with  his  own  hands  put  to  death  his  whole 
harem.  Some  of  his  servants  having  offended  him,  he  caused 
them  to  be  thrown  into  a  heated  oven  alive  and  roasted. 
During  my  visit  to  this  place  1  saw  a  man  who  had  all  his 
fingers,  toes,  and  part  of  his  tongue  cut  off  by  order  of  a  former 
Pasha.  These  abuses,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  being  rapidly 
corrected  iu  Turkey. 
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The  moeque  and  tomb  of  El  Jezzar  occupy  a  portion  of  the 
garden  where  he  wantonly  mnrdered  the  beautiful,  and,  as  is 
generally  betieved,  innocent  women  of  his  harem.  The  pillars 
in  front  of  the  mosque  are  red  granite,  with  bronze  bases  and 
capitals.  A  colonnade  incloses  the  garden  on  three  sides,  all 
the  columns  of  which  are  from  older  buildings,  and  scarcely 
two  alike — ^granite,  marble,  porphyry,  of  every  size,  color,  and 
quality,  some  of  exquisite  workmanship.  The  court  is  paved 
with  the  richest  marbles ;  waving  palm-trees  shade  the  walks ; 
flowing  fountains  cool  the  air ;  cozy  arbors  with  soft  divans  in- 
vite repose,  and  the  whole,  gladdened  by  the  sweet  notes  of 
many  songsters,  and  redolent  of  the  orange,  jasmine,  and  other 
blooming  plants,  make  up  a  luxurious  pleasure-ground  such  as 
ean  be  found  only  in  Oriental  lands. 

A  few  miles  north  of  Acre  the  spurs  of  Lebanon  crowd  into 
the  sea,  forming  the  ^'  Ladder  of  Tyre,"  a  very  narrow,  diffi- 
cult pass,  beyond  which  the  Israelites  were  never  able  to  extend 
their  conquests. 

And  here  we  cross  again  the  pathway  of  our  divine  Lord, 
for  over  this  mountain  staircase  the  Saviour  of  our  world 
must  have  passed  when  he  visited  '^the  coasts  of  Tyre  and 
8idon ; "  and  it  was  here  he  gave  to  our  world  those  crumbs 
of  comfort  which  inspire  with  hope  the  despairing  soul,  and 
prove  God's  willingness  to  save,  even  where  there  is  no  promise 
of  salvation  upon  which  to  rest  a  plea  for  mercy. 

The  renowned  city  of  Tyre,  whose  king  furnished  the  skilled 
workmen  and  much  of  the  material  for  Solomon's  grand  tem- 
ple, was  situated  just  beyond  the  Scala  Tyriorum.  And  on  the 
ridge  about  three  miles  east  of  the  ancient  city,  overlooking 
the  plain  and  sea,  is  the  reputed  tomb  of  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre 

— ^historically,  the  first  Grand  Master  of  Masonry.     It  is  a 
16 
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maseive  inoimiueiit  of  pyramidal  Bbape,  fifteen  feet  long,  by 
ten  feet  wide,  and  twenty-one  feet  bigh,  composed  of  large 
blocks  of  limestone  in  perfect  asliler,  ronglily  dressed,  the  up- 
per courses  being  single  stones,  and  evidently  of  Fhooiiciaa 
workmanship, 

A  very  interesting  discovery  has  just  been  made  at  Tyre  by 
Dr.  Sepp,  of  Prussia.  In  digging  for  the  i-emaius  of  Emperor 
Frederick  Barbarossa  they  came  upon  the  ruins  of  a  magniH- 
cent  Christian  church — probably  the  cathedral  erected  by  Paul 


inns,  when  Bishop  of  Tyro,  and  for  which  Euaebius  wrote  the 
dedicatory  sermon.  The  great  Origen  and  many  of  the  fathers 
and  early  bishops  were  buried  here.  And,  what  is  very  remark- 
able, not  only  their  graves  and  bodies  were  found  with  the  re- 
covery of  this  old  church,  but  their  vestments,  jewels,  and  robes 
of  office,  in  almost  perfect  preservation.  This  discovery  is 
interesting  as  showing  the  vestments  of  the  bishops  during  the 
first  centuries  of  our  era.  One  of  these  remains  is,  doubtless, 
the  body  of  Origen.     How  strange  all  this  seems !    When  they 
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diflooTered  the  tomb  of  the  Emperor,  at  a  depth  of  eight  feet,, 
it  was  fonnd  to  be  empty,  which  explains  another  mystery,. 
On  eYaminiTig  his  wife's  tomb  a  few  years  since,  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  Spires,  Germany,  it  was  found  to  contain  two  skeletons, 
which  never  before  could  be  explained.  It  now  appears  that 
some  person,  perhaps  centuries  ago,  quietly  removed  the  bones 
of  Frederick  Barbarrossa  from  Tyre  to  Hohenstaufien,  and 
placed  them  in  the  coffin  of  his  wife. 

All  that  remains  of  this  once  strong  and  wealthy  city,  '^  whose 
merchants  were  princes,"  are  heaps  of  rubbish ;  piles  of  beauti- 
ful granite  columns,  some  of  vast  dimensions ;  substructures  of 
pagan  and  Christian  temples,  with  here  and  there  the  fislier- 
man's  hut,  who  now  spreads  his  nets  upon  the  broken  walls 
and  fallen  towers  of  Phoenicia's  once  proud  capital,  literally 
fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel,  "  Therefore  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God;  Behold,  I  am  against  thee,  O  Tyrus,  and  will 
cause  many  nations  to  come  up  against  thee,  as  the  sea  causeth 
his  waves  to  come  up.  And  tlicy  shall  destroy  the  walls  of 
Tyrus,  and  break  down  her  towers :  .  .  .  and  they  shall  lay 
thy  stones  and  thy  timber  aiid  thy  dust  in  the  midst  of  the 
water.  And  I  will  cause  the  noise  of  thy  songs  to  cease ;  and 
the  sound  of  thy  harps  shall  be  no  more  heard.  And  I  will 
make  thee  like  the  top  of  a  rock :  thou  shalt  be  a  place  to  spread 
nets  upon ;  thou  shalt  bo  built  no  more :  for  I  the  Lord  have 
spoken  it,  saith  the  Lord  Gxxi." ' 

>  Eiekiel  zzri,  S-li. 
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UaUKT  OABMEL — SCENE   OF  ELUAH's  SAOKIFIOX. 

OoiTeiit  of  Mar  SI7M— Oave  of  EliJah^Orotto  of  the  Sons  of  the  IVophetth- 
Ifnkhrakah,  or  Place  of  Sa4srifice — ^Vlew  from  the  Mountain — Priests  of  Baal 
— ^The  Lord,  he  is  God. 

THIS  noted  mountain  is  called  by  the  Arabs,  Jebel  Mar 
Eljas — ^Mountain  of  Elijah — ^as  it  was  the  favorite  resort 
of  that  prophet,  and  is  celebrated  as  the  scene  of  his  triumph 
over  the  priests  of  Baal.  Isaiah  speaks  glowingly  of  the  ^^  ex- 
cellencj  of  Carmel,"  and  Solomon,  in  complimenting  his  wife, 
uses  the  metaphor,  ^^ Thine. head  npon  thee  is  like  OarmeL"' 
As  the  name  signifies,  this  mountain,  without  doubt,  was  once 
a  ^^  fruitful  field,"  a  beautiful  park  covered  with  forest  trees, 
olive  groves,  and  vineyards,  as  numerous  old  rock-hewn  oil  and 
wine-presses  indicate;  but  she  has  long  since  been  shorn  of 
her  tresses,  the  '^  plentiful  field "  has  become  barren,  and  the 
shouting  of  her  vintage  has  ceased.  With  the  exception  oi 
here  and  there  a  cultivated  patch,  and  a  few  large  trees,  the 
mountain  is  covered  with  scrubby  oaks  and  a  dense  under- 
growth  of  brush,  the  favorite  haunt  of  wolves,  hyenas,  jackals, 
wild  boai-s,  and  other  wild  animals. 

Oarmel  is  a  ridge  about  fifteen  miles  long,  running  in  a  north- 
westerly direction  from  the  mountains  of  Samaria  to  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea,  forming  a  natural  barrier  between  the  rich  plain 
of  Acre  on  the  north  and  Sharon  to  the  south.  The  ridge  con 
tinues  to  rise  as  it  recedes  from  the  sea,  until  it  attains  its  great 

244  *  Song  of  Solomon  rii,  6. 
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eat  elevation — one  tliousand  seven  Iinndred  and  twenty-eight 
feet  near  EeHeb,  about  ten  milea  back. 

The  Convent  of  Mar  Elyas,  a  large  etone  edifice  belonging  to 
the  order  of  Carmelite  monks,  ia  beantifully  situated  on  the 
bold  promontory  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Carrael,  com- 
manding a  fine  view  of  the  Bay  of  Acre,  and  the  Lebanon 
mountains  beyond.  The  Cave  of  Elijah,  where  it  is  said  the 
prophet  concealed  himself  from  Ahalt  and  Jezebel,  is  directly 


under  the  altar  of  the  convent  chapel,  and.is  the  principal  object 
of  interest.  These  monks  claim  Elijah  as  their  founder,  and 
they,  no  doubt,  have  a  remote  ancestry.  They  are  mostly  Span- 
iards and  Italians,  and  in  general  bigoted  and  indolent,  but  man- 
age  to  raise  their  own  tobacco  and  make  their  own  wine.  We 
spent  a  few  days  with  them,  bnt  were  not  favorably  impressed 
with  monastic  life.  At  sunset  the  massive  gates  were  closed, 
and  strong  bars  and  holts  secured  every  portal  of  the  fortress- 
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like  oonyent  At  the  call  of  the  yesper  bell  all  collected  in  the 
chapel  for  eyening  prayers.  The  sanctnaiy  was  dimly  lighted, 
and  in  the  grotto  beneath  bnmed  a  glimmering  taper,  throwing 
out  light  jnst  sufficient  to  reyeal  the  form  of  the  old  prophet, 
who  is  here  represented  in  his  pecoliar  dress  as  still  occapying 
his  lonely  celL  Yespers  oyer,  the  monks  retired  to  their  rooms, 
and  during  the  watches  of  the  night  the  profound  sileiice  was 
often  broken  by  the  plaintiye  song,  suppressed  moan,  or  half- 
audible  prayer  of  some  burdened  heart  communing  alone  with 
God.  The  nights  seemed  dreadfully  long,  and  the  days  in- 
terminable. 

Life  in  such  a  place  is  entirely  too  monotonous  for  me.  We 
haye  something  more  to  do  in  this  world  than  lockpurselyes  up 
in  prison-like  conyents  to  fast  and  pray,  or,  worse,  drink  and 
smoke  our  liyes  away.  Gk>d  and  humanity,  religion  and  poli- 
tics, haye  claims  upon  us  we  dare  not  ignore.  Man  was  created 
for  an  object  He  should  liye  to  some  good  purpose ;  not  bury, 
but  improye  his  talents.  If  one  has  the  priyilege  of  thus  se- 
cluding himself  from  society,  all  haye  the  same  priyilege, 
which  would  soon  stop  all  progress,  and  terminate  ignobly  our 
race. 

Kear  the  base  of  the  promontory,  a  few  hundred  yards  north 
of  the  conyent,  and  close  by  some  ancient  dstems,  is  the  Grotto 
of  Elisha,  or  of  the  ^^  Sons  of  the  Prophets,"  a  large  caye,  fifty 
feet  long  by  twenty-fiye  wide,  and  twenty  feet  high,  where,  ac- 
cording to  tradition,  Obadiah  concealed  and  fed  the  prophets 
of  the  Lord  during  the  long  famine  in  Samaria.  There  is  a 
deep  niche  facing  the  entrance,  and  a  large  recess  on  the  east 
side,  with  seats  cut  in  the  rock  along  the  west  side  and  south 
end.  It  is  a  natural  caye  artificially  enlarged,  and  bears  the 
marks  of  great  antiquity.    Many  curious  designs  and  inscrip- 
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tionB  are  cut  on  the  wall,  some  in  old  PhoBnician  and  Greek, 
others  in  unknown  characters.  This  grotto  is  held  in  great 
veneration  by  Jews,  Ohristians,  and  Mussulmans,  and  for  some 
reason  the  Druzes  come  eveiy  year  and  sacidfice  a  lamb  at  its 
entrance.  There  are  many  other  caves  in  this  neighborhood, 
once  the  retreat  of  pious  hermits,  now  the  lair  of  wild  beasts 
and  half -naked  Arabs. 

Mukhrakah,  the  place  of  burning,  and  traditional  site  of 
Elijah's  sacrifice,  is  a  truncated  cone  not  over  one  hundred  yards 
in  diameter  on  the  top,  at  the  extreme  south-eastern  point  of  the 
Carmel  range.  It  was  probably  at  one  time  covered  with  a 
forest  of  oaks,  as  the  trunks  of  several  large  trees  are  still  stand- 
ing ;  and  it  is  just  such  an  eminence  as  the  followers  of  Baal 
would  select  for  their  worship.  Some  old  foundations,  a  large 
open  cistern,  with  many  dressed  stones  lying  roimd,  would  in- 
dicate that  some  kind  of  a  temple  had  once  crowned  its  crest. 
On  the  summit,  where  the  Tishbite's  altar  is  supposed  to  have 
stood,  the  native  rock  crops  out,  forming  a  natural  platform 
which  can  be  seen  from  almost  every  point  on  the  mountain  and 
terrace  below.  The  locality,  the  name,  and  all  the  surround- 
ings, favor  the  supposition  that  this  is  the  identical  spot  where 
it  was  demonstrated  by  fire  from  heaven  that  there  was  still  a 
€U>d  in  Israel. 

The  view  from  this  point  is  very  grand.  On  the  west  and 
south  all  the  plain  of  Sharon,  and  the  sea-coast  for  fifty  miles, 
can  be  seen ;  to  the  north  the  verdant  mountains  of  Galilee, 
with  Great  Hermon  in  the  distance,  head  and  shoulders  above 
his  fellows,  radiant  in  midsummer  with  the  snows  of  winter. 
Eastward  the  view  is  unsurpassed;  at  your  feet  flows  the 
Cishon,  where  the  priests  of  Baal  were  slaughtered,  and  beyond 
it  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon,  not  only  the  battle-field,  but 
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granary  of  Palestine,  yellow  with  its  rich  harvest  ripe  for  the 
sickle.  Tabor  rises  up  beautifully  directly  in  front  of  you^  with 
the  Jordan  vaUey  and  mountains  of  the  Hauran  in  the  back- 
ground. Next  conies  Little  Hermon  on  the  right,  with  the 
Tillages  of  Kain  and  Endor  on  her  slopes,  and  Shunem  at  her 
base.  One  can  almost  fancy  he  sees  the  prophet's  room  upon 
the  wall,  and  the  Shunammite  riding  across  the  plain  in  the  heat 
of  the  day,  to  tell  Elisha  of  her  son's  sudden  death.  Then 
comes  Gilboa,  Moimt  Gilboa,  where  Saul  and  his  three  sons  feU 
in  the  battle,  and  the  shield  of  the  mighty  was  cast  away.  On 
a  low  spur  of  the  mountain  jutting  out  into  the  plain  are  the 
ruins  of  Jezreel.  This  is  the  site  of  Naboth's  vineyard.  Here 
Ahab  built  his  ivory  palace,  and  three  successive  kings  of  Is- 
rael reigned.  Here,  also,  Joram  was  pierced  to  the  heart  by 
Jehu,  and  the  profligate  Jezebel  trodden  under  foot  and  thrown 
to  the  dogs. 

This  locality  fulfills  all  the  conditions  of  the  inspired  narra- 
tive. The  mountain  here  breaks  off  in  terraces  to  the  plain,  a 
thousand  feet  below,  and  can  easily  be  ascended  from  all  sides. 
In  a  depression  on  the  north  side,  about  one  third  down,  is  a 
copious  fountain  walled  round  with  ancient  masonry,  which 
may  have  supplied  the  water  used  on  the  occasion.  The 
Kishon  sweeps  close  by  its  eastern  base,  and  a  mound  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  called  Tell  el  Kusis — "  The  Ilill  of  the 
.  Priests" — ^is  pointed  out  as  the  spot  where  the  false  prophets 
were  slain.  What  interest  gathers  about  this  spot !  On  this 
lofty  eminence,  in  the  presence  of  all  Israel,  the  great  contro- 
versy was  settled  as  to  who  was  the  true  and  only  God.  Uow 
noble  the  conduct  of  Elijah  on  that  occasion  1  Though  he  stood 
alone,  confronted  by  eight  hundred  and  fifty  prophets  of  Baal, 
his  faith  did  not  stagger  for  a  moment.    Fearlessly  he  reproved 
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Ahab,  and  propounded  the  important  qnestion  to  the  people, 
*'  How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opinions  t "  His  proxKMition, 
to  submit  the  qnestion  to  God,  was  accepted,  and  the  test  was 
at  once  to  be  made.  The  priests  of  Baal  prepared  their  saisri- 
fice.  From  morning  till  noon,  and  from  noon  till  eyening, 
they  called  in  vain  upon  their  god,  ^^  O  Baal,  hear  ns."  Tlien 
came  the  momentons  honr  t  Elijah,  the  only  prophet  of  Jeho- 
vah left,  prepared  his  offering.  The  vast  multitude  waited,  in 
breathless  expectation,  the  result.  The  hopes  of  the  world 
centered  upon  that  rude  altar.  The  sun  was  rapidly  sinking 
beneath  the  horizon.  All  eyes  were  now  fixed  upon  Elijah. 
An  earnest  prayer  ascended  to  God«  Instantly  fire  from  heaven 
consumed  the  sacrifice.  The  people,  blinded  by  the  light, 
buried  their  faces  in  the  dust ;  then,  with  one  voice,  exclaimed, 
^'The  Lord,  he  is  the  God!    The  Lord,  he  is  the  God! "' 

The  mountain  has  ever  since  been  regarded  as  holy  ground. 
Pythagoras,  Yespasian,  and  many  others,  have  come  from  afar 
to  touch  the  '^  mount  that  burned  with  fire,"  and  the  event  is 
still  celebrated  by  an  annual  feast  on  the  20th  of  July,  which 
IB  the  great  festival  of  the  year.  We  were  present  on  one 
occasion  at  the  celebration  of  this  feast.  Thousands  were  in 
attendance  from  all  parts  of  the  country ;  some  from  as  far  as 
Damascus.  They  generally  come  in  parties  consisting  of  vil- 
lages or  families,  bringing  their  own  provision,  and  each  party 
%  lamb  or  kid  to  make  merry  with,  fattened  for  the  occasion, 
irhich  is  slaughtered  and  eaten,  not  as  a  sacrifice,  but  as  a 
memorial  feast.  There  was  no  particular  religious  ceremony 
observed,  nothing  instructive  or  inspiring,  but  eating  and 
drinking,  dancing  and  shooting,  seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the 
jay — ^more  in  keeping  with  pagan  rites  than  Ohristian  worship 

«  1  Kings  xTiii,  89. 
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All  descriptioiiB  I  have  ever  read  of  this  locality  represent 
the  altar  as  necvr^  but  not  upan^  the  smnmit,  and  the  sea  as  not 
m^ible  from  the  place  of  sacrifice,  which  are  incorrect.  The 
altar  stood  upon  the  top  of  Carmel,  in  full  view  of  all  Israel, 
and  from  this  point  the  sea  can  be  distinctly  seen. 

To  harmonize  the  locality  and  narrative :  When  Ahab,  after 
the  slaughter  of  the  priests,  returned  to  the  place  of  sacrifice, 
Elijah  must  have  gone  to  some  lower  point  on  Carmel  to 
pray  for  rain ;  probably  stopped  on  the  terrace  near  the  spring, 
from  which  a  view  of  the  Mediterranean  is  shut  out  by  a 
western  spOr  of  the  mountain;  and  his  servant  would  have 
to  "go  up"  perhaps  fifty  feet  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  sea, 
and  still  higher  to  tell  Ahab  to  "  prepare  his  chariot,"  and  get 
himself  down  before  the  great  rain  storm  broke  upon  the 
mountain.  It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  Ahab  at  this  time  was 
some  distance  above  Elijah ;  and  this  agrees  with  the  whole 
record,  from  which  it  appears  the  king  went  up  to  the  place  of 
sacrifice,  or  summit  of  Carmel,  and  the  prophet  only  to  the  ter- 
race lower  down.  One  thing  is  certain,  there  is  no  point  near 
where  the  altar  stood  from  which  the  sea  is  not  visible.  So 
the  place  of  sacrifice  could  not  have  been  the  place  of  prayer, 
or  the  servant  of  Elijah  would  have  had  no  occasion  —in  fact, 
it  would  have  been  impossible — ^to  go  up  higher  to  obtain  a 
view  of  the  sea.  And  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
prophet  would  seek  some  retired  spot  where  he  could  be  alone 
in  prayer  with  Gt)d,  and  not  return  to  the  summit  where  the 
noisy  multitude  were  feasting  and  drinMng  t 

Great  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  lone  prophet 
erected  his  altar  on  this  moimt,  but  the  identity  of  the  place 
has  never  been  questioned ;  and  though  Oarmel  may  languiish, 
the  name  of  Elijah  the  Tishbite  shall  never  die ! 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

FBOM  JEBUSALEM   TO   DAMASOU& 

Tam  life— Gibefth  of  Benjamin  — Bethel— Curious  Legend— €hiloli-^aoob*» 
Well— Sheohem—Kanieth— Sea  of  Galilee— Site  of  Capernaum— Waten 
of  Herom — ^Dan — Gsaarea  Fhilippi— OroBBing  Hennon — ^Tomb  of  Nimrod — 
Damaseoa. 

WITH  good  tents,  homes  and  dragoman,  there  is  now  no 
difficulty  in  traveling  from  one  end  of  Palestine  to  the 
other,  and,  with  the  Bible  as  a  guide-book,  locate  nearly  every 
place  of  religions  interest.  And  there  is  something  fascinating, 
ahnost  inspiring,  in  such  a  trip ;  the  dews  of  night  are  cooling 
and  refreshing ;  the  atmosphere  dear  and  exhilarating ;  every 
hill  and  dale  and  plain  in  the  spring-time,  covered  with  wild 
flowers ;  and  the  mind  is  kept  constantly  excited  by  the  sacred 
and  historic  memories  awakened  by  every  tree  and  rock  and 
ruin  by  the  way. 

True,  there  is  nothing  very  striking  or  grand  in  the  scenery, 
yet  it  possesses  an  interest  greater  than  any  other  land,  when 
we  call  up  the  ancient  men  bom  among  its  craggy  hills  and 
cradled  in  its  little  wadies,  and  whose  bodies  still  sleep  in  its 
rock-hewn  tombs.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  very  beautiful ;  but 
who  thinks  of  the  beautiful  when  visiting  a  gravo-yard,  or 
itroUing  over  a  battlo-field!  Palestine  contains  the  tomb  of 
Ohrist ;  here  repose  the  ashes  of  the  Patriarchs,  and  this  is  the 
world^s  great  moral  battlo-field,  where  the  Captain  of  our  sal- 
vation stormed  the  citadel  of  sin  and  death,  and  '^  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light."  25o 
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The  events  of  the  remote  past  seem  to  have  occurred  but 
yesterday.  Christ  appears  every-where  present,  and  you  can 
almost  fancy  yon  hear  his  voice,  saving,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway."  The  narratives  of  the  New  Testament  become  living 
realities,  and  so  Btriking  is  the  harmony  between  the  text  of 
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Scripture  and  the  landscape,  and  so  wonderfully  do  they 
accord,  the  very  scenery  is  like  a  new  gospel,  or  fresh  revela- 
tion from  God. 

Going  out  of  the  Damascus  gate,  and  taking  the  old  Koman 
road  leading  north — the  very  same  along  which  Christ  must 
have  journeyed  on  his  way  to  Galilee — in  al>oiit  one  hour  we 
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reach  the  miiifi  of  Gibeah  of  Benjamin,  once  the  royal  residence 
of  Saul,  Israel's  first  king,  and  where  Bizpah  watched  with  so 
much  maternal  tenderness  the  dead  bodies  of  her  two  sons,  from 
'^the  beginning  of  the  barley  harvest,"'  abont  the  month  of 
May,  till  the  antnmn  rains  began  to  fall,  in  October  or  Kovem- 
ber.  In  the  Orient  they  bury  the  dead  very  shallow,  and  thiB 
devoted  mother  daring  all  that  time  watched  the  graves  of  her 
children,  keeping  oS  the  vultures  by  day  and  the  jackals  and 
hyenas  by  night,  from  devouring  their  remains. 

The  names  of  towns  in  the  East  often  apply  to  the  districts 
in  which  they  are  located.  Bethany,  for  instance,  not  only 
relates  to  the  home  of  Mary  and  Martha,  but  to  the  district  of 
which  it  is  the  principal  village;  and  by  Gibeah  we  are  to 
understand  not  only  the  royal  city  of  Saul,  but  the  district  of 
which  it  was  the  capital  This  will  harmonize  the  passages 
that  refer  to  ^'  Gibeah  in  the  field," '  and  Saul's  abode  being 
^'  in  the  uttermost  part  of  Gibeah  under  a  pomegranate-tree ; "  * 
and  of  his  coming  ^^  out  of  the  field  with  the  herd,"  *  to  meet 
the  messengers  from  Jabesh.  It  was  also  here  that  the  shock* 
ing  offense  was  committed  against  a  helpless  woman,  that  well- 
oigh  involved  the  extermination  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin. 

Besuming  our  journey,  in  two  hours  we  come  to  the  site  of 
ancient  Bethel — ^the  house  of  God — so  called  in  commemorar 
tion  of  Gtxl's  manifestations  here  to  his  servants  the  patriarchs. 
Near  this  Abraham,  when  he  first  entered  Oanaan,  built  an 
altar,  ^^  and  called  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord."  *  Here  Jacob 
had  his  wonderful  vision  of  the  ladder  reaching  from  earth  to 
heaven,  on  which  the  angels  of  God  ascended  and  descended ; 
and  it  was  here,  in  after  centuries,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  waa 

>  a  Suniul  zzl,  10.  *  JndgM  zz,  81.  •  1  fluniiel  zir,  S. 

«  1  flunnel  zi,  ft.  •  Genedi  zil,  8. 
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kept  for  many  jcftrs,  in  the  days  of  Phineliaa.  Bethel  waft 
dtoated  on  the  highway  between  JcroBalem  and  Shechem.  Por- 
tiona  of  the  paved  road-bod  may  still  be  seen,  and  a  few  of  the 
old  mile-stones  are  yet  standing  and  others  lying  by  the  way. 

The  supposed  site  of  Jacob's  virion  is  marked  by  the  roinf 
of  a  square  tower  half  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  modem  village; 
and  as  we  rode  up  to  the  place  an  Arab,  wrapped  in  his  ala^ 
or  cloak,  lay  fast  asleep  by  the  way-side,  with  a  large  stone  for 
his  pillow,  recalling  the  old  patriarch,  who,  long  centuries  be- 
fore, had  slept  in  the  same  manner,  and  very  near  the  same 
spot,  on  his  way  to  Padan-aram.  This  custom  of  using  stones 
for  pillows  prevails  all  through  Palestine,  the  thick  turbans 
worn  by  the  natives  protecting  the  head,  and  rendering  even 
a  rock  a  comfortable  pillow. 

A  curious  legend  is  told  in  connection  with  this  stone  which 
Jacob  slept  on,  and  afterward  set  up  and  anointed  with  oil. 
After  the  conquest  of  the  country,  according  to  the  tradition, 
this  stone,  known  as  the  ^'  Stone  of  Destiny,"  was  kept  in  the 
sanctuary  at  Bethel  until  removed  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
where  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was  placed  upon  it.  This,  it  is 
said,  was  the  stone  referred  to  by  David  as  that  '^  which  the 
builders  rejected,"  but  which  afterward  became  the  '*  head  of 
the  comer,"  and  was  destined  for  peculiar  honors!  When 
the  temple  was  destroyed  by  the  Babylonians,  the  Prophet 
Jeremiah,  as  the  story  runs,  with  the  remnant  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  migrated  to  Ireland,  taking  "Jacob's  pillow"  with 
them,  and  all  the  Irish  kings  were  crowned  upon  it  I  An  Irish 
prince  afterward  conveyed  it  to  Scotland,  and  all  the  Scottish 
kings  were  crowned  upon  it ;  but  with  its  loss  Ireland  lost  hei 
independence,  and  this  is  the  secret  of  all  her  woes.  In  aftei 
centuries  it  was  removed  to  Westminster  Abbey,  where  it  may 
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still  be  seen  in  ihe  seat  of  the  ooronation  chair,  and  upon  it 
all  the  kings  and  qneens  of  England,  since  the  days  of  Ed- 
ward TIL  down  to  Yictoria,  have  been  crowned,  and  manj 
superstitions  people  think  that  so  long  as  England  retains 
possession  of  this  stone,  so  long  will  she  maintAin  her  ascend- 
ency among  the  nations. 

Ten  minutes'  walk  along  the  ridge  south-east  of  the  old  tower 
are  the  ruins  of  a  large  Christian  church,  probably  built  by  the 
Crusaders,  marking  the  supposed  camping-place  of  Abraham 
on  his  return  from  Egypt,  and  where  he  parted  with  his  nephew 
Lot.  The  spot  commands  an  cxtensiye  view  of  the  Jordan  val- 
ley, and  you  can  distinctly  see  from  this  point  with  the  naked 
eye  the  traditional  site  of  Zoar,  near  the  southern  end  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  thus  removing  at  least  all  topographical  objections 
to  the  location  of  the  ^^  little  city." 

Onalower  spur  of  this  mountain  range,  and  just  below  where 
Abraham  erected  his  altar,  are  largo  rock-hewn  reservoirs,  and 
the  ruins  of  a  very  old  city,  supposed  to  be  the  renudns  of  Ai, 
the  second  place  taken  by  Joshua  in  the  conquest  of  the  land, 
and  where  Achan's  sin  brought  defeat  and  disgrace  upon  the 
people  of  God.*  Still  farther  east,  perched  like  an  eagle's  nest 
on  a  craggy,  almost  inaccessible  diil,  is  Michmash,  the  scene  of 
Jonathan's  bold  adventure,  when  with  only  his  armor-bearer 
he  surprised  and  put  to  flight  the  whole  garrison  of  the  Phil- 
istines.' And  just  here,  where  the  mountain  slopes  down  into 
the  valley  up  which  winds  the  road  from  Jericho  to  Bethel, 
Elisha  was  returning  from  Gilgal  when  the  naughty  children 
mocked  this  old  servant  of  God,  and  two  hungry  bears  came 
^  out  of  the  wood  "  and  destroyed  f  orty-and-two  of  their  num- 
ber.'   Bears  are  still  found  in  this  region,  and  if  the  young 
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trees  were  allowed  to  grow  forests  would  again  cover  these 
liillsi  as  when  Joshua's  army  lay  in  ambush  on  their  slopes. 
It  was  no  doubt  up  this  same  valley  the  lion  came  from  the 
jungles  along  the  Jordan  that  slew  the  disobedient  prophet 
who  came  out  of  Judah. 

After  the  formation  of  the  new  kingdom  of  Israel,  Jeroboam 
selected  Bethel  as  his  royal  residence,  building  here  great  palaces 
and  ^^ houses  of  ivory" — ^inlaid  with  ivory — making  it  the  seat 
of  the  idolatrous  worship  of  the  golden  calf,  thus  turning  tlie 
house  of  God  into  a  house  of  idols,  until  God  in  his  wrath  rent 
the  altar  asunder,  and  scattered  its  ashes  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven. 

But  little  is  left  of  the  old  dty.  The  prediction  of  Amos, 
that  '^  Bethel  sludl  come  to  naught,"  has  been  fulfilled  to  the 
letter ;  for  aU  that  remains  of  this  memorable  place  are  a  few 
hovels  and  a  large  ancient  reservoir  fed  by  a  living  spring,  to 
which  the  village  m^dcns  may  be  seen  coming  with  their 
water  pitchers  as  of  old,  but  entirely  ignorant  of  the  history  of 
the  place,  and  indifferent  to  its  sacred  associations. 

The  first  night  after  leaving  Jerusalem  we  encamped  at 
Shiloh,  under  a  venerable  oak  near  the  ruins  of  an  old  church, 
supposed  to  nuurk  the  spot  where  the  tabernacle  was  first  set 
up  after  the  conquest  of  Canaan,  and  where  Eli  officiated  as 
high-priest,  and  little  ^^  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord." 
The  following  day  we  lunched  at  Jacob's  well,  on  the  Plain  of 
3£oreh,  where  Abraham  first  pitched  his  tent  in  the  Land  ot 
Promise.  The  well  is  one  hundred  and  five  foot  deep,  cut 
through  the  solid  rock,  and  without  doubt  is  the  same  on  the 
curb  of  which  the  Saviour  of  our  world,  weary  and  faint,  rested 
in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  he  delivered  his  memorable  dia* 
course  to  the  woman  of  Samaria.    A  ride  of  five  minutes  over 
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the  plain,  direetlj'  north,  brings  lis  to  Joseph's  tomb,  aa  ope\ 
inclosiire  about  twenty  by  tliirty  feet,  containing,  beyond  qnes-    ' 
tion,  the  ashes  of  Jacob's  beloved  son, 

Nablous,  tlie  old  city  of  Shechoni,  onr  cam  ping- place  for  the 
night,  is  situated  a  little  way  up  the  valley  to  the  west,  with 
Mount  Gerizim  on  the  south  and  Ebal  on  thv  north.  It  was 
here  Josltua  read  the   law  "  before  all  the  congregation  of  Is- 


rael,'" and  we  have  in  the  topography  of  this  locality  a  won- 
derful corroboration  of  the  inspired  narrative.  Here  are  two 
vast  amphitheaters  facing  each  other,  and  forming  a  natural 
whisper^Uery,  where  a  man  reading  with  a  clear  voice  could 
be  heard  distinctly  by  a  million  persons ;  showing  that  there 
was  nothing  impossible  nor  miraculous  in  the  event  re- 
corded. In  onr  illustration  Gerizim  is  to  the  right,  and  it 
wan  on  the  summit  of   this  mountain   the   Samaritans  built 
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their  temploy  and  even  to  the  present  annnallj  observe  the 
PasBOver. 

Breaking  camp  early,  and  passing  throngh  Samaria,  long  tlie 
capital  of  Israel,  with  its  once  beautiful  colonnade  half  bnried 
in  rubbish,  and  Dothan,  where  Elisha  smote  his  enemies  with 
blindness  and  where  Joseph  was  sold  to  the  Ishmaelites,  we 
crossed  the  eastern  spurs  of  Carmel,  leaving  the  scene  of  Elijah's 
sacrifice  to  our  left,  and,  descending  into  the  plain,  found  our 
tents  pitched  on  the  site  of  Naboth's  vineyard,  near  the  Fountain 
of  Jezrcel,  where  the  infamous  Jezcbd  was  thrown  to  the  dogs. 
It  was  up  this  valley  Jehu  furiously  drove  in  his  chariot*  and 
out  on  the  plain  before  us  is  where  ^Hhe  sword  of  the  Lord 
and  of  Gideon "  prevailed  against  the  Midianites.  Besuming 
our  journey  on  the  morrow,  crossing  the  broad,  rich  Plain  of 
Esdraclon,  and  sweeping  round  the  base  of  Little  Ilennon  and 
Tabor,  leaving  Shuncm  and  Nain  on  our  right,  we  began  the 
difficult  ascent  of  the  Galilean  hills,  and  after  an  hour's  climb- 
ing reached  the  quiet  village  of  Nazareth,  the  early  home  of 
the  Son  of  God  on  earth.  What  memories  the  name  of  "Jesus 
of  Nazareth"  awaken!  Among  these  hills  Christ  spent  his 
childliood ;  on  this  landscape  he  must  have  gazed ;  at  the  fount- 
ain from  which  we  drink  he  must  often  have  quenched  his 
thirst ;  here  he  labored  for  his  daily  bread ;  here  he  was  trained 
for  his  life  sublime ;  here  he  taught  in  the  synagogue ;  and  over 
one  of  tlicse  neighboring  cliifs  his  own  people,  after  rejecting 
his  preaching,  would  have  hurled  him  to  death  had  not  his 
divinity  saved  his  humanity. 

From  Nazareth  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee  via  Cana,  where  Christ 
j)erf  ormed  his  first  miracle,  is  an  easy  day's  ride.  On  the  way 
we  stopped  for  luncheon  on  the  traditional  mount  where  Clirist 
delivered  his  inimitable  sermon,  and  miraculously  fed  the  liun- 
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gry  tlioiisands  who  waited  on  his  ministry.  Heiv,  al^o.  was 
fouglit,  in  A.  D.  1187,  the  last  great  battle  between  the  Cni- 
saders  and  Mohammedans,  that  sealed  tlie  fate  of  Palestine, 
Kather  lingular  that  this  fearful  slanghter  of  Christians  should 
have  taken  place  on  the  reputed  spot  where  the  Prince  of  Peace 
taught  our  world  the  divine  precepts  of  charity  and  forgiveness. 


Mounting  our  horsee,  we  f*oon  bt;i£an  dewending  from  the  high 
table-land,  and  by  sundown  wei\  in  our  tents  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake  just  below  the  town  of  Tiberias — the  ancient  capital 
of  Galilee.  This  lake  is  fifteen  miles  long  by  about  half  that 
distance  wide,  and  lies  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  ocean.     It  still  abounds  with  fish,  and  its  chores  are 
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oovered  with  Bmall  shellB,  and  bordered  with  oleanders  and  other 
flowering  shrabs.  What  could  be  more  delightful  than  to  stroll 
along  the  pebbly  beach,  bathe  in  the  limpid  waters,  and  be  lulled 
to  rest  at  night  by  the  rippling  waves  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  f 
Or,  after  a  morning  walk  on  its  shores,  or  a  sail  over  its  glassy 
surface,  make  your  breakfast  on  fish  taken  from  the  same  lake 
where  the  disciples  toiled  all  night  and  caught  nothing  t 

About  four  miles  noilh  of  Tiberias  is  the  village  of  Magdala, 
the  native  town  of  Mary  Magdalene ;  and  two  miles  west  of 
this,  in  a  wild,  rocky  gorge,  are  the  ruins  of  Irbid,  and  of  an 
old  castle  perched  on  the  top  of  a  high  clifi,  in  the  sides  of 
which  are  numerous  caverns.  This  undoubtedly  is  ancient 
Arbcla,  from  which  Ilerod  the  Great  dislodged  the  band  of 
robbers  who  were  such  a  terror  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  rc^on. 
According  to  Josephus,  Ilerod  first  laid  siege  to  the  caverns, 
but  without  avail,  lie  then  lowered  parties  of  soldiers  in  krge 
boxes  by  chains  from  above,  and  with  fire  and  sword  attacked 
those  who  defended  the  entrance,  dragging  them  out  of  their 
dens  with  long  hooks,  and  hurling  them  down  the  precipice ; 
and  in  this  way  the  place  was  finally  taken  and  the  robbers 
destroyed. 

Magdala  is  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  rich  Plain  of  Gen- 
nesareth,  that  here  puts  into  the  sea.  On  the  northern  side  of 
this  plain,  which  is  about  three  miles  wide,  is  "Kh&a  Minyeh, 
near  the  krge  spring  of  Ain  et  Tin,  which  is  evidently  the 
fountain  of  Capernaum  mentioned  by  Josephus  as  on  this  plain ; 
and  the  ruins  on  a  low  moimd  a  short  distance  south  of  the 
khdn  and  fountain  in  all  probability  mark  the  site  of  Caper- 
naum, the  adopted  "  city  "  of  Jesus.  This  is  on  the  great  Da- 
mascus road,  in  a  well-watered,  fertile  plain ;  and  if  Capernaum 
\\:is  ^'upon  the  sea-coast"  in  ^^the  land  of  Gennesareth,"  as 
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Matthew  affirmB^  it  must  have  been  here,  and  conld  not  have 
l)oen  at  Tel  IIAni.  Qnaresmios  states  positively  that  it  was  by 
this  khAn.  Dr.  Bobinson  also  locates  it  here,  and  the  Pales- 
tine Exploration  Society  have  lately  found  the  very  name,  pre- 
served by  the  natives  and  applied  to  these  rains,  which  are  not 
very  extensive,  most  of  the  material  having  been  carried  away 
to  build  up  Tiberias. 

But  how  terrible  the  judgments  of  Ood  on  the  cities  up- 
braided by  Christ  I  Capernaum,  once  ^'  exalted  unto  heaven,'' 
now  thrust  down  so  low,  its  very  name  and  site  are  in  dispute. 
As  for  Chorazin  and  Bcthsaida,  they  have  been  entirely  oblit- 
erated, not  a  soul  living  upon  the  site  of  either  of  these  cities. 
All  is  desolation,  death,  and  ruin.    What  a  woe  befell  them  1 

Every  spot  slong  the  shores  of  this  lake  seemed  to  be  holy 
ground.  Ilere  the  Saviour  spent  most  of  his  public  life ;  here 
he  wrought  his  greatest  miracles ;  and  it  was  here  he  chose  his 
twelve  apostles.  IIow  the  hours  flew  as  we  wandered  along 
the  beach,  picking  up  pebbles,  and  plucking  wild  'flowers  from 
every  sacred  spot  Many  wild  ducks,  geese,  pelicans,  and  other 
water-fowl,  were  swimming  about  on  its  surface,  and  in  the 
neighboring  jungle,  at  night,  could  be  heard  the  howl  of  the 
wolf  or  cry  of  the  panther,  jackal,  and  leopard,  fulfilling  most 
literally  the  prophecies  concerning  this  land.'         » 

If  these  prophecies  had  been  written  yesterday,  they  could 
not  more  correctly  and  graphically  describe  the  present  condi- 
tion of  this  sea  and  its  surroundings.  Every  prediction  has 
become  an  historic  fact  And  in  the  ruins  of  the  cities  that 
once  stood  upon  its  shores  we  have  an  argument  in  support  of 
the  divine  record  that  all  the  ingenuity  of  modeni  criticism 
and  scientific  skepticism  can  never  overthrow. 

*  Leritioiu  zzri,  2S-8ft. 
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Croeaing  a  lofty  ridge,  with  Saf ed — ^^  the  city  set  on  a  hill  "— 
to  the  west,  we  stopped  for  Innch  at  KhAn  Jubb  Ynsufi — tht» 
Kh^  of  Joseph — said  to  inclose  the  pit  into  which  Joseph  wafi 
thrown  by  his  brethren,  though  we  think  Dothan  has  stronger 
olaixns;  camping  at  night  on  the  banks  of  Nahr  Uendaj,  & 
mountain  stream  that  flows  into  Lake  Unleh,  the  "  Waters  of 
Merom,"  where  Joshua  slew  Jabin  king  of  Ilazor.' 

Next  morning  we  arose  early,  and,  ridmg  round  the  west 
shore  of  the  lake,  hugging  closely  the  rocky  hills  to  avoid  the 
great  marsh  that  surrounds  this  lake,  we  crossed  a  rich  but 
swampy  plain,  black  with  grazing  herds  of  buffalo,  and  sicken 
ing  from  the  stench  of  numerous  carcasses,  the  effects  of  a  late 
storm  that  destroyed  many  of  these  beasts,  upon  which  scores 
of  eagles  and  vultures  were  preying,  illustrating  the  saying, 
^  Wheresoever  the  carcass  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be  gathered 
together."  After  passing  the  Lebanon  branch  of  the  Jordan 
on  an  old  Eoman  bridge,  we  came  in  a  few  miles  to  Tell  el 
Kady,  the  Dan  of  Scripture — one  of  the  sources  of  the  Jordan, 
and  largest  fountain  in  Syria,  where  we  lunched  under  the 
shade  of  a  grand  old  terebinth,  standing  directly  over  the 
spring,  and  shading  with  its  broad  branches  the  portal  of  the 
river  of  God.  Ilere  stood  ancient  Dan,  the  most  northern 
city  in  Palestine  proper ;  here  Jeroboam  built  his  temple  and 
set  up  his  golden  calf,  and  it  was  here  Abraham,  centuries 
before,  rescued  his  nephew  Lot  and  defeated  the  Mesopotamian 
kings  on  their  retreat  from  the  Jordan  valley. 

Our  ride  from  Dan  to  Banias,  or  Cssarea  Philippi,  the  other 
source  of  the  Jordan,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night,  lay 
through  a  lovely  district,  shaded  with  terebinths  and  the  ^^oaka 
of  Bashan."    As  we  were  riding  along,  admiring  the  beautiful 
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scenery,  our  attention  was  arrested  by  a  Bedouin  in  gay  attire 
on  a  swift  dromedary,  hurrying  by  us  as  if  on  some  important 
mission.  In  a  few  minutes  he  halted,  and,  taking  his  position 
by  the  road-side,  saluted,  in  the  most  profound  manner,  each 
one  of  our  party  as  we  passed  along.  On  inquiring  the  mean- 
ing of  all  this  civility,  we  were  informed  by  our  dragoman 
that  the  Arab  was  tlie  Sheik  of  that  territory,  and  wished  to 
show  all  respect  to  tlie  Americans  passing  through  his  country. 


Oor  tents  were  pitched  in  an  olive  grove,  near  where  the  Jor 
dan  issues  from  the  mountain,  and  during  the  night  we  were 
much  disturbed  by  the  jackals  and  other  wild  beasts  that  kept 
howhng  round  our  camp.  Mr.  Holman  Hunt,  the  eminent 
artist,  encamped  one  night  in  this  same  grove,  and,  being  dis- 
turbed about  midnight  by  some  noise,  looked  out  of  his  tent, 
and  saw  a  large  hyena  in  the  camp  snuffing  the  breath  of  the 
mnleteeiB,  who  were  sleeping  on  the  ground,  by  putting  its 
nose  to  their  months.     Tliis  was  done  to  ascertain  whether  they 
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were  dead  or  alive.  Finding  them  alive,  the  byea&  walked 
leisnrely  away,  as,  fortunately,  this  animal  feeds  only  on  piitr' 
flesh. 

As  Minerva  leaped  full  armed  from  the  brain  of  Jove,  t.o 
the  Jordan  here  bursts  a  full  river  from  its  hidden  source,  and, 
sweeping  on  in  its  coarse  for  two  hundred  miles,  plunges  into 
the  Sea  of  Death,  and  is  seen  no  more.  Beautiful  symbol  of 
man's  career !  The  most  remarkable  river  in  the  world,  flowing 
throughout  ite  entire  length  beneath  the  level  of  the  sea. 


Ceesarea  Philippi  occupies  one  of  the  most  picturesque  sites 
in  Syria,  being  situated  on  a  terrace  at  the  foot  of  Herraon,  in 
the  midst  of  olive  groves  and  forests  of  oak,  gladdened  by 
numerous  springs  and  waterfalls.  It  derived  its  naiAe  from 
Cffisar  Tiberius  and  Philip  the  Tetrarch,  son  of  Herod  the 
Great.  This  region  was  the  great  seat  of  idolatry  among  the 
ancients,  and  the  whole  country  is  dotted  with  the  remains  of 
old  pagan  temples.  When  the  Canaanitee  yet  held  the  land 
there  was  a  temple  here  dedicated  to  Ba<d-gad;  and  just  above 
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the  principal  fountain  tliere  is  a  large  grotto  in  the  face  of  the 
iiionntain,  once  used  by  the  Greeks  as  a  temple  for  the  wor- 
r^liip  of  Pan,  as  niches  in  the  sides  of  the  cliff  and  numerons 
inscriptions  fully  attest ;  here,  also,  stood  the  magnificent  tem- 
ple built  by  Ilerod  the  Great,  and  dedicated  to  Augustus  Caesar, 
where  Titus,  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  was  feted  by 
Agrippa,  and  returned  thanks  to  his  god  for  the  success  of  his 
campaign.  All  these  temples  of  Baal,  Pan,  and  Cffisar  are 
now  gone,  but  the  rock  on  which  they  stood  remains  unchanged, 
and  on  this  solid  platform  Christ  may  have  stood,  and  to  this 
firm  foundation  may  have  referred  when  he  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  our  Zion,  and  said  to  his  disciples,  '^  Upon  this  rock 
I  will  build  my  Church ;  and  the  gates  of  hcU  shall  not  prevail 
against  it;'"  beautifully  setting  forth  the  stability  and  per- 
petuity of  his  kingdom.  Eusebius,  who  visited  this  city  at 
the  close  of  the  third  century,  says  that  the  afflicted  woman 
who  had  vainly  ^^  spent  all  her  living  on  physicians,"  and  who 
was  healed  by  merely  touching  the  border  of  Christ's  garment," 
was  a  native  of  this  place ;  that  her  house  was  still  standing  in 
his  day;  and  that  the  incident  was  commemorated  by  two 
bronze  statues  which  he  saw  elevated  on  a  stone  base  at  the 
entrance  to  her  house,  one  representing  '^the  woman  on 
her  knees,  with  her  hands  stretched  out  before  her,  like  one 
entreating ; "  the  other,  of  "  Christ,  standing  erect,  dad  in  a 
mantle,  and  stretching  out  his  hand  to  the  woman.'"  It  is 
said  these  monuments  were  destroyed  by  Julian  the  Apostate. 
If  not,  they  may  still  be  buried  beneath  the  debris  of  the  old 
city,  and  some  day  may  be  recovered. 

This  same  author  gives  an  interesting  description  of  the  cave 
and  fountain  wo  have  mentioned.     lie  says:  '^At  Csesarea 

>  lUtth«w  ZTl,  la       •  Luke  TiO,  4S.       •  Smebiiii,  book  ▼!,  ehapter  18. 
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Fhilippi,  which  ib  called  Bitniats  b^'  tlic  I'liii'iLicixns,  there  are 
springs  shown  at  tlie  foot  uf  the  iiiuuutain  frutn  which  the 
Jordan  risen,  and  that  on  a  t;eriaiii  festival  day  tliere  was 
uBuall;  a  person  thrown  into  these  springs,  and  that  the  victim, 
by  the  ]X>wer  of  some  (lemon,  in  a  wonderful  manner  entirely 


disappeared."  Jowephns,  ulso,  in  referring  to  this  grotto,'  de- 
scribes it  "as  a  ver\-  fine  cave  in  the  mountain,  nnder  which 
is  a  great  cavity  in  the  eartli,  and  that  the  cavern  is  abnipt 
and  pi'odigioiiHlj'  deep,  and  fnll  of  still  water,  IJerod  adornet) 
this   place,   which   was  already  a  very  remarkable  one,  Ptill 

'  AntiquitWB,  \v.  in ;  Jpwinh  Wars,  i,  21. 
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farther,  by  the  erection  of  a  temple  of  white  marble  by  the 
f  onntainB  of  the  Jordan,  which  he  dedicated  to  Csesar.  The 
pkc4)  is  called  Paninm,  and  beneath  it  a  dark  cave  opens  itself, 
within  which  is  a  horrible  precipice  which  descends  abruptly 
to  a  yart  depth.  It  contains  a  mighty  quantity  of  water,  which 
is  immovable ;  and  when  any  thing  is  let  down  to  measure 
the  depth  of  the  earth  beneath  the  water,  no  length  of  cord 
is  sufficient  to  reach  it."  Could  this  legend  and  cavern  have 
suggested  to  John  his  imagery  of  the  ^^  bottomless  pit ; "  and 
the  Jordan  flowing  from  its  mysterious  source  beneath  Uer- 
mon,  which  is  more  than  probably  the  Mount  of  Transfigura- 
tion, his  beautiful  description  of  ^^  the  river  of  life,  dear  as 
crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Xamb  ? "  *  The  Jordan,  after  issuing  from  the  mountain,  in 
a  succession  of  sparkling  cascades,  flows  down  the  valley,  giv. 
ing  life,  beauty,  and  fertility  to  the  most  charming  landscape ; 
and  in  the  midst  of  it,  ^^and  on  either  side  of  the  river," 
are  aU  manner  of  tropical  trees  yielding  their  fruits  every 
month,  and  the  leaves  of  the  trees  are  still  used  ''for  the 
healing  of  the  nations."  Very  suggestive  of  Paradise;  and 
may  not  this  lovely  spot  have  been  a  part  of  the  garden  planted 
by  the  Lord,'  wherein  the  opening  scene  in  the  history  of  our 
race  transpired  t 

Breaking  camp  at  an  early  hour,  we  crossed  the  valley  on  a 
stone  bridge,  and,  ridmg  round  the  walls  and  through  the  dty, 
soon  began  the  long  zigzag  ascent  of  Ilcrmon,  the  highest  peak 
of  the  Anti-Lebanon  range,  passing  on  our  way  the  old  Phosni* 
dan  castle  of  Subdbeh,  one  of  the  grandest  ruins  in  Syria,  and 
the  last  stronghold  of  the  Crusaders.  After  hours  of  climbing, 
when  near  the  smnmit  we  came  upon  vast  Adds  of  drifted 

*  RereUtion  xzU,  1.  *Q«iifleitB,a 
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BDOw;  deei>er  and  deeper  it  became  as  we  advanced.  Our 
horses  .s<Kiii  Ite^.iii  to  lahor,  tlieii  plunge,  iiually  they  stuck  fast 
and  were  unable  to  piiK-eed.  Holding  a  cunsultution,  it  was 
determined  to  try  a  patli  to  tiie  left,  but  we  ikjon  found  it  im- 
practicable.    Xext,  we  tried  to  force  a  passage  over  the  ridge, 


but  here  met  with  a  high  precipice  over  wliich  it  was  imposBi- 
ble  to  go.  The  day  was  intensely  hot,  the  reflection  of  the 
Bun  on  the  snow  blistering  our  faces.  In  one  place  we  came 
upon  ttic  remains  of  a  flock  of  slieej}  tliat  had  t>een  devoured 
by  wolves,  and  we  had  reasons  for  appivhcadiiifr  a  similar  fate. 
It  was  a  jieriloufl  hour.     Ixifty  inoiinlitlns  siirniundcd  ns.     In 
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OUT  frnitlesB  efforts  to  get  through  we  li>st  our  way.  It  waa 
now  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  sind  we  were  live  lioui'8  from 
our  camping-ground.  Something  must  be  done,  or  the  party 
perish.  At  last  we  made  a  <litotir  U>  the  right  down  the 
monntain,  over  tieldB  of  lava,  and  through  drifts  of  enow,  our 
poor  horses  struggling,  faUing,  bleeding,  idmor^t  dying,  when 
we  fortunately  struck  a  path  that  led  round  the  (-outliem  base 
of  the  mountain,  reaching  our  tents  at  Kefr  Ilanwar,  near  the 
traditional  tomb  of  Nimrod,  the  mighty  himter,  about  an  hour 
after  dark,  faint  and  hungry,  but  thankful  for  our  safe  pa-^ige 
of  Hermon.  The  ladies  of  our  party,  Mrs.  A.  N.  Riddle,  of 
Cincinnati,  and  my  wife,  showed  great  bravcrj  in  plunging 
through  Bnow-drifta,  almost  burying  their  hnrses.  We  ivaehed 
D:iniadcus  by  noon  the  following  day,  but  shall  reserve  for 
another  place  a  descri|)tion  of  this,  among  the  oldest  citieti  iu 
the  world. 


WlTKH-WHkKL,  VUK    II 


CIIAPTERXV, 

« 

DOWN     TO     JEBIOnO. 

The  Inn  bj  the  Waj-side— Ck>ing  ap  to  Adummlm — Brook  Cherith — Yalley  of 
Achor— Site  of  Gilgal— rassage  of  the  Jordan — Place  of  Christ's  Baptismr— 
— Pilgrims  Bathing — ^Ancient  Jericho— Singular  Tradition — Quarantania — 
Mount  of  Temptation — Bone  Caverns. 

a  T\  OWN  to  Jericho  "  from  Jerusalem,  is  a  trip  taken  by  al- 
U  most  every  traveler  visiting  Palestine.  The  distance  is 
perhaps  sixteen  miles,  and  the  descent  near  f onr  thousand  feet, 
Jericho  being  about  one  thousand  feet  below  the  ocean  leveL 
The  road  lies  through  the  "Wilderness  of  Judea,"  and  the 
journey  is  still  full  of  perils,  from  the  roughness  of  the  way 
and  the  wild  Arabs  every-where  to  bo  seen  skulking  among  the 
rocks,  ready  to  pounce  upon  any  wayfaring  man  courageous 
enough  to  venture  into  these  forbidden  grounds  without  proper 
guards. 

On  leaving  Jerusalem  and  going  out  at  St.  Stephen's  gate, 
you  cross  the  Eedron  on  a  stone  bridge  near  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane,  and,  sweeping  round  Olivet  below  the  tombs  of  the 
prophets,  in  half  an  hour  you  are  at  Bethany,  once  the  humble 
home  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  hospitable  family  of  Martha, 
Mary,  and  Lazarus.  From  here  you  descend  rapidly  to  En- 
Shemesh — the  Fountain  of  the  Sun — ^a  fine  spring  now  known 
as  the  "Well  of  the  Apostles,"  issuing  from  the  eastern  fw;e  of 
a  rocky  ridge,  and  one  of  the  old  landmarks  between  Judah 
ind  Benjamin. 
Following  for  two  hours   the  meanderings  of  the  stream 
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flowing  from  this  fountain,  you  come  to  tlie  traditional  site  of 
the  "  inn  by  tlie  way -side,"'  when;  tlie  good  Samaritan  left  the 
wounded  man  who  had  fallun  among  tliioM-'s.  The  spot  it 
marked  by  the  reniaiiifi  of  mi  old  klian,  wlici-e  you  can  hincb 
under  the  shadow  of  a  great  i-oc-k,  tiie  only  nhelter  to  be  found 
in  this,  tiie  most  desolate  and  daiigeroiiw  part  of  the  route,  Tliii* 
wild  district  is  "the  going  up  to  Aduuiinini,'"  and  iBproverl'';d 


for  ita  bloody  deeds.  St.  Jerome  calls  it  "the  red,  or  bloody 
way,"  and  a  deep  ravine  through  which  the  road  winds  ie  still 
known  as  the  "  Murderer's  Olen."  Here  Sir  Frederick  Heii- 
niker,  a  few  years  since,  was  stripped  and  left  for  dead  by  the 
roadside ;  and  still  later,  Dr.  Leyburn,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was 
robbed  by  the  Bedouins,  who  to  the  present  infest  this  lonely 
nncultivated  re^non.    It  was  to  protect  pilgrims  going  over  this 
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dangerous  roaci  that  the  order  of  Knight  Tempkre  was  fifBt 
organized,  an  office  now  performed  by  the  Abu  D\a  tribe  of 
Arabs,  with  whom  we  have  a  regular  treaty,  guaranteeing  the 
protection  of  Americane  pasfiing  through  their  territory. 


Ko  Ktenery  in  Pnleetine  is  wilder  or  grander  fliaii  from 
Admuinim  to  Jericho — mountainsheapfdonmmintainsinendlefifl 
confusion,  Tlie  road  now  \rindiiiir  tlimugh  fortucHip!  ^rlens,  then 
over  bold  peaks  and  along  the  brink  of  fearful  pre<'ipice8,  ren- 
denng  one  diMV  peering  down  into  the  FKicniingly  bottomless 
depths.  From  one  point  the  view  is  unsurpassed.  Spread  out 
before  you  is  the  whole  .Tordati  valley,  with  the  purple-tinted 
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Mountains  of  Moab  beyond.  On  jonr  right  may  be  seen  the 
Dead  Bea,  rolling  its  leaden  waves  over  the  supposed  site  of 
the  gtiilty  ^  Cities  of  the  Plain,"  with  a  sleepy  haze  floating 
on  the  water,  as  if  "the  smoke  of  their  torment"  was  still 
ascending  to  heaven ;  and  on  yonr  left  is  Wady  Kelt,  or  Valley 
of  Achor — a  deep  rocky  gorge  through  which  the  brook  Che- 
lith  cats  its  way,  and  where  Achan  was  stoned  to  death  for  his 
covetonsness.  The  descent  here  is  very  steep— the  moimtain 
breaking  away  abruptly  down  to  the  plain,  rendering  the  ap- 
proach to  Jericho  from  the  west  very  difficult.  In  places  the 
old  paved  Eoman  road  may  still  be  seen,  undoubtedly  the  same 
over  which  the  "Man  of  sorrows"  once  pursued  his  weary 
way,  and  by  the  side  of  which  poor  Bartimeus  sat  when  the 
Light  of  the  world  passed  before  him  and  dispelled  the  dark- 
ness forever  from  his  sightless  eyes.' 

About  sundown  we  crossed  the  Valley  of  Achor,  and  found 
our  tents  pitched  on  the  banks  of  the  "  brook  Chcrith,"  where 
Elijah  was  fed  by  the  ravens,  or  Arabs  of  Oreb — a  village  not 
far  from  this — just  as  you  please. 

The  Jordan  valley  at  this  point  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles 
wide,  the  soil — if  we  except  the  nitrous  plain  bordering  the 
Dead  Sea — rich  "as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,"  and  "well 
watered,"  as  when  Lot  chose  it  for  his  inheritance  before  the 
overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  No  less  than  six  springs, 
any  one  of  them  sufficient  to  run  a  mill,  and  the  remains  of 
twelve  ancient  aqueducts  for  irrigating  the  plains,  may  still  be 
seen  in  this  immediate  vicinity. 

As  there  is  no  river  so  hallowed  in  its  associations  as  the  Jor- 
dan, having  been  thrice  miraculously  divided,  so  there  is  no  val- 
ley like  that  through  which  this  renowned  river  winds  its  tor- 

(  Mark  z,  4A. 
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taoTU  waj)  from  its  mysterious  source  beneath  the  base  of  Tier- 
mon  to  where  it  plunges  into  the  Sea  of  Death  to  be  seen  no 
more.  We  have  here  an  immense  fissure,  unparalleled  in  the 
world — ^a  depression  of  more  than  a  thousand  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  ocean,  and  which,  apparently,  must  have  existed 
before  the  destruction  of  the  Cities  of  the  Plain.  Various 
confiicting  theories  of  its  formation  have  been  advanced,  but 
scarcely  any  reliable  facts  have  been  furnished.  It  is  evidently, 
however,  of  volcanic  origin,  as  the  whole  valley  is  one  vast 
field  of  lava. 

Tlie  entire  length  of  this  Ghor  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
miles  in  a  direct  line,  and  yet  in  that  short  distance  we  have 
every  variety  of  climate  and  production  found  between  Green- 
land and  the  equator.  Standing  on  the  Plain  of  Jericho,  you 
can  see  to  the  north  mountains  covered  with  snow  the  year 
round ;  and  to  the  south,  fields  growing  every  plant  and  fruit 
of  the  tropics. 

The  Jordan,  that  waters  this  valley,  is  very  rapid,  having  a 
descent  of  over  three  thousand  feet  from  the  springs  of  nasbeiya^ 
its  remotest  source,  to  where  it  empties  into  the  Salt  Sea. 
And  this  river  is  so  rapid,  its  course  is  almost  one  continuous 
cataract,  and  so  crooked  and  broken  by  these  numerous  falls  as 
to  render  it  useless  for  commercial  purposes.  Ko  vessels  have 
ever  navigated  its  waters,  and  not  a  city  has  ever  flourished  on 
its  banks.    A  strange  river,  with  a  strange  history. 

As  a  winter*  resort,  I  know  of  no  place  more  inviting  than 
the  valley  of  the  lower  Jordan.  Ilcre  we  enjoy  a  salubrious 
dimate,  with  perpetual  summer,  rendering  those  familiar  linei 
of  Dr.  Watts, 

**  Sweet  fields  beyond  the  swelling  flood 
Stand  dressed  in  liring  ^een,** 
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Bterall J  tme  of  this  region,  when  viewed  from  the  monntains 
east  of  the  river. 

Dnring  our  visit  we  witnessed  here  a  singular  phenomenon. 
Dark  donds  and  a  f  orions  rain-storm  swept  along  the  Judean 
Mountain^  to  the  west,  and  the  Monntains  of  Moab  to  the  east, 
shutting  out  both  ranges  completely  from  our  view ;  while  on 
the  Plain  of  Jericho  the  sun  was  brightly  shining — ^the  valley 
of  the  Jordan,  like  a  zone  of  light,  separating  the  combating 
elements  on  cither  side. 

Among  the  most  important  discoveries  made  by  the  English 
Exploring  Society  is  that  of  Gilgal,  the  first  encampment  of 
the  Israelites  in  Canaan.  This  place  was  considered  by  Dr. 
Robinson  as  forever  lost.  But  traces  of  the  name  and  site  have 
lately  been  found  at  TcU  Jiljul,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  east 
of  the  old  tower  known  as  the  house  of  2^cchffius,  in  El  Hihai 
or  modem  Jericho,  which  agrees  exactly  with  the  location  given 
by  Josephus  and  Joshua.  As  the  name  indicates,  we  find  here 
an  undulating  plain  above  the  overflow  of  the  Jordan,  and  pre- 
cisely on  ^^the  east  border  of  Jericho;"  the  natives  of  the 
Ghor  never  cultivating  the  land  eastward  of  this  point.  The 
spot  is  marked  by  a  large  tamarisk-tree  near  an  old  reservoir 
called  Birket  Jiljulich.  There  are  also  other  ruins,  and  many 
little  mounds  scattered  over  the  plain,  more  than  likely  the 
ash-beds  of  the  Israelites'  camp-fires. 

If  this  is  really  Gilgal — and  there  seems  no  ground  for  doubt- 
ing it — what  solemn  recollections  the  spot  awakens  1  Ilcre  "  the 
Captain  of  the  Lord^s  host "  appeared  to  Joshua,  and  the  twelve 
memorial  stones  were  set  up  by  the  children  of  Israel  in  com- 
memoration of  their  safe  passage  of  the  Jordan.  Ilere  they 
kept  the  Passover,  and  pitched  the  tabernacle  for  the  first  time 
iti  tl)c  Land  of  Promise.     Ilere  the  manna  ceased,  and  for  the 
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first  time  they  ate  of  the  com  and  fruit  of  the  land  they  were 
henceforth  to  possess.  Here,  also,  the  male  children  bom  dur- 
ing their  wanderings  in  the  wilderness  were  circumcised,  and 
in  confirmation  of  the  identity  of  the  place,  some  of  the  flint- 
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knives,  probably  used  in  the  operation,  have  here  lately  been 
discovered,  similar  in  every  respect  to  those  found  in  the  tomb 
of  Joshua  at  Tiinnatli-Serah. 

This  site  is  about  five  miles  from  the  Jordan,  and  on  the 
direct  road  from  wher-)  the  Hebrews  crossed  to  Jericho.  The 
river  at  this  point,  during  its  low  stage,  is  not  over  fifty  yards 
wide,  and  four  or  five  feet  deep.  This  is  the  traditionary 
place  of  our  Lord's  baptism,  of  the  healing  of  Naaman,  and 
where  Elijah  passed  over  just  before  he  mounted  the  skies  in 
his  chariot  of  fire ;  and  it  is  here  the  ceremony  of  the  pilgrims 
bathing  in  the  Sacred  Kiver  is  witnessed  during  the  Paschal 
Moou,  from  year  to  year.  On  the  Monday  of  Passion-week 
the  number  is  incredible.  Hundreds  of  tents  dot  the  plain, 
and  thousands  of  pilgrims  from  every  part  of  tlio  Orient,  some 
on  foot,  othere  on  horses — sometimes  a  whole  family  on  a  mule 
or  camel — come  to  perform  this  religious  rite.  They  usually 
first  encamp  on  the  higher  banks  of  the  Jordan  near  Jericho, 
recalling  the  tents  of  Israel  when  first  pitched  near  this  same 
spot,  and  in   the  early  dawn,  by  the  light   of  the  moon  and 
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nnmerouB  torcbes,  guarded  by  Tnrkish  Boldiers,  tlie,y  resnins 
their  pilgrimage  for  the  river,  and  as  the  first  rays  of  the  morn- 
ing sun  flash  along  the  Judean  Mountains,  the  mixed  maltitnde, 
men,  women,  and  children — red,  black,  and  white — plunge  into 
the  turbid  waters,  in  the  firm  though  superBtitious  faith  that 
all  their  sins  shall  be  washed  away.  Some  bathe  entirely  node, 
but  uiost  of  them  in  white  dresses,  which  they  carefully  pre- 


nntil  attirod  therein  for  their  barial.  With  them,  the  great 
end  of  life  has  been  attained.  They  have  made  the  pilgrimage 
of  the  Iloly  Land ;  have  bathed  in  the  sacred  Jordan ;  and 
DOW  have  nothing  more  to  do  but  return  homo  and  die. 

Ilappily,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  determining  the  site  of 
Jcricho^the  famom  "  City  of  Pahn-trece" — ^the  first  eity  taken 
by  Joehua  in  the  conqnest  of  the  country.  "The  Fountun  of 
Eliaha,"  a  magnificent  spring  gnshmg  from  beneath  a  parti; 
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artificial  knoU,  is  undoubtedly  the  same  whose  bitter  waten 
were  lie&led  bj  the  prophet  whose  name  it  beaiBi  and  settles 
t)  10.  site  of  ancient  Jericho.  The  remains  of  buildings,  and  the 
line  of  the  old  walls,  may  also  be  traced,  inclosing  seyeral  arti- 
ficial mounds,  the  largest  having  an  elevation  of  at  least  one 
hundred  foot.  Some  of  these  hillocks,  in  their  interior,  are  of 
stone,  others  of  sun-dried  brick,  and  evidently  belong  to  the 
Canaanitish  period,  and  were  constructed  either  for  defensive 
purposes  or  as  high  places  for  the  worship  of  their  gods.  The 
walls  of  the  city  wore  rudely  built  of  undressed  stone,  and 
could  not  have  been  more  than  two  miles  round. 

Not  a  vestige  of  the  house  of  ^'  Eahab  the  harlot,"  is  left ; 
nor  are  we  to  suppose  that  this  woman,  who  concealed  the 
spies,  was  any  thing  more  than  the  keeper  of  the  inn  of  the 
place.  She  is  called  "  harlot "  because  inn-keepers  of  old  were 
generally  of  that  class.  Eahab,  however,  must  have  been  an 
exception,  as  she  subsequently  married  a  prince  in  Judah,  and 
became  the  mother  of  Boaz,  who  was  husband  of  Buth  and 
head  of  the  house  of  David,  through  whom,  in  the  fullness  of 
time,  the  Messiah  came. 

The  overthrow  of  the  place  was  complete — ^not  a  house  of 
any  kind  marks  the  spot  Occasionally  a  few  gyx>8y  tents  may 
be  seen  among  the  ruins,  but,  owing  to  the  curse  pronounced 
upon  it  by  Joshua,  all  efforts  to  rebuild  the  city  have  proved 
abortive.  And,  what  is  remarkable,  we  find  all  the  facts  of  the 
taking  of  this  stronghold  preserved  in  a  curious  legend  com- 
mon among  the  Bedouins  of  the  plain. 

The  Arabs  say  that  there  once  stood  upon  this  site  a  city  of 
brass;  tliat  it  was  inhabited  by  infidels  and  surrounded  by 
seven  walk.  Imam  Aly  made  war  against  the  infidels,  and, 
mounting  his  horse,  Meimoxm,  rode  around  the  city  seven  times, 
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iind  blew  down  the  walls  with  a  blast  of  his  horn,  the  ramparts 
falling  of  their  own  aceord — stone  by  stone.  The  day  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  Aly,  fearing  the  infidels  might  escape, 
prayed  to  the  snn,  ^^  Betnm,  O  blessed  light,"  and  the  sun 
rolled  back,  and  went  not  down  till  aU  the  inhabitants  were 
destroyed.  Here  we  have  the  leading  features  of  the  fall  of 
Jericho  and  of  Joshua^s  victory  over  the  Amorites,  in  the  very 
legends  of  the  conntry. 

In  the  mountain  just  back  of  the  ruins  are  many  caves, 
where  the  two  spies  could  easily  have  hidden  for  three  days 
from  their  pursuers ;  and  on  a  low  spur  of  this  mountain  is 
where  "  the  sons  of  the  prophets  "  are  supposed  to  have  stood 
when  they  beheld  Elijah  go  up  in  the  whirlwind  to  heaven. 

The  Jericho  of  Christ's  day,  and  where  Herod  the  Great  died, 
was  about  one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  this.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, remains  of  this  once  opulent  city  except  a  large  reservoir, 
perhaps  the  same  in  wliich  Aristobulus  was  drowned,  with 
some  broken  aqueducts,  and  other  extensive  ruins.  Enough  to 
identify  the  place,  and  show  the  vanity  of  man's  greatest  monu- 
ments. 

Directly  back  of  Elisha's  Fountain,  and  about  six  miles  west 
of  the  river,  overlooking  ancient  Jericho  and  the  whole  valley 
of  the  Jordan,  rises  one  of  the  highest  moimtains  of  the  Judean 
range,  the  traditionary  scene  of  Christ's  temptation  and  fast  of 
forty  days  in  the  wilderness.  This  mountain,  at  least  since  the 
third  century,  has  been  regarded  with  peculiar  interest  as  the 
locality  of  the  interview  between  Satan  and  our  Saviour ; '  and 
round  its  base,  during  the  ascetic  age  that  followed  the  bloody 
persecutions  of  the  early  Christians,  the  first  monasteries  were 
erected.    The  remains  of  no  less  than  seven  of  these  monastic 

<  Matthew  It,  8. 
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institutions,  some  of  tbem  equal  to  palaces  in  grandeur,  maj 
still  be  seen  in  this  vicinity. 

The  eastern  face  of  the  mountain  is,  in  places,  ahnost  perpen* 
dicular,  and  on  its  towering  summit,  where  the  eagle  delights 
to  build  her  nest  and  soar  in  her  airy  flight,  are  the  ruins  of  a 
Christian  Church  and  strong  fortress  with  rock-hewn  fosse — the 
latter,  probably,  of  the  crusading  period.  The  sides  of  this  cliff 
are  pierced  by  numerous  natural  grottoes,  to  which  many  of  the 
disciples  of  our  Lord,  "  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy," 
fled  for  safety  when  driven  by  their  enemies  into  the  "dens 
and  caves  of  the  earth." '  In  time,  others  followed  them 
from  choice,  among  whom  were  many  monks  from  Egypt,  cut- 
ting for  themselves  cells  in  the  lunestone  rock,  until  the  whole 
mountain  became  burrowed  like  an  ant-hill.  There  are  hun- 
dreds, if  not  thousands,  of  these  caves,  natural  and  artificial, 
not  cut  in  regular  galleries,  but  here,  there,  every-where,  to  suit 
the  inclination  of  their  inmates;  many  of  them  inaccessible,  and 
most  of  them  dangerous  to  approach.  The  wonder  is,  how  the 
old  monks  managed  to  reach  their  little  cells,  or  to  live  when 
there,  unless  feil  by  the  angels  or  ravens,  as  was  Elijah,  the 
illustrious  founder,  as  they  claim,  of  their  order. 

\iy  a  zigzag  path  and  rock-hewn  steps  we  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing a  platform  ninning  along  the  face  of  the  mountain,  \vhich 
in  places  over-hung  the  path,  affording  to  the  hermits  protec- 
tion in  their  walks  from  the  sun  and  rain.  At  the  southern 
end  of  this  ledge  we  came  to  a  large  cavtm  communicating  with 
a  chapel  and  several  small  grottoes.  The  chapel  had  been 
frescoed,  after  the  Byzantine  style,  the  coloring  in  places  still 
looking  fresh,  and  some  of  the  p^ntings  easily  recognized,  one 
of  Christ  being  very  distinct.    St.  Paul  and  Andrew  appeared 

>  Hebrews  xi,  88. 
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to  be  favorite  subjects ;  but  we  could  sec  no  trace  of  tlie  Virgin 
andCliild.  The  most  cuiious  fresco  was  a  rejjresentation  of  the 
angels  distributing  white  resurrection  robes  to  the  saints. 

We  found  a  Greek  monk  from  New  York  living  here,  who 
took  US  to  many  other  cells.  One  was  known  as  EHjali's,  the 
appioach  to  which  was  by  a  narrow  staircase  cut  in  the  natural 
rock.     There  were  several  npartmeuts  here,  one  above  another. 


the  only  entrance  being  through  a  hole  eighteen  inches  in 
diameter  cut  in  the  ceiling  of  tlie  lower  cave,  and  which  could 
only  be  reached  by  a  ladder  or  rope.  Even  after  climbing  up 
to  this  opening,  we  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  squeeze 
our  small  bodies  through  the  contracted  entrance.  This  second 
chamber  was  a  chapel  with  an  inscription  over  tlie  altar,  and 
the  entire  room  at  one  time  had  been  beautifully  frescoed ;  but 
the  paintings  and  inscription  were  too  much  defaced  for  us  to 
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make  any  thing  intelligible  ont  of  them.  There  were  still  othai 
apartments  above  these  which  we  did  not  explore ;  and  south 
of  a  rent  in  the  mountain,  still  higher  np,  numerous  grottoes, 
the  access  to  which  was  both  difficult  and  perilous. 

In  reaching  these  aerial  habitations  we  had  to  clamber  from 
rock  to  rock  on  our  hands  and  knees,  till  we  gained  a  shelf  at 
a  dizzj  height,  where  we  had  just  room  to  stand.  Here  we 
halted  for  breath ;  then,  crawling  along  the  brink  of  the  preci- 
pice on  a  narrow  ledge,  we  came  to  a  projecting  rock  round 
which  it  seemed  impossible  to  pass.  But  others  had  gone  be- 
fore, and  we  must  follow.  Bounding  this  point  was  frightful 
We  shudder  to  think  of  that  hazardous  feat.  The  path  in 
places  was  so  narrow  that  if  a  fragment  of  the  rock  had  giren 
way,  or  we  had  lost  our  balance,  or  had  our  feet  slipped  but 
an  inch,  instant  death  would  have  followed. 

The  cells  in  this  upper  tier  were  generallj  hewn  out  of  the 
rock,  some  nicely  vaulted,  with  recesses  for  sleeping,  and  cis- 
terns to  catch  the  rain-water  as  it  dripped  from  the  clifiEs  above 
others  had  rock-cut  seats  in  front,  on  one  of  which,  it  is  said, 
Christ  sat,  and  where  the  old  monks  could  sit  far  up  on  the 
mountain  side,  and  enjoy  a  grand  view  of  the  Plain  of  Jericho 
and  the  Ya&ey  of  the  Jordan,  with  Pisgah  and  the  Mountains 
of  Moab  beyond.  Most  of  the  caves  have  a  little  window  in 
Iront  to  admit  light  and  air ;  and  among  these  pious  anchorites 
a  beautiful  custom  prevailed  of  putting  alight  in  these  windows 
at  night,  so  that  the  whole  mountain  seemed  illuminated  with 
vestal  lamps,  as  the  hermits  sat  in  the  doors  of  their  cells  sing- 
ing their  vesper  hymns. 

The  ascent  to  these  upper  grottoes  is  now  so  hazardous  few 
persons  will  make  the  attempt,  as  it  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  swinging  with  ropes  from  projecting  crags  over  an  abyss  of 
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great  depth,  the  paths  that  once  led  to  them  having  been  either 
filled  np  with  mbbieh  or  washed  away  bj  the  storms  of  many 
centmdcs. 

One  feels  very  solemn  visiting  this  retreat  of  the  early  Cliris- 
tians«  and  abode  of  those  good  though  mistaken  men,  who, 
through  a  sense  of  duty,  renounced  the  world  and  witlidrew 
from  all  society,  that  they  might  commune  more  closely  with 
God.  In  some  of  the  cells  human  skeletons  were  found,  with 
little  earthen  lamps  by  their  side,  that  had  expired  with  their 
lives,  showing  that  the  old  hermits  died  where  they  lived,  and 
were  buried  where  they  died.  There  are  many  of  these  sepul- 
chral vaults  containing  the  bones  or  dust  of  those  who  had 
spent  their  lives  in  prayer,  fasting,  and  meditation,  in  imitation 
of  the  Master,  who  on  this  same  mount  is  said  to  have  overcome 
the  temptations  of  the  wicked  one. 

This  mountain  is  separated  from  the  main  range  on  the  south 
by  Wady  Kelt,  along  which  there  are  also  numercfus  c^ves,  and 
through  which  the  brook  Clierith  flows ;  so  that  the  locality  of 
Christ's  fasting  was  identical  with  that  of  Elijah's.  Many  of 
the  caves  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  were  formerly  occu- 
pied during  Lent  by  Christian  pilgrims ;  but,  owing  to  the  in- 
security of  life  and  property  under  Turkish  rule,  they  are  now 
hiding-places  for  Bedouin  robbers,  or  dens  for  wild  beasts,  and 
in  some  of  them  bones  of  camels,  hyenas,  and  other  animals, 
may  bo  found  to  the  depth  of  several  feet;  fully  explaining 
the  formation  of  the  old  bono  caverns  without  disturbing  the 
chronology  pf  the  BiUe. 


;  CHAPTER  XVL 

THE   DEAD   SEA. 

IiowMt  Sheet  of  Water  on  oar  Globe— MonnUins  of  Pure  Salt— Lot*t  Wife— 0e- 
■tniction  of  the  Cities  of  the  Plain — Site  of  Sodom  afhd  Gomorrah — Identity 
of  Zoar — Singular  Phenomenon — ^Kature^t  Sanitarium. 

W£  liavc  made  tho  entire  circuit  of  this  inland  sea,  in 
many  respects  the  most  remarkable  body  of  water  in  the 
world  ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  places,  where  the  moimt- 
ains  rise  almost  perpendicularly  out  of  the  water,  we  rode 
along  the  shore  the  whole  distance,  making  the  journey,  in- 
eluding  delays  and  necessary  rests,  in  fourteen  days. 

Tho  sea  covers  an  area  of  perhaps  three  hundred  square 
miles,  and  is  the  lowest  sheet  of  water  on  the  globe,  being 
thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  feet  lower  than  tlie  ocean  level ; 
and  its  greatest  depth  of  water  thirteen  hundred  and  ten  feet, 
thus  precluding  the  possibility  of  it  ever  having  had  any  con- 
nection through  the  Arabah  with  the  Eed  Sea.  Then,  there  is 
a  rocky  ridge  over  twenty-one  hundred  feet  high,  running  en- 
tirely across  Wady  Arabah,  through  which  the  Jordan  never 
could  have  flowed. 

Having  no  outlet,  with  the  Jordan,  Amon  and  many  other 
large  streams  flowing  into  it,  there  is  only  a  variation  of  from 
ten  to  flfteen  feet  in  its  elevation  and  depression,  being  highest 
in  the  spring  of  the  year,  after  the  winter  rains,  though  the 
Arabs  say  it  rises  and  falls  of  itself,  the  rain  having  no  effect 
upon  it.  This  equilibrium  is  maintained  solely  by  evaporation. 
The  density  of  the  water  is  very  great,  a  gallon  weighing 
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twelve  and  a  quarter  ponnda,  and  containing^  boaides  bromine, 
potaaainm,  and  other  minerals  in  a  state  of  solation,  three  and  a 
quarter  pounds  of  pure  salt,  or  twcntj-eight  per  cent. ;  while  the 
water  of  the  Atlantic  contains  onlj  four  per  cent.  Owing  to 
the  buoyancy  of  the  water,  bathing  in  it  is  a  great  lumry  and 
perfectly  safe,  it  being  impossible  for  a  person  to  sink.  An 
egg  that  would  sink  in  the  Mediterranean  will  float  half  out  of 
water  in  this  sea ;  and  a  vessel  which  would  float  with  ease  here 
would  sink  instantly  in  the  Atlantic  or  any  other  ocean.  Of 
course,  no  fish  can  live  in  such  a  briny  deep.  Those  carried 
into  it  by  the  Jordan  instantly  die,  and  may  be  found  floating 
on  the  surface  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  impression 
that  this  sea  is  always  a  dead  calm,  sending  forth  poisonous 
vapors,  with  the  angel  of  death  brooding  over  it,  is  erro- 
neous. Storms  frequently  prevail  here,  the  waves  dashing 
high  up  on  its  shores :  and  we  have  seen  birds  flying  over  it 
and  ducks  swimming  far  out  on  its  surface.  There,  however, 
is  no  animal  or  vegetable  life  in  the  sea  itself.  Kor  is  there 
any  vegetable  life  along  its  shores ;  but  up  tlie  valleys  down 
which  the  sweet,  pure  waters  flow  from  mountain  springs 
every  tropical  plant  grows  luxuriantly,  in  some  places  the 
shrubbery  crowding  down  to  the  very  edge  of  the  sea ;  and  in 
these  groves  of  palm,  juniper,  and  oleander,  you  will  find  birds 
of  every  hue  and  song.  Several  of  these  fresh-water  streams 
empty  into  the  sea  near  its  southern  extremity,  causing  the 
arid  "  desert  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose."  Nothing  could 
surpass  the  productiveness  of  '^  The  Bafieh,"  as  this  district  is 
called ;  a  rich,  well-watered  valley,  "  even  as  the  garden  of  the 
Lord,"  about  six  miles  long  from  north  to  south,  and  two  wide. 
In  this  oasis  the  osher-tree,  or  apple  of  Sodom,  acacia,  camphor, 
indigo,  jujube,  and  other  rare  plants,  all  grow  spontaneously. 


896  BIBLB   LANDS. 

The  OBher-tree  generally  grows  to  the  height  of  ton  or  twelve 
feet,  has  a  large  oval  leaf,  and  when  cut  or  broken  dischai^gea 
a  milky  flnid,  said  to  be  fatal  to  the  sight  if  apphed  to  the 
eyes.  The  fruit,  when  ripe,  in  color  and  size  resembles  an 
ordinary  yellow  apple,  rather  beautiful  to  the  eye,  but  void  of 
substance.  It  is  not,  however,  filled  with  ashes,  as  commonly 
supposed,  but  with  air,  and  when  pressed  explodes  like  a  puff- 
ball,  emittmg  smoke  and  a  sulphurous  smell,  but  containing 
nothing  save  a  few  small  seeds  and  thin  silky  fibers,  the  latter 
very  combustible,  which  tlie  Arabs,  not  having  matches,  use  as 
tinder,  with  their  steel  and  flint,  in  firing  their  matchlocks  and 
lighting  their  pipes. 

The  Bedouin  tribes  in  this  fertile  valley  are  of  the  lowest 
type  of  human  beings.  A  more  desperate,  savage,  and  degraded 
set  of  cut-throats  and  robbers  are  not  to  be  found  amoug 
Ishmael's  depraved  sons.  Generally  they  are  as  black  as  Af- 
ricans, entirely  nude,  and  licentious  as  the  Sodomites  of  old  ; 
ever  on  the  lookout  for  victims,  and  ready  for  the  perpetration 
of  any  crime.  Our  adventures  among  these  miserable  wretches 
were  too  horrible  to  relate. 

Directly  west  of  this  Eden,  across  the  Gharandel,  is  a  great 
salt  plain,  entirely  destitute  of  vegetation,  the  supposed  site  of 
Sodom,  and  where  David  overthrew  the  Edomites.  The  whole 
plain  is  a  vast  slime-pit,  incrusted  with  salt,  beneath  which  is  a 
black,  greasy  marl,  very  slippery,  rendering  riding  over  it  both 
difiicult  and  dangerous. 

As  a  general  thing  the  mountains  bordering  this  sea  present 
a  picture  of  utter  desolation,  as  if  scathed  with  lightning  and 
riven  with  thunder-bolts.  Many  of  the  rocks  are  igneous,  emit- 
ting fire  when  struck,  and  an  odor  very  much  like  a  Lucifer 
match.     Slime-pits  and  sulphur  springs  are  found  along  the 
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shore,  and  between  the  head  of  the  sea  and  Jericho  hills  of 
almost  pure  sulphur ;  also  gypsnui,  asphaltuni,  and  black  bitu- 
minous blocks,  mixed  with  gravel  and  enlpliui",  strew  the  beach, 
as  if  thrown  together  by  some  gi-eat  convulsion,  and  pure  bitu- 
men in  largo  quantities  may  at  times  be  found  floating  on  the 
surface.  The  sea  at  niglit,  when  the  ^vater  is  ruffled  by  the 
wind,  is  one  sheet  of  pliosphorescent  foam,  and  the  waves  ae 
they  break  upon  tlie  shore  throw  a  sepulchral  light  upon  the 
rocks  tliat  wall   in  tliis  dismal  gulf — reminding  one   of  the 


"lake  of  fire,"  and  may  have  suggested  this  imagery  to  the 
Apostle  John. 

Jebel  ITsdum,  or  mountain  of  Sodom,  at  the  south-west  end,  is 
a  ridgo  of  almost  pure  rock-salt,  extending  for  about  five  miles 
along  the  shore,  and  rising  perhaps  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
above  the  sea.  There  are  many  deep  clefts  in  the  i-ange,  leaving 
detached  portions  of  salt  standing  like  pillars  in  every  fantastic 
shape,  some  of  them  'at  least  one  hundred  feet  high,  any  one 
of  which  would  answer  very  well  for  "  Lot's  wife ; "  one  in  par- 
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ticular,  on  the  very  top  of  the  cliff,  from  a  certain  stand-point 
resembles  a  woman  in  hasty  flight,  with  her  disheveled  hair  and 
torn  garments  flying  in  the  wind,  and  her  head  slightly  turned, 
as  if  looking  back  over  her  left  shoulder  on  the  burning  cities 
from  which  she  is  fleeing  for  her  life. 

There  is  nothing  very  remarkable  in  the  statement  concern- 
ing the  fate  of  this  disobedient  woman.  From  the  narrative,  it 
appears  the  Lord  said  unto  Lot  and  his  family,  '^  Up,  get  you 
out  of  this  place.  Escape  for  thy  life ;  look  not  behind  thee, 
neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain,  lest  thou  be  consumed.''  They 
started  on  their  flight.  ^^  But  his  wife  looked  back,  .  .  .  and 
she  became  a  pillar  of  salt."  *  Probably  in  the  very  act  of  dis- 
obedience she  was  struck  dead  with  a  thunderbolt,  or  suffocated 
with  the  sulphurous  fumes  that  ]>ervaded  the  valley,  as  the 
elder  Pliny  in  the  destruction  of  Pompeii.  It  would  have  been 
miraculous  had  she  become  a  sand-stone  or  lime-stone  pillar.  But 
any  man's  wife  would  become  a  pillar  of  salt  in  this  region  if 
allowed  to  remain  here  long  enough.  No  corpse  would  ever 
decompose  on  the  shores  of  this  sea,  and  if  permitted  to  remain 
here  would  naturally  become  incrustcd  with  salt,  and  in  time 
a  pillar  of  salt.  These  pillars  are  formed  by  secretion,  from 
the  spray,  mist,  and  saline  exhalations  of  the  sea,  and  are 
always  growing  larger.  So  it  is  literally  true,  that  if  you 
break  a  piece  off  it  will  form  on  anew. 

In  one  place  we  found  a  tunnel  or  cavern  leading  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  mountain,  into  which  we  rode  several  hundred  feet, 
until  it  became  too  dark  to  venture  farther.  It  looked  beauti- 
ful by  the  Ught  of  a  few  matches  and  candles,  the  vaulted 
roof  and  sides  sparkling  as  of  alabaster.  Many  grottoes  led  off 
to  the  right  and  left,  all  salt,  nothing  but  salt,  the  whole  moun^ 

>  Genesis  zix,  14,  17,  26. 
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ain  salt  I  Daring  heavy  rains  a  stream  of  briny  water  mm 
through  this  eavem  to  the  sea,  only  a  few  rods  distant  This 
same  rock  formation,  to  all  appearance  the  same  vein  of  salt, 
crops  out  of  the  mountain  east  of  the  sea  between  the  Fortress 
of  MachsBrus  and  the  Hot  Springs  of  Callirrhoe,  a  fact,  we 
believe,  never  before  noticed. 

The  precise  location  of  the  Cities  of  the  Plain  wfll  probably 
never  be  known.  I  f  not  submerged,  they  are  buried  many  feet 
beneath  the  soft  marl  constantly  washing  down  from  the  sur- 
rounding hills  and  filling  up  the  valley.  The  opinion  has  long 
obtained  that  Sodom  was  situated  on  the  great  salt  plain  at  the 
base  of  Jebel  Usdum,  south  of  the  sea.  Bccently  some  re- 
markable ruins  have  been  discovered  at  Oumran,  two  miles 
north  of  Ain  Feshkah,  near  the  northern  end  of  tlie  sea,  and 
supposed,  from  a  similarity  of  name,  to  be  the  site  of  Gomor- 
rah. The  ruins  consist  of  a  rude  wall,  a  small  reservoir  built 
of  unhewn  stone,  and  a  mass  of  indistinguishable  rubbish  of  old 
houses  and  broken  pottery.  The  most  interesting  feature  of 
the  place  is  the  great  number  of  graves  in  the  vicinity,  perliapt 
a  thousand.  And  what  is  more  singular,  the  bodies  all  lie  with 
their  heads  to  the  south ;  so  they  cannot  be  Jewish,  Moliam- 
medan,  or  Christian.  The  tombs  are  about  five  feet  deep,  with  a 
vault  for  tlie  body  at  the  bottom.  The  receptacle  for  the  corpse 
is  built  of  large  sun-dried  bricks  fifteen  indies  long,  eleven  wide, 
and  nine  inches  iliick.  Rough  upright  stones  mark  the  head 
and  feet,  and  tlic  surface  of  the  graves  is  rudely  paved  with  the 
same  material.  No  inscription  or  device  has  yet  been  found  to 
indicate  the  race  or  age  to  which  these  tombs  belong,  and  all 
that  has  been  written  on  the  identity  of  this  place  with  Gomor- 
rah is  hypotheticaL  Of  the  other  cities  destroyed,  Admah  and 
Zeboim,  all  traces  have  long  since  disappeared. 
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The  identity  of  Zoar  is  not  so  difficult,  as  down  to  the  four- 
teenth century  of  our  era  it  was  a  place  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. All  the  fathers  and  historians  of  the  Churcli  locate  it 
south-east  of  the  Dead  Sea,  on  the  road  4eading  from  "  The  Sar 
fieh  "  to  Kerak ;  and  we  find  here,  on  a  spur  of  the  mountain,  six 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  water,  extensive  ruins  tliat 
have  long  been  regarded  as  the  remains  of  the  '^  little  city  "  to 
which  Lot  escaped  when  driven  from  Sodom.  2k>ar  was  made 
an  Episcopal  See  at  an  early  period,  and  its  Bishop  was  present 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Council  of  Chalcedon,  A.  D.  451. 
Being  in  the  province  of  Eerak  and  Ar,  it  must  have  been  south 
of  the  Amon.  It  was  also  one  of  the  five  Cities  of  the  Plain ; 
so  could  not  have  been  where  Dr.  Tristram  locates  it,  on  the 
western  slope  of  Pisgali,  several  thousand  feet  above  the  plain. 
Lot  was  permitted  to  enter  this  city  because  the  mountain  waa 
too  distant  for  him  to  reach.  Why,  then,  locate  it  on  the  mount- 
ain, and  so  far  from  the  scene  of  danger  ? 

Both  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  refer  to  it  among  the  cities  of 
Moab.  It  is  never  mentioned  as  belonging  to  Israel,  but  always 
as  within  the  territory  of  Moab  ;  so  could  not  have  been  north 
of  the  river  Amon,  but  somewhere  very  near  the  site  we  have 
named.  We  might  also  add,  this  situation  can  be  distinctly 
seen  from  the  mountain  east  of  Bethel,  where  Lot  and  his 
undo  Abraham  parted.  Back  of  these  ruins  the  mountain 
rises  abruptly,  and  there  are  numerous  caves  among  the  rocks, 
one  of  which  is  pointed  out  as  the  cave  of  Lot ;  and  a  short 
distance  above  this,  along  the  sea-shore,  is  a  curious  pillar, 
not  of  salt  but  sand-stone,  resembling  very  much  a  female 
with  a  water-jar  in  her  right  hand,  and  a  child  on  her  left 
shoulder,  called  by  the  natives  Bint  Sheik  Lut — the  "  Daughter 
of  Sheik  Lot"    We  confess,  however,  that  little  is  to  be  f oi^nd 
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among  these  shapeless  mins  to  satisfy  the  inquisitiye  mind ;  and 
as  to  the  other  cities,  we  are  f  ally  convinced,  after  the  most  thor- 
ough investigation  of  the  whole  plain,  that  there  is  nothing 
above  ground  by  which  they  can  be  identified  or  their  sites 
determined. 

From  the  topography  of  the  whole  Ghor,  and  the  peculiar 
geological  formations,  such  as  banks  of  water-worn  shingles, 
with  deposits  of  salt  and  sulphur,  there  must  have  been  a  sea 
or  fresh-water  lake  in  this  valley  long  prior  to  the  overthrow 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  behoving 
that  these  cities  were  submerged,  or  that  their  destruction  was 
brought  about  by  any  great  geological  disturbance. 

Among  the  mountains  that  border  the  sea  on  the  east  there 
are  several  craters,  and  other  evidences  of  extinct  volcanoes. 
The  road  leading  north  from  Machserus  down  to  the  Zurka 
Main  runs  over  great  fields  of  lava,  scoria,  and  cinders,  very 
much  like  the  descent  of  Yesuvius.  The  Cities  of  the  Plain 
were,  more  than  likely,  constructed  of  perishable  materialS| 
perhaps  sun-dried  bricks  mixed  with  cut  straw,  like  Damascus 
and  other  places  in  the  East,  as  the  remains  of  such  brick-kilns 
still  exist  on  the  plain  near  ancient  Jericho.  In  the  erection 
of  their  buildings,  bitumen,  which  abounds  in  this  region,  was 
probably  used  instead  of  mortar,  and  the  houses  were  covered, 
as  in  Babylon,  with  a  matting  made  of  rushes  coated  with 
bituminous  slime,  and  supported  by  wooden  beams. 

From  the  Mosaic  account  it  appears  the  cities  were  destroyed, 
not  by  water  but  fire,  very  much  as  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum, 
probably  by  a  shower  of  hot  sulphurous  ashes  from  some  neigh- 
boring volcano,  leaving  no  trace  of  their  sites.  This  would  lit* 
erally  be  a  rain  of  '^  brimstone  and  fire,"  entirely  consuming  the 
combustible  material  of  which  they  were  composed.    And  the 
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niter  thrown  out  bj  the  eruption  would  transform  the  rich  vale 
of  Siddiin  into  the  present  alkali  desert,  and  the  fresh  water 
lake  into  this  briny  sea.  It  also  appears,  as  before  stated,  that 
the  whole  lower  valley  of  the  Jordan  is  nothing  but  a  bed  of 
lava,  indicating  some  such  volcanic  action. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  this  most  remarkable  sea  is, 
that  it  appears  to  be  subsiding  or  growing  less  every  year.  The 
water  lines  on  the  beach,  of  which  there  are  three  distinct  levels, 
clearly  indicate  this ;  and,  what  is  more  strange,  the  bottom 
seems  to  be  receding,  or  falling  out ;  that  is,  the  surface  is  sink- 
ing lower,  and  the  sea  becoming  deeper.  When  Lieut.  Lynch 
made  his  survey  in  1848,  there  were  but  three  fathoms  at  the 
ford  opposite  the  Lisan,  and  many  old  Arabs  say  they  could 
easily  ride  across  on  tlieir  camels  when  they  were  boys.  Now 
there  is  not  less  than  thirty  or  forty  feet  of  water  at  the  lowest 
point  where  once  it  was  fordable,  and  yet  the  shore  line  is 
lower  than  it  waa  then.  At  another  place  a  portion  that  was 
frequently  dry  ten  years  ago  is  now  completely  submerged. 
This  is  true  of  all  south  of  the  peninsula ;  instead  of  filling  up 
with  the  debris  washed  down  from  the  neighboring  hills  by  a 
hundred  mountain  torrents,  it  is  actually  growing  deeper.  We 
have  no  explanation  of  this  phenomenon,  unless  on  the  suppo 
sition  that  the  prevailing  winds  being  from  the  south  and  west, 
a  current  is  created  which  carries  the  sediment  from  tlie  shal- 
low portion  at  the  lower  end  into  the  almost  fathomless  depthi 
farther  north.  This,  however,  would  not  explain  the  settling 
of  the  surface,  which  perhaps  could  be  accounted  for  by 
increased  evaporation. 

The  Bedouins  call  this  lake,  Bahr  Lut— the  "  Sea  of  Lot"— 
and  all  traditions  among  these  tribes  touching  this  locality, 
together  with  the  sea  and  all  its  surroundings,  fully  coiroborate 
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the  inspired  record.  The  Scriptures  are  so  legibly  written 
along  the  desolate  sliores  of  this  desolate  sea,  that  a  person 
Tisiting  this  region  who  had  never  heard  of  the  destruction  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  would  infer  from  the  sterility  and  death- 
like solitude  which  prevail,  that  notliiug  but  some  great  judg- 
ment from  the  Almighty  could  ever  have  produced  such  ntter 
desolation.  We  find  liere  "a  waste  land  that  sinokcth,  and  a 
fruitful  land  turned  into  saltness  for  the  wickedness  of  them 
that  dwelt  therein ; "  *  so  that  ^^  no  man  shall  abide  there,  nei- 
ther shall  a  son  of  man  dwell  in  it;  and  the  stranger  tliat  shall 
come  from  a  far  land  shall  say,  .  .  .  Wliercfore  hath  the  Lord 
done  thus  unto  this  land  ?  Wliat  mcaneth  the  heat  of  this 
great  anger )  .  .  .  The  whole  land  is  brimstone,  and  salt,  and 
burning.""  Lieutenant  Lynch,  in  his  report  upon  this  region^ 
says:  "We  entered  upon  this  sea  with  contlicting  opinions. 
One  of  our  party  was  skeptical,  and  another  a  professed  unbe- 
liever. After  twenty-two  days'  close  investigation,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  we  are  unanimous  in  the  conviction  of  the  truth 
of  the  Scripture  account  of  the  destniction  of  the  Cities  of  the 
Plain.  And  this  conclusion  I  record  as  a  protest  against  the 
shallow  deduction  of  those  who  would  be  unbelievers." 

In  summer,  at  this  great  depth  below  the  ocean,  and  walled 
in  by  mountains  four  thousand  feet  high,  the  atmosphere  is 
very  hot  and  sultry.  The  average  temperature  on  the  shores  of 
this  sea  for  the  tiret  ten  days  in  June,  1877,  was  one  hundred 
and  four  degrees  in  the  shade ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  this  heat 
deleterious  to  health.  In  winter,  however,  the  climate  is  per- 
fectly delightful — no  frost,  miasma,  or  chilling  winds,  but  a 
salubrious,  invigorating,  almost  intoxicating  atmosphere.  Here 
you  can  "  run  and  not  weary,"  climb  the  highest  moantainik 

'  Plalm  ot!1,  S4  ;  Jeremiah  xUz,  IS.  *  Deuteronomy  ixix,  tS,  24. 
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without  any  sense  of  fatigue,  and  breathe  freely  with  one  lung, 
or  half  a  lung.  The  effect  of  the  bracing  air  is  really  wonder- 
ful You  feel  as  though  you  could  ''  run  through  a  troop,  or 
leap  over  a  wall."  Bathing  here  is  delicious.  You  have  also 
the  choice  of  hot  or  cold  baths,  in  fresh,  salt,  or  sulphur  fount- 
ains along  the  shore. 

The  waters  of  the  sea  have  not  that  dull,  leaden  appearance 
described  by  some  travelers,  but  are  as  clear  as  Lake  George, 
sometimes  of  a  greenish  tint,  and  often  look  as  blue  as  the 
Meditenunean.  And  the  purple  tint  of  the  mountains  in  the 
rays  of  the  setting  sun,  reflected  from  a  sky  of  unequaled 
beauty,  are  often  gorgeous.  As  Mr.  Palmer  remarks,  "The 
coloring  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  its  neighborhood,  when  the 
atmosphere  is  clear,  is  simply  magnificent." 

Instead  of  the  exhalations  from  the  sea  being  injurious,  as 
has  been  supposed,  they  seem  to  sharpen  the  appetite,  quicken 
the  intellect,  and  impart  new  life  to  the  whole  physical  systeuL 
As  it  seldom  rains  in  the  Ohor,  the  days  are  generally  bright 
and  cheerful,  the  nights  dry  and  balmy,  lulling  the  weary  into 
refreshing  slumbers,  from  which  they  awake  "  rejoicing  as  a 
strong  man  to  run  a  race." 

A  steamer  on  this  sea  for  excursions,  and  a  good  hotel  near 
its  shores,  would  make  this  a  most  charming  winter  resort  fot 
invalids,  nature's  own  sanitarium  for  suffering  mortals. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

FORTRESS  OF  liASADA  AND  CLIFF  OF  ZDS. 

Lift  Stronghold  of  Uie  Jews— Great  Strength  of  the  FortreM— Tngie  End  of  the 
OarriBon— The  Silence  of  Death— Engedi— Cliff  of  Zii— Booki  of  the  WOd 

Goats — Burning  Boeh— Stones  of  Witness. 

PERCUED,  like  an  eagle's  neet,  on  one  of  the  boldest  difib 
along  the  western  shores  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  overlooking 
a  scene  of  natural  desolation  xineqnaled  on  the  globe,  is  the  re* 
nowned  fortress  of  Masada,  the  last  stronghold  taken  by  the 
Bomans  in  the  conquest  of  Palestine. 

This  celebrated  fortress  was  erected  by  Jonathan  Maccabseus, 
about  the  year  160  B.  C,  but  afterward  enlarged  and  greatly 
strengthened  by  Herod  the  Great,  who  surrounded  it  with  walls 
and  towers  of  great  strength,  and  supplied  it  with  stores  and 
arms  for  ten  thousand  men,  designing  it  as  a  place  of  refuge 
for  himself  in  case  of  rebellion  among  the  Jews,  or  Cleopatra 
transferring  his  kingdom  to  Mark  Antony,  of  which  the  queen 
of  Egypt  had  given  some  intimations. 

Joscphus  describes  the  castle  and  fortress  as  ^^  built  on  a  rock 
prodigiously  craggy,  and  inaccessible  enough  to  strike  the  stout- 
est man  living  with  horror." '  All  which  we  found  to  be  strict- 
ly true ;  the  rock  rising  almost  perpendicularly  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  sea,  and  separated  from 
the  moxmtain  range  by  deep  chasms  apparently  impassable.  A 
roimd  tower  with  double  walls,  and  other  extensive  ruins  on  a 
detached  ledge  to  the  north — ^probably  the  ^^  beautiful  and 
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richly  garnished  "  palace  of  Herod,  where  his  wife,  the  qnecnly 
and  matchlesB  Mariamna,  was  craeUy  imprisoned  before  lu-r 
death,  are  entirely  inaccessible,  the  secret  passage  from  tln- 
palace  to  the  citadel  being  still  nndiscovered. 

Almost  the  only  approach  to  this  aerial  fortress  was  by  a  ser- 
pentine path  called  the  "  Snake,"  so  narrow  and  difficnlt  that  to 
slip  or  make  a  misstep  was  certain  death  to  the  bold  intmdcr. 
Even  this  perilous  path  was  so  guarded  by  strong  towers  as  to 
render  the  place  next  to  impregnable.  One  hour  of  climbing, 
falling,  and  sweating  under  the  scorching  rays  of  the  noonday 
sun,  brought  us  to  the  great  causeway  thrown  up  by  the  Eo- 
mans  from  the  mountain  in  the  rear,  to  the  isolated  castie  in 
front,  over  which  we  easily  passed,  and  soon  gained  the  es- 
planade of  the  fortress,  a  platform  about  one  mile  in  circumf or 
ence. 

The  view  from  this  lofty  position  was  magnificentiy  wild 
and  drear.  The  whole  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  all  trans-Jordanic 
Palestine,  with  the  Jordan  Valley  to  the  north,  and  the  great 
Salt  Plain  to  the  south,  were  spread  out  before  us.  The  breast- 
works and  other  fortifications  constructed  by  the  Bomans  when 
they  laid  siege  to  this  stronghold,  nearly  two  thousand  years 
ago,  may  still  be  distinctly  traced  on  the  plain  below  and  iip 
the  mountain  side,  in  some  instances  looking  as  if  vacated  but 
yesterday. 

Of  Masada  litUe  remains.  There  was  only  one  gate-way  to 
the  fortress,  which  still  stands  almost  perfect,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing entered  through  a  breach  to  the  north  of  it;  but  the  wall 
and  towers  on  the  summit  have  all  been  toppled  over.  Tlie 
ruin  of  a  synagogue,  with  tessellated  floors,  near  the  center  (»f 
the  platform,  is  in  good  preservation,  and  undoubtedly  is  tlie 
oldest  one  in  existence — a  cut  of  which  we  insert  as  sketched 
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by  Dr.  Ridgaway  on  the  spot.  Much  broken  pottery  and  ghat 
-X)vered  tlie  ground.  Several  rock-hewn  cisterns  and  iiatnrii 
.aves  are  within  the  inclosure,  and  the  remains  of  many  large 
buildings  may  still  be  seen.  The  mountain  near  the  top  is 
pierced  with  numerous  galleries,  one  above  another,  running 
along  the  face  with  loop-holes  for  the  archers.  We  counted 
four  tiei-s  of  embrasures  facing  the  iioitli,  with  paiiipet  walls  in 
front  and  piissage  wavs  from  one  to  another  cut  in  the  solid 
rock,  and  flanked  by  strong  towers  at  tlie  angles.  The  position, 
naturally  strong,  was  rendered  doubly  so  by  art ;  gallery  above 
gallerv,  turret  on  turret,  and  fortress  witliin  fortress  I 


After  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  Ilerodium,  and  Machsenis,  Fla- 
vins Silva,  now  in  command  of  the  Roman  anny,  led  all  his 
forces  against  Masada,  the  last  important  post  held  by  the  Jews. 
The  place  was  defended  by  the  Siearii,  a  class  of  Jewish  des- 
peradoes, or  freebooters,  whose  only  bond  of  union  was  their 
hostility  to  the  Eomans.  They  were  under  the  command  oi 
£leazar,  a  man  of  great  bravery  and  influence  among  his  fol 
lowers,  and  were  prepared  to  make  a  most  desperate  resipt- 
uice. 

Silva  first  seized  a  high  projecting  rock  called  "the  lance," 
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iininodiatelj  in  the  rear  of  the  fortress,  from  which  he  raised 
a  causeway  over  against  the  outer  ramparts  of  the  citadel  by 
tilling  up  a  deep  ravine,  thus  enabling  his  engines  of  war  to 
play  upon  the  walk.  He  also  constructed  a  tower  sixty  cubits 
high,  plated  with  iron,  from  wldch  scorpions  and  firebrands 
were  hurled  against  the  doomed  garrison. 

Those  within  long  and  stubbornly  resisted  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  to  scale  their  works,  but  when  they  saw 
their  massive  walls  crumble  beneath  the  ponderous  strokes  of 
immense  battering-rams,  and  their  wooden  defenses  swept  away 
by  the  devouring  flames  maddened  by  a  furious  wind,  they 
gave  up  all  as  lost,  and  prepared  like  men  to  meet  their  fate. 

The  Bomans  having  carried  the  outer  walls  after  a  long,  des- 
perate struggle,  were  preparing  to  storm  the  citadel  as  night 
dropped  her  curtain  upon  the  bloody  scone,  and  they  retired  to 
their  quarters,  expecting  on  the  morrow  to  return,  complete 
their  work,  and  gather  their  spoils,  little  dreaming  of  the  blood} 
tragedy  to  be  enacted  within  the  fortress  during  that  night  oi 
horrors. 

Eleazar,  despairing  of  any  help  from  without,  determined 
-never  to  surrender  to  his  sworn  enemies ;  and,  conscious  of  his 
-own  inability  to  hold  out  longer,  called  a  council  of  war ;  set 
before  his  comrades  the  hopelessness  of  a  further  resistance ; 
told  them  of  the  disgrace  and  sufferings  that  awaited  them  if 
they  capitulated ;  related  the  wrongs  the  Ilomans  had  inflicted 
ai])on  their  nation ;  then  appealed  to  their  religious  convictions, 
:6howing  how  noble  it  would  be  to  die  as  martyrs  for  their  God, 
■and  proposed  that  all  their  wealth  be  gathered  into  the  castle 
and  destroyed  by  fire ;  that  each  husband  murder  his  own  wife 
HiiJ  children ;  that  ten  men  be  selected  by  lot  to  slaughter  the 
rust,  and  finally  one  from  the  ten  to  complete  the  work  of  death 
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by  the  suicide  of  himself,  after  all  his  brethren  were  dead. 
The  Sicarii,  ever  ready  to  obey  their  leader,  at  once  accepted 
the  proposal.  Tiieir  vast  troasnres  were  soon  given  to  the 
flames.  Infatuated  husbands  and  fathers  first  affectionately 
embraced,  then  murdered  their  own  wives  and  ofbpring.  The 
men  chosen  to  slay  their  fellow-soldiers  did  faithfully  their 
work.  Throughout  the  fortress  during  that  night  of  bloody 
the  cry  of  death  was  every-whero  heard,  and  when  the  iiioming 
dawned  nine  hundred  and  sixty  victims  lay  dead  upon  the 
ground.  Two  women  and  five  children  who  concealed  them- 
selves in  a  cave  were  all  that  survived  to  tell  the  tale  of  woe. 

In  the  morning  the  Bomans  entered,  but  found  death  and 
destruction  had  gone  before,  leaving  them  an  cm])ty  victory 
after  their  long  siege.  Thus  the  prophecy  was  fulfilled,  "  Be- 
hold your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate." 

Two  hours  north  of  Masada  is  Engcdi,  the  site  of  ancient 
Hazezon-tamar,  a  city  of  the  Amorites  older  than  Sodom  or 
Gtomorrah.  It  was  not  far  from  here,  in  the  "  Vale  of  Siddim,** 
perhaps  near  the  slime-pits  a  few  miles  south  of  tliis,  that  the 
kings  of  Mesopotamia  defeated  the  five  kings  of  the' cities  of 
the  plain,  carrjnng  off  Lot  among  their  prisoners,  who  was  aft- 
erward rescued  by  his  uncle,  Abraham. 

About  four  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  the  celebrated 
^^  Fountain  of  the  Kid,"  that  gives  its  name  to  the  place, 
gushes  from  the  mountain  side,  distributing  its  warm,  sweet 
waters  through  a  thousand  channels  over  the  fields  below, 
changing  the  arid  desert  into  a  blooming  garden,  fragrant  with 
tropical  fiowers  and  fruits. 

"The  Wilderness  of  Engedi,"  where  David  found  a  hiding- 
place  from  Saul,  is  a  desolate  tract  of  country  lying  directly 
west  of  this ;  and  it  was  here,  in  one  of  the  numerous  cavi'is 
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among  "  tlie  rocks  of  the  wiid  go»>ts,"'  probably  AduUain,  that 
the  Bon  of  Jeese  cut  ofE  the  ekirt  of  the  king's  robe. 

This  is  Btill  the  highway  and  usual  route  between  Moab  aiu' 
Western  Palestine,  The  road  winds  round  the  southern  end  ol 
the  sea,  up  its  western  shore,  thence  by  the  "  Cliff  of  Ziz  "  to 
Hebron  or  Jerusalem.     Kothiiig  could  be  luoit;  frightful  than 


crossing  this  mountain  pass;  several  times  we  had  to  unload 
our  poor  mules,  and  with  ropes  help  them  up  the  acclivity. 
At  some  points  afi  we  looked  ahead  it  seemed  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  man  or  beast  to  scale  such  rocks ;  but  after  three  hours 
of  hard  climbing  we  accomplished  without  serious  accident  the 
renowned  passage  of  the  "  Cliff  of  Ziz." 
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While  encamped  at  Engedi  some  Arabs  brought  in  a  ^^  wild 
goat "  they  had  just  killed  among  the  rocks,  showing  that  t  his 
animal  is  still  found  in  the  neighborhood.  We  also  had  here 
a  tine  exhibition  of  the  "Burning  Bush."  There  is  a  tree 
peculiar  to  this  region,  and  which,  when  cut  down  or  djing 
naturally,  sends  forth  numerous  branches  or  parasites  from 
near  the  ground,  forming  a  thick  cluster  of  bushes  large  as  a 
shock  of  com.  At  night  the  natives,  to  light  up  their  camp, 
set  fire  to  the  dry  stump  in  the  center,  and  the  flames  slowly 
spread  to  the  green  twigs  until  the  whole  is  ablaze  and  grad- 
ually consumed.  A  single  brush  heap  will  bum  for  seyeral 
hours,  and  in  the  darkness  looks  beautiful.  It  was  thus  the 
Almighty  manifested  himself  to  his  servant  Moses  on  Horeb, 
only  in  that  instance  the  bush  was  not  consumed,  symbolizing 
Gt)d's  care  for  his  people  amid  the  fiery  trials  of  earth. 

We  observed  also  a  beautiful  custom  among  the  Arabs  of 
commemorating  every  important  event,  and  marking  every 
prominent  point,  by  setting  up  memorial  stones,  as  Samuel 
raised  his  Ebenezer  at  Mizpch ;  and  every  good  Christian  or 
Mussulman,  in  passing  these  memorials,  is  expected  to  add 
thereto  his  "  stone  of  witness."  These  Ebenezers  you  will  find 
on  almost  every  high  place  in  Palestine,  and  scarcely  a  pilgrim 
visits  the  Holy  Land  without  commemorating  the  event  by 
setting  up  a  stone  in  acknowledgment  of  God's  goodness  and 
protection. 

On  a  spur  of  the  mountain,  about  midway  between  Engedi 
and  Jebel  XJsdum,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  Mount  Hor  and 
the  tomb  of  Aaron  far  away  to  the  south,  there  is  an  inmiense 
pile  of  witness  stones,  the  accumulation  of  ages,  and  every  year 
growing  larger,  as  every  Bedouin  and  traveler  passing  that  way 
contributes  ^m'^  stone  to  the  heap.    Having  a  great  reverence 
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for  the  memory  of  Aaron,  we,  of  course,  added  our  testimony 
to  the  couQtlese  multitude  of  witnesses,  then  resumed  our 
journey,  bidding  adieu  to  the  Valley  of  the  Dead  Sea.  Even 
passing  travelers  thus  adopt  the  peculiar  customs  of  Palestine ; 
and  so  fully  do  all  these  regions  claim  our  veneration — by  his- 
torical ruins  and  by  traditional  sites ;  by  inspired  records  and 
by  Mohammedan  legends ;  and  especially  by  an  indescribable 
antique  and  oriental  quality  pervading  every  sight  and  sound 
and  feeling — that,  in  spite  of  ourselves,  we  are  transported  to 
other  days,  and  in  fancy  live  again  the  lives  of  patriarchs  and 
judges,  of  prophets  and  monarchs,  of  Christian  disciples  and 
knightly  crusaders. 


Fartliing-T"v  Mile. 


PART  111. 

TRANS-JORDANIC  PALESTINE 

*•  And  MoBes  gave  unto  the  children  of  Gad,  and  to  the  ohfldren  of  Reuben,  and 
ante  half  the  tribe  of  Manaaaeh  the  son  of  Joseph,  the  kingdom  of  Sihon  king  of 
the  Amoritea,  and  the  kingdom  of  Og  king  of  Baahan,  the  land,  with  the  dtiei 
ther«K>f,  from  the  river  Amon  unto  Mount  Hermon,  and  all  tho  pliln  on  the  east** 
Knm.  xxzii,  88 ;  Joah*  xil,  1. 


CHAPTER  L 


THE  LAND  OF   MOAB. 


Bcjood  Jordan — Rich,  unexplored  Region — First  settled  by  the  DeecendanM  of 
Lot — Conquered  by  Mosee— Given  to  Reuben,  Gad,  and  Manaaseh— Kow  orer- 
rnn  by  the  wild  Sons  of  lahmael — Oastle  of  Eerak— -Fortress  of  Ifachsrus. 

DIRECTLY  oast  of  Jemsalcm,  beyond  the  Jordan,  and  over- 
looking tlie  whole  of  western  Palestine,  is  the  almost  un- 
known and  unexplored  region  generally  known  as  Persea — tlie 
land  beyond ;  a  vast  tract  of  high  rolling  table-land  lying  at 
least  four  thousand  feet  above  the  valley  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and 
extending  eastward  to  the  great  Desert  which  stretches  away 
to  the  Euphrates. 

This  portion  of  Syria,  from  south  of  the  Dead  Sea  to  Mount 
Hcrmon,  usually  referred  to  in  Jewish  history  as  the  land  of 
Moab,  Gilead,  and  Bashan,  was  first  permanently  settled  by  the 
Moabites  and  Ammonites,  the  descendants  of  Lot^s  two  sons, 
Moab  and  Ben-ammi.'  It  was  among  the  first  countries  con- 
quered by  the  Israelites,  and,  on  account  of  its  ricli  pasturage, 
given  to  Reuben,  Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manassch  as  their 
inheritance,  because  ^^  they  had  much  cattle." '  In  the  eighth 
century  B.  C.  this  country  was  invaded  by  the  Assyrians,  and 
these  tribes  were  carried  away  captives  into  Assyria.'  And 
from  that  period  down  to  our  era  the  land  was  successively  oc- 
cupied by  tiic  Assyrians,  Greeks,  and  Romans,  the  remains  of 
whose  wealth  and  power  may  still  be  seen  in  the  magnificent 
ruins  found  scattered  all  over  this  part  of  Palestine.    No  dis- 

■  Genesis  xix,  87.        *  Deuteronomy  iii,  19.        *  1  Chronicles  ▼,  2S. 
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trict  of  eqnal  extent  on  the  face  of  the  earth  can  fnmiah  sach 
remarkable  remains  of  ancient  races. 

After  the  fall  of  the  Boman  empire,  the  wild  sons  of  Isli 
mael  from  the  Arabian  Desert  overran  the  country,  and  to  the 
present  have  retained  their  possession.    So  that  for  centuries 
this  whole  territory,  including  Edom,  so  intimately  connected 
with  Jewish  history,  has  been  inaccessible  to  travelers. 

The  Bedouins  who  occupy  this  land  are  a  warlike,  lawless, 
independent  race,  very  much  like  our  North  American  Indians. 
They  have  no  permanent  settlements — ^have  never  submitted  to 
Turkish  rule,  pay  tribute  to  no  king — ^lead  a  nomadic  life, 
dwelling  in  tents,  and  roaming  from  place  to  place  as  necessity 
may  require,  the  most  independent  people  in  the  world.  The 
men  pride  themselves  in  being  warriors,  and  are  generally  seen 
mounted  on  splendid  Arab  mares.  You  never  see  a  Bedouin 
chieftain  riding  a  horse.  The  women  do  all  the  drudgery,  and 
are  treated  as  mere  slaves.  The  principal  occupation  of  these 
tribes  is  plunder;  their  religion,  Mohammedan,  with  the  sim- 
ple creed,  Love  Allah,  kill  your  neighbor,  and  pray  with  the 
face  toward  Mecca  five  times  a  day.  Owing  to  their  preda- 
tory character,  their  greed  for  backsheesh,  and  great  hatred  for 
Christians,  this  interesting  field,  which,  without  doubt,  contains 
the  oldest  monuments  of  man,  remains  almost  unexplored. 

It  is  only  within  a  few  years  that  foreigners,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, ha\e  been  allowed  to  enter  this  "no  man's  land,'' 
iis  it  is  called.  In  company  with  Dr.  James  Strong  and  his 
party,  under  the  American  flag,  with  a  firman  from  the  Sultan, 
and  letters  from  the  Pasha  of  the  Belka,  by  paying  liberal 
tribute  we  made  our  first  tour  of  this  disputed  territory  in  the 
ppring  of  1874. 

No  portion  of  the  United  States  is  richer  than  this  higb 
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plateau,  containing  several  thoiiBand  square  miles  of  well  watered, 
fertile  land,  covered  with  flocks  and  herds,  and  black  with 
Bedouin  tents.  The  soil  is  a  rich  limestone  loam,  capable  of 
supporting  an  immense  population,  and  of  growing  almost  any 
thing,  reminding  one  very  much  of  the  rich  rolling  prairies  of 
the  Western  States. 

The  central  portion  of  this  region  is  known  among  the  na- 
tives as  the  Bclka,  and  from  its  natural  productiveness,  its  salu- 
brious climate,  and  the  grand  outlook  from  the  loftj  mountains, 
taking  in  the  whole  of  the  Land  of  Promise  from  ^'  Dan  to 
Beer-sheba,"  and  "from  the  Jordan  to  the  uttermost  sea,"  with 
Jerusalem,  "  the  city  of  God,"  as  the  central  figure,  probably 
suggested  to  Isaiah  his  imagery  of  the  Land  of  Bculah,  wliich 
Bunyan  has  so  beautifully  woven  into  allegory,  illustrating  the 
repose  experienced  by  the  Christian  warrior  after  having  over- 
come the  world,  and  the  joy  which  enraptures  his  soul,  when, 
with  the  heavenly  Canaan  and  the  Celestial  City  in  view,  he 
descends  into  the  sliadowy  valley  of  death,  crosses  in  safety 
the  Jordan,  and  passes  triumphantly  home. 

The  Land  of  Moab  included  the  southern  part  of  this  terri- 
tory from  Edom  to  the  Mountains  of  Gilcad,  a  vast,  almost  un- 
broken plateau  of  the  richest  soil,  capable  of  sustaining  a  dense 
population.  When  first  conquered  by  the  Israelites,  Moses 
took  among  other  spoils  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
sheep,  and  seventy-two  thousand  beeves ;  and  after  it  became 
tributary  to  Israel  we  find  the  king  of  Moab  paying  as  a  rev- 
enue to  the  king  of  Israel  two  hundred  thousand  lambs  and 
rams.*  These  figures  do  not  astonish  us  after  seeing  the 
natural  productiveness  of  the  country,  and  the  numerous  ruins 
that  almost  literally  cover  its  surface. 

1  2  Kings  Ui,  4. 
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Some  of  these  ruins,  as  of  Kabbah  Amnion,  are  immense ; 
hundreds  of  beautiful  gi-anite  and  marble  columns  strew  the 
ground,  some  of  them  sixty  feet  long  and  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  in  circumference.  One  very  unique  building  near  the 
river  must  liave  been  designed  for  ii  tomb ;  or,  perhaps,  was 
the  repository  of  tlie  "  iron  bedstead  " '  of  Og,  the  giant  king  of 
Bashau.    Tiie  gate-way  on  the  nortli,  before  which  Uriah  proba- 


bly fell,  is  a  wonderful  piece  of  workniaiit^liip.  iind  of  itself 
would  repay  a  trip  from  America  to  rice.  Tliis  city  must  have 
been  destroyed  by  an  eartiicpiakc,  as  the  columns  generally  lie 
in  one  direction,  as  if  prostrated  at  tlie  same  moment  by  some 
Budden  shock  or  upheaval  of  the  earth.  We  saw  many  camels 
feeding  among  the  niins,  literally  fulfilling  the  prediction  of 
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Ezeldel,  ^  I  will  make  Babbah  a  stable  for  camels."  *  Of  Hesh- 
bon,  the  royal  dtj  of  Sihon,  king  of  the  Amorites,  but  little  re- 
mams.  Her  famous  fish-pools  are  in  nuns;  her  walls  lie  in 
the  dnst ;  and  in  looking  over  her  waste  places  one  is  ready  to 
adopt  the  plaintive  language  of  Isaiah,  "  I  will  water  thee  with 
my  tears,  O  Heshbon."  *  Near  Babbath-Moab  we  fonnd  the 
remains  of  a  large  temple,  facing  the  east,  with  portico  in  front, 
and  many  broken  pillars,  and  richly  carved  capitals,  and  frag- 
ments of  cornice  lying  around.  Among  the  rubbish  were  sev- 
eral sculptured  figures  of  lions  and  other  animals,  and  on  the 
end  of  a  stone  two  feet  square  and  four  feet  long  was  carved 
the  head  of  a  woman  in  alto  relievo.  The  hair  was  parted  in 
the  center,  and  hung  in  ringlets  over  the  sides  of  the  face,  rest- 
ing gracefully  on  the  shoulders.  There  seemed  to  be  a  crescent 
supporting  the  figure,  with  rays  of  light  radiating  from  the 
head.  The  features  were  youthful  and  intellectual;  and,  I 
have  no  doubt,  the  image  belonged  to  the  temple  close  by,  and 
was  designed  to  represent  Ashtaroth,  the  queen  of  heaven  and 
consort  of  Baal,  the  favorite  goddess  of  the  old  Phoenicians, 
whose  first  settlements,  long  anterior  to  the  founding  of  Tyre 
or  Sidon,  were  east  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  in  this  immediate 
neighborhood. 

Kabbath-Moab,  the  Areopolis  of  the  GreekS|  became  the 
capital  of  Moab  after  the  Amorites  took  possession  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  territory  lying  north  of  the  river  Amon ;  and  after 
the  fall  of  Petra  it  was  made  the  metropolis  of  Palestina  Tertia. 
The  place  is  now,  and  has  been  for  centuries,  entirely  deserted. 
The  old  Soman  road  from  Petra,  running  north,  passes  through 
it,  along  which  may  still  be  seen  some  of  the  mile-stones  giving 
the  distance  in  Boman  numerals  to  unknown  places.    Many  of 

>  Bxekiel  xzr,  6.  ■  Iiaiah  xr,  9. 
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tlie  BtreetB  are  dearly  defined.  The  gatc-waya  are  plainly 
marked.  Some  beantif  nl  colmnna  are  still  standing,  and  half 
buried  in  rabbiah  are  the  remains  of  tomb6|  temples,  theaters, 
and  other  edifioes,  showing  the  extent  and  grandeur  of  the  dty 
that  was  ^'  laid  waste  and  brought  to  sQenoe  in  a  night." ' 

^^The  road  to  the  Amon,"  along  whidi  the  diildren  of  Israel 
must  hare  traveled  when  they  came  np  out  of  Egypt,  may  still 
be  traced  from  here  to  the  ^'ci^  in  the  midst  of  the  river,"' 
and  in  places  tho  rats  may  still  be  seen,  worn  by  chariot  wheels 
in  its  solid  bed.  Wady  Mojib,  throngh  which  the  Amon  flows, 
formed  the  southern  boundary  of  transJordanic  Palestine  and 
the  northern  bonndaiy  of  Moab  after  the  conquest  of  the  conn- 
tiy  by  the  Israelites — a  natural  barrier,  standing  like  a  wall  of 
iron  two  thousand  feet  high  between  the  two  nations.  The 
passage  of  this  chasm  was  truly  frightful.  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  we  succeeded  in  getting  down  to  the  river,  as  in  places 
the  blufiEs  were  almost  perpendicular ;  and  the  only  way  we 
could  make  tho  ascent  was  by  a  rigzag  path  through  clefts  in 
the  rocks.  Sometimes  it  appeared  like  going  up  a  winding 
staircase,  and  in  a  few  instances  we  had  to  dismount,  and  were 
drawn  up  by  holding  on  to  our  horses'  tails. 

A  few  miles  south  of  andent  Ar  is  the  renowned  fortress 
and  dty  of  Kerak,  the  Kir-hareseth  of  the  Bible,'  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  ruins  in  the  world. 

As  the  name  signifies,  this  is  emphatically  a  dty  on  a  hill, 
being  situated  on  a  towering  rock  at  least  one  thousand  feet 
above  the  surrounding  valleys,  and  four  thousand  three  hun 
dred  and  ninety  feet  above  the  Dead  Sea  at  its  base.  And 
yet  even  this  elevated  platform  is  commanded  by  the  neigh- 
boring hdghts,  which  inclose  it  on  all  sides  except  the  wes* 

ilaaiihzT,  1.  «Jod»imxffi,9.  •Iniihzrl.l 
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On  these  heights  the  armies  of  Israel  were  encamped  whrn 
«« the  slingers  went  about  it  and  smote  it."  *  Katnrallj  a  8t  nfua 
IXNUtion,  it  was  rendered  by  art  ahnost  impregnable.  Forn lur iy , 
the  only  entrances  were  through  two  dark,  crooked  tunuels  cut 
out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  commanded  by  fortifications  of  groat 
strength.  Even  the  citadel  was  so  isolated  from  the  city  by  a 
deep,  wide  fosse  that  an  enemy  in  possession  of  either  poet 
could  not  occupy  the  other.  These  fortifications  are  of  three 
distinct  periods.  The  most  ancient  belongs  to  the  Jewish,  the 
,next  to  the  Koman,  and  the  third  to  the  time  of  the  Crusaders. 
It  was  here  that  Raynald  of  Ohatillon,  when  Lord  of  Kerak, 
feeling  secure  in  the  possession  of  this  stronghold,  defied  the 
authority  of  Baldwin,  King  of  Jerusalem,  broke  the  treaty 
with  Saladin,  and  by  his  rashness  brought  on  the  battle  of 
Hattin,  that  resulted  in  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  and  expulsion  of 
the  Orusadors  from  Palestine. 

The  platform  on  which  the  city  is  built  is  about  two  miles  in 
circumference,  and  has  been  surrounded  by  a  high,  strong  wall 
resting  on  the  natural  rock,  which  was  either  scarped  down  or 
smoothly  faced,  rendering  it  insurmountable  from  without. 

These  defenses  are,  in  many  places,  in  ruins,  it  being  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Turkish  Government  to  weaken  the  position  as  much 
as  possible.  A  year  or  two  since  a  Turkish  garrison  was  sent 
here,  but  the  natives  refused  to  tolerate  it,  and  drove  the  sol- 
diers out  of  the  citadel  and  back  to  Damascus. 

The  two  principal  positions  of  strength  are  the  castle  and 
citadel.  The  former  was  built  by  Bybars,  King  of  Egypt,  about 
A.  D.  1363.  This  fortress  fronts  to  the  north-west  The  lower 
sections  of  the  walls  are  twenty-seven  feet  thick,  casemated, 
and  the  whole  flanked  by  two  lofty  square  towers  with  loop- 

>  S  King!  iii,  26. 
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holes  for  the  archen.    The  other  stronghold  is  the  great  citadel 
on  the  southern  angle  of  the  wall,  an  immense  fortress,  perhaps 
one  thousand  feet  long,  by  half  that  distance  wide,  and  from 
eight  to  ten  stories  high.    Portions  of  this  citadel  belong  to  a 
very  early  period,  but  it  was  greatly  strengthened  and  enlarged 
by  Baynald  and  Oodfrey  of  Boulogne,  in  the  twelfth  century. 
Taken  altogether,  this  is  the  grandest  ruin  in  Moab,  and  the 
greatest  monument  the  Omsaders  have  left  of  their  energy  and 
power.    The  walls  are  of  incredible  thickness,  and  of  the  most 
massiye  masoniy — ^vaults,  arches,  galleries,  rising  one  above 
another  to  a  bewildering  height,  and  pierced  by  innumerable 
loop-holes.    In  the  center  are  the  remains  of  a  large  Christian 
church,  with  vaulted  ceiling,  once  frescoed.    Some  of  the  paint- 
ings may  still  be  faintly  traced — one,  the  head  of  some  saint 
with  a  corona,  is  quite  distinct   A  secret  gallery  cut  through  the 
solid  rock  connectod  the  citadel  with  the  castle.    Somewhere  on 
this  high  altar,  perhaps  on  the  esplanade  where  our  tents  are 
pitched  and  the  American  flag  is  waving,  thirty  centuries  ago  one 
of  the  most  tragic  scenes  in  our  world's  history  was  witnessed. 
The  kings  of  Israel,  Judah,  and  Edom,  made  war  against  Moab. 
They  laid  waste  the  whole  land,  and  drove  the  Moabites  with 
iheir  king  into  this  strong  position,  laying  siege  to  the  citadel 
The  battle  became  too  sore  for  the  King  of  Moab,  and  as  a  f or- 
iom  hope,  with  seven  hundred  men  he  undertook  to  cut  his  way 
^ut  of  his  beleaguered  castle,  but  in  this  he  failed.    Then,  in 
^his  desperation,  that  he  might  fire  his  own  army  with  increased 
:ardor,  and  show  to  the  enemy  his  determination  to  sacrifioe 
levery  thing  before  surrendering,  ^'  he  took  his  eldest  son,  who 
ehould  have  reigned  in  his  stead,  and  offered  himior  a  burnt 
offering  upon  the  wall,'' '  probably  in  full  view  of  both  armies ; 
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rousing  among  bis  soldiers  such  a  feeling  of  indignation  against 
Israel  as  to  cause  the  allies  to  raise  the  siege  at  once,  ^^  and  re- 
turn to  their  own  land." 

The  Kerak  Arabs  are  among  the  most  treacherous  and  dan* 
gerous  tribes  east  of  the  Jordan.  We  were  the  first  Americans 
to  pass  through  their  territory,  and  on  several  occasions  appre- 
hended the  most  serious  results,  but  by  paying  liberal  back- 
sheesh, with  due  prudence  and  firmness,  managed  to  escape 
with  our  lives. 

But  the  place  of  greatest  interest  to  the  Christian  in  all  this 
land,  so  remarkable  for  its  wonders,  is  the  lonely  fortress  and 
castle  of  Machserus,  mentioned  by  both  Pliny  and  Strabo  as 
among  the  strongest  fortifications  of  the  Jews,  and  where  John 
the  Baptist  was  imprisoned  and  beheaded.  About  midway  be- 
tween Wady  Zerka  on  the  north  and  the  Biver  Amon  on  the 
south,  two  of  the  deepest,  wildest  gorges  that  cut  their  way 
down  to  the  Dead  Sea  from  the  east,  on  a  bold  spur  of  the 
mountain  that  projects  westward  from  the  main  land,  and  ap- 
pears to  overhang  the  sea  four  thousand  feet  below,  are  the 
ruins  of  tliis  celebrated  fortress. 

This  spur  is,  perhaps,  two  miles  long,  sloping  gradually  to- 
ward the  west,  but  is  cut  through  about  midway  by  two  deep 
ravines,  leaving  in  the  center  a  high,  almost  perpendicular,  con- 
ical hill,  upon  which  stood  the  citadel  and  palace,  the  city  cov- 

« 

ering  the  upper  and  lower  terraces  east  and  west  of  the 
Acropolis. 

The  place,  naturally  strong,  was  rendered  almost  invulnerable 
by  numerous  walls,  ditches,  and  towers,  the  remains  of  which 
lie  scattered  over  the  ridge.  No  sooner  had  we  pitched  our 
tents,  and  unfurled  the  stars  and  stripes  amid  the  ruins  of  the 
upper  city,  than  we,  in  company  with  Dr.  Kidgaway,  hastened 
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off  to  the  citadel,  perhaps  half  a  mile  due  west,  ambitious  to 
be  the  first  Americans  to  enter  this  interesting  ruin.  Descend- 
iiig  by  the  old  road  to  the  causeway  thrown  across  the  valley 
on  the  south-east  by  the  Romans^  when  the  stronghold  was 
taken  by  Bassus,  we  began  the  fatiguing  ascent,  and  after  much 
climbing,  scrambling,  and  falling,  the  writer  was  the  first  to 
reach  the  summit,  and  look  out  upon  the  grand  panorama  in 
front ;  for  from  this  eminence  the  whole  of  the  Dead  Sea,  with 
its  desolate  shores — Jerusalem,  and  all  the  hill  country  of 
Judea,  Jericho,  and  the  Valley  of  the  Jordan  stretching  far 
away  to  the  north,  can  be  distinctly  seen.  The  fortress  was 
circular,  about  one  thousand  feet  in  drcnmference,  the  walls 
of  which  can  still  be  traced,  and,  as  described  by  Jewish  his- 
torians, were  of  great  strength,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
cubits  high,  which  may  be  correct,  as  the  upper  section  of  the 
cone  appeared  to  be  artificial,  similar  to  that  at  Herodium. 
The  valleys  which  formed  the  natural  defenses  of  this  fortress 
are  of  great  depth,  so  deep,  says  one  historian,  ^^  that  the  eye 
could  not  reach  their  bottom,"  which  is  strictly  true,  for  when 
standing  among  the  ruins  on  the  summit  of  this  lofty  cone, 
wo  found  it  impossible  to  see  some  of  our  party  in  the  abyss 
below,  80  precipitous  are  the  sides  and  so  deep  the  valleys. 

Within  the  citadel  was  the  royal  palace,  which  to  us  is  the 
chief  point  of  interest,  as  the  place  of  John's  imprisonment 
and  martyrdom.  The  palace,  according  to  Josephus,  was  of 
'^  towering  height  and  vastly  beautiful,"  the  ascent  to  which, 
from  the  lower  city,  was  by  a  secret  staircase,  which  also  com- 
iiiuiiicated  with  great  cisterns  cut  in  the  sides  of  the  mountam, 
•  me  of  which  is  ninety  feet  long,  twenty  wide,  and  thirty  deep, 
I'wn  out  of  the  solid  rock,  with  steps  leading  down  to  it  on 
rhe  north. 
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Among  the  remains  of  the  castle  we  f onnd  two  vaulted 
dungeons,  thirty  feet  long  and  twenty  wide,  near  the  wall  on 
the  south ;  in  one  of  which,  more  than  probably,  the  forerun- 
ner of  Christ  was  beheaded.  It  was  with  peculiar  emotions  we 
hunted  among  the  rubbish  of  ages  for  some  memento  of  the 
place,  and  when  we  found  the  mouth-piece  of  an  old  earthen 
water-jar,  we  could  not  but  think  that  perhaps  the  parched  lips 
of  the  martyr  might  once  have  touched  that  piece  of  potter's 
clay.   Very  sad,  indeed,  to  visit  the  scene  of  such  painful  events. 

Josephus  gives  a  full  description  of  Maehrerus  and  its  event- 
ful history,^  and  the  place  in  every  particular  answers  the  de- 
scription. It  was  built  by  Alexander,  son  of  Uyrcanus  I.,  but 
afterward  enlarged  and  strengthened  by  Herod  the  Great,  who, 
to  protect  his  Arabian  frontier,  made  it  the  most  formidable 
fortress  east  of  the  Jordan. 

To  this  castle  Herod  Antipas  brought  Herodias,  his  brother 
Philip's  wife,  having  first  discarded  his  own  wife,  the  daughter 
of  Aretas,  king  of  Arabia,  with  whom  he  had  long  happily 
Uved.  John  at  the  same  time  was  preaching  and  baptizing  in 
the  neighborhood.  He  was  unsparing  in  his  denunciations, 
and  fearlessly  told  Herod  '^  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  have 
his  brother's  wife."  This  rebuke  provoked  the  wrath  of  her 
with  whom  the  king  was  living  in  adultery.  At  the  instiga 
tion  of  Herodias  John  was  at  once  arrested  and  east  into  the 
prison  of  Machserus.  And  it  was  here  that  Herod,  during  the 
celebration  of  his  birth-day,  when  surrounded  by  his  court,  to 
please  the  whims  of  this  abandoned  woman  and  to  flatter  the 
vanity  of  a  dancing  damsel,  against  his  own  better  convictions, 
sent  to  the  prison  in  the  midnight  hour  and  had  this  man  of 
God  beheaded. 

I  Jewish  Wan,  Tii,  6. 
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Ilerod  and  his  infanioiiH  uiistrees  have  long  sinc^  gone  to 
tlieir  rewanJ,  their  palace  lies  in  ruins,  and  tlieir  scepter  lias 
departed  forever;  but  the  voice  they  songiit  to  liush  in  death 
may  still  be  heard  "  crying  in  the  wilderness,  Prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  Lord ;"  and  John  the  Baptist  never  preached  more 
effectively  than  lie  docs  to-day  from  the  prostrate  walls  and 
silent  dungeons  of  ilachfenie.  How  strange  that  the  scene  of 
one  of  the  most  tragic  events  in  Gospel  history  sliould  so  long 
remain  unvieited  by  the  Christian  traveler ;  and  more  especially 
when  we  consider  that  the  name  ha«  never  been  changed, 
M'khaur,  the  present  name,  being  the  exact  Arabic  of  the  Greek 
Machsenifi ! 


CHAPTER  n. 

HOT  SPBDrOS  OP  OALIBBHOB — THB  HOABITS  8I0SX. 

m 

tnukk  HUn^Snchintiiig  Yalley — Nnmeroiu  Hot  Springs — ^Delicious  BAthing— 
Strtngo  Legend— Fbhing  in  Wadj  WAleh— Dibon,' Andenl  Oapftal  of  Moab— 
IMflooreiy  of  the  Meelut  Stone— Oldest  Alphabets  Inscription— A  lost  Chapter 
of  the  Bible  reooTered« 

ONE  of  the  mofit  remarkable  and  romantic  yaUeys  in  this 
land  of  wonders  and  romance  ia  the  Znrka  MAin,  or  Oa- 
lirrhoe,  celebrated  for  its  hot  springs,  mentioned  by  Pliny  and 
Josephns/  and  to  which  Herod  the  Great  resorted  dnring  his 
last  illness — ^a  wild  gorge  directly  north  of,  and  about  three  thou- 
sand feet  below,  MachflBnu^.  Biding  out  the  old  Roman  road 
along  the  ridge  north  of  M'khanr,  we  soon  began  the  descent 
of  the  mountain  to  a  lower  terrace,  where  we  found  traces  of  a 
pre-historic  race  in  numerous  dolmens,  tumuli,  and  curious 
stone  circles  composed  of  large  basalt  blocks,  the  inclosures 
being  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet  in  diameter.  Sweeping 
round  the  head  of  Wady  27gara,  from  which  a  grand  view  of 
the  sea  and  country  beyond  is  had,  we  continued  our  descent 
by  a  perilous  path  over  fields  of  lava  and  scoria,  very  much  like 
Yesuvius.  Kext,  we  came  to  the  limestone  bed,  and  below 
this  to  a  strata  of  pure  rock-salt  of  unknown  thickness,  crop- 
ping out  of  the  mountain,  and  corresponding  exactly  with  the 
formation  at  Jebel  XJsdum.  It  was  a  bold  piece  of  engineering 
to  construct  a  chariot  road  down  such  a  declivity,  but  the  old 
Romans  did  it,  and  did  it  well,  as  in  places  where  our  path 
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crofised  the  old  track  wo  could  still  see  its  solid  bed  and  side 
walls.  After  two  hours  of  riding  and  walking,  stumbling  and 
hilling,  we  reached  safely  the  bottom  of  this  deep  gorge,  which, 
for  natural  beauty,  is  without  an  equal.  The  valley,  generally, 
is  not  more  than  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  wide,  walled  in  with 
almost  perpendicular  cli£b  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
feet  high,  as  if  rent  asunder  by  some  earthquake,  reminding 
one  very  much  of  the  canons  of  California.  The  view  through 
this  chasm  down  to  the  Dead  Sea  is  f earfuUy  grand ;  for  wild- 
ness  nothing  can  surpass  it  in  Palestine.  On  these  towering 
difb  the  eagle,  undisturbed,  builds  her  nest,  and  the  ibex,  un- 
puTBued  by  man,  leaps  from  crag  to  crag,  while  in  the  jungle 
at  their  base  the  wild  boar  and  leopard  still  find  a  safe  retreat. 

Being  one  thousand  feet  lower  than  the  level  of  the  ocean, 
with  a  mild  temperature,  and  well  supplied  with  water,  vegeta- 
tion is  prolific  and  the  effect  enchanting.  Date-bearing  palm- 
trees,  with  the  juniper  and  tamarisk,  grow  in  every  nook  and 
comer ;  thickets  of  oleanders,  in  full  bloom,  border  the  streams ; 
dense  cane-brakes  wave  their  beautiful  plumes  in  the  air ;  wild 
tulips  and  geraniums,  of  most  delicate  tints,  perfume  the  whole 
valley ;  mosses  and  maiden-hair  ferns  fringe  the  limpid  fount- 
ains, and  every  rock  appeared  as  set  in  a  frame-work  of  flowera. 
The  whole  scene,  gladdened  by  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and 
the  softer  notes  of  the  cuckoo  and  other  warblers  of  the  glen, 
makes  this  truly  a  lovely  spot  for  sick  and  weary  mortals. 

There  are  ten  hot  springs  in  the  distance  of,  perhaps,  three 
miles.  They  are  all  on  the  north  side  of  the  gorge,  four  to  six 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  burst  forth  at  the  junction  of  the  lime- 
stone with  the  red  sandstone.  Their  temperature  ranges  from 
ninety  to  one  hundred  and  forty-five  degrees  Fahrenheit.  In 
testing  one  I  found  it  impossible  to  hold  my  hand  in  the 
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water  over  half  a  second.  It  was  rather  amusing  to  see  the 
horses  jump  when  they  stepped  into  those  seething  fountains. 
The  water  is  strongly  impregnated  with  snlphnr,  and  whore  it 
issues  from  the  mountain  leaves  a  sulphurous  deposit,  in  some 
instances  acres  in  extent.  This  deposit  increases  from  year  to 
year,  so  that  some  of  the  springs,  immediately  below  their 
source,  are  entirely  covered  to  a  depth  of  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  feet,  just  as  ice  forms  over  a  running  brook  in  winter. 
In  some  places  there  are  crevices  in  this  crust  from  which  the 
heated  air  and  steam  escape,  affording  a  grand  vapor  bath. 
Where  the  water  forms  into  cascades  the  rocks,  shrubs,  and 
even  trees,  are  incrusted  with  the  sulphur,  giving  them  the 
appearance  of  beautiful  coral  formations.  In  one  place,  in  par- 
ticular, at  the  foot  of  a  water-fall,  large  palm-trees  were  petri- 
fied or  turned  into  sulphur,  and  crumbled  like  chalk  to  the 
touch.  A  few  steps,  however,  from  the  springs,  vegetation 
flourishes  as  in  tropical  climes. 

Bathing  here  is  as  great  a  novelty  as  luxury.  Almost  any 
temperature  of  water  can  be  enjoyed,  as  hot  and  cold  streams  fre- 
quently flow  side  by  side  in  the  same  channel,  for  some  distance, 
without  commingling.  On  the  one  side,  where  the  cold  stream 
flows,  all  is  life — ^fish  abound,  and  flowers  bloom  along  the 
shore ;  on  the  other  side,  where  the  hot  water  runs,  all  is  death, 
not  a  thing  that  hath  life  can  be  found  in  the  stream  or  on  its 
banks.  In  bathing,  yon  can  first  plunge  into  a  pool  seemingly 
hot  enough  to  scald  you,  then  with  a  bound  leap  into  another 
cold  enough  to  chiU  you ;  or  you  can  lie  with  your  head  in  the 
cold  water,  and  your  feet  in  the  warm.  And  quite  a  novel  and 
pleasing  sensation  is  experienced  by  lying' on  your  back  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream  with  half  your  body  in  cold  water,  and 
the  other  half  in  hot ;  one  side  almost  parboiled,  the  other  do- 
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liglitfuUj  cooL    What  a  place  for  a  sanitarium  1    I  know  of 
nothing  like  it. 

On  the  plateau  directly  north  of  these  springs  is  the  tradi- 
tional field  where  Elijah,  on  his  return  from  Uoreb,  met  Elisha 
"plowing  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen,"  *  There  is  nothing  sur 
prising  in  this  statement.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  twenty  yoke 
of  oxen  plowing  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  field. 

Our  party  were  the  first  Americans  to  visit  these  remarkable 
springs,  which  for  more  than  two  thousand  years  have  been 
celebrated  for  their  healing  properties.  This  was  the  great  re- 
sort of  the  Bomans  in  the  days  of  the  Empire,  but  we  could 
find  no  trace  of  Uerod's  marble  baths ;  every  thing  being  bur- 
ied beneath  the  sulphurous  deposits  of  twenty  centuries.  The 
few  Bedouins  who  come  here  to  be  cured  of  their  infirmities 
believe  firmly  in  the  virtue  of  the  water,  and  have  a  tradition 
that  these  fountains  flow  from  the  lower  regions,  and  are  al- 
lowed to  escape  lest  the  unfortunate  doomed  should  bathe  in 
their  healing  waters  and  be  restored  to  life  again. 

Leaving  these  springs,  and  continuing  up  tlie  valley  to  its 
head,  we  rode  over  a  rocky  ridge  into  Wady  W&leh,  a  branch 
of  the  Amon,  where  we  encamped  for  tlie  night  in  a  grove  of 
flowering  oleanders.  An  old  Roman  road  once  crossed  the 
valley  at  this  point  on  a  bridge  of  five  stone  arches,  now  in 
ruins ;  the  paved  road-bed  may  still  be  seen,  and  on  some  of  the 
mile-stones  can  still  be  read  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Severus. 
We  saw  illustrated  here  how  "the  waters  wear  the  stones.'' 
The  bed  of  the  stream  is  a  soft  limestone,  and  the  waters  have 
worn  it  into  a  thousand  different  channels,  cavities,  and  pools, 
of  every  fantastic  form :  some  of  them  have  the  shape  of  bath 
tubs,  in  one  of  which  we  took  a  refreshing  swim ;  others  arc 
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larger,  and  fnll  of  fish,  of  which  we  caught  enough  for  break- 
fast. The  fifih,  not  being  acquainted  with  modem  tactics,  were 
easily  taken  with  a  pin-hook.  The  natiyes  thought  the  fish 
yerj  foolish  for  biting,  and  said,  "They  caught  themselyes, 
for  if  they  didn't  bite,  they  wouldn't  be  caught." 

Striking  our  tents  at  an  early  hour  we  soon  gained  the  high, 
rich  plateau  immediately  north  of  the  Amon,  dotted  with  flocks 
and  herds,  and  yellow  with  fields  of  wheat  and  barley,  where 
Sihon,  king  of  the  Amorites,  was  slain  when  he  gave  battle  to 
the  Israelites  after  refusing  them  the  privilege  of  passing 
through  his  territory.  A  ride  of  a  few  miles  oyer  this  fertile 
plain — ^the  grass  in  some  places  up  to  our  horses'  knees — ^brought 
us  to  the  ruins  of  Dibon,  the  ancient  capital  of  Moab,  where 
the  celebrated  Mesha  stone  was  found. 

4  Among  all  the  discoyeries  of  modem  times  none  possess 
greater  interest  to  the  linguist,  historian,  and  bibUcal  scholar, 
than  "The  Moabite  Stone."  Apart  from  the  light  it  sheds 
upon  an  obscure  portion  of  Jewish  history,  it  is  of  great  value 
to  the  archaeologist  as  the  oldest  specimen  of  alphabetic  writing 
extant — dating  back  at  least  to  890  B.  0.  The  Assyrii^  inscrip- 
tions are  older  than  the  Moabite,  but  they  are  not  a  language 
of  letters;  the  arrow-headed  character  being  used  to  denote 
whole  words.  The  hieroglyphics  of  Egypt  are  older,  but  they 
are  symbolic  writing,  not  alphabetic.  Among  the  Egyptians  a 
lamp  signified  Uf  e ;  a  jackal,  cunning ;  a  waving  Une,  running 
water ;  so  that  the  finding  of  this  stone  has  helped  greatly  to 
settle  the  long-disputed  question  as  to  the  origin  of  letters  and 
the  art  of  writing.  It  also  shows  clearly  that  the  Semitic  na- 
tions east  of  the  Jordan  were  more  dvilized  than  is  generally 
admitted ;  that  they  practiced  writing  nearly  a  thousand  years 

before  Ohrist,  if  not  much  earlier ;  that  they  had  a  complete 
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alphabet  of  their  own  language,  and  kept  correct  records  of 
important  eyents;  that  in  writing,  the  same  characters  were 
nsed  by  all  the  Semitic  nations ;  and  that  the  PhcBnidan  and 
Hebrew  alphabets  are  closely  allied,  if  not  identical,  in  their 
origin.  It  also  illnstrates  the  history  of  our  own  language,  for 
the  whole  of  the  Greek  alphabet  is  hero  found  in  its  primitive 
state,  not  only  similar  to,  but  scarcely  distinguishable  from,  the 
PhoBuician;  answering  fully  the  objections  that  hare  been 
made  to  Psalm  cxix,  and  other  alphabetical  Psalms ;  and  show- 
ing that  the  Greeks  must  have  receiyed  their  entire  alphabet 
from  the  East,  which  is  very  likely,  since  it  appears  that  Cad- 
mus signifies  the  Orient,  and  is  not  a  proper  name.  And  what 
is  singular,  we  find  on  this  stone  many  of  the  letters  of  our 
own  alphabet,  showing  that  the  characters  in  use  to^y  are 
yery  similar  to  those  used  in  the  days  of  Moses. 

This  is  the  first  fragment  recovered  of  Moabite  literature, 
and  all  that  is  extant  except  what  is  preserved  in  the  Mosaic 
records.  The  finding  of  this  stone  is  like  the  recovery  of  a 
lost  chapter  from  the  inspired  volume,  and,  without  doing  vio- 
lence to  the  text,  might  be  added  to  the  Second  Book  of  Kings. 
The  first  chapter  of  that  book  opens  with  the  declaration, 
^^Then  Moab  rebelled  against  Israel  after  the  death  of  Ahab." 
The  subject  then  changes,  and  nothing  more  is  said  of  this  re- 
volt till  we  come  to  the  third  chapter,  when  the  kings  of  Israel, 
Judah,  and  Edom,  go  forth  to  suppress  the  rebellion.  On  this 
monument  we  have  the  particulars  given  us  of  this  war,  who 
the  king  of  Moab  was,  where  he  lived,  the  dties  he  built,  the 
god  he  worshiped,  how  he  took  Kebo,  what  he  did  with  the 
prisoners,  and  finally,  in  his  desperation,  sacrificing  his  eldest 
son,  and  heir  to  his  throne,  on  the  esplanade  of  his  citadel  at 
Kerak,  in  sight  of  all  IsraeL 
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For  near  three  thonBand  years  this  inscription  had  been  lying 
among  the  mbbish  of  a  rained  city.  Its  preservation  w^a  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  quality  of  the  stone  npon  which  it  wtta  en- 
graved— ^hard,  black  basalt,  requiring  a  diamond  to  cut  it — and  its 
discovery  was  purely  acddentaL  The  first  European  to  see  it 
was  Bev.  F.  A.  Kline,  an  English  dergyman  of  Jerusalem,  who 
was  passing  through  Moab,  and  had  his  attention  called  to  it  by 
a  friendly  Arab  in  the  summer  of  1868.  The  value  of  the 
stone  was  not  known  at  first,  and  for  more  than  a  year  it  re- 
mained where  first  found,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in  a 
depression  between  two  hills  covered  with  ruins,  in  the  north* 
west  comer  of  Dibon.  \yhen  discovered  it  was  lying  with  the 
inscription  uppermost,  and  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation ; 
but  unfortunately,  through  a  rivalry  that  sprang  up  among 
the  Bedouins  in  reference  to  the  backsheesh,  the  Ishniaolite, 
Saleem  el  Kari,  who  first  found  it,  kindled  a  fire  beneath  the 
stone,  and  by  throwing  cold  water  upon  it  when  heated,  broke 
this  invaluable  monument  of  antiquity  into  ten  thousand  pieces. 
About  seven  tenths  of  the  fragments  were  afterward  recovered, 
and  are  now  in  the  Louvre,  at  Paris.  There  were  over  one 
thousand  neatly  cut  letters  on  the  tablet  arranged  in  thirty-four 
lines.  About  seven  hundred  of  these  letters  have  been  secured, 
which,  with  the  "  squeezes  "  taken  before  and  after  its  destruc- 
tion, give  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  record. 

The  language  is  very  expressive,  and  the  sentences  carefully 
punctuated.  It  was  probably  placed  by  the  king  in  front  of 
some  temple  to  commemorate  his  victories ;  and  from  the  facts 
set  forth,  we  learn  that  after  Solomon's  reign  Moab  again  be- 
came an  independent  nation ;  that  it  was  known  then  as  the 
land  of  Moab  or  Mcab ;  that  Mesha  was  king,  and  Dibon  it? 
oapital ;  that  they  were  oppressed  forty  years  by  the  house  of 
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Omri,  father  of  Ahab  and  founder  of  Samaria ;  that  Jehovah 
was  generally  Imown  among  the  nations  as  Israel's  Qod,  and 
Ohemosh  as  the  god  of  the  Moabites.  Mesha  goes  to  war  with 
Israel,  and  this  monumental  slab  was  erected  to  commemorate 
his  deeds. 

We  are  indebted  to  that  eminent  archsdologist,  Olermont-Ghin- 
nean,  for  the  most  correct  translation  of  this  invaluable  record. 
Other  portions  of  the  stone  have  more  recently  been  recovered 
by  M.  Clermont-Ganneau,  from  whom  we  learn,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  that  the  name  of  Mesha's  father  was  Chamos- 
Ghid ;  that  he  was  a  native  of  Dibon ;  and  among  other  exploits 
took  Ar,  or  Babbath-Moab,  and  slew  Ariel,  probably  Benaiah, 
one  of  David's  mighty  men,  who  had  slain  two  lion-like  men 
of  Moab/ 

How  strange  that  a  chapter  from  the  word  of  God,  after  ly- 
ing for  nearly  thirty  centuries  among  the  ruins  of  a  pagan 
temple,  should  thus  be  found  by  a  Christian  missionary  trav 
eling  through  the  land ! 

The  Bible  does  not  claim  to  narrate  all  the  events  of  the  past, 
only  the  most  important,  and  such  as  relate  to  God's  purposes 
in  the  redemption  of  man.  So,  really,  we  are  no  wiser  relig- 
iously, by  this  discovery.  Still,  it  is  gratifying  in  this  age  of 
skepticism,  when  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures  is  often 
called  into  question,  to  find  among  the  vestiges  of  a  former  re- 
mote civilization  such  a  record  of  Jewish  history,  and  to  re- 
cover from  King  Mesha's  own  royal  Ubrary,  a  lapidaiy  volume 
fully  corroborating  the  truth  of  revelation. 

>  %  BtmaA  zdli,  SO. 
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It!  UmOtf  BitobHdiod— Wftdj  Mumt-TIm  Ontpouringi  of  Fligidi— H|^  Fboit 
of  Bui— King*!  HIghwfty— Moaliite  IiDagM--Gnnd  Outlook. 

THE  dream  of  my  life  has  at  last  been  realized.    From  boy- 
hood I  had  been  singing  in  my  heart, 

^  Ccmld  I  but  climb  where  Motes  stood.*' 

That  desire  has  jnst  been  gratified.  My  feet  have  stood  on 
Pisgah,  and  with  my  natnral  vision  I  have  looked  beyond  the 
Jordan,  and  viewed  ^^  the  landscape  o'er." 

Few  places  mentioned  in  the  Bible  have  been  more  fre- 
quently discussed  than  the  situation  of  Pisgah.  Yet,  down  to 
the  present,  its  precise  locality  had  been  undetermined.  This 
was  owing  to  the  danger  attending  a  thorough  exploration  of 
the  country,  from  the  hostility  of  the  Bedouins  to  all  foreigners^ 
especially  Ohristians.  All  these  tribes  are  undvilized  and  ra- 
pacious, and  it  would  be  madness  to  attempt  to  go  through 
their  territory  without  permission  and  proper  escort  We  had 
man]  adventures  with  these  wild  sons  of  Talim«Al^  on  two 
cecal- ons  being  compelled  at  midnight,  Arab-like, 

*'To  Ibid  our  tents  and  steal  awaj.** 

We,  however,  accomplished  our  purpose :  making  safely  the 
tour  of  Moab  and  Edom,  and,  at  least  to  our  own  satisfaction, 
fixii^g  many  localities  hitherto  unknown — among  them  tiie 
Piiigah  of  Moeea.  ^2 
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All  wlio  have  iDvestigated  the  subject  wiU  admit  that  this 
mountain  mnst  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity  designated.  To 
our  mind  the  argnments  addnced  are  condnsiye  in  fixing  its 
locality  on  the  highest  summit  of  the  Nebo  range,  known 
among  the  natives  as  Jebel  Neby,  or  Mountain  of  the  Prophet, 
a  bold  promontory  about  five  miles  west  of  Heshbon,  where 
the  mountain  breaks  off  abruptly,  falling  in  rocky  terraces 
down  to  the  Salt  Sea  and  plain  of  Shittim,  four  thousand  feet 
below. 

In  determining  the  position  of  this  mountain  we  have  to 
rely  upon  the  scriptural  account  and  natural  topography  of 
the  country.  The  inspired  record  is  sufSciently  clear  on  the 
subject:  ^^  And  Moses  went  up  from  the  Plains  of  Moab  unto 
the  mountain  of  Nebo,  to  the  top  of  Pisgah,  that  is  over  against 
Jericho,"  etc.  *  Here  are  several  conditions  to  be  met  in  de- 
termining its  locality.  Pisgah  must  overlook  the  Dead  Sea 
and  Plains  of  Moab.  There  must  be  an  easy  ascent  to  its  top 
from  the  valley  below.  It  must  stand  opposite  to  or  facing  Jeri 
oho ;  must  have  two  or  more  summits,  with  a  ravine  separating 
it  from  Bethpeor,  and  a  field  capable  of  cultivation  on  its  top, 
with  springs  of  water  fiowing  from  beneath  it ;  and,  finally,  it 
must  conmiand  a  view  of  the  whole  of  Western  Palestine, 
and  trans-Jordanio  Palestine,  from  Dan  to  Zoar.  Now,  all 
these  conditions  are  met  in  the  locality  we  have  given. 

Nebo  is  the  name  of  the  mountain — a  spur  of  the  ^  Abarim  ^ 
range.  This  moimtain  has  several  summits,  which  answer  to 
the  *'  high  places  of  Baal,"  to  which  Balak  brought  Baalam. 
Pisgah,  which  signifies  the  height,  we  very  properly  apply  to 
the  highest  of  these  summits,  and  the  only  one  from  which  the 
^^  utmost  sea,"  and  other  points  mentioned  in  the  narrativo,  can 

*  Dentaronomj  xzzIt,  i. 
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be  Been.  Buiiifi,  as  of  an  old  altar,  are  found  upon  this  hill ; 
we,  however,  attach  but  little  importance  to  iJ^iB  circumstance, 
as  the  remains  of  altars  and  temples  arc  found  on  all  the  ^  high 
places  of  Moab." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  place  where  the  Israelites 
were  encamped  at  the  time  of  their  leader's  death.  It  is  defi- 
nitely given,  ^^  On  the  Plains  of  Moab,  by  Jordan,  near  Jericho.*** 
This  alone  should  settle  the  position  of  Pisgah ;  as  Moses  locates 
it  directly  east  of  the  Jordan,  overlooking  the  Plains  of  Moab, 
and  facing  Jericho,  which  is  the  exact  position  of  the  mountain 
for  which  we  contend.  By  referring  to  the  interview  between 
Balak  and  Balaam,  you  will  find  that  the  king  of  Moab 
brought  the  Assyrian  prophet  to  the  "field  of  Zophim,  to  the 
top  of  Pisgak;"  *  which  literally  means  to  the  cultivated  field 
on  the  "  top  of  Pisgah,"  and  very  truthfully  applies  to  this 
mountain.  As  we  rode  over  the  undulating  ridge  to  the  east 
it  looked  like  a  beautiful  meadow,  with  here  and  there  cultivated 
patches — the  wheat  in  some  places  up  to  our  saddle^kirts,  and 
even  on  the  top  and  down  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  we  found 
fig  and  juniper-trees  growing;  and  in  one  place  discovered  an 
old  wine-press  ten  feet  by  eight  cut  in  the  solid  rock,  two  feet 
deep,  showing  that  there  must  have  been  at  one  time  vineyards 
here. 

Moses,  in  assigning  to  the  children  of  Beuben  their  portion 
of  the  territory,  names,  among  other  places,  Dibon,  Heshbon, 
and  ^^  Ashdoth-Pisgah  " — the  outpourings  or  "  springs  of  Pig. 
gah,"  as  rendered  in  our  translation.*  Here  we  have  natural 
landmarks  by  which  Pisgah  may  be  determined  to  a  oertaiPty ; 
it  being  the  highest  peak,  opposite  and  nearest  Jericho,  from 
beneath  which  the  fountains  pour. 

>  Niimbeni  zzzii  li.       *  Nomben  zjdil,  14.        *  noiiteroiiomj  iv,  49. 


344  BIBLB  LANDS. 

Sweeping  roand  the  base  of  this  inountain  on  the  east  and 
north  is  a  deep  ravine,  extending  down  to  the  Jordan,  up 
which  Moses  could  easily  have  ascended  from  the  plain  to  the 
top ;  and,  what  is  remarkable,  this  valley  is  still  called  by  the 
Arabs  Wady  Musa — the  Valley  of  Moses.  Near  the  head  of 
this  ravine,  bursting  from  beneath  the  liighest  summit,  are  a 
number  of  living  springs  of  clear,  pure,  cool  water,  forming 


quite  a  brook,  that  leaps  in  beautiful  cascades  down  the  mount- 
ain side.  Theae  springs  are  known  as  Ayun  Musa — Springs  of 
Moses — and  correspond  exactly  with  the  outpourings  of  Fiegah. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  springs  literally  pours  from  a  natural  tunnel 
in  the  limestone  rock,  and,  after  flowing  a  short  distance  along 
the  projecting  cliff,  at  one  hound  leaps  fully  fifty  feet  into  the 
gorge  below.     These  springs  are  an  argument  in  favor  of  this 
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locality,  which  will  not  apply  to  any  other  mountain  east  of 
the  Jordan. 

After  the  Lord  showed  his  servant  "  the  land  which  he  sware 
unto  Abraham/'  it  is  recorded  that  Moses  died,  and  was 
"bnried  in  a  valley  over  against  Beth-peor."  Now,  directly 
east  of  this  mountain,  across  Wady  Musa,  is  another  eminence, 
with  the  tomb  of  some  sheik  and  ruins  upon  it,  which  in  every 
respect  answers  to  Beth-peor ;  that  is,  the  House  of  Peor,  or 
place  where  Baal-Peor,  the  god  of  the  Moabites,  was  worshiped. 
This  deity  corresponds  with  the  Boman  Priapus,  and  is  iden 
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tical  with  Chemosh,  the  national  god  of  the  Moabites,  whose 
name  is  frequently  mentioned  on  the  celebrated  Moabite  stone, 
found  at  Dibon,  only  a  few  miles  south  of  this. 

The  religious  rites  attending  the  worship  of  Baal-Peor  were 
of  the  most  indecent  character,  as  the  name  indicates,  and  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  idols  and  coins  recently  found  in  Moab ; 
and  it  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  within  a  few  years  hun- 
dreds of  obscene  idols  of  this  god,  made  chiefly  of  terra-cotta, 
have  been  found  in  this  vicinity,  and  are  now  on  exhibition  in 
the  Berlin  museum.    When  the  children  of  Israel  entered  the 
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oonntry  and  pitched  their  tents  ^*  before  Nebo,"  thej  became 
enamored  with  the  daughters  of  Moab,  and  joined  in  the  wor- 
ship of  this  deity,  thus  proYoking  the  anger  of  the  Lord,  who 
sent  a  plagae  npon  them,  and  destroyed  twcnty-fonr  thousand 
of  the  people  for  their  apostasy.  The  identity  of  tliis  place 
we  regard  as  additional  proof  in  sapport  of  onr  position. 

The  yalley  oyer  against  Beth-peor  is,  beyond  donbt,  Wady 
Mnsa,  or  the  deep  ravine  between  Pisgah  and  Bcth-pcor,  which 
leads  down  to  the  Plains  of  Moab,  and  up  which  Moses  made 
the  ascent  of  Pisgah,  and  the  same  down  which  tlic  children  of 
Israel  may  have  passed.  Ayun  Musa,  or  the  Springs  of  MoseSi 
referred  to  aboye,  are  also  in  this  ravine,  pouring  down  from 
over  a  shelving  rock  their  limpid  waters,  causing  the  whole 
valley  to  rejoice.  Ilcre,  it  is  said,  the  servant  of  Ood  rested 
on  his  weary  way  up  the  mountain.  Poor  pilgrim !  another 
halt,  and  thou  shalt  reach  thy  journey's  end  I  Slake  thy  thirst 
for  the  last  time ;  for  from  the  peak  that  towers  above  thy 
head  thy  pure,  meek  spirit  shall  return  to  Ood.  There  are 
many  caves  and  rock-tombs  in  the  side  of  Pisgah  facing  Beth- 
pcor ;  and  if  the  great  prophet  was  not  translated,  no  doubt 
somewhere  in  this  lovely  valley,  among  the  blooming  lilies  and 
babbling  waterfalls,  forever  concealed  from  mortal  eyes  by  the 
wild  flowers  and  ferns  that  hang  in  drapery  rich  from  eveiy 
cliff,  is  the  grave  of  Moses — G-od's  faithful  servant,  and  earth's 
greatest  lawgiver. 

Having  carefully  examined  all  the  mountains  from  the  Jab- 
bok  to  the  Amon,  we  are  fully  persuaded  this  is  the  only  one 
that  can  fulfill  all  the  conditions  in  the  scriptural  account — 
Mount  Gilead  being  too  far  north,  and  Attams  entirely  too  far 
south.  Then,  neither  of  these  mountains  are  opposite  Jericho ; 
there  never  could  have  been  a  cultivated  field  on  their  rocky 
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BTunmits ;  they  do  not  overlook  the  Plains  of  Moab,  and  the 
outlook  from  their  tope  is  too  circumscribed 

The  Pisgah  we  contend  for  meets  all  these  conditions ;  the 
scriptural  topography  harmonizing  exactly  with  the  actual 
facts.  We  have  here  the  Nebo  range,  with  ^^  the  high  places 
of  Baal " — ^the  mountain  with  two  summits  facing  Jericho,  with 
the  springs  gushing  from  beneath  It ;  Both-peor  on  the  east, 
with  Wady  Musa  sloping  gently  down  to  the  plain ;  and  on 
die  top,  traces  of  a  cultivated  field,  from  which  can  be  had  the 
most  extensive  view  in  all  the  land.  This  site  agrees  with  both 
Jerome  and  Eusebius,  who  locate  Pisgah  *^  six  miles  to  the  west 
of  Heshbon  " — ^the  exact  distance  by  the  old  road ;  and  also 
with  Drs.  Strong  and  Ridgaway,  with  whom  the  writer  first 
visited  this  mountain ;  and  in  all  essentials,  with  Prof.  Paine, 
who,  however,  contends  for  the  more  westerly  peak. 

In  examining  this  locality,  much  to  our  surprise  we  found, 
on  a  second  projection  of  Nebo,  about  half  a  mile  west  of  Pis- 
gah, extensive  ruins  of  a  dty  not  marked  on  any  map.  In  some 
places  the  walls  were  standing  twenty  feet  high ;  many  prostrate 
columns  were  lying  about,  as  if  thrown  down  by  an  earthquake; 
we  also  found  large  cisterns,  rock-hewn  tombs,  and  massive 
foundations  as  of  a  strongly  fortified  place,  in  all  probability 
the  remains  of  the  dty  of  Kebo.  The  ruins  indicated  a  remote 
antiquity,  as  there  was  no  trace  of  Oredan  or  Boman  archi 
teeture  among  them.  Nebo  is  mentioned  among  the  dties 
rebuilt  by  the  tribe  of  Beuben,  and  was  built,  doubtless,  on 
this  second  knoll  for  defensive  purpobes.  Eusebius  refers 
to  it,  and  locates  it  in  this  neighborhood.  Isaiah  classifies 
it  with  Heshbon,  Dibon,  and  Baal-Meon,  all  in  this  vicinity ; 
and  Jeremiah,  in  denoundng  the  judgments  of  Ood  upon 
Moab^  exclaims,  ^^Woe  unto  Nebo,  for  it  is  spoiled — ^judg 
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ment  is  ocmie  upon  Dibon  and  Nebo— Moab  shall  howl  over 
Nebo." 

We  also  found  the  track  of  an  old  paved  road  in  good  proa- 
ervation^  with  the  side  walls  standing,  leading  from  this  city 
in  the  direction  of  ^roer,  which  nndonbtedly  is  the  ^^  Kino's 
Highway/'  by  which  the  Israelites  entered  Canaan  I  From 
the  Mosaic  record  it  appears  they  came  by  this  highway  to  tlie 
'^top  of  Pisgah,''  pitching  their  tents  ^in  the  mountains  of 
Abarim,  before  Nebo," '  that  is,  in  the  valley  or  table-land,  ^^  over 
against  Beth-peor."  *  The  discovery  of  this  city  and  road  we 
consider,  apart  from  the  interest  they  possess,  an  additional  ar- 
gmnent  in  support  of  the  identity  of  Pisgah,  establishing  beyond 
controversy  its  site,  leaving  no  longer  a  doubt  as  to  the  verity  of 
the  spot  where  ^^Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,"  dosed  his 
eyes  on  earth.* 

The  view  from  the  top  of  this  mountain  is  sublimely  grand. 
Nothing  on  earth  can  equal  it  in  sacred  and  historic  interest  I 
shall  never  f oxget  the  rapture  of  that  vision.  At  our  feet  the 
Sea  of  Death  rolled  its  sullen  waves  over  the  once  fertile  Plain 
of  Siddim.  To  the  north,  the  winding  course  of  the  Jordan 
could  be  traced  to  its  fountain  head,  with  Hermon,  standing  like 
an  old  sentinel  with  frosty  locks,  guarding  the  source  of  ^^  the 
liver  of  GKkL"  To  the  west,  the  mountains  of  Western  Palestine, 
dotted  with  cities  and  villages,  were  spread  out  like  a  panorama 
before  us.  Far  away  to  the  south  was  Mount  Hor,  throwing 
her  misty  veil  over  the  grave  of  Aaron  on  its  highest  summit 
Far  away  to  the  north,  ^^  goodly  Lebanon,"  still  dothed  in  her 
wintry  robes.  On  our  left,  Hebron  loomed  up  in  the  distance, 
as  if  proud  of  her  sacred  charge— the  tomb  of  the  patriarchs. 
On  our  right,  tinged  with  a  bluish  haze,  were  the  Galilean  hills, 

*  Numbers  zzzili,  47.        '  Deuteronomy  Ui,  S9.        *  nenteranonj  xzjdT,  S. 
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with  Nazareth  neatlisg  on  their  boBom.  Directly  in  front  of  ns 
was  the  ^^  city  of  pahn-trees ;"  and  just  back  of  it,  the  mountain 
of  Christ'B  temptation,  and  the  brook  Oherith,  where  Elijah  was 
fed  b J  the  ravens ;  and  beyond,  Herodium,  the  mausoleum  of 
that  monster — ^Herod  the  Great.  And  still  beyond,  near  the 
summit  of  the  Judean  motmtains,  Bethlehem,  to  the  Christian 
the  most  sacred  spot  on  earth ;  and  a  Uttle  to  the  north,  Jeru- 
salem, so  beautiful  for  situation,  and  hallowed  in  its  associations ; 
and  close  by,  OUvet,  beaming  in  the  sunlight  like  the  gate-way 
to  glory ;  and  just  beyond,  Neby  Samwel,  where  Israel's  last 
judge  lived,  died,  and  awaits  the  resurrection.  Still  farther 
north  could  be  seen  Gerizim  and  Ebal,  overlooking  the  well  of 
Jacob  and  the  tomb  of  Joseph ;  and  beyond,  Carmel,  stretching 
away  to  the  ^^  utmost  sea,"  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Then  came 
the  depression  of  the  Plain  of  Esdraelon,  guarded  by  Tabor  and 
Gilboa ;  scenes  of  some  of  the  most  stirring  events  in  sacred 
history.  The  Mount  of  Beatitudes  was  only  partly  seen,  bnt 
east  of  the  Jordan,  Mizpah-Gilead,  where  Jacob  and  Laban  last 
parted,  was  in  full  view,  with  the  tomb  of  Hosea  on  its  summit. 
And  eastward,  as  far  as  the  Hauran  and  Mountains  of  Arabia, 
rolled  the  Belka,  the  beautiful  Belka — one  vast  fertile  plain, 
fragrant  with  flowers,  and  covered  with  the  flocks,  herds,  and 
black  tents  of  the  Bedouins,  who  now  roam  at  will  over  the 
ruins  of  those  giant  cities  that  mark  the  march  of  civilization, 
and  clearly  indicate  that 

*"  Westward  the  Star  of  Empire  takes  its  waj.'* 

Words,  however,  can  never  describe  the  grand  outlook  from 
this  lofty  eminence.  Only  such  as  have  enjoyed  the  prospect 
can  fully  appreciate  it. 


CHAPTER  £V. 

LANP      OF     GILBAD. 

Moimt  GQMd— Name  Applied  to  all  Eaeteni  FiUeetiiie— Home  of  Klijah — Jepnthab 
—Bamoth-OOeed— Remarkable  Bains— Arak  el  Emir— Jeraab — PeUa— Ga- 
dara^Balmof  Gilead. 

THE  mountainoiiB  difitrict  lying  north  of  Moab,  and  extend- 
ing along  the  Jordan  like  a  maasiye  wall  from  its  mouth  to 
the  lowor  spurs  of  Hermon,  was  known  as  Gilead,  deriving  its 
name  from  Mount  Gilead/  or  Mizpah  Galeed,  where  Jacob  and 
Laban  had  their  last  interview,  and  set  up  their  memorial  stones 
as  a  witness  between  them.  This  country  was  early  conquered 
and  absorbed  by  Sihon,  king  of  the  AmoriteSi  and  Og,  king 
of  Bashan.'  It  afterward  belonged  to  Gad,  and  though  the 
name  survived,  and  sometimes  applied  to  the  whole  of  Eastern 
Palestine,*  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  became  extinct. 

The  Adwan  tribe  of  Bedouins,  of  which  Ali  Diab  is  sheik, 
now  hold  the  country,  and  have  generally  been  friendly  to 
Americans.  We  have  visited  their  camp  frequently,  and  al- 
ways received  a  hearty  welcome.  The  sheik's  tent  can  be 
easily  distinguished  from  the  rest  by,  the  number  of  lances 
stuck  in  the  ground  around  it,  with  shafts  from  twelve  to  four- 
teen feet  long,  and  often  ornamented  with  tufts  of  black  or 
white  ostrich  feathers  near  the  blade.  These  plumes  are  their 
battle-flags,  and  the  warriors  who  cany  the  black  feathers  on 
their  spears  are  the  invincibles,  who  never  retreat,  surrender, 
or  show  mercy ;  but  those  with  white  plumes  will  both  grant 

1  Qenoaia  zzxi,  26-49.        *  Joahoa  xO,  1-S.        *  Deateranomy  iil,  12. 
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favors  and  ask  for  quarters.  Hence  the  familiar  aaying,  "  Show 
the  white  feather."  Their  entertainments  are  usually  given  in 
the  sheik's  tent,  without  any  great  display  or  ceremony,  the 
gneats  sitting  on  mate  or  rugs  spread  on  the  ground,  and  all  eat- 
ing oat  of  the  same  large  dish.     Such  articles  as  knives,  forks. 


qwons,  and  plates,  are  unknown  amon^  them.  If  you  are  a  per- 
son of  distinction,  and  the  sheik  desires  to  show  you  ^reat  re- 
spect, he  will  seat  you  on  his  left,  tlien  dip  his  hand  into  the 
mess  of  pottage  first,  and,  taking  out  a  piece  of  the  kid  or 
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handfol  of  leiitiles,  tbroet  it  into  jour  montli,  almoet  choking 
you ;  but  woe  betide  the  guest  who  refuees  this  special  mark  of 
attention.  AH  v-isitors  are  required  to  conform  to  these  usages. 
As  "  when  in  Kome  we  do  as  the  Romans  do,"  so,  on  the  same 
principle,  when  in  Turkey  we  must  do  as  the  Turkeys  do,  that 
is,  gobble  every  thing  down.  After  the  repast  the  dogs  lick  the 
platter,  when  it  is  set  aside  all  ready  for  the  next  meal,  no 
washing  of  diahes  being  required.  Liberal  backsheesh  is  gen- 
erally expected  in  return  for  their  hospitality. 


Among  so  many  monntains  it  is  difficult  at  this  late  date  to 
determine  the  particular  eminence  where  Laban  overtook  Jacob, 
and  that  gave  its  name  to  this  whole  province.  It,  however,  ia 
generally  conceded  to  Jebel  Jil'ad,  the  Arabic  of  Mount  Gilead, 
a  peak  that  rises  to  the  height  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  feet  above  the  sea,  and  not  only  retains  the  name,  but 
meets  all  the  conditions,  of  the  text.  This  mountain  is  also 
known  as  Jebel  Osha,  from  the  reputed  tomb  of  the  Prophet 
Hosea  being  on  its  summit ;  and  is  supposed  to  be  Mizpab-Gil- 
ead,  where  Jephthah  made  the  rash  vow  which  cost  Qie  life  of 
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10  only  chfldy  whose  untimely  death  the  maidens  oi  the  land 
stiU  lament,  by  the  annnal  observance  of  a  day  of  monming  on 
this  lofty  mountain.  David,  when  driven  from  his  kingdom 
by  the  wrathfol  Sanl,  f onnd  here  an  asylnm  for  himself  and 
parents.  Elijah  was  a  native  of  Oilead,  and  from  the  plain 
below,  near  the  Jordan,  monnted  the  heavens  in  his  chariot  of 
fire.  As  we  rode  over  the  same  plain,  a  whirlwind  swept  across 
onr  path,  and  we  conld  ahnost  fancy  we  saw  the  fiery  prophet 
ascend  the  skies. 

Sweeping  ronnd  the  base  of  this  mountain  on  the  north  is 
the  river  Jabbok  and  the  ford  where  Jacob  spent  the  night 
he  prevailed  with  Ood ;  and  only  half  an  hour's  ride  from  here 
is  Ramoth  Gilead,  so  celebrated  in  Jewish  history  as  one  of  the 
cities  of  refuge,  where  Ahab  received  his  mortal  wound,  and 
the  impetuous  Jehu  was  anointed  king  of  Israel. 

The  view  from  this  eminence  is  magnificent ;  in  some  respects 
even  finer  than  from  Nebo,  taking  in  the  entire  Jordan  Valley 
and  all  Western  Palestine  from  Lebanon  on  the  north  to  the 
Dead  Sea  on  the  south.  This  was  the  landscape  on  which 
Abraham  first  gazed  as  he  journeyed  over  this  same  mountain 
on  his  way  to  the  Promised  Land.  Some  have  contended  that 
this  Mount  is  the  Pisgah  of  Moses,  but  no  one  who  has  ever 
visited  the  two  mountains  will  entertain  such  an  idea  for  a 
moment.  Except  in  the  extensive  outlook,  Jebel  Jil'ad  does 
not  fulfill  a  single  condition  of  the  true  Pisgah ;  then,  it  is  at 
least  twenty  miles  too  far  north.  On  the  summit  of  this 
moimtain  the  naked  rock  crops  out,  forming  a  natural  watch- 
tower  from  which  a  beacon  light  could  be  seen  half  over 
Palestine.  Excavated  in  this  rock  are  some  curious  tombs  and 
cisterns,  with  steps  leading  down  to  them,  and  under  the  ledge 
that  projects  toward  the  west  three  large  caves,  forty  feet 

23 
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square,  one  with  seats  cut  in  the  rock  round  three  sides,  with  a 
recess  facing  the  entrance,  as  if  designed  for  a  place  of  worship 
or  council  chamber.  As  we  entered  one  of  these  caves  the 
Lu-gest  eagle  I  ever  saw  flew  out,  an  auspicious  omen,  the 
Arabs  say.  This  was  Israel's  great  rendezrous.  Here  they 
held  their  councils  of  war,  and  probably  in  these  cayema 
Jephthah  and  his  desperadoes  laid  their  plans  for  the  recon- 
quest  of  the  country  from  the  Amorites. 
*  This  whole  land  at  one  time  must  have  been  thickly  pop^ 
ulated  and  highly  civilized.  Every  few  miles  you  come  upon 
the  remains  of  cities,  some  of  them  dating  back  to  the  days  of 
the  Bephaim.  The  great  number  of  these  ruins  prove  a  dense 
population ;  and  the  magnitude  and  elegance  of  their  works, 
their  numerous  reservoirs  and  aqueducts,  their  weU-paved 
roads  and  rock-hewn  tombs,  their  wine  and  oil  presses,  and 
the  inscriptions  in  some  instances  found  upon  their  monuments, 
evince  a  high  degree  of  civilization. 

The  Castle  of  Hyrcanus,  about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Mount 
Oilead,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ruins  in  Persia.  It  was 
built  by  Hyrcanus  I.,  an  Asmonean  prince,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  years  before  Christ,  on  a  terrace  of  the  mountain  twenty- 
five  hundred  feet  above  the  Jordan,  a  secure  position,  near  the 
source  of  a  moimtain  stream,  abounding  with  fish,  and  shaded 
with  large  trees.  On  a  knoll  in  the  center  of  this  beautiful 
plateau,  surrounded  by  a  strong  wall  and  deep  fosse,  stood  the 
castle  or  fortress.  The  only  entrance  to  it  was  by  a  massive 
gate-way  of  large  beveled  stones,  well  dressed,  with  a  beading 
running  up  the  angles.  The  frieze  of  this  portal  was  an  enor- 
mous stone,  in  the  Ionic  style,  and  very  beautiful  There  was 
a  colonnade  in  front  of  the  castle  composed  of  plain  and  fluted 
columns  with  Ionic  and  Egyptian  capitals — rather  a  strange 
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medley.  The  building  itself  was  constructed  of  great  stone 
alabs,  hard  as  marble,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  long,  by  ten 
feet  wide  and  two  feet  thick,  just  the  thiclmeee  of  the  wall. 
These  slabs  stood  on  their  edge,  and  were  held  together  by 
knobs  about  eight  taches  square,  cut  on  the  upper  edge  of  the 
lower  stones  and  iitting  snugly  in  corresponding  sockets  in  the 


next  course  above,  and  so  on  to  the  topmost  course.  No  mor- 
tar or  iron  clamps  were  used.  Above  the  second  course, 
or  twenty  feet  from  the  foundation,  ran  a  Doric  belt-course, 
highly  ornamented,  and  above  this  a  frieze  twelve  feet  high, 
formed  of  colossal  sculptured  slabs,  with  enormous  lions  in  alto 
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rtUevo;  and  above  this,  6till  another  entablature  and  frieze  in 
the  Ionic  style.  Most  of  this  once  beautiful  edifice  iB  now  in 
ruins — fragments  of  broken  colninns  and  cornicee  strew  the 
ground ;  but  the  foundations  and  several  courses  of  the  walls, 
and  a  few  of  the  sculptured  slabs,  are  yet  in  situ,  having 
resisted  the  Btorms  and  earthquakes  of  more  than  two  thousand 
years.  The  account  of  this  palace,  ae  given  by  Josephns,"  is 
very  correct,  to  wliicli  the  reader  is  referred  for  detaib. 


Ten  minutes'  walk  from  the  castle  is  Arak  el  Emir,  the  rock 
dwelling  and  stables  of  the  prince,  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  dark 
passages  and  haunted  cells.  The  road  from  the  fortress  to  this 
rock  castle  is  clearly  defined  by  two  rows  of  squared  perforated 
stones,  standing  a  few  feet  apart,  as  if  for  some  kind  of  a  signal 
<  Antiquities,  lii,  4. 
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or  railing.  This  nmqne  castle  coiiflists  of  numeronB  hallfii 
chambers,  and  stables  cat  in  the  solid  rock,  and  rising  tier 
above  tier  in  the  face  of  a  bold  cliff,  almost  inaccessible. 

The  first  hall  yon  enter  is  a  large  square  room  with  vanlted 
ceiling  and  cornice,  perhaps  a  council  chamber  or  banqueting 
hall.  On  the  right  of  the  entrance  is  a  mutilated  inscription  in 
old  Samaritan  characters.  Still  higher  up  we  reach  by  a  very 
steep  and  difficult  path  a  narrow  passage  or  rent  in  the  rock, 
which  leads  to  a  long  range  of  cells  for  all  purposes — some  for 
feasting  and  sleeping ;  others  for  attendants  and  guards ;  in 
some  instances  several  cells  communicating.  One  apartment 
designed  for  a  stable,  was  large  enough  for  at  least  a  him- 
dred  horses;  the  feeding  and  watering  troughs,  and  holes  for 
fastening  the  halters,  all  hewn  out  of  the  native  rock. 

The  approach  to  all  these  caves  is  difficult,  and  to  some  danger- 
ous, it  being  necessary  in  places  to  creep  along  a  narrow  ledge  on 
your  hands  and  feet  The  doorways  generally  are  so  small  that 
not  more  than  one  person  can  enter  at  a  time.  The  only  en- 
trance  to  one  suite  of  apartments  was  by  a  small  hole  through 
the  floor  of  the  cell  above,  concealed  by  a  stone  slab,  rendering 
it  impossible  for  an  enemy  to  force  an  entrance,  as  the  trap- 
door would  only  admit  one  man  at  a  time,  and  he  would  have 
to  drop  himself  from  the  ceiling  to  the  floor,  at  least  fifteen 
feet,  on  barbed  pikes.  There  is  a  deep  cistern  connected  with 
these  apartments,  and  in  all  probability  it  was  here  that  Hyr- 
canus  ended  his  unhappy  life.  When  he  built  this  strong- 
hold and  cut  out  these  numerous  hiding-places  in  the  clifEs  of 
the  mountain,  he  fancied  himself  secure ;  but  being  naturally 
timid  and  suspicious  was  kept  by  his  enemies  in  a  constant 
state  of  alarm,  and  after  seven  miserable  years,  committed 
suicide  in  one  of  these  cells,  when  Antiochus  Epiplianes  laid 


358  BIBLE   LANDS. 

siege  to  tlie  castle  and  fortrese.  One  feels  very  sad  wanncriu)^ 
througli  tlieee  dark  passages  and  tomb-like  cells,  once  the  Beat 
of  royalty,  now  the  habitation  of  wild  beasts  and  the  wilder 
cliildren  of  the  desert.  Alexander,  who  built  the  fortress  of 
Hachserue,  was  the  son  of  this  Hyreaiius. 

Crossing  the  Jabbok  at  Jacob's  ford,  we  began  the  ascent  of 
the  Monntaiiis  of  Ajlun,  covered  with  forests  of  oak,  fir,  and 
terebinth.    It  was  somewhere  in  these  forests  that  the  rebellious 


Absalom  came  to  his  ignoble  death.  Tlie  stiff,  shaggy  branches 
of  the  oak  hang  very  low,  and  niiless  a  person  is  careful  he  is 
likely  to  meet  with  the  same  mishap  that  befell  this  yoimg 
man.  Riding  carelessly  under  one  of  these  trees  I  was  caught 
by  the  low  boughs  round  the  neck,  and  would  have  been  lifted 
from  the  saddle  and  left  dangling  in  the  air  had  my  horse  not 
suddenly  stopped. 

Two  hours  of  climbing  over  hills  and  rocks,  through  junglee 
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and  park-like  forests,  brought  ns  to  an  open  oonntrj  of  low, 
rounded  ridges  and  verdant  yalleyB,  running  north  and  south, 
and  covered  with  the  remains  of  a  once  magnificent  city  known 
among  the  natives  as  Gterasa  or  Jeraah.  In  some  respects,  these 
ruin§  are  more  imposing  and  extensive  than  any  others  in 
Syria ;  not  so  colossal  as  those  at  Baalbec,  but  equally  classical 
and  more  vast.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  city  of  palaces,  tem- 
ples, and  other  public  edifices ;  and  one  is  perplexed  to  know 
where  the  people  came  from  to  fill  these  theaters  and  numer- 
ous temples. 

Though  most  of  the  dty  is  a  heap  of  ruins,  much  of  its 
ancient  grandeur  remains.  Colonnades  fully  a  mile  in  length, 
crossing  each  other  at  right  angles,  may  still  be  traced.  Tri- 
umphal arches  of  rich  design,  spanning  the  streets  at  different 
points,  may  still  be  seen.  One  of  several  bridges  over  the  val- 
jey  and  stream  which  ran  through  the  midst  of  the  city,  may 
still  be  crossed.  Grand  gate-ways,  towers,  theaters,  baths,  and 
other  public  buildings,  some  almost  entire,  are  still  standing. 
Of  the  Forum  alone,  fifty-seven  columns,  with  their  entablar 
ture,  remain  erect,  and  throughout  the  dty  not  less  than  five 
times  that  number  are  still  in  situ^  with  thousands  of  others 
lying  prostrate  and  broken  at  their  base.  The  Temple  of  the 
Sun,  of  which  only  eleven  columns  of  the  portico  remain,  must 
have  been  a  gem  of  Gredan  art  Many  inscriptions  may  still 
be  seen  on  pedestal,  column,  and  architrave,  but  nothing  earlier 
than  the  Greek  and  Boman  period,  though  there  is  every  rea- 
son for  believing  that  this  dty  existed  long  before  that  period. 
The  first  mention  made  of  Jerash  in  history  is  by  Josephus, 
who  gives  an  account  of  the  taking  of  the  place  by  Alexander 
jTanneus,  B.  0.  85,'  showing  that  it  must  have  existed  prior  to 

>  Jewish  Waia»  i,  4,  a. 
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that  date.  Aud  fruiii  the  fact  that  Mahauaiui,  where  Jacob 
met  the  angels,'  aboat  this  time  myBtcriouslj  dlBappcara  from 
history,  and  Jerash  as  suddenly  springs  into  notice,  tliis  city 
is  now  generally  belieyod  to  be  the  place  where  tlie  Lord  ap* 
peared  to  Jacob,  and  to  which  David  fied  for  protection  from 
Absalom,  and  monmed  so  piteonsly  over  his  son's  death.  It  is 
also  supposed  that  the  beautiful  Twenty-third  Psalm  was  written 
here.'  The  valley  of  the  Jabbok,  through  which  David  must 
have  fled,  with  his  enemies  lurking  behind  every  rock,  would 
represent  forcibly  ^^  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,"  and 
the  sliepherds  watching  their  flocks  would  naturally  surest  the 
Lord's  constant  care  for  his  people.  Not  a  soul  is  now  living 
on  the  site  of  this  once  opulent  dty.  The  place  is  entirely 
deserted.  With  some  difficulty  we  clambered  up  into  the  room 
over  the  southern  gate — a  very  antique  and  curious  ruin,  with 
foliage  roimd  the  bases  of  the  columns — ^whcre  it  is  supposed 
David  received  the  first  news  of  his  son's  death;  and  when 
there,  we  could  almost  fancy  we  heard  that  stricken  father 
exclaiming  in  all  the  anguish  of  his  soul,  ^^  O  my  son  Absalom, 
my  son,  my  son  Absalom !  would  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O 
Absalom,  my  son,  my  son ! "  • 

Twenty  miles  north-west  of  Jerash,  on  a  terrace  of  the 
mountain  overlooking,  and  about  a  thousand  feet  above,  the 
Jordan  Valley,  a  few  standing  columns  near  the  foundations  of 
some  old  buildings,  and  some  rock-hewn  tombs  in  the  side  of 
the  mountain  near  the  remains  of  a  temple  or  church,  mark 
the  site  of  ancient  Pella,  which  possesses  no  interest  to  the 
general  reader  except  as  the  city  of  refuge  for  the  Ohristiaiiu 
during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus. 

' Geneds  xxzii,  1.  'See  Sermon  bj  BeT.  Stopford  Brookn 

•  2  Samuel^XTiii,  88. 


Gadara,  the  moat  northern  city  of  Gilead,  was  eitnated  on  a 
north-weatem  spur  of  the  mountains  just  south  of  the  Sea  o£ 
Galilee,  where  the  river  Hieromax  empties  into  tlie  Jordan,  aud 
on  the  highway  between  Jerusalem  and  Damascus,  along  which 
the  Israelites  probably  traveled  when  taken  captives  to  Baby- 
lon. As  at  Jerash,  a  colonnade  street  ran  through  the  city,  the 
columns  of  which  are  all  lying  among  the  rubbish  of  ages,  but 


the  paved  road-bed,  with  the  ruts  worn  by  chariot  wheels,  may 
still  be  distinctly  seen.  The  remains  of  extensive  fortifications, 
two  theaters,  and  what  appears  to  have  been  the  Forum,  are  easily 
traced  out ;  also  the  ruina  of  the  Cathedral  of  Gadara.  North- 
east of  the  city  are  many  rock-cut  tombs  similar  to  those  about 
Jerusalem,  some  quite  large,  with  stone  doors  still  swinging  on 
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their  Btone  hinges.  We  found  several  of  these  tombs  oocnpied 
by  a  low,  desperate  class  of  natives,  recalling  the  visit  of  Christ 
to  this  neighborhood,  and  the  healing  of  the  demoniac  who 
came  out  of  the  tombs,  and  met  Jesns  as  he  landed  from  the 
ship.'  This  miracle,  it  will  be  observed,  was  not  wrought  at 
Oadara,  but  ^  in  the  country  of  the  Oadarenes,"  of  which  Gad- 
ara  was  the  capital,  or,  according  to  Strabo,  ^^  in  the  territory 
of  Gkulara,"  which  extended  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

This  was  one  of  the  cities  of  the  Decapolis,  and  at  one  time 
the  capital  of  Persa.  It  was  first  taken  by  Antiochus  the 
Great  B.  C.  218,  afterward  rebuilt  by  Pompey,  and  again 
captured  and  destroyed  by  Vespasian,  and  all  its  inhabitants 
put  to  the  sword.  Again  it  was  rebuilt,  and  became  the  seat 
of  an  episcopal  see,  but  never  recovered  from  its  conquest  by 
the  Mohammedans ;  and  all  that  remains  of  this  once  opulent 
city  is  a  confused  heap  of  ruins. 

The  old  stone  bridge  over  the  Jordan,  and  the  only  one  over 
that  river  now  passable,  and  the  same  very  likely  by  which 
Saul  crossed  on  his  way  to  Damascus,  is  a  little  south-west  of 
this  and  in  tolerable  preservation. 

Among  the  rare  plants  indigenous  to  this  country  is  the  cele- 
brated shrub  or  tree  from  which  the  balm  of  Gilead  was  ex- 
tracted, once  the  great  specific  for  all  diseases  peculiar  to  the 
East  It  is  an  aromatic  tree  with  long  slender  twigs  thickly 
covered  with  sharp  thorns,  still  found  growing  about  Jericho, 
and  along  the  Jordan  in  Gilead,  commonly  known  as  the 
Arabian  Nubk,  or  Spina  Ohrigta,  and  is  probably  the  tree 
from  which  the  Saviour's  crown  of  thorns  was  woven.  And 
may  not  Jeremiah  have  referred  to  the  crowning  of  our  Lord 
thorns,  and  to  the  blood  which  flowed  fp)m  the  peerless 

1  Mark  t,  1-21. 
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4)row  of  Cluifitjwhen  he,  in  the  bittemees  of  bis  soul,  inquired, 
*'  Is  there  no  bahn  in  Gilead  ? " ' 

This  most  precious  gum  was  generally  obtained  by  making 
an  incision  in  the  baric  of  the  shrub ;  it  also  oozed  from  the 
leaves,  and  hung  in  drops  like  honey  from  the  branches.  The 
tree,  which  originally  was  only  found  in  Palestine,  was  trans- 
planted to  Egypt  by  Cleopatra,  to  whom  the  groves  near  Jeri- 
cho were  presented  by  Marc  Antony,  The  plant  was  after- 
ward taken  to  Arabia  and  grown  in  the  vicinity  of  Mecca, 
whence  the  balsam  is  now  brought  to  Europe  and  America,  not 
as  balm  from  Gilead,  but  balsam  from  Mecca. 

The  gardens  around  Heliopolis  and  the  Fountain  of  the  Sun, 
in  Egypt,  no  longer  produce  this  rare  specific  for  suffering  mor- 
tals, and  it  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  an  article  of  export  from 
Gilead ;  but  the  more  precious  balm  it  typified  is  still  ofEered 
*'  without  money  and  without  price  "  to  a  dying  world. 

'  Jeremiah  viii,  22. 


CHAPTER  V. 

STONE   OITIES   OF   BASIIAK. 

(Nant  Tribes  of  Men— Lind  of  the  Giants— Preeent  Popnlatioii— FUrisiehil  Ghsr* 
ioter— Deserted  Cities — ^Adrsha — ^Bosrah — Saleah. 

THESE  are  the  mins  described  by  Mr.  Porter  as  the  Giant 
Cities  of  Bashan ;  but  whether  there  ever  was  a  race  of 
men  mnch  larger  than  the  present  remains  to  be  proven.  At 
a  yerj  early  period,  when  the  mode  of  living  was  more  simple, 
and  the  habits  of  the  people  more  hardy,  certain  tribes,  nnder 
favorable  circumstances,  may  have  attained  an  nnusnal  height 
and  extraordinaiy  strength ;  still,  from  the  statements  of  the 
most  ancient  historians,  from  the  human  remains  found  in  the 
oldest  tombs,  and  from  the  dimensions  of  their  dwellings  and 
the  size  of  their  armor,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  early  in- 
habitants of  the  world  differed  materially  from  the  present  race. 
True,  the  Bible  makes  mention  of  the  fact,  that  ^*  there  were 
giants  in  the  earth  in  those  days ; "  *  but  we  are  only  to  under- 
stand from  this  that  they  were  wicked,  ferocious  men ;  men  of 
violence  and  blood ;  men  of  strong  animal  passions,  who  op- 
pressed and  plundered  the  weak  and  defenseless.  The  Hebrew 
word  nephdlimy  which  is  rendered  giant,  literally  signifies 
earth-bom  or  fallen,  men  of  depravity,  strong,  bull-necked,  mus- 
ealar  men,  of  which  ^'  the  earth  was  full "  after  the  fall ;  but  it 
nowhere  represents  them  of  great  size,  such  aa  the  term  giant 
in  modem  parlance  implies. 
The  Bephaims,  or  first  settlers  of  Bashan,  appear  to  have  been 

366  '  UttieiU  ri,  4. 
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of  thiB  character,  of  whom  Og,  their  giant  king,  only  remained 
in  the  days  of  Moses.  That  there  were  men  of  gigantic  pro- 
portions in  every  age  of  the  world  none  will  deny,  as  we  occa- 
sionally meet  with  them  in  our  own  day ;  and  it  wonld  seem 
that  in  primitive  times,  when  armies  f onght  hand  to  hand, 
and  much  depended  oa  great  physical  strength,  these  semi- 
civilized  nations  selected  the  largest  men  for  their  leaders. 
Snch  was  Og,  king  of  Bashan,  whose  iron  bedstead  was  nine 
cabits  long;^  Saul,  first  king  of  Israel,  who  stood  head  and 
shoulders  above  his  brethren ;  Goliath  of  Gath,  whose  height 
was  ^^six  cubits  and  a  span,"  nine  feet  and  a  fraction  ;*  Poms 
the  Indian  king,  who  was  five  cubits  in  height,  and  many  others 
we  might  name.  These,  however,  were  exceptions,  and  only 
prove  that  the  soldiers  composing  the  armies  they  led  to  battle 
were  no  larger  than  ordinary  men. 

The  "  land  of  Bashan  "  extended  from  the  ^^  border  of  Gilead  " 
on  the  south,  to  Mount  Hermon  on  the  north ;  and  from  the 
«  Jordan  Yalley  on  the  west  to  Salcah  on  the  east,'  including 
that  portion  of  Palestine  east  of  the  Jordan,  called  ^*  the  land 
of  the  giants,"  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  half  tribe  of 
Manasseh.* 

As  the  name  signifies,  it  was  a  fat  and  fruitful  country,  a 
high  plateau  of  rich  pasture-land,  densely  populated,  and  pro- 
verbial for  its  exuberant  fertUity,  ever-green  forests,  and  su- 
perior breed  of  cattle.  ^*  The  oaks  of  Bashan  "  are  classed  by 
the  inspired  writers  with  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  Her  *^  rams, 
lambs,  and  goats,"  are  alluded  to  as  superior  to  all  other  f atlings,* 
and  the  ^^  bulls  of  Bashan "  have  always  been  celebrated  for 

>  Deateronomy  iii,  11.  '1  Stmiial  xtB,  i. 

'Deuteraiiomy  iU,  8-14 ;  Joahoa  zfi,  S-4.         ^  Deoteronomy  iO,  It. 

•  Siekiel  zzziz,  IS. 
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their  great  BtrengQij  and  are  supposed  to  be  the  behemoth 
mentioned  by  Job. 

This  conntiy  is  first  noticed  in  connection  with  the  inyasioD 
of  Chedorlaomer  and  his  confederates,  who  ^^  smote  the  Bephaima 
in  Ashtaroth  Kamaim," '  the  royal  city  ^^  of  Og,  king  of  Bashan, 
who  was  of  the  remnant  of  the  giants,  that  dwelt  at  Ash- 
taroth." *  The  land  was  anciently  divided  into  three  prodnces : 
Oaulanitisy  on  the  west ;  Argob  or  Trachonitis,  to  the  north ; 
and  Anranitis  or  Batansda,  on  the  east  It  is  now  generally 
known  as  the  HanrAn,  the  land  of  monntains  and  of  free- 
dom, so  called  from  Jebel  Hanr&n,  a  volcanic  mountain  that 
rises  from  the  great  plain  of  Moab,  six  thousand  four  hundred 
feet  above  the  sea.  When  the  Israelites  invaded  Canaan,  they 
"  went  up  by  the  way  of  Bashan,"  probably  by  the  B[aj  route 
east  of  the  Salt  Sea,  now  traveled  by  the  pilgrims  to  Mecca, 
and  after  conquering  the  nations  east  of  the  Jordan,  crossed 
over  into  "Western  Palestine. 

The  present  occupants  of  this  countiy  are  chiefly  the  wild, 
nomadic  children  of  the  desert  Most  of  these  Bedouin  tribes 
are  lawless,  hereditary  robbers,  and  have  always  lived  by  plunder- 
ing all  who  came  within  their  reach.  Time  has  neither  changed 
their  character  nor  ijnproved  their  condition.  You  will  find 
them  to-day  leading  the  same  predatory  life  they  did  a  thou- 
sand years  ago.  They  excuse  themselves  for  their  robberies  by 
the  treatment  received  by  their  father,  Ishmael,  who,  being 
turned  out  upon  the  world  without  patrimony,  was  allowed  to 
take  all  he  could  find,  and-  collect  tribute  from  all  travelers 
passing  through  his  dominions. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  tribes  who  pride  themselves  on 
being  the  descendants  of  the  Patriarchs — are  given  to  hospi- 

>  Genesis  xiv,  6.  *  Joahoa  xii,  4. 
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Ulity,  and  really  are  yery  patriarchal  in  their  manners.  They 
treat  all  trayelers  as  gaests,  and  often  press  yon  to  accept 
their  entertainment,  and  appear  offended  if  yon  dedina  They 
have  coffee  and  milk  always  on  hand,  and  a  kid  or  fatted  calf 
always  ready  to  be  served,  with  provender  in  abnndance  for 
yonr  horses  or  camels,  reminding  one  very  mnch  of  the  sim- 
plicity of  primitive  times. 

On  one  occasion,  as  we  approached  a  village,  the  Sheik  and 
chief  men  of  the  tribe  came  forth  to  meet  ns,  and  after  the 
nsual  salutation  conducted  ns  to  their  camp.  Bich  rugs  were 
spread  on  the  ground  where  we  were  to  sit,  and  soft  pillows 
given  us  to  recline  on,  after  which  we  were  served  with  bread, 
honey,  milk,  coffee,  and  every  other  delicacy  they  had,  the  chiefs 
joining  us  in  our  repast,  which  was  accompanied  by  singing, 
and  muflic  on  a  stringed  instrument  something  like  a  violin. 
They  pressed  us  earnestly  to  stay  with  them  over  night,  and 
when  we  decUned,  the  Sheik  appeared  disappointed,  and  said, 
"  I  would  rather  bury  one  of  my  children  than  have  you  go." 
And  he  really  seemed  to  mean  it.  In  parting  he  gave  us  the 
customary  blessing,  and  refused  any  gift  for  himself  or  servants. 

The  men  generally  wear  the  aba,  girdle,  and  turban,  and 
the  women  a  dress  of  blue  cotton  cloth,  with  a  white  veil  thrown 
over  the  head,  the  latter  frequently  elevated  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen inches  above  the  head  by  a  silver  horn,  richly  chased,  which 
makes  them  look  very  tall  and  defiant.  Among  the  wealthy, 
and  on  special  occasions,  a  silk  fabric  is  worn. 

This  twniwra^  or  horn,  denotes  wealth,  position,  and  power, 
and  is  interesting  as  illustrating  and  explaining  that  familiar 
expression  of  the  Psalmist,  "  My  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the 
horn  of  an  unicorn."  *    The  females  all  tattoo  their  cheeks  and 

>  Pfealm  zoU,  10. 
24 
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chin,  the  back  of  their  hands,  and  arms  up  to  the  elbow,  alao 
the  top  of  their  feet  and  anMes.  Their  finger  nails  are  painted 
red  and  their  eyebrows  black,  giving  them  rather  a  hideous 
appearance. 

We  met  here  with  some  young  men  living  with  women  much 
older  than  themselves ;  and  when  we  inquired  the  cause,  were 
told  that  ^^  the  price  of  young  women  had  gone  up  fearfully  of 
late,  and  they  couldn't  afford  to  marry  youthful  maidens." 
One  of  our  guides  was  a  married  man,  and  when  we  expressed 
a  desire  to  see  his  wife,  he  replied,  he  had  never  yet  seen  her 
himself,  and  then  went  on  to  explain  that  he  was  poor,  and  had 
to  pay  for  her  in  labor  or  service,  and  that  she  would  remain 
with  her  father  until  he  '^worked  her  out"  Among  these 
tribes  you  can  buy  a  camel,  horse,  or  piece  of  land  on  credit, 
but  not  a  beautiful  woman ;  for  all  such  articles  you  have  to 
pay  the  cash  or  its  equivalent  on  deliveiy. 

Bashan  was  but  a  small  portion  of  trans-Jordanic  Palestinei 
and  yet  contained  sixty  ^^  fenced  cities,"  with  towering  walls 
and  gates  secured  with  **  brazen  bars."  Out  of  over  one  hun- 
dred  places  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures  as  belonging  to  this 
region,  a  few  only  have  been  identified;  of  most  of  them 
nothing  is  left  but  heaps  of  shapeless  ruins  without  either  name 
or  story.  Sometimes  a  solitary  column  will  be  found,  standing 
like  a  lone  sentinel  with  all  his  comrades  lying  at  his  feet,  guard- 
ing the  gate-way  to  some  long  deserted  dty.  The  old  highways 
connecting  these  ^cities  may  still  be  traced  by  the  deeply-worn 
ruts  of  chariot  wheels  in  their  solid  beds,  though  no  wayfaring 
man  has  walked  therein  for  ages ;  and  occasionally  a  bridge  may 
be  seen  spanning  some  stream,  or  a  milenstone  mnrTrmg  the  dis- 
tance to  some  unknown  place,  but  nothing  remains  by  which 
the  names  of  many  of  these  places  can  be  determined. 
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In  a  few  of  these  cities  houses  may  be  fonnd  perfect  as  the 
day  they  were  built.  They  are  constructed  entirely  of  stone, 
generally  of  black  basalt  hard  as  flint.  Not  only  are  the  walb 
stone,  but  the  floors,  roofs,  doors,  even  the  window-shatters  and 


t 


^ 


No  mortar  was  used  in  the  construction  of  these  build- 
ings, but  the  stones  were  scarfed,  so  as  to  bind  them  firmly  to- 
gether. In  some  instances  the  doors  are  beautifully  paneled, 
with  moldings  running  round,  and 
ornamented  with  closters  of  fruit 
and  flowers.  Some  of  the  houses 
consist  of  several  apartments  with 
folding  doors  communicating,  each 
door  a  single  slab  of  stone.  The 
streets  are  paved  with  stone,  the 
eonrt-yards  flagged  with  stone,  the 
gates  leading  to  them  are  stone, 
some  of  them  ten  feet  high  and 
eight  inches  thick,  with  stone  hinges, 
and  grooves  for  brazen  bolts.  In 
the  stables  all  the  stalls  and  man- 
gers are  stone,  and  from  the  charac- 
ter of  their  habitations,  one  would 
suppose  that  the  great  aim  of  the 
former  inhabitants  of  this  land  was  """^  "*°"' 

to  fortify  themselves  against  their  enemies,  as  each  house  is 
a  fortification  of  itself.     The  cifiterns,  baths,  and  aqueducts 
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which  supplied  them  are  all  hewn  in  the  solid  rocky  and  in 
some  of  them  water  may  still  be  fonnd. 

Many  of  these  cities  belong  to  the  Greek  and  Boman  period; 
others,  howeyer,  are  pre-historic,  and  carry  ns  back  to  the  first 
settlements  made  by  man  after  the  flood.  Or,  probably,  they 
may  owe  their  origin  to  the  Geshnrites,  that  powerfol  race  of 
men  known  as  giants,  who  occupied  this  land  when  Israel  came 
np  out  of  .Egypt.  And  what  is  remarkable,  in  some  of  the 
oldest  buildings  materials  from  still  older  edifices  may  be  seen, 
indicating  a  remote  antiquity,  and  showing  that  portions  of 
these  structures  must  date  back  at  least  four  thousand  years. 

After  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  Alexander,  the  Gredan 
architecture  was  introduced ;  and  when  occupied  by  the  Bomans, 
eveiy  thing  was  remodeled  in  conformity  to  their  ideas ;  and 
when  Christianity  became  the  established  religion  many  old 
pagan  temples  were  converted  into  Christian  churches.  So  we 
frequently  find  ancient  temples  of  Baal,  first  dedicated  to  some 
Greek  or  Bomon  deity,  and  afterward  consecrated  to  the  wor 
ship  of  Christ.  Some  of  the  inscriptions  on  these  temples  are 
very  curious,  as  showing  the  religious  changes  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  two  thousand  years.  One  feels  yery  sol- 
Ln  Btan4  in  these  rained  chorees,  amid  these  dirted 
cities,  gazing  upon  the  broken  columns  and  tottering  walls  of 
grand  edifices  that  once  resounded  with  the  high  praises  of  Je- 
hovah, but  are  now  without  a  single  worshiper — ^all  silent  as  the 
grave.  Nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  the  fulfillment  of 
prophecy,  in  the  utter  overthrow  and  desolation  of  these  onoe 
famous  cities. 

The  nations  which  anciently  held  this  country  having  either 
been  killed  in  battle  or  carried  away  captives  to  other  lands, 
their  cities  were  not  destroyed — only  deserted — and  their  houses, 
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being  oonstracted  of  'stone,  are  stOl  in  good  preservation.  The 
present  Arab  population  have  always  lived  in  tents;  and  from 
saperstitionB  notions  avoid  these  cities  under  the  impression 
that  they  are  haunted,  or  inhabited  by  evil  spirits,  so  that  many 
of  these  places  are  without  an  inhabitant.  Often,  in  a  day's  ride, 
you  will  pass  the  ruins  of  half -ardozen  nameless  deserted  cities, 
built  by  an  unknown  people,  or  a  people  long  since  forgotten. 
Yet  we  know  they  were  of  our  race,  possessed  of  human  feel- 
ings and  affections,  and  in  every  other  respect  veiy  much  like 
ourselves;  and  after  the  lapse  of  ages,  from  their  dwellings  we 
can  see  how  they  lived ;  from  their  temples,  how  they  wor- 
shiped ;  from  their  theaters,  how  they  amused  themselves ;  and 
from  their  tombs,  how  they  died  and  were  buried ;  but  as  to 
their  history,  we  know  nothing  more.  A  striking  fulfillment 
of  the  prophecy,  ^^  The  cities  thereof  shall  be  desolate,  without 
any  to  dwell  therein."  * 

The  first  European  to  visit  this  unexplored  region  was  Burck- 
hardt,  in  1814.  Since  then,  a  few  other  travelers  have  passed 
hastily  through  it,  among  them  the  Bev.  J.  L.  Porter,  who,  in 
his  ^^  Giant  Cities  of  Bashan,"  has  furnished  us  with  much  valu- 
able information  touching  this  country.  Still  later,  the  Ameri- 
can Palestine  Exploration  Society  sent  out  two  exploring  pai^ 
ties,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  funds  and  the  unsettled  condition 
of  the  land  they  failed  in  accomplishing  their  work. 

To  describe  at  length  these  remarkable  remains  of  a  former 
civilization,  so  replete  with  interest  to  science  and  religion,  would 
require  us  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  this  volume.  We  shall, 
therefore,  only  give  a  brief  sketch  of  some  of  the  most  interest- 
ing ruins  visited  in  our  late  trip  through  the  Hanrftn. 

Leaving  Oadara  when  the  sun,  as  the  Arabs  express  it,  was 

I  JeramiAhilflU, ». 
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about  "six  lances  high/'  we  continued  up  the  valley  of  the 
Hieromax,  or  Yarm^  and  over  Jebel  Ajli&n,  by  the  old  cities 
of  Abila  and  Capitolias,  to  Adraha,  supposed  by  some  to  be 
Edrei,  the  ancient  capital  of  Bashan.  There  is  nothing  here, 
however,  to  indicate  royalty,  or  that  it  was  ever  a  place  of  great 
strength.  The  city  is  literally  buried  beneath  the  filth  of  ages. 
The  only  ruin  of  any  extent  is  an  old  Christian  church,  open- 
ing on  a  court  surrounded  by  cloisters,  in  one  of  whidi  we 
found  an  empty  basaltic  sarcophagus,  ornamented  with  lions' 
heads.  It  is  said  there  is  a  subterranean  city  beneath  the  more 
modem,  and  we  looked  long  for  it,  and  inquired  diligently  of 
the  natives,  but  could  learn  nothing.  As  the  place  is  entirely 
destitute  of  living  water,  the  probability  is,  the  numerous  cis- 
terns below  gave  rise  to  the  report ;  and  during  a  state  of  siegc^ 
the  citizens  would  very  naturally  take  refuge  in  these  cisterns^ 
which  would  explain  the  statement  that  when  the  Bomans  oc- 
cupied the  place,  and  attempted  to  draw  water,  ^^  their  buckets 
were  always  cut  from  the  ropes  by  some  maKgnant  spirit." 

From  Adraha  to  Bozrah  we  followed  the  old  Boman  road, 
crossing  the  Zeidy  on  an  ancient  stone  bridge,  and  traveling 
most  of  the  distance  through  one  continuous  grain-field.  We 
were  ten  hours  making  the  journey,  and  it  was  after  night  be- 
fore we  reached  our  tents,  which  were  pitched  near  the  spring 
a  little  north-west  of  the  city.  It  being  quite  dark,  and  we 
compelled  to  pick  our  steps  over  heaps  of  rubbish,  I  became 
separated  from  our  party  just  outside  the  gate,  and  soon  found 
I  was  lost !  lost  amid  the  interminable  ruins  of  a  deserted  city. 
My  first  impulse  was  to  ride  round  the  city  until  I  came  to  our 
camp,  but  very  soon  discovered  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  ride 
five  or  six  miles  over  broken  waUs  in  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
I  next  tried  to  find  my  way  through  the  city,  but  the  streets 
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were  so  blocked  np  with  ruins  as  to  render  the  task  impossible. 
My  great  fear  was,  of  falling  in  with  the  desperate  robbers  who 
frequently  infest  these  abandoned  cities.  Finally  I  made  for 
the  citadel,  and  fortunately  met  there  a  Turkish  soldier  who 
conducted  me  safely  to  our  tents. 

Bozrah,  once  the  Boman  capital  of  Bashan  and  the  Haur&n, 
18  situated  on  the  plain  of  Moab,  which  is  here,  perhaps,  fifty 
miles  wide  from  east  to  west,  and,  with  the  exception  of  some 
sandy  ridges,  is  of  unusual  richness  and  fertility.  The  Castle 
of  Bozrah,  with  its  deep  fosse  and  massive  square  towers,  is  a 
citadel  of  great  strength,  and  commands  a  view  of  the  surround* 
ing  country  for  many  miles.  The  outer  walls  are  almost  pei^ 
feet,  and  within,  besides  the  numerous  courts,  halls,  and  gal- 
leries of  a  great  fortress,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  grand  am- 
phitheater nearly  three  hundred  feet  across  the  arena,  with  a 
Doric  colonnade  running  round  the  upper  tier  of  seats,  and  two 
large  royal  apartments  of  the  same  order,  on  either  side  of  the 
stage.  Underneath  the  theater  are  extensive  vaults  and  dun- 
geons where  the  wild  beasts  were  kept,  similar  to  those  imder 
the  Colosseum  at  Bome,  only  deeper  and  larger.  In  one  of 
these  vaults  there  was  standing  a  white  marble  colunm,  beauti- 
fully polished,  that  glittered  like  alabaster  in  the  light  of  our 
tapers,  probably  the  first  light  to  flash  upon  it  in  many  centuries. 
Some  of  the  passage-ways  were  covered  overhead  with  old  cot 
umns  laid  crosswise,  and  the  arches  were  most  imique  in  their 
construction,  clearly  indicating  the  work  of  different  ages,  and 
great  antiquity.  Many  of  these  underground  apartments  are 
almost  closed  with  rubbish,  and  as  I  groped  my  way  from  dun- 
geon to  dungeon,  the  gloom  and  silence,  together  with  the  vast- 
ness  and  masdveness  of  the  work,  impressed  me  as  no  other 
ruin  had  ever  done  before.    The  city  must  have  contained  a 
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population  of  at  least  one  hundred  thoufland,  and  the  whole 
plain  for  many  miles  around  is  dotted  with  the  black  remains 
of  other  cities  and  villages^  presenting  a  picture  of  desolation 
rarely  met  with. 

Little  is  known  of  the  early  histoiy  of  Bozrah.  Jeremiah 
first  mentions  it  among  the  cities  of  ^^  the  plain  country  in  the 
land  of  Moab/' '  but  it  must  have  been  a  flourishing  city,  given 
up  to  wickedness,  long  before  Jeremiah  denounced  against  it 
the  judgments  of  God*  It  is  next  mentioned  in  the  Talmud, 
and  by  Josephus.*  When  the  Somans  conquered  the  country 
it  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  by  Trajan  made  the  capital  of 
Arabia.  And  the  Emperor  Philip,  who  was  a  native  of  Bashan, 
conferred  still  greater  honors  upon  the  place  by  making  it  the 
metropolis  of  his  eastern  kingdom.  Early  in  the  Ohristian 
era  it  became  the  seat  of  a  bishopric,  and  afterward  of  an  arch- 
bishopric, with  thirty-three  dioceses,  and  in  time  the  center 
of  Nestorian  power  and  controversy.  Being  a  frontier  city,  it 
was  among  the  first  to  fall  before  the  Moslem  invaders,  and 
from  that  moment  began  to  decHne,  until  now  nothing  re> 
mains  but  heaps  of  broken  columns  and  tottering  walls,  to 
mark  the  site  of  this  once  renowned  Boman  metropolis. 

Rummaging  among  the  ruins,  we  found  many  inscriptions  in 
Greek,  Latin,  Oufic,  and  Nabathean  characters,  generally  giving 
the  name  and  builder  of  the  edifice.  On  the  square  base  of  a 
column  half  buried  in  the  ground  dose  by  our  encampment, 
probably  the  remains  of  some  bath  or  temple,  we  found  a  bold 
Latin  inscription,  stating  that  the  building  was  dedicated  to 
^Antonia  Fortunata,  the  devoted  wife  of  Antonius  Gsesar.'' 
There  are  many  sermons  written  on  these  broken  pillars  and 
crumbling  walls.    You  can  sit  for  a  whole  day  in  an  old  temple 

I  JweDiah  zItQI,  Si.  •  Antiqiiiti«i,  xii,  8. 
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miuring  over  the  past,  and  Hying  throngh  two  or  three  thon- 
sand  years  in  an  honr. 

Here  are  Christian  chnrches,  some  of  them  probably  planted 
by  PanI  when  he  first  preached  in  Arabia,*  once  crowded  with 
worshiperSi  but  now  empty  and  quiet  as  the  graye ;  grand  tern- 
pies  dedicated  to  difiEerent  pagan  diyinities,  entirely  deserted, , 
without  priest  or  deyotee ;  triumphal  arches,  erected  in  honor 
of  men  unknown  in  histoiy,  tottering  with  age,  and  ready  to 
fall ;  beautiful  tombs,  reared  to  the  memory  of  persons  long 
since  forgotten;  palaces,  theaters,  and  other  public  edifiQeSi 
unoccupied  for  centuries,  and  yet,  in  their  decay,  beautiful  to 
behold. 

Many  of  the  columns  that  lie  around  on  eyery  hand  are  eyi- 
dently  of  greater  antiquity  than  the  buildings  in  which  they 
are  found.  Some  of  them  are  marble,  a  few  porphyry.  On  one 
of  the  latter,  standing  in  an  old  mosque,  is  the  singular  Greek 
inscription,  ^^  In  the  name  of  Ohrist  our  Sayiour."  On  others 
you  will  find,  perhaps,  the  name  of  some  heathen  deity,  and 
whereyer  you  stroll  you  meet  with  these  inscriptions  and 
sculptured  stones^  reminding  one  of  the  desolation  of  Pompeii. 
Truly,  ^^  Judgment  is  come  upon  Bozrah,  and  upon  all  the  cities 
of  the  land  of  Moab,  far  and  near."*  East  of  the  city,  near 
the  mosque  of  Caliph  Othman,  is  an  immense  reseryoir,  of 
beautiful  workmanship,  fiye  himdred  and  thirty  feet  long,  and 
four  hundred  'and  twenty  wide,  supplied  by  aqueducts  from 
distant  mountain  springs ;  and  another,  near  the  citadel,  al- 
most as  large,  designed  to  fiood  the  fosse  when  necessary,  both 

ft 

in  good  condition,  and  still  full  of  water. 

The  great  mosque,  said  to  haye  been  erected  by  Caliph  Omar 
contains  among  many  others  in  marble  and  granite,  seyenteeo 
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porphyry  monolith  colnmna  of  tlie  Corinthian  order,  probably 
takea  from  the  Cathedral  of  Bozrah,  or  some  older  pagan  tem- 
ple. The  church  of  the  Neetorian  monk,  Boheira,  who,  it  is 
Baid,  assisted  Mohammed  in  writing  the  Koran,  is  a  grand  old 
edifice,  sqnare  without  and  circular  within,  very  much  like  Dr. 
Hall's  fine  church  in  New  York.  From  a  Greek  inscription 
over  the  entrance,  it  appears  to  liave  been  originally  a  Clirietian 
church  erected  by  Julianus,  Archbishop  of  Bozrah,  A.  D.  513, 


in  honor  of  the  blessed  martyrs  Sergius.  Bacehus,  and  Leon- 
tius.     How  sad  to  contemplate  such  ruins ! 

Near  the  center  of  the  city  four  tall  Corinthian  pillars,  with 
their  capitals,  are  all  that  remain  standing  of  an  imposing  tem- 
ple that  once  stood  upon  this  spot.  Some  ruins  east  of  the  Cas- 
tle are  interesting  on  account  of  their  ponderous  stone  doors, 
several  being  at  least  ten  feet  high,  and  eleven  inches  thick,  still 
swinging  on  their  stone  pivot  hinges.     The  western  gate — Bab 
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el  HawB — ^^  QtLte  of  the  Winds/'  is  a  fine  specimen  of  Boman 
ardhitectnre.  Nothing  could  be  more  gracefnl  than  the  arches 
which  span  the  roadway,  the  pavement  of  which  is  stiU  un- 
broken. Five  minutes'  walk  directly  west  of  this  is  a  ronnd 
tower  eighteen  feet  in  diameter,  standing  on  a  square  base,  per- 
haps a  tomb  or  watch-tower,  and  very  beautiful  The  stone 
has  the  ring  and  appearance  of  metal,  and  is  about  as  hard,  yet 
of  the  finest  workmanship. 

Salcah,  the  eastern  border  of  Og's  kingdom,'  though  six 
hours  distant,  can  be  distinctly  seen  from  Bozrah,  and  the  road 
leading  thereto  is  as  straight  as  an  arrow.  About  half  a  mile 
east  of  Bozrah  we  passed  a  little  stone  mosque  with  stone  door 
and  tracery  windows,  said  to  mark  the  place  where  Moham- 
med's camel  stopped  when  the  Prophet  first  came  to  Bo2a*ah. 
We  followed  the  Boman  road  most  of  the  way,  over  a  rich 
plain  covered  with  small,  irregular  blocks  of  basalt,  but  yielding 
abundant  crops  of  grain.  The  Citadel  of  Salcah  is  built  in  the 
crater  of  an  extinct  volcano  that  rises  about  five  hundred  feet 
above  the  plain,  and  very  difficult  to  ascend,  owing  to  the  lava 
and  cinders  that  cover  its  slopes.  The  walls  of  the  castle  are 
massive,  and  of  great  height  Outside  of  them  are  two  moats, 
one  about  two  hundred  feet  below  the  other,  rendering  the  po- 
sition one  of  great  strength.  The  interior  is  a  labyrinth  oi 
dark  vaults,  narrow  passages,  and  spacious  halls :  in  one  of  the 
latter  we  saw  a  beautiful  rose-window  in  stone  tracery.  Many 
carious  sculptures  of  lions,  pahn-trees,  eagles,  and  human  basts, 
adorn  the  walls,  but  no  inscriptions  throwing  light  on  its  early 
history.  And  yet,  from  the  large  beveled  blocks  and  other 
old  material  that  may  be  seen  eveiy-where  in  the  more  modem 
portion  of  the  fortress,  there  must  have  been  a  citadel  here  be- 
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fore  the  Boman  Oonqnest,  and  perhaps  as  early  as  the  myaaion 
of  Bashan  b j  Moees.  No  view  oonld  be  more  extenaiye  than 
that  from  the  towers  of  this  ^'caatle  in  the  air."  On  the 
north  and  west  may  be  seen  Hermon,  A jlf^  and  the  mountains 
of  the  HanrAn ;  to  the  south,  the  plain  of  Moab,  covered  with 
desolate  cities  &r  as  the  eye  can  reach ;  and  to  the  east,  the 
vast  desert  of  Arabia  dotted  with  tells,  stretching  away  to  the 
great  riyer — ^the  river  Euphrates. 

One  hour  east  of  Salcah,  on  the  bosom  of  the  phiin,  is 
Orman,  the  birth-place  of  Philip  the  Arabian,  and  where  he 
was  crowned  Emperor  of  Borne.  The  country  east  and  south 
of  this  appears  one  great  plain,  with  teUs  or  conical  hills  rising 
up  here  and  there  like  islands  in  the  sea,  many  of  them  the 
craters  of  extinct  volcanoes.  These  teUs  are  generally  connected 
by  low,  sandy  ridges,  the  depressions  between  them  affording 
rich  pasturage  for  the  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Bedouins.  We 
met  here  with  several  Arabs  trading  with  the  tribes  of  this 
great  desert,  and  they  represented  the  country  as  rich  and  pop- 
ulous. One  of  them  had  brought  in,  a  few  days  before,  a 
thousand  camels  for  the  Damascus  market,  and  was  pasturing 
them  near  Salcah.  We  also  met  with  22adam,  the  intelligent 
Sheik  of  the  Beni-Sackka  tribe,  who  told  me  of  a  depression 
Hke  the  Jordan  Yalley,  about  four  days'  journey  east  of  Zurka 
MAin,  and  extending  tar  down  into  Arabia.  He  called  it 
Wady  el  Azrak — ^the  blue  valley — and  said  his  tribe  usually 
wintered  in  it,  as  they  found  there  plenty  of  water,  good  pas- 
turage, and  many  date-bearing  palm-trees.  He  further  said 
there  was  a  lake  of  pure,  sweet  water  in  tins  oasis,  and  on  its 
shore  an  old  castle,  with  but  one  double  stone  door,  large  enough 
to  admit  a  camel,  with  inscriptions  in  an  unknown  language 
on  the  lintel  and  down  the  door  jams.    As  tins  tribe  occupy 
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Sonthem  Moab,  I  took  occagion  to  aak  him  if  he  ever  saw  any 
of  the  Moabite  pottery.  He  at  once  described  several  pieces 
he  had  found,  two  jars  with  inscriptions  ronning  round  them, 
and  many  smaller  vessek  and  images.  He  also  spoke  of  a  slab 
of  basalt  with  the  image  of  a  man  in  bass-relief,  about  six  feet 
high,  with  hands  clasped  in  front,  and  the  head  resting  on  one 
shoulder,  bearing  an  inscription  of  four  lines  across  the  base, 
which,  of  course,  he  could  not  read.  When  I  inquired  what 
tecame  of  this  slab,  he  replied,  ^^  We  buried  it." 

After  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  Sheik  of  Salcah,  who 
had  prepared  a  sumptuous  feast  for  us,  and  calling  to  examine 
some  folding  stone  doors  in  the  lower  part  of  the  vUlage,  we 
turned  our  faces  toward  Bozrah ;  returning  via  Kerioth,  one  of 
the  oldest,  and  at  one  time  among  the  largest,  cities  of  Bashan. 
You  wiU  find  it  mentioned  in  the  judgments  denounced  against 
the  cities  of  Moab  by  Jeremiah  and  Amos.'  There  are  some 
very  old  houses  and  square  towers  here,  with  heavy  walls  and 
stone  doors.  One,  in  which  we  took  shelter  from  a  rainHStorm, 
was  ornamented  with  the  vine  and  clusters  of  grapes,  clearly 
indicating  that  it  belonged  to  the  Jewish  period.  Others  ap- 
pear still  older,  and  many  evidently  date  back  to  the  Kephaim, 
who  first  settled  this  land.  During  our  stay  here  a  number  of 
children  gathered  about  us,  and  a  large  boy,  for  some  cause, 
struck  one  of  them  on  the  head,  and  the  little  fellow  began  to 
cry  most  piteously.  To  pacify  him,  I  gave  him  a  piaster ;  when 
instantly  the  big  boy,  without  any  provocation,  began  rapping 
them  all  over  the  head,  raising  a  terrible  howL  All  which  was 
for  backsheesh. 

1  JenmUi  xItUI,  21;  Amot  ii,  S. 
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Bo^deh— Andcnt  Tombt—Kimawii— The  Kenath  of  the  Bible— Interettlng 
MoBiiiiiente— -Strong  Towen — Send  of  Job— Ltnd  of  Ui— Pn>b«ble  Soene  of 
Job*!  Fiery  Trial— Book  of  Job. 

A  FTER  spending  three  memorable  days  in  «.d  .ronnd  Bo.. 
XA.  rah,  we  started  early  on  Tnesday  znoming,  May  3d,  for 
Knnawit.  Our  ride  znoet  of  the  way  was  through  waving 
grain  fields,  ahnoet  ripe  for  the  harvest.  About  nine  o'clock 
we  passed  the  viUage  of  Ary,  on  a  teU  in  the  midst  of  rich 
downs,  at  the  base  of  Jebel  Hanrftn,  and  at  noon  were  lunching 
under  the  shade  of  a  plane-tree  in  an  old  Christian  chnrdi,  just 
without  the  walls  of  Suweideh,  the  present  capital  of  the  HaurAn. 

This  city  was  beautifully  situated  on  a  low  spur  of  the  Hau- 
rftn  mountains,  and  must  have  been  a  place  of  considerable  im- 
portance ;  but  not  a  temple,  palace,  or  house  remains  entire — all 
ruin  and  desolation — ^the  present  sparse  population  living  in  the 
oellarB  or  lower  stories  of  the  grand  edifices  that  once  crowned 
the  ridge.  And  what  is  singular,  nothing  is  known  of  the  history 
of  this  place  prior  to  the  Roman  Conquest,  A.  D.  105,  though 
there  is  every  reason  for  believing  that  the  founding  of  this 
city  dates  much  further  back,  as  the  buildings  of  that  period 
look  like  patch-work,  being  all  constructed  of  older  materials. 

Suweideh  appears  to  have  been  a  commercial  city,  and  to 
have  had  her  ^^  merchant  princes,"  who  have  left  behind  them 
in  two  temples,  monuments  of  their  wealth  and  liberality^ 
though  their  own  names,  with  the  ancient  name  of  their  city, 
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4re  forgotten.  From  a  Greek  inscription  on  one  of  these  tem- 
ples, now  lused  as  a  mosque,  we  learn,  tliat  it  was  erected  by 
the  *^  Bitaiena  Company,"  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Anrelins, 
A.  D.  171.  And  the  other  by  the  ^^Alexandrian  Firm,"  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  the  apostate  Emperor  Julian.  But  to  me, 
one  of  the  most  interesting  monuments  here  is  a  Doric  tomb, 
about  thirty  feet  square  and  forty  high,  standing  on  the  ridge 
to  the  north  of  the  dty.  The  sides  are  ornamented  with 
twenty.four  Doric  columns,  between  which  are  armorial  do- 
signs  in  baas-relief,  very  bold,  and  on  the  north  and  east  faces 
two  inscriptions,  one  in  Greek,  the  other  in  Palmyrene,  stating 
that  '^  Odainathos,  son  of  Annelos,  built  this  monument  in  hon- 
or of  his  loving  wife  Ohamrate."  Nothing  more.  How  touch- 
ingly  beautiful  this  memorial  of  a  husband's  affections  t  Mr. 
Porter  suggests  that  this  Odainathos  may  have  been  the  hua- 
band  of  the  celebrated  queen  Zenobia.  On  another  tomb  is 
recorded  the  virtues  of  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Flavia,  who  died 
A.  D.  185 ;  but  who  this  beautiful  character  was  will  never  be 
known  until  the  records  of  time  are  unrolled. 

Two  hours'  ride  from  Suweideh,  over  rocks  and  up  among 
the  mountain  spurs  covered  with  evergreen  oaks,  brought  us  to 
KunawAt,  the  Kenath  of  the  Bible,  and  one  of  the  ^^  threescore 
cities  "  of  Argob  captured  by  Nobah,  of  the  tribe  of  Maniusseh, 
more  than  three  thousand  years  ago.'  We  found  our  tents  pitched 
a  few  minutes'  walk  west  of  the  dty,  near  the  ruins  of  a  beauti- 
ful periptery  temple  dedicated  to  some  unknown  god,  which 
stood  in  an  open  court,  on  an  elevated  platform,  with  a  portico 
on  its  eastern  front  originally  supported  by  twelve  Corinthian 
pillars  in  two  rows.  The  columns  rested  on  square  pedestals 
about  six  feet  high,  on  all  of  which  there  were  inscriptions,  no 

*  Kmnben  xzzii,  42. 
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longer  legible.  Only  Beven  of  these  oolumns  are  Btaading; 
the  others,  with  many  beautifal  sculptured  stoneSy  lieinoonfosed 
heaps  about  the  court  Strolling  in  any  direction,  you  will 
find  beneath  your  feet,  half  buried  in  the  earth,  broken  statues, 
inscribed  blocks,  and  other  remains  of  architectural  grandeur, 
presenting  a  sad  picture  of  utter  desoktion.  The  principal 
ruins  of  Kenath  extend  for  about  a  mile  along  both  sides  of  a 
ravine,  through  which  flows  a  mountain  stream,  supplying  the 
place  with  an  abundance  of  good  water. .  In  this  yalley,  above 
the  bridge  and  east  of  the  stream,  is  the  theater,  built  against 
a  rocky  cliff  in  which  the  seats  are  excavated,  with  a  f oimtain 
in  the  center  of  the  orchestra.  Next  comes  a  small  temple  or 
bath,  and  just  above  it,  on  the  hill,  a  fort  or  castle  built  of  large 
beveled  stones,  apparently  of  PhoBnidan  workmanship.  The 
stone  doors  of  this  building  are  tastefully  paneled  and  embossed, 
with  a  groove  on  the  inside  for  the  bolt  to  slide  in,  which,  by 
a  simple  but  secure  arrangement,  could  also  be  opened  from 
without.  May  not  these  bolts  be  the  ^  brazen  bars  "  referred 
to  in  the  Scriptures  ?  ^ 

A  few  rods  from  this  fortress  is  one  of  the  many  round 
towers  every-where  to  be  seen  in  this  region.  They  lie  from 
thirty  to  forty  feet  in  diameter  and  about  fifty  high — some 
round  without  and  square  within,  with  stone  doors  barely  large 
enough  to  admit  one  person  at  a  time,  and  very  thick  walls. 
They  bear  the  marks  of  great  age,  and  were,  no  doubt,  oon« 
structed  for  the  protection  of  the  herdsmen  and  shepherds  from 
the  Sedouins  of  the  desert,  and  are  the  ^^  strong  towers  "  so 
often  alluded  to  in  the  Scriptures,  and  to  which  David  refers 
when  he  says,  ^^  The  Lord  is  my  rock  and  my  fortress,  and  a 
strong  tower  from  the  enemy." " 

1 1  KingB  It,  IS.  •  Ptalmi  xfiil,  2 ;  Ld,  t. 
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Bat  the  moet  intoreeting  ruin  in  Konaw&t  is  a  group  of 
bnildiiigs  on  the  ridge  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  known  as  the 
"  Serai,"  or  "  Palace,  of  Job." 

Three  large  bnildings  of  different  periods,  in  good  preservar 
tion,  are  still  standing.  They  have  been  remodeled  and  used 
as  Christian  Chnrches  or  convents,  but  evidently  belong  to  a 
mnch  earlier  period.  The  door  casingB  are  elaborately  orna- 
mented with  vines  and  cliifltere  of  grapes,  and  the  friezes  with 
grotesque  aatyrs  in  wreaths  of  flowers  and  fruit.     Some  of  the 


pillars  are  entirety  plain,  with  sqaare  capitals ;  others  Corinthian ; 
and  others,  again,  Palmyrene,  with  brackets  for  statues.  The 
large  coort  in  front  is  nicely  paved  with  dressed  stones,  and  be- 
neath it  are  nnmerons  cisterns  for  water,  and  vaults  for  storing 
grain,  or,  it  may  be,  sepnlchers  for  the  dead.  There  is  snch  a 
collection  of  halls,  gaUeries,  and  corridors,  colonnades,  porticoes, 
and  senlptnre,  half  bnried  in  heaps  of  mbbish,  and  so  overran 
with  brambles,  hawthorn,  and  dwarf  oaks,  as  to  render  it  next 
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to  impoddble  to  make  any  thing  ont  of  this  remarkable  nun. 
A  Greek  infioription  on  the  base  of  a  colmnn,  in  raised  letters, 
states  that  the  temple  to  which  it  belonged  was  dedicated  to 
"  the  great  god,'*  but  who  that  god  was  we  are  left  to  con- 
jecture. From  a  colossal  head  of  Baal  f onnd  near  this,  it 
would  appear  Baal  was  that  deity.  Some  of  the  largest  and 
most  beautiful  stone  doors  are  here,  stUl  swinging  on  theii 
stone  pivot-hinges  which  work  in  corresponding  sockets  in 
the  door-sin  and  lintel ;  and  many  other  remains  equally  inter 
esting.  One  ruin  is  supposed  to  be  a  temple  of  Ashtaroth, 
the  Astarte  of  the  Greeks,  from  an  image  of  that  goddess 
found  near  it.  And  another  building,  known  as  the  Hippo- 
drome, presents  nothing  but  a  confused  heap  of  broken 
eolumuB  and  statues,  fragments  of  sculptured  animals  and 
inscribed  blocks,  perfectly  bewildering  to  behold. 

Eusebius  and  Pliny  both  mention  this  place  under  its  Greek 
name,  Canatha,  and  describe  it  as  an  ^^  important  town  in  Arabia, 
captured  by  Kobah,  and  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
and  situated  in  the  province  of  Trachonitis,  near  Bostra;" 
thus  establishing  the  identity  of  Argob  and  Trachonitis.  We 
have  here  direct  proof  that  EunawAt  is  the  Kenath  of  the 
Bible  and  the  Canatha  of  the  Greeks,  and  one  of  the  giant 
cities  taken  by  Nobah  in  the  conquest  of  Argob.' 

How  difficult  it  is  to  grasp  at  once  the  events  of  three  thou- 
sand years  I  or  to  realize,  when  wandering  through  the  streets 
of  this  city,  that  the  ruined  buildings  over  which  we  clamber 
were  erected  before  Christ  was  bom,  before  Borne  was  found- 
ed, even  before  the  children  of  Israel  came  up  out  of  Egypt ; 
that  this  is  the  land  in  which  ^Hhe  giants  dwelt  in  old  time ; " 
and  that  perhaps  some  of  the  ruins  over  which  we  have  been 

1  Nnmben  xuii,  42. 
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etunbing  wero  reared  by  that  powerful  race  of  men;  that 
these  cities  of  Bashan  are  among  the  oldest  works  of  man,  and 
were  standing  betore  Abram  left  his  native  land,  and  before 
the  patriarch  Job  endnred  his  fiery  trial 

Bat  that  which  staggers  onr  faith  more  than  all  this,  is  to 
believe  tlie  tradition,  now  almost  an  established  fact)  that  the 
Hanrftn  is  ^^the  land  of  Uz;"  that  Job  was  one  of  the  first 
princes  of  this  conntry ;  that  this  city  of  Kenath  was  his  home; 
and  that  the  ^  Serai,"  or  palace,  that  still  bears  his  name  marks 
the  site  of  his  severe  trial  and  glorions  triumph. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  locality  of  the 
conntry  where  Job  resided.  The  name,  doubtless,  was  derived 
from  TTz,  the  grandson  of  Shem,'  who  is  said  to  have  founded 
Damascus  and  Trachonitis,*  and  probably  lived  in  this  neigh- 
borhood,  giving  his  name  to  the  district  where  he  resided. 
The  country  being  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Chaldeans 
and  Sabeans,  must  have  been  a  frontier  province  to  the  north- 
east of  Palestine.  It  could  not  have  been  as  far  south  as  Edom, 
for  ^^  the  daughter  of  Edom  "  was  in  exile  when  dwelling  in 
the  land  of  Uz.'  And  the  Edomite  TTz  is  not  to  be  confounded 
with  the  grandson  of  Shem,  the  Edomite  being  a  descendant 
of  the  Ilorites,  who  removed  from  their  own  country  and  set- 
tled in  ^^  the  land  of  Uz."  Some  locate  the  home  of  Job  in 
Mesopotamia,  near  the  Euphrates.  But  if  Aram  and  Syria  are 
identical,  which  none  will  deny;  and  if  Padan-Aram,  as  we 
think  can  be  shown,  was  in  Syria  round  about  Damascus,  and 
sometimes  called  Aram  Damascus;*  and  if  the  land  of  Uz  de- 
rived its  name  from  the  son  of  Aram  and  lay  to  the  north-east 
of  Israel,  in  Aram,  or  between  Aram  and  Edom,  as  is  more 

>  Geoedi  z,  SS.  •  JoMphm,  Antlqvttiat,  i,  S. 
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than  probable ;  then,  no  country  can  so  fully  meet  all  the  con> 
ditiong  and  facts  in  the  life  and  writings  of  this  remarkable 
man,  as  the  Haur&n.  So  there  is  some  ground  for  the  tradition 
that  locates  Uz  in  Aram,  and  the  residence  of  Job  at  KunawAt. 

This  locality  is  not  only  the  traditionary  but  historic  Uz. 
Chrysostom  speaks  of  many  people,  during  the  first  centuries 
of  our  era,  making  pilgrimages  to  the  Haur&n  to  see  the  spot 
^^  where  the  patient  patriarch  sat  and  scraped  himself  with  a 
potsherd."  Wetstein,  Delitzsch,  and  other  eminent  biblical 
scholars  were  of  the  opinion  that  Job  was  a  native  of  the 
Haur&n.  It  also  accords  with  the  general  belief  that  the 
buffalo,  or  "  strong  bull  of  Bashan,"  was  the  behemoth  of  Job. 
And  the  customs,  productions,  and  topography  of  the  country, 
and  the  high  degree  of  civilization  described  in  the  Book  of 
Job,  agree  better  with  this  locality  than  with  any  other  in  the 
East. 

In  a  note  appended  to  the  Book  of  Job  in  the  Septuagint 
version,  it  is  stated,  ^^  That  the  translation  was  made  out  of  a 
Syriac  book,  and  that  Job  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Ausitis,  on  the 
confines  of  Idumea."  Now  we  know  that  the  Herodian  family 
WHS  of  Idumean  origin,  and,  if  their  country  did  not  extend 
so  far  north  ba  the  Haur&n,  that  Bashan  wafl  given  to  Herod 
the  Great  by  Augustus  Csesar,  that  it  was  also  part  of  Philip's 
tetrarchy,*  and  that  it  was  afterward  given  by  Caligula  to 
Herod  Agrippa,  and  after  Caligula's  death,  conveyed  by 
Claudius  to  Agrippa  II.'  And  it  is  a  singular  coincidence, 
that  among  the  ruins  of  a  temple  at  SiA,  near  Kenath,  very 
similar  to  the  temple  of  Solomon,  were  found  a  statue  of 
Herixl  the  Great,  and  an  inscription  containing  the  names  of 
the  two  Ilerod  Agrippas. 

1  Jo9ephu8,  War,  ii,  6 ;  Antiqaitiet,  zrlii,  4.  •  Antiquities,  xz,  7. 
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Uzj  the  eldest  son  of  Kahor,  probably  lived  in  the  conntry 
that  bore  his  name.  He  was  the  brother  of  Buz,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  Elihn,  the  yonng  friend  of  Job,  was  a  ^'  Buzite,- 
of  the  kindred  of  Aram/' '  showing  that  the  land  of  Uz  was  in 
elose  proximity  to  Aram,  as  was  also  Aram  to  the  Ilaur&n;* 
and  that  Job  may  have  been  a  descendant  of  Nahor,  the  brother 
of  Abraham.  But  whether  Job  was  an  Israelite  or  Islunaelite, 
it  is  generally  admitted  that  he  lived  in  Arabia,  near  the  fron- 
tier of  Palestine;  that  he  must  have  had  some  acquaintance 
with  Abraham  or  his  immediate  descendants;  and  that  the 
country  named  fuliills  the  conditions  of  the  narrative  better 
than  any  other  known.  This  region  was  never  before  visited 
by  an  American,  and  it  was  with  peculiar  feelings  we  strolled 
over  the  traditional  estate  of  Job,  drank  from  the  spring  of 
Job,  slept  in  the  old  house  of  Job,  and  cooked  our  meals  on, 
perhaps,  the  same  hearth-stone  where  that  holy  man,  in  his 
great  affliction,  once  sat  in  the  ashes. 

From  the  inspired  record  it  appears  that  Job  was  an  eastern 
prince  of  great  wealth  and  unflinching  integrity.  Of  no  other 
man  was  it  ever  said  by  the  Almighty,  "  There  is  none  Uke  him 
in  tlie  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright  man ;  one  tliat  fears  God, 
and  escheweth  evil."  *  As  a  writer,  his  style  is  highly  Oriental, 
his  conceptions  sublime,  and  his  arguments  unanswerable.  No 
other  book  in  the  Old  Testament  is  so  full  of  divine  truth,  and 
none  contain  such  revelations  of  the  invisible  world.  It  was 
probably  first  written  in  the  Arabic,  and  afterward  translated 
into  the  Hebrew  by,  perhaps,  Moses,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  his  contemporary ;  though  some  biblical  historians  make 
liim  the  contemporary  of  Abraham. 

All  this  region  was  anciently  known  as  ^'  the  East,'^  and  it 

>  Job  zzzii,  2.  •  1  Chronicles  ii,  28.  *  Job  i,  8. 


392  BIBLE   LANDS. 

was  probably  from  here  the  Magi  came  with  their  costly  pres- 
enta  to  worship  the  infant  Saviour ;  as  fnuakincense,  myrrh^ 
and  other  aromatics  are  indigenom  to  this  section,  and  a  star 
blazing  over  Bethlehem  coald  be  distinctly  seen  from  here. 

Nothing  conld  be  more  pictaresqne  than  the  scenery  aronnd 
£Dnaw&t.  The  babbling  waters  leap  in  caBcades  down  die 
mountain.  The  hills  are  covered  with  forests  of  oak — the  oaks 
of  Bashan  ;  and  from  almost  every  high  place  some  round  tower 
or  ruined  temple,  overrun  with  woodbine,  wild  flowers,  and 
creepers,  may  be  seen  lifting  its  venerable  weather-beaten  head, 
as  if  defying  the  ravages  of  time. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


ABOOB  AJTD  PADAK-ABAH. 


TfOwl  War»— The  L^ali— A  Sea  of  Congealed  Iroo^Parl  of  Andeni  ArfolK-* 
Dnues— Their  Historj  and  Religion— Edrei,  the  Andent  Oairital  of  Biahan 
Taken  bj  Moeei    Mlnge    Faden  Aram    Haran,  near  Ptimtiiffwa    fiaban  the 
fltjrian. 


TIXE  night  before  leaTing  EnnawAt  we  weie  waited  on  by  a 
deputation  from  the  village,  and  told  not  to  be  alarmed  if 
we  heard  firing  in  the  night,  as  thej  expected  an  attack  from 
lome  of  their  enemies,  with  whom  they  had  had  a  quarrel,  as 
Qsnal,  about  a  young  woman.  Frequent  reports  of  guns  were 
hoard  during  the  night,  but  I  slept  through  all ;  and  in  the 
morning  learned  that  eight  of  the  enemy  had  been  killed, 
and  twelve  or  more  wounded.  The  victory  was  celebrated  by 
a  grand  war-dance,  very  similar  to  that  among  the  North  Ameri- 
can Indians. 

Soon  after  leaving  camp  we  saw  a  large  wolf  near  some  tombs 
west  of  Eenath,  and  shortly  afterward  a  hyena  ran  slowly  across 
our  path.  In  about  two  hours  we  passed  Sulcini,  where  there 
is  the  ruin  of  a  beautiful' temple,  and  crossing  a  rich  plain  cov- 
ered with  porous  tufa  bowlders,  struck  about  noon  the  Lojah,  a 
most  singular  region.  The  name  signifies  ''  rocky,"  and  is  do- 
script!  ve  of  its  physical  aspect,  being  a  wild,  sterile  district  re- 
sembling a  sea  of  lava  poured  out  from  a  thousand  craters,  and 
spread  like  a  coat  of  mail  over  the  surface  of  the  plain.  It 
looks  very  much  like  iron,  is  about  as  hard,  and  when  riding 
over  it,  has  the  ring  of  iron.    Though  you  see  no  great  ele- 
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vationsy  the  snrface  is  not  level,  but  nndnlating  and  broken — 
very  rough  in  places,  with  many  deep  chasmB  and  fiflsureSi  as  if 
there  had  been  internal  disturbances  and  upheavals  during  its 
cooling  process — a  congealed  sea  of  iron. 

This  remarkable  district,  forming  the  northern  boimdary  of 
the  HaurAn,  is  about  twenty-five  miles  long  by  twenty  wide ; 
and  has  always  been  a  hiding-place  for  Bedouin  robbers  and 
wild  beasts,  and  a  place  of  retreat  for  the  natives  in  time  of 
danger,  the  numerous  caves  and  clefts  affording  them  a  safe 
shelter  from  their  enemies;  its  rocky  fastnesses  being  inac- 
cessible to  horsemen,  and  its  labyrinth  of  pits  and  crevices 
dangerous  to  footmen.  The  Arabs  call  it  the  ^^  Fortress  of 
God."  Being  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  plain  unsurpassed  for  its 
productiveness,  the  remains  of  at  least  fifty  cities  and  villages 
are  found  within  its  iron-clad  limits,  built  there,  no  doubt,  for 
security,  as  there  are  no  living  streams  in  this  desolate  region, 
and  the  only  arable  ground,  a  few  small  patches  in  the  depres- 
sions, formed  by  the  dust  blown  in  from  the  surrounding  plain. 
That  the  Lejah  is  a  portion  of  the  Argob  of  Scripture,  after- 
ward known  as  Trachonitis,  there  can  be  bnt  little  doubt,  the 
Hebrew  Argob  having  the  same  meaning  as  the  Greek  Trach- 
onitis, and  the  same  cities  located  by  Moses  in  the  former,  later 
historians  locate  in  the  latter.  We  also  find  on  the  temple  at 
Musmeih,  ancient  Phseno,  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  the 
Lejah,  an  inscription  of  forty  lines,  giving  a  history  of  the 
place  as  the  capital  of  Trachonitis;  thus  establishing,  beyond 
controversy,  the  identity  of  the  Lejah  with  Aigob,  and  Aigob 
with  Trachonitis,  over  which  "  Philip  the  Tetrarch  *'  ruled  in 
the  days  of  Christ.' 

Many  of  the  villages  of  the  Lejah  and  of  the  Haurdn 

*  Luke  ill,  I. 
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are  occupied  by  Druses,  a  peculiar  people,  with  a  strange 
history  and  mysterious  religion.    They  are  of  Caucasian  ex- 
traction, being  the  descendants  of  the  Mardi,  a  warlike  tribe 
from  north  of  the  Caspian  Sea,  who  settled  among  the  Lebanon 
mountains  about  the  close  of  the  seventh  century  of  our  era. 
They  have  always  been  an  independent,  exclusive,  and  revenge- 
ful people,  and  yet  noted  for  their  hospitality,  truthfulness, 
and  temperance.     Strangers  among  them  are  entertained  in 
true  patriarchal  style.    To  one  of  their  own  sect  they  never 
tell  a  falsehood ;  and  a  good  Druse  never  drinks  Ti^e  nor  smokes 
tobacco.    Their  religion  is  a  mixture  of  idolatry,  Mohammed- 
anism, and  Christianity,  dating  back  to  the  Egyptian  Caliph 
Hakin,  whom  they  regard  as  their  founder  and  prophet.    Their 
meetings  for  worship  are  held  on  Thursday  evenings,  and  are 
of  a  social,  religious,  and  political  character.    Having  no  regu- 
lar priesthood,  these  services  are  conducted  by  their  sheiks,  or 
emirs,  as  they  are  called,  who  are  their  religious  and  political 
leaders.    These  meetings  are  all  held  secretly,  no  stranger  or 
uninitiated  person  being  admitted  under  any  circumstances,  and 
in  character  partake  of  a  secret  organization,  with  different  de- 
grees, signs,  and  passwords.    They  are  an  intelligent,  tidy,  and 
industrious  people,  almost  white,  with  red  checks,  and  in  every 
respect  far  superior  to  the  ordinary  Arab.    In  making  sume  ex- 
plorations ill  this  re^on.  Prof.  Lewis,  of  Beirut,  on  one  occasion, 
left  his  horse,  shawl,  and  gloves,  near  tlie  path.     A  fter  an  hour's 
absence  he  returned,  and  was  surprised  to  find  his  shawl  and 
gloves  gone.     He  at  once  communicated  the  robbery  to  the 
«mir  of  the  nearest  village,  remarking,  "That    he   thought 
the  Druses  were  never  guilty  of  stealing,  and  was  sorry  to 
lose  his  good  opinion   of   them."      The   emir  replied.   "  It 
was   not   his    people    that    committed   the   theft,   but   some 
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Christians  who  had  passed  that  waj  daring  the  professor's- 
absence."  However  that  may  be,  the  articles  were  returned' 
in  a  few  honrs. 

NejrAn  is  a  Urge  old  city  within  the  Lejah,  but  its  ancient 
name  and  history  are  unknown.  It  is  now  inhabited  by  the 
Dmses,  and  as  we  drew  near  the  place,  the  emir  and  his  chiefs 
met  ns  with  the  nsual  salam,  giving  ns  a  cordial  welcome,, 
and,  after  entertaining  us  in  the  most  hospitable  manner,  ex- 
pressed their  regrets  as  we  were  leaving  that  we  could  not 
stay  with  them  longer.  One  hour  from  here  brought  us  to 
the  extensive  ruins  of  KirAtah,  where  there  is  an  abundance 
of  water.  Soon  after  leaving  this  place  we  were  overtaken  by 
a  furious  wind  and  rain-storm ;  some  of  our  pack  mules  were- 
swamped,  and  one  we  rescued  with  great  difficulty  from  the 
rushing  waters,  whidi  carried  him  far  down  the  stream.  The 
sun,  however,  came  out  bright  and  warm  as  we  approached 
Edrei,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night,  much  to  the  alarm 
and  amazement  of  its  sparse  population. 

Edrei,  the  ancient  capital  of  Bashan,*  is  situated  on  a  spur  of 
the  Lejah,  that  runs  far  out  toward  the  west  into  the  fertile* 
plain  which  incloses  it  on  three  sides.  The  ruins  are  not  so- 
extensiFO,  but  appear  older  than  those  of  Bozrah.  Many  of 
the  houses  are  still  in  their  primitive  state,  though  half  buried 
in  the  rubbish  of  ages.  Every  thing  about  them  is  stone — black 
basalt,  hard  as  flint — and  yet,  in  some  instances,  of  boautifuL 
workmanship,  though  generally  massive,  gloomy,  and  rude.  As- 
the  city  had  to  rely  entirely  upon  the  rains  for  water,  there  ar&^ 
many  eistems,  and  underground  vaults  for  storing  grain.  So- 
when  you  ride  through  the  dty  there  is  a  hollow  sound,  as  if 
you  were  riding  over  subterranean  houses.    It  was  with  pecnliaif 

'  Nmnben  xzL  SS. 
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feelings  we  stood  on  the  walk  of  this  old  city  of  Og,  and 
looked  ont  over  the  ridi  plain,  and  consideTed  that  on  that 
very  plain  the  Amoritea  met  the  conquering  Igraelites  in  battlai 
and  that  perhaps  on  the  very  spot  we  were  gaeing  on  the  giant 
king  of  Bashan  fell  when  his  whole  army  was  touted  by  Mosesi 
thirty  centuries  and  more  ago.' 

There  are  here  several  diurches  that  well  deserve  a  passing 
notice.  That  of  St.  Elias,  though  in  ruins,  is  the  old  church 
of  John  Methodius,  and  certainly  the  oldest  MethodUt  church 
in  the  world.  The  Ohurch  of  St.  GteoigCi  not  the  saint 
who  kiUed  the  dragon,  but  the  porter  who  aided  Paul  in  his 
escape  from  Damascus,  is  a  unique  building,  of  an  early  date, 
and  almost  perfect.  It  is  square  without,  and  octagonal  within, 
with  an  apsis  containing  three  tiers  of  stone  seats  back  of  the 
pulpit.  The  rotunda  is  surmounted  by  an  e^-shaped  dome, 
thirty-six  feet  in  diameter,  resting  on  eight  square  piers.  There 
never  could  have  been  a  particle  of  wood  about  the  building,  the 
seats,  altar-rail,  doors,  shutters,  ceiling,  roof,  every  thing  stone. 
From  an  inscription  over  the  door  we  learn  that  it  was  first  a 
heathen  temple,  then  a  Ohristian  church,  and  now  a  Moham- 
medan mosque.  In  the  crypt  we  found  many  human  skeletons 
wrapped  in  their  winding  sheets,  perhaps  the  relics  of  the  men 
and  women  who  once  sat  under  the  preaching  of  Paul — the  first 
converts  from  paganism — sleeping  here,  in  their  silent  tombs, 
awaiting  the  trump  of  God,  which  shall  call  them  to  life  again. 

To  avoid  the  sharp  rocks  of  the  Lejah,  we  turned  to  the 
west  from  Edrei,  reaching  A§re  for  luncheon.  We  found  here 
some  large  ruins,  but  were  not  able  to  make  any  thing  ont  of 
them.  Some  of  the  stone  doors  were  folding,  and  large  enough 
to  ride  through  without  difficulty. 

I  Kumben  xzi,  SS-Si. 
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At  A€re  we  strack  again  the  great  Haj  trail  from  DamaaciiB  to 
Mecca,  which  follows  the  old  Roman  road  far  down  into  Southern 
Arabia.  Many  caravans  were  going  and  coming,  but  all  under 
guard,  now  strange  that  from  the  oldest  city  in  the  world 
not  a  caravan,  diligence,  or  traveler  can  leave,  except  under 
military  escort  Eiding  over  the  plain  a  little  west  of  the 
Lejah,  we  witnessed  a  singular  phenomenon— one  of  those 
beautiful  mirages  peculiar  to  this  region,  produced,  probably, 
by  the  glare  of  the  sun  on  this  metallic  mirror.  The  entire 
Lejah  looked  like  a  rippled  sea  of  glass,  bordered  with  forests, 
with  here  and  there  islands  covered  with  foliage.  The  whole 
effect  was  wonderful.  In  the  evening  we  encamped  at  a  place 
called  Ghubaghib,  near  a  Turkish  garrison,  and  were  compelled 
to  add  two  of  the  soldiers  to  our  guard  to  keep  the  garrison 
from  robbing  us.    Such  is  Turkish  rule. 

Starting  at  an  early  hour  to  avoid  the  heat,  a  ride  of  two 
hours  brought  us  to  Musmeih,  the  Phseno  of  the  Greeks,  the 
capital  city  of  Trachonitis,  the  Argob  of  Joshua.  The  Lejah 
here  has  the  same  general  appearance — ^that  of  a  molten  sea  of 
iron  suddenly  chilled,  then  settling  and  cracking,  leaving  the 
surface  full  of  rents  and  air-bubbles.  The  principal  ruin  at 
Musmeih  is  a  temple  of  a  florid  style  of  architecture.  Three 
Doric  columns  of  the  portico  are  still  standing,  and  to  the 
right  of  the  entrance  on  the  door-casing  is  the  long  inscription 
to  which  we  have  already  referred.  A  path  winding  among 
the  broken  and  jagged  rocks  leads  from  here  to  BurAk,  a  de- 
serted city  on  the  extreme  northern  limit  of  the  Lejah,  contain- 
ing many  massive  houses  with  beautiful  stone  doors,  the  slabs 
forming  the  roofs  and  floors  looking  like  oak  plank,  twelve 
feet  long  and  three  inches  thick,  nicely  jointed.  Many  of  the 
houses  were  well  preserved.    From  BurAk  the  road  leads  di- 
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recUy  to  Damascus,  distant  about  twenty-fiye  miles ;  but  we 
shall  sweep  round  to  the  east  by  way  of  Harr&n  el  Awamid, 
which  is  more  than  likely  the  Haran  where  Abraham  buried 
his  father  on  his  way  to  Canaan. 

The  country  called  Aram  probably  took  its  name  from  Anan^ 
the  son  of  Shem  and  father  of  Uz,  who  first  settled  in  this 
quarter  of  the  globe.  After  the  Greek  conquest  it  was  known 
as  Syria,  and  in  the  Greek  translations  of  the  Bible  Aram  is 
always  rendered  Syria,  the  two  names  having  the  same  import 
and  being  used  in  common  to  denote  the  same  country.  The 
name  signifies  "  highland,"  and  was  originally  applied  to  both 
ranges  of  the  Lebanon,  the  HaurAn,  and  all  the  mountains  of 
Palestine  on  both  sides  of  the  Jordan  as  far  north  as  the 
Orontes.  Of  the  several  districts  into  which  this  country  was 
divided,  Aram  Damascus  was  the  principal;  and  though  at 
first  it  only  included  the  territory  around  that  ancient  city,  was 
afterward  applied  to  the  whole  of  Syria,  of  which  Damascus 
was  for  a  long  time  the  capital  Fadan-Aram,  where  '^  Laban 
the  Syrian  " '  lived,  rendered  in  the  Hebrew  Aram-Naharaim, 
"  the  Plain  of  Aram,"  or  the  country  between  the  rivers,  or,  as 
Dean  Stanley  renders  it,  ^'  the  cultivated  district  at  the  foot  of 
the  hills,"  we  think,  with  Drs.  Beke  and  Porter,  refers  to  the 
Plain  of  Damascus  between  the  rivers  Pharpar  and  Abana. 
In  the  Septuagint  version  of  the  Scriptures  Aram-Naharaim 
is  translated  '^Mesopotamia  in  Syria,"  or  Syria  of  the  two 
rivers,  as  if  a  distinction  was  to  be  made  between  it  and  the 
country  lying  between  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates. 

When  the  Almighty  appeared  to  Abraham  and  commanded 
him  to  "  get  out "  of  his  own  country,  he  left  "  the  land  of  his 
nativity,  Ur,  of  the  Ghaldees,"'  situated,  not  on  the  head 

>  Geneds  xxr,  20.  *  Acta  vii,  2 ;  Genesis  si,  81. 
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waters  of  the  Enphrates,  but  down  near  its  entrance  into  the 
Persian  Gulf  ,  and  settled  first  at  Haran,  which  appears  to  have 
been  somewhere  near  the  borders  of  Canaan.  And  when  we 
consider  that  his  steward,  who  was  "  bom  in  his  honse,"  and 
whom  he  raised  up  as  his  heir,  was  **  EHezer  of  Damascus,'' ' 
the  clear  meaning  of  which  is,  he  was  bom  in  or  near  Damas- 
cus, and  that  Josephns  informs  ns,  Abraham  was  a  prince  in 
this  land,  and  '^reigned  at  Damascus,'"  we  infer  that  Haran 
conld  not  have  been  veiy  far  from  that  city.  The  river  that 
Jacob  passed  over  after  leaving  Laban*  was  probably  the  Phar- 
par,  as  from  here  he  could  see  the  mountains  of  Gilead,  which 
is  implied  in  the  narrative.  And  it  appears  he  was  only  ten 
days  making  the  journey,  with  his  family  and  flocks,  from 
Padan- Aram  to  Mount  Gilead,  and  Laban  only  seven  days  in 
overtaking  him.  We  rode  it  in  eight  days;  bnt  from  the 
Mesopotamia  of  the  Greeks  the  journey  could  not  be  made  in 
less  than  thirty  days,  and  through  a  desert  part  of  the  way, 
where  it  would  be  impossible  to  drive  flocks  with  their  young. 
It  will  also  be  remembered  that  Nahor,  the  brother  of  Abra- 
ham, when  living  at  Haran,  named  one  of  his  sons  XJz,  indi- 
cating a  connection  between  Haran  and  the  land  or  family  of 
Uz ;  and  that  Laban  and  Jacob,  when  they  parted  for  the  last 
time  on  Mizpah-Gilead,  erected  an  altar,  and  heaped  up  stones 
of  witness  to  define  the  boundary  between  the  possessions  of 
the  two  families/  showing  that  they  could  not  have  lived  veiy 
far  apart. 

Now,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  after  the  lapse  of  near  four 
thousand  years,  we  find  in  the  delta  of  the  Pharpar  and  Abana, 
about  twelve  miles  east  of  Damascus,  the  remains  of  a  city  stiU 

>  Genedfl  xy,  2.  *  Antiqaities  i,  Y. 

*  Genesis  xxzi,  21,  Sa  *  Genesis  zxxi,  62. 
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bearing  the  name  of  Harran,  which  meets  eyery  condition  of 
the  inspired  account.  It  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile 
plain  between  the  two  rivers,  and  on  the  shores  of  what  was 
once  a  large  lake  before  the  waters  were  drawn  off  to  irrigate 
the  desert  Throe  Ionic  columns  of  black  basalt  are  all  that 
remain  standing  of  an  ancient  temple  without  name  or  date ; 
and  these  silent  witnesses,  with  a  few  fragments  of  sculpture, 
and  some  broken  stone  pillars,  are  the  only  memorials  left  to 
mark  the  site  of  this  interesting  place ;  which,  so  far  as  location 
and  topography  are  concerned,  may  be  Haran,  "  The  city  of 
Nahor,"'  where  Terah,  the  father  of  Abraham,  died,  and 
where  ^'Laban  the  Syrian,"  lived.  And  ^^the  well  in  the 
field,"  where  the  maidens  still  water  their  flocks,  may  be  the 
same  from  which  Rebecca  often  filled  her  pitcher,  and  whera 
Jacob  first  met  with  his  beautiful  BacheL' 

*  QmmiM  xziT,  10.  *  Gcoeiii  ziix,  la 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

LATK8T  DISCOVERIES  IN  ASSYRIA  AND  PALESTINE. 

Recovery  of  Long-lo0t  NinaTeh — Wonderful  Remains  of  tn  Extinct  Nation — A»^ 
ajrian  Records  of  the  Creation — Cesnola*8  Explorations  in  Cyprus — ^Moabite 
Pottery — Suburbs  of  the  Leritical  (^ties — Golden  Candlestick — ^Image  of  Beel' 
sebub— House  of  Simon  the  Tanner — ^Hadrian's  Head. 

Til E  discoveries  lately  made  in  Assyria  among  the  roinB  of 
long-l)nricd  Nineveh  and  Babylon,  by  Botta,  Layard,  Smith, 
and  others,  are  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  biblical  arche- 
ology. 

These  cities  a{)pear  to  have  been  founded  about  the  same 
time.  Nineveh,  the  capital  of  Assyria,  by  Asshur,  son  of 
Shem — who  may  also  have  given  his  name  to  the  country— on 
the  river  Tigris,  five  hundred  miles  above  its  junction  with 
the  Euphrates ;  Babylon,  the  capital  of  Chaldsa,  by  Nimrod, 
the  grandson  of  Ham,  on  the  Euphrates  in  the  land  of  ^'Slii- 
nar,"  three  hundred  miles  south  of  Nineveh.  From  the  fre- 
quent reference  to  Nimrod  on  the  Babylonian  monuments,  the 
name,  like  that  of  Pharaoh,  probably  applied  to  all  the  early 
kings  of  Babylonia. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  early  history  of  these  cities.  It 
would  appear,  however,  from  recent  explorations,  that  the  As- 
syrians at  an  early  period  conquered  Chaldsea,  and  that  after 
this  event  the  two  nations  became  one  empire — their  language, 
religion,  and  customs  appearing  to  be  essentially  the  same,  and 
that  the  old  Accadian  language  of  Chaldsea  or  Babylonia  grad- 
ually became  extinct,  being  substituted  by  the  Semitic  or  As* 
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Syrian.  Nineveh  was  made  the  political  capital  of  the  new 
empire,  and  Babylon  the  religions  capital,  or  city  of  her  tem- 
ples, gods,  and  priests. 

Profane  writers  fnmish  ns  with  nothing  but  some  traditions 
touching  the  history  of  these  renowned  cities,  and  the  only  re- 
liable information  we  possess  of  them  is  the  little  we  glean 
from  the  Jewish  prophets,  and  the  results  of  late  geographical 
and  archsBological  explorations. 

Nineveh,  after  flourishing  for  many  centuries  as  the  great 
city  of  the  East,  suddenly  disappeared  from  the  earth  about  seven 
centuries  before  Christ,  as  if  engulfed  by  an  earthquake,  and 
for  ages  all  traces  of  the  place  were  lost.  Herodotus,  Xeno- 
phon,  and  other  ancient  historians,  make  no  mention  of  it  ex- 
cept as  a  city  no  longer  existing.  Xerxes,  Alexander,  and  the 
Bomans,  marched  their  armies  and  fought  their  battles  over  its 
site  without  knowing  that  the  city  lay  buried  beneath  their 
tread.  Many  persons  began  to  doubt  whether  such  a  place 
ever  did  exist ;  and  skeptics  began  sneeringly  to  inquire  of  the 
Christian,  "  "Where  is  your  great  Nineveh  ?  What  do  you  think 
of  Jonah  and  his  whale  story  f  Ah,  Jonah  was  nothing  but  a 
myth — ^his  book  nothing  but  a  fable — ^no  such  city  as  Nineveh 
ever  existed."  And  some  believers  began  to  fear  the  long- 
lost  capital  of  Assyria  never  would  be  recovered,  so  literally 
was  the  prediction  concerning  it  fulfilled :  ^'  I  will  make  Nin- 
eveh a  desolation,  and  dry  like  a  wilderness.  And  flockft 
shall  lie  down  in  the  midst  of  her.  •  .  .  This  is  the  rejoicing 
dty  that  dwelt  carelessly ;  that  said  in  her  heart,  I  am,  and 
there  is  none  besides  me :  how  is  she  become  a  desolation,  a 
place  for  beasts  to  lie  down  in  I  every  one  that  passeth  by  her 
shall  hiss,  and  wag  his  hand." ' 

■Zephaniahii,  13-16. 
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Early  in  the  preeent  century  Mr.  Rich,  an  English  traveler, 
Tisiting  Mosul,  on  the  Tigris,  observed  an  old  mosque  on  the 
top  of  a  large  mound  directly  opposite  the  city,  and  on  inquir- 
ing ita  name,  was  told  by  the  natives  that  it  was  Neby  Ylinus, 
or  tomb  of  Jonah.  Associating  Jonah  with  Nineveh,  he  at 
once  commenced  some  excavations,  and  soon  came  upon  the 
rains  of  what  lias  since  proved  to  be  the  grand  palace  of  Esar- 
haddon,  son  and  successor  of  Sennacherib.     The  walls  were  of 


great  thickness,  and  built  of  large  sun-dried  bricks  covered 
with  mysterious  cuneiform  characters. 

This  discovery  soon  led  to  others,  of  even  greater  importance, 
by  Mr.  Botta,  the  French  Consul  at  Mosul,  and  Messrs.  Layard, 
Bassam,  and  Smith,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Museum. 
These  gentlemen,  with  a  strong  force,  began  their  operations  in 
the  great  mounds  at  Eoyunjik,  Khorsabad,  and  Nimroud — names 
of  Arab  villages  that  have  sprung  up  over  the  ruins  of  this 
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ancient  city — and  in  a  very  little  while  exhumed  the  magnifi- 
cent, palacee  of  Sargon,  Sennacherib,  Sardanapalae,  and  other 
kings  of  Assyria,  with  their  wonderful  collection  of  sculptured 
Blabs  in  alto  and  bass-reUef,  representing  the  worship  of  their 
gods,  combats  with  wild  beasts,  battle-scenes,  and  almost  every 
event  in  their  nation's  history.  So  that  now,  after  the  lapse  of 
twenty-five  centuries,  you  can  stroll  through  the  streets  and 
palaces  of  long-lost  Nineveh,  see  how  royalty  lived  in  those  early 
days,  and  can  almost  fancy  you  hear  lier  kings  tell  of  their  great 
exploits  from  tlie  thrones  that  are  crumbling  with  age  beneath 
them.     In  one  sculpture  Sennacherib  is  portrayed  with  a  spear. 
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cruelly  putting  out  the  eyes  of  prisoners  dragged  into  his  pres- 
ence with  cords,  and  iron  hooks  through  their  lips  or  nose.  In 
another,  we  have  pictured  the  invasion  of  Palestine,  giving  the 
very  name  of  Hezekiah,  King  of  Judah,  together  with  the 
number  of  prisoners  and  amount  of  spoils  carried  away,  and  in 
still  another,  a  description  of  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  agreeing 
80  remarkably  with  Ezekiel's  aecount,  that  One  would  suppose 
the  Prophet  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  siege  itself.' 
'  Ezekiel  iv,  1,  2. 
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Daring  their  explorations  thej  came  upon  the  bakery  of 
King  Sargon's  palace,  and  the  old  hand-millfl,  with  loaveB  of 
bread  Btill  in  the  ovens,  baked  probably  before  Home  was 
founded ;  and  the  wine-cellar  was  discovered  full  of  large  egg- 
shaped  pottery  jars;  the  wine  had  all  evaporated,  leaving  a 
sediment  in  the  jars,  from  which  you  could  easily  detect  the 
odor  of  the  grape  when  the  vessels  were  filled  with  water. 
They  also  struck  upon  the  store-room,  containing  many  articles 
in  different  materials,  principally  wrought  iron,  such  as  nails, 
saws,  chains,  picks,  and  shovels,  the  latter  weighing  from 
twenty  to  thirty  pounds,  and  so  well  preserved,  they  were  put 
at  once  into  the  hands  of  the  workmen,  and  the  excavations 
carried  on  with  shovels  and  picks  forged  by  blacksmiths  cent- 
uries before  Christ  was  bom.     How  marvelous  all  this  seems  1 

This  palace  consisted  of  forty-nine  halls,  cased  round  with 
sculptured  alabaster  slabs,  from  seven  to  eight  feet  high, 
above  which  the  walls  were  plastered  and  frescoed.  The 
ceilings  of  the  different  apartments  were  cedar  from  Leb- 
anon, or  blackwood  from  India,  the  floors  were  paved  with 
marble,  and  the  principal  door-ways  guarded  by  colossal, 
human-headed,  winged  bulls  or  lions,  denoting  great  strength, 
wisdom,  and  fleetuess,  beautiful  symbols  of  their  divinities. 
The  gates  leading  to  the  palaces  were  bronze,  two  of  which, 
twenty-two  feet  high  and  sixteen  feet  wide,  have  lately  been 
recovered  by  Mr.  Bassam  at  Balawat,  belonging  to  the  royal 
residence  of  Shalmaneser  II.,  richly  wrought  in  low  relief,  re- 
cording among  many  other  campaigns  the  invasion  and  con- 
quest of  Israel  by  that  king  859  B.  C.  Shalmaneser  also  built 
the  north-west  palace  at  Nimroud,  in  which  was  found  the 
celebrated  black  obelisk  now  in  the  British  museum.  This 
obelisk,  whicli  is  seven  feet  higli  and  twenty-two  inches  square 
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at  Its  baae,  supplies  a  lost  link  in  AB^yrian  history,  giving  a  full 
aceoTtnt  of  the  reign  of  Shalmaneser  IL,  who  ascended  the 
throne  abont  890  E.  C. 

The  monament  bears  a  Cuneitic  inscription  of  two  hundred 
and  ten  lines,  and  is  covered  with  figiires  in  bass-relief  of  men 


and  TarionB  animals,  but  not  very  correctly  drawn — the  rhinoc- 
eros having  hoofs  and  mane,  the  monkeys  perfect  human 
features,  and  the  camels  two  humps  on  their  backs. 

After  an  invocation  to  Assarac,  the  supreme  god  of  heaven, 
the  king  furnislies  a  record  of  liis  reign  for  thirty-one  years, 
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comprising  an  account  of  battles  fouglit,  kings  conquered,  and 
cities  taken.  Among  many  other  places  mentioned,  are  Baby- 
lon, Boraippa,  Tyre,  and  Sidon;  and  among  Ins  vassal  kings, 
Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  and  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  whom  Elijah 
anointed — confirming  in  a  remarkable  manner  the  historical 
atatenients  of  the  Bible. 

But  the  most  interesting  discovery  made  was  the  finding  of 
nnmerous  inscribed  tablets  and  cylinders  in  the  palaces  of  Sen- 
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nachcrib,  and  his  grandson  Asshur-bani-pal,  or  Sardaiiapalus, 
•opposite  Mosul.  Hundreds  of  volumes  were  Lore  found,  not 
written  on  paper  or  parehment,  but  in  the  cur.oif orm  character 
on  thin  bricks  or  clay  tiles  while  yet  soft,  and  then  burned  hard 
in  the  kiln.  The  books  were  neatly  paged,  numbered,  cata- 
logued, and  arranged  upon  shelves  for  the  convenience  oi  the 
reader.  They  were  on  all  subjects — history,  poetry,  and  biogra- 
phy ;  agriculture,  religion  and  politics ;  also  grammars,  arith- 
metics and  dictionaries ;  legal  documents,  songs  to  their  gods, 
tables  of  cube  roots,  even  the  multiplication  table,  that  before 
this  was  supposed  to  have  originated  with  Pythagoras,  One 
work  on  astronomy  covered  seventy  tablets,  giving  the  posi- 
tion of  the  pole  star,  the  movements  of  the  comets,  and  of 
Venus  and  other  planets.  A  library  was  found  belonging  to 
one  of  the  early  kings  of  Ur  in  Chaldsea,  at  least  2,000  years 
B.  C.  Abraham  was  a  native  of  this  city,  and  here  were  the 
books  that  perhaps  the  patriarch  read  before  he  left  his  native 
land.  More  than  twenty  thousand  of  these  tablets  have  been 
recovered,  and,  what  is  very  strange,  they  all  bear  silent  wit- 
ness to  the  truth  of  God's  word ;  for  here,  on  these  earthen 
tiles,  as  well  as  on  the  gates  of  brass  and  slabs  of  marble  that 
once  adorned  these  splendid  palaces,  was  found  written  the 
whole  history  of  the  world,  from  the  creation  down  to  a  thou- 
sand years  after  the  flood,  wonderfully  confirming  the  Mosaic 
narrative ;  as  these  ancient  legends,  some  of  them  dating  back 
four  thousand  years,  must  have  originated  in  facts,  and  these 
facts  are  the  facts  of  the  Bible. 

Not  only  was  here  found  an  account  of  the  creation,  the 
deluge,  and  the  building  of  the  Tower  of  Babel,  but  of  the 
genesis  of  our  world — the  beginning,  when  "the  earth  was 
without  form  and  void;"  also,  of  the  origin  of  evil,  and  of 
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man,  with  all  the  particnlars  of  'his  temptation,  his  fall,  the 
corse  pronounced  upon  him,  and  his  expulsion  from  Paradise. 

But  what  is  most  strange,  we  find  on  tliese  tablets  an 
account  of  the  Mammoth,  and  other  huge  extinct  monsters, 
the  fossil  remains  of  which  have  been  such  an  enigma  to  nat- 
uraliBts.  And  on  one  of  the  seals  we  have  a  curious  rep- 
resentation of  the  cherubim  guarding  the  tree  of  life,  on  an- 
other the  casting  of  the  dragon,  or  Lucifer,  out  of  heaven ;  and 
on  still  another  Noah,  in  his  ark,  floating  on  a  shoreless  sea. 
We  also  find  on  these  cylinders  and  tablets  the  names  of  Abra- 
ham, Ishmael,  Koah,  Enoch,  and  other  biblical  characters. 


These  records  further  rihow  that  "  Eden  "  was  the  old  and 
natural  name  of  Babylon  ;  and  we  have  furnished  here  a  geo- 
graphical description  of  the  garden  in  which  the  openiugscene 
of  human  history  is  laid ;  answering,  in  every  respect,  the 
particulars  as  given  in  the  Scriptures,  even  to  the  names  of  the 
four  rivers  that  watered  the  garden. 

Many  of  these  clay  tablets  arc  not  mure  than  from  three  to 
four  inches  long,  by  two  inches  wide  and  half  an  inch  thick. 
The  writing  is  in  the  cuneiform  character,  and  in  some  instances 
BO  small  they  can  only  be  read  under  a  magnifying  glass,  and 
some  such  instrument  must  have  been  used  in  their  execntion. 

Thus,  after  the  lapse  of  thousands  of  years,  we  see  dug  up 
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out  of  the  mbbifih  of  ages,  the  royal  libnuy  of  the  Assyrian 
kings,  written  on  slabs' of  stone,  plates  of  brass,  and  tiles  of 
burned  clay,  and  bo  fully  agreeing  with  the  inspired  volume, 
that  they  seetn  almost  like  a  lapidary  edition  of  the  Book 
itself.  And  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  this  ancient  city  had 
been  allowed  to  remain  entombed  through  so  many  centuries 
solely  to  confound  the  folly  of  modem  skepticism. 

Babylon,  though  first  mentioned  in  connection  with  Nineveh, 
was  probably  founded  before  the  flood,  as  the  name  signifies 
"the  gate  of  God,"  or  more  properly,  "the  gate-way  to   the 


garden  of  God,"  and  it  more  than  likely  covered  the  site  of 
the  garden  of  Eden.  It  was  only  rebnilt  by  Nimrod,  grand- 
son of  Ham,  "  the  beginning  of  whose  kingdom  was  Babel," ' 
a  name  with  whicli  Babylon  became  confounded  after  the  con- 
fusion of  tongues. 

This  famous  city — the  capital  of  Shinar  or  Chaldsea — was 
greatly  enlarged  and  beautified  by  Semiramis  and  Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Herodotus  and  other  ancient  historians  describe  it  as 
a  vast  city  situated  on  both  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  inclosed 
■with  double  walls  of  great  height  and  thickness.  The  two 
'  Genesis  i,  10. 
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portiouB  of  the  city  were  connected  by  a  bridge  half  a 
long  spanning  the  river,  also  by  a  tunnel  under  the  river  bed, 
traces  of  which  still  remain*  Becent  researches  show  that 
these  statements  in  reference  to  the  extent  and  magnificence 
of  Babylon  were  not  exaggerations. 

Mr.  Kassam,  so  long  connected  with  explorations  in  the  £ast, 
has  lately  made  some  valuable  discoveries  on  the  site  of  this 
ancient  city.  He  has  succeeded  in  identifying  the  grand  palace 
of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  in  connection  therewith  found  the  ro- 
jnains  of  the  celebrated  hanging  gardens,  erected  by  that  king 
to  please  his  Median  queen  :  gredt'tnounds  of  earth  thrown  up 
in  terraces  on  stone  piers;  wells,  reservoirs,  and  aqueducts, 
used  doubtless  in  irrigating  the  gardens ;  ponderous  masses  of 
black  basaltic  rock,  to  repro  k'^  mountain  scenery,  which  must 
have  been  floated  down  thitp«Ver  from  the  hills  of  Armenia, 
together  with  inscriptions  aiid  numerous  other  articles,  proving 
beyond  doubt  that  this  was  the  imperial  palace  of  Babylon's 
greatest  king. 

Among  the  many  interesting  discoveries  made  here  were  the 
dens  where  the  wild  beasts  were  kept,  and  a  sculptured  colossal 
lion  in  basalt,  about  thirteen  feet  long  and  ten  high,  standing 
over  a  prQistrate  man,  supposed  to  represent  Daniel  in  the  lions' 
den.  There  is  a  band  around  the  jaws  of  the  lion  like  a  muz- 
zle, indicating,  perhaps,  that  the  angel  '^  shut  the  lion's  mouth."  ^ 
And  in  the  mound  of  Birs-Nimrud,  the  supposed  site  of  the 
Tower  of  Babel,  Mr.  Eassam  found  the  remains  of  several 
richly  decorated  chambers.  The  painting  was  on  plastered 
walls  and  enameled  bricks  of  beautiful  design.  This  able 
explorer  also  discovered  the  palace  and  banqueting  hall  of  Bel- 
shazzar,  the  roof  of  which  was  Indian  blackwood,  supported  bj 

'    1  Daniel  Ti,  22 
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Mosaic  oolnmns  and  pillars  of  enameled  bricka.  Thia  rich 
hall  was  probably  the  same  in  which  the  king  gave  the  great 
feast  to  his  thousand  lords,  and  saw  the  mjsterions  writing  on 
the  wall,  the  night  he  was  slain,'  B.  C.  539.  It  has  been 
asserted  that  no  such  king  ever  reigned  at  Babylon,  his  name 
not  appearing  in  profane  history ;  but  tablets  have  lately  been 
found  here  bearing  the  identical  name  of  '' Belshazzer,  king 
of  the  Chaldseans." 

This  was  Babylon's  last  king.  The  Modes  under  Cyrus, 
after  a  two  years'  siege,  that  night  entered  the  city.  It  was 
afterward  taken  by  Alexand^^r,  who  removed  the  seat  of  em- 
pire to  Seleuda.  ^^And  Babylon,  the  glory  of  kingdoms,  the 
beauty  of  the  Chaldees'  excellency,"  passed  forever  away. 
And  according  to  Isaiah's  predi"^'  \  "  It  shall  never  be  inhab- 
ited, neither  shall  it  be  dwelt  in  ..  .^i  generation  to  generation ; 
neither  shall  the  Arabian  pitch  LiS  tent  there;  neither  shall 
the  shepherds  make  their  fold  there.  But  wild  beasts  of  the 
desert  shall  lie  there ;  and  their  houses  shall  be  full  of  doleful 
creatures ;  and  owls  shall  dwell  there,  and  satyrs  shall  dance 
there.  And  the  wild  beasts  of  the  islands  shall  cry  in  their 
desolate  houses,  and  dragons  in  their  pleasant  palaces."  * 

What  Layard,  Rassain,  and  Smith  have  done  for  Nineveh 
and  Babylon,  General  Cesnola  has  done  for  Cyprus,  the 
Oliittim  of  Scripture.  He  has  identified  eight  ancient  cities, 
explored  fifteen  temples  and  over  sixty  thousand  tombs;  and 
has  found  in  these  tombs  and  temples  twenty  thousand  vases, 
busts,  and  statues  in  marble  and  terra-cotta;  tliree  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nineteen  glass  vases  and  bottles;  sixteen 
hundred  articles  in  gold,  silver,  and  bronze,  some  of  beautiful 
workmanship;  two  solid  gold  armlets,  weighing  two  pounds 

1  Daniel  t,  80.  *  Isaiah  xiii,  19-22. 
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each,  bolonging  to  the  king  of  Paphoe;  a  great  variety  ol 
rings,  necklaces,  and  bracelets,  some  like  serpents,  others  witb 
the  head  of  Medusa,  lie  also  found  the  name  of  tlie  procon- 
sul, PauluSy  probably  Sergius  Pan  Ins,  one  of  PauPs  converts, 
and  governor  of  Cyprus  at  the  time  of  the  apostle's  visit.* 

This  island  was  first  settled  by  the  Phoenicians,  afterward 
held  successively  by  the  Assyrians,  Egj'ptians,  Oreeks,  Hoinans, 
and  Turks,  and  is  now  an  English  colony,  having  lately  \)ccn 
ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey. 

Other  explorations  have  been  made  at  Sus,  or  Susa,  the 
Shnshan  of  Scripture  and  royal  residence  of  the  Persian  kings, 
situated  on  the  river  Eulseus,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  north  of  the  Persian  Oulf.  General  Williams  and  Mr. 
Loftus,  in  their  exca\titionr  «on  the  site  of  this  old  capital  of 
ancient  Elam,  found  the  iit^el  and  other  extensive  remains, 
among  them  the  supposed  palace  of  Aliasucnis,  the  Xerxes  of 
history.  This  ruin  stands  on  a  raised  platform  of  sun-dried 
bricks,  covering  sixty  acres  and  seventy  feet  high.  The  walls, 
being  of  sunburnt  brick,  have  all  crumbled  to  dust,  but  the 
bases  of  seventy-two  richly-carved  pillars,  together  with  many 
other  pieces  of  sculpture,  have  been  recovered. 

The  palace  was  a  pavilion  very  similar  to  that  at  Pcrscpolis, 
consisting  of  a  grand  central  hall  or  inner  court,  two  hundred 
feet  square,  paved  with  colored  marble,  the  roof  of  which  was 
supported  by  thirty-six  beautiful  marble  columns  over  sixty 
feet  high.  This  hall  was  inclosed  on  three  sides  by  wide  colon- 
nades or  porches,  in  which  Ahasuerus  gave  his  public  recep 
tions.  The  "inner  court"  was  where  he  held  his  private 
audiences,  and  probably  where  Queen  Esther  went  "  in  unto 
the  king,"  to  intercede  for  her  people.*    The  great  feast  was 

>  Acu  xiii,  7.  *  Esther  iy,  16. 
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givon  **  in  the  gardenB  of  Uio  king's  palace,"  or  the  eonrts  tsar* 
rounding  the  palace.  ^^  The  king's  gate,"  where  Mordecai  sat, 
was  a  hall  one  hundred  feet  square  that  stood  about  two  hun- 
dred feet  in  front  of  the  main  entrance. 

The  city  is  now  entirely  deserted,  save  by  lions,  wolves, 
jackals,  and  other  wild  beasts,  which  find  here  a  safe  hiding- 
place,  and  hold  their  nightly  carnivals  in  the  courts  of  the 
renowned  king  who  "  reigned  from  India  oven  unto  Ethiopia," 
and  commanded  the  largest  army  ever  marshaled  on  earth. 
The  reputed  tombs  of  Daniel,  Esther,  and  Mordecai  are  still 
pointed  out  near  this  the  scene  of  their  labors  and  deatli. 

Equally  important  discoveries  are  being  made  in  Palestine. 
In  a  former  chapter  we  gave  an  account  of  the  finding  of  the 
"King's  Highway,"  over  which  the  Israelites,  after  passing 
the  wilderness,  entered  Canaan.  It  is  a  paved  road,  with  side 
walls,  and  can  easily  be  traced  from  "  the  city  that  stood  in  the 
midst  of  the  river,"  at  the  "  fords  of  Amon,"  through  Aroer 
to  Heshbon  and  Xebo.  Dibon,  once  the  capital  of  Moab,  and 
where  the  celebrated  Mesha  stone  was  found,  was  situated  on 
this  highway,  and  just  now  is  the  center  of  considerable  inter- 
est from  reports  that  other  similar  stones  have  been  discovered 
near  there,  during  the  last  year.  It  is  also  in  this  neighborhood 
that  the  unique  Moabite  pottery  is  found,  about  which  there 
has  been  such  a  sharp  controversy  among  antiquarians.  Per- 
sonally, we  have  no  doubt  concerning  the  genuineness  of  tliesc 
articles,  but  are  not  disposed  to  discuss  the  question  here.  Tho 
savants  of  Europe  are  at  work  upon  the  inscriptions,  and  the 
result  of  their  investigations  will  shortly  be  made  known. 
We,  however,  are  fully  satisfied  from  what  has  already  been 
deciphered,  that  the  discovery  will  shed  much  additional  light 
upon  many  obscure  portions  of  Old  Testament  history. 
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The  collection  thus  far  made  consists  of  about  fifteen  tLou- 
Band  kiln-burnt  urns,  idols,  vases,  tAbletB,  and  other  articles,  many 
of  them  small  images  and  coins ;  and,  what  is  remarkable,  no 
two  are  alike,  except  in  this  one  particular,  they  all  have  seven 
indentations  upon  them,  symbolical  of  something  mysterious. 

Generally  they  are  rudely  made,  and  some  of  them  indecent, 
but  this  was  peculiar  to  the  worship  of  Peor,  the  favorite  god- 
dess of  the  Moabitee.  ■  Perhaps  one  thousand  of  the  lai;ger 


articles  bear  inscriptions  in  Greek  or  Phoenician  cliaracters. 
These  characters  appear  to  be  divided  into  four  or  more  sys- 
tems, belonging  to  as  many  ages  and  dialects.  In  addition  to  the 
Greek  alphabet  there  are  several  irregular  letters,  the  meaning 
of  which  has  not  yet  been  determined.  About  one  third  of  the 
characters  are  uniform  in  all  the  systems,  and  identical  with 
those  on  tlie  famous  Moabite  stone. 
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We  have  before  hb,  belonging  to  this  collection,  an  nm  six- 
teen and  a  half  inches  bigb)  without  the  base,  which  has  been 
broken  off,  and  seven  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  fonnd  in  a 
cave  near  Heshbon,  not  far  from  Beth-Peor.  It  appears,  so  far 
as  we  are  capable  of  judging,  to  have  been  a  votive  offering, 

m 

probably  filled  with  wine  or  oil,  and  presented  to  the  god  Taad 
— corresponding  to  the  Egyptian  Thoth— the  god  of  letters,  by 
a  person  named  Hasak  or  Hezekiah,  with  the  prayer  that  Taad 
would  remember  and  bless  him,  and  all  the  gods  protect 
him.  It  has  on  it  sixty  raised  characters,  about  two  inches 
long,  arranged  in  five  lines  extending  entirely  round  the 
vase.' 

Abu  Shusheh,  about  four  miles  south-east  of  Bamleh,  has 
lately  been  identified  as  the  ancient  Levitical  city  pf  Oezer,  re- 
taken from  the  Philistines  by  Pharaoh,  King  of  Egypt,  and 
given  to  his  daughter,  Solomon's  wife.  The  boundaries  of  the 
forty-eight  cities  set  apart  for  the  sons  of  Levi  have  long  been 
a  subject  of  controversy.  Last  summer,  in  visiting  this  place, 
my  attention  was  called  to  two  large  stones  with  inscriptions 
upon  them  in  old  Hebrew  and  Greek  characters ;  the  letters 
were  about  nine  inches  long,  and  deeply  cut  in  the  horizontal 
face  of  the  native  limestone  rock  where  it  cropped  out  of  the 
ground.  According  to  Mr.  Clermont-Ganneau,  and  othei 
archffiologists,  the  inscriptions  read :  ^^  The  limits,  or  boundary, 
of  Gezer,"  and  these  old  land-marks  were  no  doubt  intende<) 
to  define  the  outer  boundary  of  the  city  suburbs. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  stones  are  no  longer  in  theii 
original  position,  the  Turkish  authorities  having  removed  them 
to  Constantinople. 

This  discovery  will  go  far  toward  fixing  the  standard  of  the 

'  This  Tase  Is  now  in  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  Tork. 
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Jewieli  cubit,  and  in  determining  the  ehape  and  extent  of  the 
suburbs  of  the  Levitical  cities. 

The  cities  themselves  being  among  those  taken  from  tlie 
former  occupants  of  the  cotintry,  were  more  than  likely  of  dif- 
ferent dimensions,  no  two,  perhaps,  alike.  Some  may  have 
been  square,  others  round.  The  limit  of  the  inner  suburb  was 
one  thousand  cubits  from  the  wall  "  round  about ; "  this  may 
have  been  circular.  The  outer  precincts  were  two  thousand 
cubits  beyond  the  inner,  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  or,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  Hebrew  text,  "  to  the  east  corner  two  thousand  cu- 
bits." *  So  the  boundary  of  the  outlying  fields  could  not  have 
been  circular,  but  angular.  The  suburbs  did  not  measure  three 
thousand  cubits  in  all  directions ;  only  the  angles  at  the  four 
cardinal  points,  the  sides  being  diagonal.     The  first  thousand 
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cubits  were  to  be  measured  "  from  the  waU  of  the  city,"  not 
from  the  center  of  it,  the  city  being  "  in  the  midst." 

A  discovery  of  some  interest  has  also  been  made  at  Gaza,  in 
the  old  mosque  of  that  city,  which  was  once  a  Jewish  synar 

*  Numbers  xxxv,  3-4 
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gogiic.  On  one  of  the  marble  colnmns  of  this  raosqne  ib  m 
beantifnlly  executed  model  of  the  golden  candlestick  of  the 
Temple.  It  resembles  very  much  the  one  on  the  arch  of  Titns 
at  Rome ;  only  this  one  is  surrounded  with  a  wreatli,  as  if 
trimmed  for  some  festive  occasion,  perhaps  the  feast  of  ^ber- 
nacles.  It  has  the  seven  branches  with  candles  represented  as 
burning  in  the  sockets.  The  knife  of  sacrifice  hangs  from  one 
of  the  brandies,  and  some  other  instrument  from  another  branch 
on  the  opposite  side.  The  name  of  Kabbi  Ilanna,  son  of  Yo- 
seph — John,  the  son  of  Joseph — ^in  old  Hebrew,  is  inscribed 
below  on  the  same  column. 

A  few  months  since,  a  peasant  man  fonnd  near  Ekron,  five 
miles  south-west  of  Kamleh,  on  the  great  maritime  Plain  of 
Philistia,  a  stone  seal  about  one  inch  square  on  the  face,  bearing 
a  peculiar  device,  and  which  I  purchased  for  a  trifle,  not  consid- 
ering it  of  any  great  value.  Since  then  many  antiquarians,  to 
whom  impressions  were  sent,  have  pronounced  the  device  an 
image  of  Beelzebub,  the  great  Fly  god,  and  the  only  one  ever 
discovered.  He  is  represented  as  a  man  of  the  Assyrian  type, 
with  short  beard  and  four  wings.  In  his  hands  he  holds  two 
apes  or  monkeys,  denoting,  perhaps,  his  office  as  "Prince  of 
devils,"  apes  being  sometimes  translated  devils  in  the  Script- 
ures.' Beelzebub  was  the  principal  deity  of  the  Philistines, 
and  is  frequently  referred  to  in  the  New  Testament.  We  are 
also  informed  that  when  Ahaziah,  King  of  Israel,  fell  from  liis 
palace  window  in  Samaria  and  was  fatally  injured,  he  sent  to. 
this  god  at  Ekron,  to  inquire  whether  he  should  recover  or 
die.  We,  however,  have  never  before  been  able  to  form  a  cor- 
rect idea  of  the  figure  of  this  celebrated  deity.  The  name 
signifies  Fly-god,  or  destroyer  of  flies,  a  generic  term  applicable 

'  Deuteronomy  xxxii,  17. 
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to  all  winged  tiieecte,  aa  flies,  gnats,  locuBte,  mosquitoes,  and 
the  like,  which  have  alwaj's  been  the  plague  of  the  Orient. 

It  has  generally  been  supposed  tliat  tliJs  god  was  worshiped 
under  the  symbol  of  a  fly,  others  argued  for  the  beetle  or  scara- 
beus ;  but  Beelzebub,  you  will  observe,  was  an  oracular  divinity, 
80  must  have  been  represented  in  the  human  form,  as  man  is 
the  only  creature  endowed  with  the  gift  of  speech. 

And  may  not  this  deity  answer  to  "  the  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air,"  referred  to  by  St.  Paul  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Ephe- 
sians  ? '     Beelzebub  was  regarded  as  tlie  god  of  all  the  insecta 


that  fly  in  the  air,  and  the  ignorant  Philistines  in  their  worship 
sought  to  secure  hi%  favor  under  the  impression  that  he  only 
could  protect  them  from  tlie  fearful  plague  of  flies,  locusts,  and 
grasshoppers,  bo  common  in  the  East :  the  visitation  of  which 
was  generally  followed  by  famine  and  pestilence,  translated  ia 
some  instances  demon  or  destroyer  in  the  Scriptures.  This- 
view  appears  more  rational  than  to  suppose  the  air  we  breathe 
to  be  swarming  with  evil  spirits 

■  EphesianB  il,  2  ;  Hark  ili,  S2. 

*  This  Beal  is  Mill  in  poesessioD  of  ihe  author,  who  has  refiued  a  large  BDm 
offered  for  it  b;  the  BritiBh  HuBeum,  it  being  the  only  Image  of  Beelzebub  thus- 
far  discovereii.      It  was  probably  used  fnr  xenling  the  oraclps  of  this  god. 
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An  order  was  recently  iasaed  by  the  Sultan  for  removing  the 
old  wallfiy  and  dismantling  the  fortifications  of  JafEa.  In  cut- 
ting a  gate  through  a  water  battery  at  an  angle  of  the  sea  wall, 
built  by  Vespasian,  and  directly  in  front  of  the  reputed  house 
of  Simon  the  tanner,  the  workmen  came  upon  three  oval-shaped 
tanners'  vats,  hewn  out  of  the  natural  rock,  and  lined  with 
Boman  cement,  down  very  near  the  sea,  and  similar  in  every 
respect  to  those  in  use  eighteen  centuries  ago.  There  is  also 
a  freshwater  spring  flowing  from  the  clifiE  close  by,  long  known 
as  the  Tanners'  Spring. 

This  discovery,  at  least,  proves  that  the  house  on  the  rocky 
bluS  above,  from  which  steps  lead  down  to  the  vats,  must 
have  belonged  to  some  tanner ;  and,  as  it  is  not  likely  more  than 
one  of  that  trade  would  be  living  in  so  small  a  place  as  Ja£Ea, 
this,  in  all  probability,  is  the  identical  spot  where  the  house  of 
Simon  stood,  with  whom  Peter  was  sojourning  when  he  saw 
his  wonderful  vision,  and  received  the  servants  of  Cornelius, 
who  came  all  the  way  from  Csesarea  to  have  the  apostle  visit 
tlicir  master  in  that  city.  A  cedar  beam  was  also  found  under 
a  section  of  the  wall,  deeply  imbedded  in  the  sand,  showing 
that  this  was  probably  the  very  port  where  Solomon  landed  the 
timber  and  marble  for  his  gorgeous  temple  on  Moriah. 

Another  interesting  discovery  has  just  been  made  by  the  Pal- 
estine Exploration  Society.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus,  the  city  was  rebuilt  by 
order  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian,  and  the  name  clianged  to  i£lia 
Capitolina,  in  honor  of  himself.  This  emperor  also,  to  com- 
memorate his  victory  over  the  Jews  and  the  overthrow  of  their 
religion  erected  a  grand  temple  on  Mount  Moriah,  which  he 
dedicated  to  Jupiter,  placing  therein  a  beautiful  marble  statue 
of  himself. 
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Lately  a  poor  peasant,  digging  among  the  rubbish  in  the  old 
road-bed,  just  outside  the  Damascus  gate,  near  the  Tomb  of  the 
Kings,  came  upon  wliat  appears  to  be  the  head  of  this  celebrated 
statue.  The  physiognomy  of  Hadrian  is  striking,  and  there  is 
Uttle  difficulty  in  identifying  his  statue  by  the  rather  low  fore- 
head, Roman  nose,  crisp  beard,  curved  eyelids,  stem  look,  and 
curled  mustache,  all  of  which  are  here  clearly  defined.  M. 
Clermont-Ganneau,  and  otlier  archaeologists,  consider  this  the 


head  of  the  identical  statue  of  the  great  emperor,  which  origin- 
ally stood  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinns,  erected  on  the 
site  of  the  once  magnificent  temple  of  Solomon. 

The  statue  had  been  broken  into  fragments,  its  head  used  as 
a  common  paving-stone,  and  when  found  was  lying  in  the 
highway,  face   downward,  where    for  centuries  it  had   been 
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trampled  in  the  dust  bj  almost  every  donkey,  camel,  and  pil- 
grim that  entered  the  gates  of  Ziont 

How  strangely  God  brings  to  naught  the  designs  of  wicked 
men  t  This  emperor  sought  to  obliterate  all  knowledge  of  the 
tmc  God  and  his  worship;  blotted  out  the  very  name  of  the 
holy  city ;  piled  up  mountains  of  earth  over  the  tomb  of  Christ ; 
built  pagan  temples  on  Calvary  and  Moriah,  and  set  up  his  own 
unage  in  the  most  sacrod  place  to  receive  the  homage  due  only 
to  God.  All  which  seems  to  have  transpired  but  yesterday  in 
the  history  of  our  race.  Tonlay,  iu  clearing  away  the  ruins 
of  the  past,  we  find  the  mutilated  head  of  the  conqueror  of 
the  Jews,  with  the  laurel  and  eagle  still  upon  his  brow,  and 
the  imperial  expression  in  his  eye,  but  liis  ix>wer  and  gloiy 
forever  gone*  To-day  Hadrian  only  lives  in  history,  his  beau- 
tiful tomb  in  Bome  is  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo ;  his  marble 
sarcophagus  is  the  baptismal  font  iu  St.  Peter's,  and  Jupiter, 
his  favorite  deity,  is  without  a  temple,  priest,  or  worshiper,  on 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  for 
every  fragment  of  Jehovah's  temple  demolished  by  this  em- 
peror, a  Christian  church  has  sprung  up  somewhere  in  the 
earth,  and  to-day  millions  of  devout  hearts  crowd  the  courts 
of  the  Lord's  house  in  every  land,  to  join  in  doxologies  of 
praise  to  ^^Him  whose  dominion  is  universal,  and  of  whose 
kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 

These,  and  other  discoveries  which  are  almost  daily  made  in 
the  sites  of  cities  and  places  not  hitherto  identified,  help  very 
much  to  settle  long-disputed  points,  go  far  toward  establishing 
the  inspired  record,  and  add  greatly  to  the  interest  taken  in 
biblical  researches. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

IIOMEWABD     BOUKD. 

■ttpreniions  on  leaying  Jerusalem — Old  CSty  of  Damasoiis— Turkish  Bath— CIreil 
Mosque— Baalbeo  by  Moonlight^Cedars  of  Lebanon— Bulns  of  Bphesos— 
Temple  of  Dian»— Classic  Athens — ^Yeetiges  of  Ancient  Greece— Home  agafaL 

IN  leaving  Jerusalem,  after  a  residenee  of  four  years,  wo  ex- 
perienced the  saddest  feelings.  It  was  like  parting  with 
some  long-cherished  friend,  and  painful  to  tear  ourselves  away. 
Our  heads  were  continually  turning  and  looking  back  to  catch, 
if  possible,  another  and  still  another  view  of  the  Holy  City. 
Even  when  miles  away,  we  found  ourselves  standing  up  in  our 
stirrups,  stretching  our  necks  and  straining  our  eyes  in  hopes  of 
getting  yet  another  glimpse.  And  when,  near  Bethel,  we  saw 
for  the  last  time  the  ^^  Dome  of  the  Bock  "  on  the  summit  of 
Moriah,  it  was  like  taking  a  last  look  of  the  old  homestead  or 
of  a  beloved  parent.  Crossing  the  Jordan  at  Damieh,  and  tak- 
ing on  our  route  Jerash,  Bozrah,  Edrei,  and  other  famous  stone 
cities  of  Bashan  and  the  Ilauran,  after  many  adventures,  but 
nothing  serious,  we  safely  reached  the  old  city  of  Damascus. 

The  history  of  this  city  dates  back  very  near  the  Flood.  It 
is  supposed,  by  some,  to  cover  the  site  of  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
and  to  have  been  founded  by  IJz,  the  great-grandson  of  Noah. 
It  must  have  been  a  place  of  importance  in  the  days  of  Abra- 
ham, whose  steward  was  ^^  Eliezer  of  Damascus,"  and  according 
to  Josephus,  Abraham  himself  at  one  time  was  a  reigning 
prince  of  this  city.  It  certainly  is  among  the  oldest  cities  on 
our  globe,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  has  flourished  under  every 
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dynasty,  and  is  Btill  the  largest  city  in  Syria.  Beaatifnlly  situ- 
ated on  the  banks  of  the  Abana  and  Fliarpar  rivers,  in  the 
midst  of  luxuriant  gardens,  it  may  very  appropriately  be  called 
"  tlie  pearl  of  the  East." 

Our  first  stroll  was  through  the  crooked  "street  called 
Straight,"  by  the  house  of  Judas,  and  Ananias,  and  out  of  the 
eastern  gate,  where  we  were  shown  tlie  traditional  site  of 


Naaman's  house,  and  where  Paul  was  let  down  over  the  wall. 
But  to  me,  the  most  interesting  object  was  the  Great  Mosque, 
eleven  hundred  feet  long  and  eight  hundred  wide — the  largest 
house  of  worship  in  the  world,  except  the  noble  sanctuary  at 
Jenisalem,  originally  a  pagan  temple,  tlien  a  Christian  church 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  said  to  contain  his  heail 
in  a  casket  of  gold — now  r\  '^follanlmedan  mosque,     0\'er  one 
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of  the  grand  entrances  to  tiiis  temple,  now  closed,  may  still  be 
seen  the  very  singular  Greek  inscription,  "  Thy  kingdom,  O 
Christ,  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  thy  dominion  endureth 
throughout  all  generations."  This  prophetic  inscription  has 
stood  here  since  the  earliest  ages  of  Christianity,  and  over  the 
portals  of  Islainism  for  these  twelve  hundred  years. 

Never  liaving  taken  a  Turkish  bath,  several  of  ns  one  morning 
concluded  to  test  this  Oriental  luxury.  On  entering  the  estab- 
lishment, we  were  met  by  two  turbaned  Turks  evaporated  into 


mere  skin  and  bones,  and  conducted  to  an  elevated  platform 
where  we  were  requested  to  undress.  From  here  we  were 
taken  from  apartment  to  apartment,  each  one  hotter  and  hot- 
ter, until  respiration  became  difficult,  and  a  peculiar  sensation 
of  suffocation  came  over  me.  Very  soon  we  were  ushered  into 
a  small  oven-shaped  room,  feeling  hot  enough  to  roast  a  man, 
and  stretched  out  on  its  heated  marble  Hoor,  the  perspiration 
oozing  profusely  from  every  pore,  as  if  the  whole  body  were 
dissolving.     After  this  we  were  drenched,  at  intervals,  with 
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pails  of  hot  water  thrown  over  our  shoulders,  the  steam  fiUing 
the  room  and  ahnost  par-boiling  us.  Next,  in  came  a  gaunt, 
raw-boned  Arab,  looking  as  if  aU  commiseration  had  been 
stewed  out  of  him,  and  with  brush  and  soap-suds  began  scrub- 
bing our  tender,  half -cooked  bodies  at  a  fearful  rate,  fairly 
taking  the  flesh  from  our  bones.  This  process  of  steaming, 
scraping,  scrubbing,  was  kept  up  for  perhaps  half  an  hour; 
when,  blind  from  the  soap  in  our  eyes,  faint  from  the  exces- 
sive heat,  sore  from  the  unmerciful  scouring,  and  provoked 
at  our  own  folly  in  submitting  to  such  vile  treatment,  we 
were  taken  into  another  apartment  and  plunged  into  a  bath 
up  to  our  chins,  hotter  if  possible,  than  any  thing  we  had 
yet  experienced.  Never  did  mortals  suffer  more  in  the  same 
length  of  time  than  wo  poor  wretches  in  that  seething  caldron. 
Taken  from  this  vat,  we  were  wrapped  in  winding  sheets  and 
laid  out  on  marble  slabs  to  cool,  as  if,  sure  enough,  they 
intended  us  for  immediate  burial ;  and  really,  if  tliis  process 
had  continued  much  longer,  we  would  soon  have  been  lit  sub- 
jects for  the  tomb.  Finally,  after  more  rubbing,  rolling,  and 
thumping,  we  were  conducted  back  to  the  room  we  first  en- 
tered, stretched  out  on  Turkish  divans,  regaled  with  Turkish 
coffee,  fumigated  with  Turkish  tobacco  until  our  eyes  began  to 
swim  as  in  some  dreamy  state,  from  which  we  were  soon 
aroused  by  our  sharpened  appetites  clamoring  for  something 
more  substantial  than  smoke  and  vapor.  So  off  we  hastened  to 
our  tents,  reaching  them  just  in  time  for  a  good  breakfast, 
thoroughly  satisfied  and  disgusted  with  the  Turkish  bath. 

About  midway  between  this  and  Beirut,  on  the  high  plain 
between  the  two  ranges  of  the  Lebanons,  are  the  ruins  of  Baal- 
bec,  in  some  respects  the  sublimest  works  ever  executed  by  the 
genius  of  man.    Nothing  in  Greece,  Rome,  or  Egypt  can  com- 
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pare  with  them.  Here,  on  a  vast  platform  nine  hundred  feet 
long  and  five  hundred  wide,  standing  thirty  feet  above  the 
plain,  and  supported  by  a  wall  of  immense  stones,  the  largest 
sixty-nine  feet  long,  fifteen  feet  thick,  and  seventeen  feet  wide, 
are  the  remains  of  two  magnificent  temples,  one  dedicated  to 
Baal,  and  the  other  to  Jupiter,  the  most  perfect  ruins  in  the 
world — single  columns  seventy-five  feet  high  and  twenty-one 
feet  in  circumference,  surmounted  by  an  entablature  fifteen 
feet  high,  all  of  exquisite  workmanship.  The  eastern  door-way 
to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  is  forty-two  feet  liigli  in  the  clear,  and 
twenty-one  feet  wide,  with  massive  pilasters  richly  carved. 
The  key-stone  of  this  portal  weighs  sixty  tons,  and  on  it  is 
sculptured  the  symbol  of  Jupiter,  power  and  dominion — an 
eagle  soaring  among  the  stars,  grasping  in  his  talons  the  thun- 
derbolts of  Jove.  The  eagle  on  the  standard  of  our  country 
was  taken  from  this  Koman  symbol,  and  I  suppose  but  for 
this  sculpture  over  the  entrance  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  at 
Baalbec  we  never  would  have  had  any  spread-eagle  speeches 
in  America.  Our  tents  were  pitched  in  the  very  center  of  this 
grand  ruin,  the  history  of  which  is  lost  in  tlie  misty  past,  and 
we  were  pcnnitted  to  eat  and  sleep  and  dream  in  this  gorgeous 
temple  of  the  sun.  The  night  was  clear  and  warm,  and  we 
enjoyed  the  rare  privilege  of  seeing  Baalbec  by  moonlight. 
The  effect  was  very  fine ;  our  own  shadows  seemed  to  people 
anew  the  place,  and  as  we  wandered  from  temple  to  temple 
over  broken  columns  and  crumbling  walls,  we  could  ahnost 
fancy  we  saw  the  old  fire-worshipers  in  their  midniglit  orgies 
again. 

In  visiting  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  from  Baalbec,  we  crossed 
the  broad  rich  plain  of  Buk&^a,  nearly  four  thousand  feet  above 
the  ocean  level,  and  in  two  hours  began  ascending  the  lower 
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spurs  of  the  inoiintain,  and  in  two  honrs  more  were  at  'Ain 
'Ata,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night.  After  pitching  onr 
tents  we  retired  early,  lioping  to  enjoy  a  comfortable  night'& 
rest ;  but  about  midnight  a  furious  hurricane  suddenly  struck 
our  camp,  blowing  down  our  tents  and  leaving  us  exposed  to 
the  peltings  of  the  pitiless  atorm.  The  next  morning,  half 
frozen,  we  continued  our  joumoy,  and  after  three  hours'  hard 
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climbing  by  a  rocky,  tortuouB  path  over  fields  of  snow  and  the 
highest  ranges  of  Lebanon,  when  near  the  summit  we  encoun- 
tered another  fearful  storm  of  wind,  rain  and  hail.  The  thun-  , 
dcr  shook  the  very  mountain  beneath  us,  bringing  down  great 
avalanclics  across  our  path.  The  lightnings  shot  forth  their 
fiery  fangs  like  enormous  serpents.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents. 
Our  horses  refused  to  face  the  storm,  and  all  wc  could  do  was 
to  turn  our  backs  to  the  blast  and  wait  until  it  had  spent  its 
fury.     Cold,  wet,  hungry,  ahnost  dead,  we  reached  the  fainous 

a 

cedars,  so  celebrated  in  sacred  history,  about  nightfall,  greatly 
enjoying  the  dinner  and  warm  fire  that  awaited  our  arrival. 

This  grove  covers  a  knoll  six  thousand  three  liundred  feet 
above  the  sea,  at  the  head  of  the  Kadisha  River,  on  the  verge 
of  perpetual  snow ;  thus  crowning  with  glory  the  summit  of 
the  vegetable  world !  There  ai*e  not  more  than  four  hundred 
trees  in  this  collection,  mostly  small,  tlie  twelve  largest,  known 
as  the  twelve  patriarchs,  are  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  in  circum- 
ference, and  about  one  hundred  feet  higli.  Other  groves  liave 
recently  been  discovered  to  the  north  and  south,  one  back  of 
Sidon,  very  beautiful ;  and  no  doubt  the  whole  mountain,  at 
one  time,  was  covered  with  these  goodly  trees.  But  Hiram's 
thirty  thousand  men,  and  the  ravages  of  three  thousand  years, 
have  made  sad  havoc  among  them,  and  the  wonder  is  that  any 
remain  to  this  day.  The  wood  is  of  a  close-grained,  firm  text- 
ure, very  durable,  and  in  appearance  resembles  our  white-pine. 
Anciently  it  was  used  only  by  royalty  and  for  religious  pur- 
poses. The  great  image  of  Diana,  at  Ephesus,  and  the  oldest 
idol  in  Egypt,  were  of  cedar.  The  palace  of  King  David 
was  '^a  house  of  <$edar,"  and  the  wood-work  of  the  grand 
temples  of  Solomon,  Apollo,  and  Diana,  were  of  the  same 
material. 
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Theee  treeB  are  called  in  tin;  Scriptures,  "  TLe  trees  of  the 
Lord,  .  .  .  which  he  liath  planted," '  and  they  belong  excla- 
aively  to  Lebanon — are  indigenous  to  no  other  part  of  the 
world.    "No  otlier  tree  was  like  unto  them  for  beauty."    And 


in  the  poetic  language  of  Ezekiel,  "  All  the  trees  of  Eden,  that 
were  in  the  garden  of  God,  envied"  them.*     Though  some- 
what shattered  with  ago,  they  still  spread  wide  their  fr^rant 
'  Psalm  civ,  IB.  »  Ezekiel  nxxi,  ». 
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brancbeB,  and  run  out  their  roots  far  and  deep,  taking  hold  of 
the  very  foundation  of  the  mountain,  so  that  the  storme  of 
many  centuriee  have  failed  to  destroy  them :  beantifnlly  sym- 
bolizing  the  Christian  rooted  and  grounded  in  Christ,  whom 
no  storm  can  uproot.  "  The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the 
palm-trDc ;  he  sliali  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon."  ' 

The  solitude  of  this  forest  is  oppressive ;  and  the  somber 
shade  cast  by  the  evergreen  foliage,  the  sighing  of  the  winde 
through  the  gnarled  branches,  and  the  associationg  awakened 


by  the  venerable  appearance  of  these  trees,  made  us  feel  more 
solemn  than  joyous ;  and  after  a  few  hours'  rest  we  turned  our 
faces  westward,  first  down  the  valley  of  the  Kadisha,  tlien  over 
a  succession  of  rocky  ridges,  through  the  grandest  scenery, 
but  over  the  roughest  roads,  ever  traveled  by  horsemen. 

Passing  the  river  Adonis,  near  the  fabled  scene  of  that 
young  man's  death  and  frequent  interviews  with  Venus — a 
wild,  picturesque  gorge,  with  numerous  fountains  and  water- 
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falls — fit  temple  for  Cupid — and  crossing  a  deep  cbaeni  on  a 
natural  bridge,  one  hundred  and  uixtj-tliree  feet  long,  eighty 
feet  high,  by  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  wide — a  most 
romantic  spot,  and  a  wonderful  freak  of  nature,  we,  on  the 
second  day,  began  the  aecent  of  another  mountain  range 
near  the  coast,  and  aa  we  were  wondering  in  our  own  minds 
whether  we  should  ever  reach  its  er^gy  Bummit,  lo,  all  at  once 
the  eea,  the  blue,  tideless  Mediterranean  Sea,  buret  upon  our 


vision  I  and  in  a  few  hours  we  were  in  Beirut,  the  end  of  our 
journey  on  horseback,  feeling  very  thankful  for  our  Bafe  pas- 
sage of  the  Lebanons. 

In  the  Prussian  Cemetery,  close  by  the  road-side,  aa  you 
enter  Beirut,  a  gray  granite  obelisk  marks  the  tomb  of  the 
lamented  Bishop  Kingeley.  who  died  in  this  city  April  6, 1870, 
on  his  tour  round  the  world.  The  monument  was  shipped 
from  New  York  during  the  author's  residence  in  Palestine,  and 
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it  became  his  painful,  yet  pleasing,  duty,  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  this  memorial  over  the  grave  of  a  brother  minister. 

Three  days  from  Beimt  brought  us,  by  steamer,  to  Smyrna, 
^e  largest  city  in  Asia  Minor,  and  the  seat  of  one  of  the  ^'  seven 
Churches,"  the  one  of  which  the  venerable  Polycarp  was  bishop, 
and  where  he  suffered  martyrdom.  A  cypress-tree  on  the  hill 
back  of  the  city  is  supposed  to  mark  the  spot  where  this  good 
man  was  burned  at  the  stake. 

In  two  hours  by  rail  from  Smyrna  we  were  at  Ephesus, 
once  the  principal  city  in  Ionia,  and  for  centuries  the  metropo- 
lis of  Western  Asia.  Among  the  splendid  edifices  for  which 
this  city  was  celebrated  was  the  magnificent  temple  of  Diana, 
said  to  have  been  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  in  building. 
Its  roof  was  of  cedar,  supported  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  columns  sixty  feet  high,  each  a  single  shaft  of  Parian 
marble,  fluted  and  beautifully  colored.  Tliis  temple  was  one 
of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world,  and  contained  the  famous 
statue  of  the  goddess  Diana,  which  was  supposed  by  the 
credulous  people  to  have  fallen  from  heaven,  and  "  whom  all 
Asia  and  the  world  worshiped." '  The  site  of  this  grand 
temple,  which  for  centuries  was  unknown — some  persons  even 
questioning  whether  it  ever  existed — ^has  recently  been  discov- 
ered after  a  search  of  eight  years,  by  Dr.  Wood,  of  the  British 
Museum,  at  the  end  of  the  sacred  way,  a  colonnade  of  gorgeous 
tombs,  and  about  one  mile  from  the  Magnesia  gate.  No  young 
mother  ever  rejoiced  more  over  her  first-bom  than  did  the 
doctor  over  the  recovery  of  this  long-buried  temple. 

The  earthquake  that  destroyed  Smyrna,  in  178  A.  D.,  greatly 
injured  Ephesus,  by  filling  up  the  harbor  and  creating  a  pes- 
tilential morass  of  mud  and  rushes  over  the  rich  valley  of  the 

'  Act!  ziz,  27. 
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Cayster.  So  that  now  iiioBt  of  tlie  ruins  are  covered  with 
rubbish  and  a  rank  growth  of  vegetation,  no  one  living 
on  tlie  Bite  of  thia  once  populous  city.  All  is  silent  as  the 
grave. 

Paul  visited  Ephesue  in  the  year  54,  and  the  large  the- 
ater, where  he  "  fought  with  beasts," '  and  stirred  up  the 
great  tumult  on  that  occasion,  is  still  standing  on  tlie  side 
of  Mount  Prion.     It  is  partly  cut  out  of  the  mountain,  ellip- 


tical in  form,  being  six  liundred  and  sixty  feet  in  its  greatest 
diameter,  and  capable  of  seating  an  audience  of  fifty-six  thou- 
sand spectators.  Timothy  was  the  first  bishop  of  the  Cliurch 
here,  one  of  the  seven  in  Asia,  and,  with  Luke,  is  supposed 
to  be  buried  here ;  John,  the  "  beloved  disciple,"  also  preached, 
and,  it  is  said,  died  and  was  buried  here  after  liis  return  from 
Patmoa.     The  remains  of  his  old  church,  and  his  tomb  back 


ATHENS.  445 

of  the  altar,  are  still  pointed  out.  The  baildings  along  the 
quay  are  in  good  preeervation,  and  the  steps  leading  down  to 
tlie  water  as  firm  aa  when  Paul  with  Friscilla  and  Aquila 
landed  here  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago.  It 
wafl  very  solemn  to  wander  among  the  ruins  of  this  desolate 
city,  to  see  the  stork  building  lier  nest  on  the  stately  columns, 
to  stand  in  the  church  where,  perhaps,  John  the  beloved,  and 
Paul,  and  Timothy,  and  Luke  often  preaclied  a  pure  gospel 
to  assembled  multitudes,  and  to  think  that  the  Epistle  to  the 


Ephesiane,  now  read  tliroughout  Christendom,  has  no  one  to 
read  it  in  Epliesus !  She  lost  her  first  love,  and  her  caudle- 
stick  was  removed  forever. 

It  was  from  Ephesus  we  derived  the  word  Evangelist.  When 
about  to  build  this  city,  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  good 
building  material.  A  shepherd  by  the  name  of  Pixodorua, 
feeding  his  flock  on  the  neighboring  lulls,  discovered  a  quarry 
of  fine  marble,  bringing  back  a  specimen.  He  was  received 
with  great  joy ;  his  name  was  charged  to  Evangelus,  that  is, 
bearer  of  glad  tidings,  and  divine  honors  were  paid  him.     Thus 
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we  sec  how  words  full  of  sacred  import  are  derived  often  from 
pagan  legends. 

Betnming  to  Smyrna,  we  took  the  steamer  for  Greece,  and 
after  toncliing  at  Patmos,  Rhodes,  Scio,  and  other  beantifnl 
islands  in  the  ^gean  Sea,  landed  at  Athens,  so  renowned  in 
classic  Jiistorj,  for  centuries  the  great  seat  of  learning,  the  cen- 
ter of  civilization,  and  the  capital  of  the  first  Republic  in  our 
world's  history,  1068  B.  C.  Just  before  entering  the  harbor 
of  Piraeus,  the  port  of  Athens,  wc  pajssed  over  the  scene  of  the 
celebrated  naval  engagement  of  Salamis,  and  could  distinctly 
see  from  our  vessel's  deck  the  hill  on  which  Xerxes  erected 
his  silver  throne,  from  which  he  witnessed  the  destruction  of 
his  vast  fleet,  and  with  it  all  his  ambitious  aims  of  conquest  in 
Europe.  Close  by  the  light-house,  as  we  entered  the  bay,  a 
rock-hewn  tomb,  over  which  the  sea  was  breaking,  was  pointed 
out  as  the  humble  grave  of  Themistocles,  the  hero  of  Salamis. 

During  our  visit  to  this  city  I  have  been  living  in  the  past — 
living  ray  life  over  again— living  amid  the  stirring  scenes  of 
two  thousand  years  ago.  How  inspiring  to  stand  amid  the 
ruins  of  this  classic  city,  and  on  the  very  rock  where  the  great 
apostle  first  expounded  the  doctrines  of  "  Christ  and  the  resur- 
rection" to  the  learned  Areopagitesl 

It  is  hard  for  me  to  realize  that  I  am  in  Atliens,  but  far 
more  difficult  to  believe  what  I  really  see.  That  the  mountains 
that  tower  above  the  plain  are  Hymettus,  and  Lycabettus,  and 
Pentelicus ;  that  the  temple  that  crowns,  like  some  airy  castle, 
the  Acropolis,  is  the  unrivaled  Parthenon  of  Phidias,  the 
votive  ofEering  of  the  gods  to  Minerva,  or  Athene,  erected  four 
hundred  and  forty-eight  years  before  Christ ;  that  the  few  tot- 
tering, broken  columns  on  the  plain  are  the  last  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  that  once  composed  the  gorgeous  temple  of 
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Jupiter  Olympus ;  that  just  here,  where  I  write,  on  the  liill  of 
Colonus,  is  where  Sophocles  was  born,  and  the  celebrated  tem- 
ple of  Neptune  once  stood — i  say  to  realize  all  this,  and  much 
more,  is  to  roll  the  ages  back  and  live  through  twenty  centuries 
in  a  day. 

We  were  especially  interested  in  visiting  the  cemetery  of  an- 
cient Athene,  dating  back  to  400  B.  C,  and  only  recently  dis- 
covered.    Some  of  the  moiinments  were  very  fine  and  sugges- 


tive. There  was  nothing  gloomy  in  the  expression  of  the 
dying,  but  rather  a  hopeful  look ;  and  they  seemed  to  part 
with  their  friends  in  expectation  of  another  meeting  in  the 
great  hereafter.  They  were  generally  attired  as  if  about  start- 
ing on  a  journey,  some  shaking  hands,  others  distributing  me- 
mentos to  loved  ones  before  their  departure.  On  one  tomb  a 
young  lady  was  taking  a  last  look  of  herself  in  a  metallic  mir- 
ror— the  ruling  passion  strong  in  death.     On  another,  Charon 
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was  represented  waiting  with  his  boat  to  take  tlic  deceased 
over  the  river  Styx,  bnt  refused  to  start  until  the  price  de- 
manded was  paid,  and  was  holding  out  his  hand  fur  the  money. 
Some,  who  had  not  the  required  amount,  were  sitting  weeping 
on  the  shore  as  if  their  hearts  would  break,  because  they  could 
not  enter  the  spirit  land  beyond.  They  all  carried  lamps  with 
them  to  light  up  the  dark  valley  they  were  entering.  IIow 
we  should  rejoice  that  Christ  has  hung  up  the  lamp  of  life  in 
this  dismal  region  of  death,  and  that  all  may  now,  through  his 
merits,  pass  safely  to  a  state  of  blessedness  beyond  I 

After  spending  a  delightful  week  rummaging  amid  the  ves- 
tiges of  this  ancient  metropolis  of  Greece,  enjoying  the  suft 
sunshine  and  dreamy  quietude  of  Attica's  loveliest  month — %'is- 
iting  the  monuments  of  art  and  power  on  the  Acropolis,  among- 
the  grandest  in  the  world — standing  on  Mars'  Hill,  so  sacred 
in  its  associations  to  the  Christian,  and  on  the  Pnyx,  where 
Demosthenes  and  Pericles  often  swayed  the  populace  by  their 
eloquence ;  strolling  through  the  deserted  courts  of  the  Par- 
thenon, once  honored  with  the  presence  of  such  men  as  Solon^ 
Pythagoras,  Socrates,  and  Zeno ;  and  over  the  site  of  tJie  Aca- 
demic groves,  where  Plato  and  Aristotle  taught  their  disciples, 
we  turned  our  faces  homeward,  and  bade  farewell  forever  to 
heroic,  classic  Greece. 

As  the  echoes  of  the  evening  guns  on  the  men-of-war  in  the 
bay  of  Pirseus  reverberated  along  the  shore,  and  the  flags 
dropped,  tinged  with  the  golden  hues  of  a  glorious  sunset,  we 
sailed  out  of  the  port  of  Athens  on  our  way  to  America  and 
home. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

EGYPT     AND     THE     EGYPTIANS. 

Land  of  the  Pharaohs — Tower  of  Syene — Oldest  Civilized  Portion  of  the  Globe- 
Battle-field  of  the  World — Grand  Monuments — Tombs  of  the  Kin^rs — Wonder- 
ful Discoveries  at  Dayr  el  Bahree — Royal  Mummies — Pyramids  at  Sakara-^ 
Cleopatra's  Needle — Propliecy  Fulfilled — Mahommed  Ali — Slaughter  of  the 
Mamelukes  —  Joseph's  Well  —  Ishmaelites  —  Arabi  Bey  —  Late  Conflict — 
Future  of  Egypt. 

JUST  now  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  centers  on 
the  land  of   the  Pharaohs,  and  all  are  anxious  to   know 
every  thing  that  relates  to  the  history  of  this  ancient  nation. 

Egypt  proper  is  confined  to  the  valley  of  the  Nile,  "  the 
river  of  Egypt,"  extending  from  the  Delta  up  to  the  First 
Cataract,  a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles  from  north 
to  south.  The  "  Tower  of  Syene,"  modern  Assouan,  has  always 
been  the  natural  southern  boundary  of  "the  land  of  Ham." 
True,  some  of  the  old  Pharaohs  extended  their  conquests 
higher  up  the  river,  but  they  were  never  able  to  hold  the  ter- 
ritory they  conquered.  This  part  of  Africa  was  first  settled 
from  the  north,  as  the  Scriptures  state  and  the  oldest  monu- 
ments clearly  prove,  by  Mizraim  the  son  of  Ham  ;  *  and  it  is  a 
singular  fact  that  Mizraim,  the  Hebrew  word  for  Egypt,  is  the 
Arabic  name  of  the  country  at  the  present  tima 

^  Genesis  x,  6. 
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The  history  of  Egypt  almost  covers  the  history  of  our  race. 
It  is  probably  the  oldest  civilized  portion  of  the  globe,  and 
the  most  fertile,  with  the  most  uniform  climate;  and  her 
monuments  are  among  the  grandest  ever  erected  by  man.  All 
the  great  powers  of  antiquity  have  coveted  this  rich  prize,  and 
millions  of  lives  have  been  sacrificed  for  its  possession;  so  that 
the  valley  of  the  Nile  has  been  the  battle-field  of  the  world, 
and  to-day  is  nothing  more  than  one  vast  cemetery  of  buried 
cities  and  buried  races. 

The  monumental  remains  of  this  ancient  people  have  long 
been  the  wonder  of  the  world.  Nothing  could  surpass  in 
grandeur  and  magnitude  her  temples,  pyramids,  and  rock-hewn 
tombs,  a  full  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  first  part 
of  this  book. 

These  explorations  are  still  going  on,  and  within  the  last 
year  several  important  discoveries  have  been  made ;  one,  the 
mummy-pits  near  the  old  temple  of  Dayr  el  Bahree,  just  back 
of  Thebes,  the  renowned  capital  of  Upper  Egypt. 

The  "  Tombs  of  the  Kings,"  recovered  by  Belzoni,  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  were  regarded  as  a  great  discovery. 
They  are  situated  among  the  cliffs  at  the  head  of  a  desolate 
gorge,  about  three  miles  west  of  Thebes — vast  temples  for 
the  dead,  composed  of  numerous  richly-colored  sculptured  halls, 
corridors  and  chambers  excavated  out  of  the  solid  rock  and 
penetrating  the  mountain  in  some  instances  from  five  to  eight 
hundred  feet.  No  human  remains  were  found  in  these  tombs, 
and  yet,  from  the  empty,  broken  sarcophagi,  and  other  evi- 
dences of  vandalism,  it  was  clear  they  had  once  been  occu- 
pied  but  plundered  by  unknown  parties  centuries  before,  and 
it  was  a  great  mystery  what  had  become  of  the  remains  of 
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the  old  kings  of  Egypt.  Happily,  througli  the  faithful  exer- 
tions of  Herr  Brugsch  and  Professor  Maspero,  this  problem 
is  now  solved. 

In  a  gallery  two  hundred  feet  long  and  thirty  deep,  cut  in 
the  natural  rock  at  the  base  of  the  bleak  Libyan  Mountains 
that  form  the  western  boundary  of  ancient  Thebes,  thirty-six 
mummies  of  the  old  Pharaohs  and  their  families  have  been 
recently  found.  They  had  been  removed  ages  before  from 
their  royal  tombs,  perhaps  during  the  Persian  or  some  other 
foreign  invasion,  and  for  safe  keeping  placed  in  this  more 
secure,  though  humbler  sepulcher.  And  to-day,  in  the  museum 
at  Boolak,  may  be  seen  lying  side  by  side  the  kings  and  queens, 
princes  and  priests  of  royal  blood,  who  lived  between  three 
And  four  thousand  years  ago.     How  marvelous  1 

Their  bodies  were  carefully  embalmed,  and  are  wonderfully 
preserved.  Even  the  garlands  of  the  sacred  lotus,  and  other 
floral  mementos,  left  with  the  dead  by  sorrowing  friends,  are 
still  there,  looking  as  fresh  as  if  cut  but  a  few  months  ago. 
The  mummy  cases  are  richly  decorated,  some  had  been  over- 
laid with  gold,  and  on  each  the  name  and  titles  of  its  inmate 
are  legibly  written ;  on  one  this  inscription  is  set  in  precious 
stones. 

There  is  Sethi  I,,  one  of  Egypt's  greatest  kings,  whom 
Joseph,  it  is  supjposed,  served  as  governor ;  next  to  him  lies 
Thothmes  III.,  who  first  erected,  in  front  of  the  grand  temple 
at  Heliopolis,  the  obelisk  now  in  Central  Park ;  then  comes 
Rameses  II.,  before  whom  Moses  wrought  his  miracles,  and 
near  by  the  beautifully  embalmed  body  of  his  daughter,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  princess  who  rescued  Moses  from  the  Nile ; 
with  many  other  royal  pei-sonages  of  different  dynasties,  cover- 
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ing  a  period  of  at  least  seven  centuries.  And  what  is  even 
more  surprising,  with  each  cofBn  was  found  a  bronze  canopic 
urn,  or  alabaster  vase,  containing  the  embalmed  heart  of  its 
occupant ;  so  we  have  here  before  us  the  Pharaoli  whose  heart 
was  hardened  when  he  refused  to  let  the  children  of  Israel  go, 
and  the  Pharaoh's  daughter  whose  heart  was  touched  with 
pity  when  she  heard  the  young  child  cry  in  its  ark  of  bul- 
rushes.    Was  ever  fiction  more  strange ! 

Several  of  the  mummies  are  females,  one  an  infant,  only 
sixteen  inches  long,  and  yet  has  all  the  titles  of  royalty.     It 


was  found  in  the  same  coffin  with  its  mother,  and  tliey  appear 
to  liave  been  buried  at  the  same  time. 

Tliis  process  of  embalming  was  practiced  by  the  Egyptiana 
for  more  than  two  thousand  years ;  and  not  only  all  natives,  but 
strangers,  captives  and  slaves,  were  subjected  to  the  rite :  so  that 
there  must  be  at  the  present  time  millions,  if  not  hundreds  of 
millions,  of  these  mummies  hidden  among  the  monntain  ranges 
or  concealed  by  the  ever  shifting  sands  of  Egypt.  Tliey  also 
embalmed  their  sacred  birds,  cats  and  bulls,  the  latter  being- 
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repirded  as  the  incarnation  of  Osiris.  It  was  the  custom  to 
bury  with  the  dead  sucli  articles  as  were  found  about  their 
persons,  or  belonged  to  their  profession.  Thus  we  find  the 
soldier  with  his  bow  and  arrows,  the  painter  with  his  palette, 
the  scribe  with  his  pen  and  papyrus,  the  carpenter  with  his 
adze,  the  mason  with  his  mallet  and  chisel,  the  musician  with  his 
cymbals,  and  the  child  with  its  doll  and  other  playthings. 
On  one  young  man  was  found  a  sealed  letter  directed  to  a 
friend,  the  youth  dying  before  the  letter  was  delivered. 

With  the  mummies  found  at  Dayr  el  Bahree  there  were 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  different  articles,  among  them  a 
royal  funeral  canopy,  three  thousand  years  old,  very  richly 
embroidered  on  leather ;  also  four  large  rolls  of  papyri,  one 
of  them  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  long  and  sixteen  inches  wide. 
When  these  rolls  are  translated  they  will  no  doubt  give  a  full 
liistory  of  the  royal  dead,  with  many  other  important  facts. 

Among  the  effects  belonging  to  the  women  were  numerous 
statuettes,  libation  jars,  bottles  of  ointment  and  cosmetics, 
alabaster  cups  of  beautiful  design,  goblets  of  variegated  glass, 
and  fifteen  full-dress  wigs,  of  curled  and  frizzed  hair,  of  the 
latest  Paris  style,  all  ready  to  put  on  when  the  soul  returned  to 
reoccupy  its  body. 

Equally  interesting  discoveries  have  been  made  recently  in 
the  Pyramids  at  Sakara,  the  oldest  in  Egypt,  by  Mariette  Bey 
and  Professor  Maspero.  These  eminent  archfleologists  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  the  long-concealed  entrance  to  these  tombs 
of  royalty ;  found  within  them  the  mortuary  chapels  of  the  old 
Pharaohs  covered  with  sacred  inscriptions,  giving  all  details 
of  their  religious  belief ;  found  the  regal  sarcophagi  of  black 
basalt,  and  the  mummied  remains  of  the  old  Memphite  kings 
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belonging  to  tlie  fiftli  and  sixtli  dynasties,  proving  beyond  con- 
troverey  that  tlifsu  mouiimente  were  designed  as  tombs  for 
their  kings,  and  exploding  forever  tlie  wild  spectilations  lately 
indiilj^'d  ill  touching  the  Pyramids. 


Next  to  these  royal  mausoleums  in  point  of  antiquity  are 
the  obelisks,  of  which  so  little  is  known.  They  all  appear  to 
have  stood  east  of  the  Nile,  toward  sanrise,  and  probably  syni- 


Cleopatra's  needles.  459 

bolized  the  dawn  of  life,  as  the  pyramids  did  the  shades  of 
death.  One  of  the  two  known  as  Cleopatra's  Needles,  re- 
cently brought  to  America  and  now  standing  in  Central  Park, 
N.  Y.,  is  a  single  shaft  of  rose-colored  Syenite  granite,  sixty- 
eight  feet  eleven  inches  long,  and  about  eight  feet  square  at  its 
base,  tapering  to  five  feet  at  the  top ;  weighing  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  tons,  and  meajsuring  in  height,  with  its  pedestal, 
ninety-six  feet.  These  monuments  were  first  called  obelisks  by 
the  Greeks,  from  "  dbeliskos^^  a  spit,  awl,  or  large  needle,  a 
name  probably  suggested  by  their  peculiar  shape ;  and  the  two 
lately  t^ken  from  Alexandria  have  long  been  known  ajs  "  Cleo- 
patra's Needles,"  though  that  celebrity  had  nothing  to  do  with 
their  erection,  and  may  never  have  seen  them.  The  one  in 
Central  Park  is  among  the  oldest  extant.  It  originally  stood 
in  front  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun  at  Heliopolis,  but  was  re- 
moved to  Alexandria  by  order  of  Augustus  Caesar,  in  the  sev- 
enth year  of  that  emperor's  reign,  B.  C.  23,  or  eight  years  after 
Cleopatra's  death,  and  placed  with  \\&  companion,  now  in  Lon- 
don, in  front  of  a  temple  dedicated  to  Augustus. 

The  four  sides  are  covered  with  hieroglyphic  inscriptions,  cut 
sharply  in  the  hard  granite  in  three  lines  from  top  to  bottom. 
The  middle  column  on  each  face  records  the  heroic  deeds  of 
Thothmes  III.,  who  first  set  up  the  obelisk  at  Heliopolis.  The 
side  lines,  which  are  two  hundred  and  sev^enty  years  later,  but 
not  so  bold,  recite  the  exploits  and  virtues  of  Rameses  II.,  of 
the  nineteenth  dynasty,  the  most  famous  of  Egyptian  kings, 
who  reigned  sixty-seven  years,  about  fourteen  centuries  before 
Christ. 

Egypt  was  the  land  of  obelisks.  Anciently,  hundreds  of 
them  stood  in  front  of  her  grand  temples,  but  she  has  been 
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cruelly  despoiled  of  these  graceful  monuments.  They  have 
been  carried  away  to  Rome,  Constantinople,  Paris,  London, 
and  now  New  York,  until  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  are  left 
standing  in  all  Egypt.  The  largest  of  the  twenty-five  in 
Europe  is  before  the  basilica  of  St.  John  Lateran,  Kome.  The 
shaft  alone  is  one  hundred  and  six  feet  high  and  weighs  four 
hundred  and  forty-five  tons.  It  belongs  to  the  dynasty  of 
Thothmes  III.,  the  same  as  the  one  in  Central  Park,  and  was 
transported  from  Thebes  to  Rome  by  Constantius,  A.D.  357. 
The  next  largest  is  the  one  at  Karnak,  ascribed  to  Hatasoo, 
sister  of  Thothmes  III.,  which  is  estimated  to  weigh  four  hun- 
dred tons. 

According  to  Herodotus,  the  entire  temple  of  Sais  was  a 
monolith,  weighing  five  thousand  tons,  and  two  thousand  men 
were  three  years  transporting  it  from  Syene.  How  such  enor- 
mous blocks  of  granite  were  taken  from  the  quarry  at  the  first 
cataract  of  the  Nile,  eight  hundred  miles  from  the  sea,  and 
brought  down  to  the  delta,  and  to  different  parts  of  Europe, 
at  that  early  period,  before  modern  appliances  were  known,  is 
marvelous.  There  must  have  been  operative  masons  in  that 
djiy,  and  this,  probably,  is  the  great  secret  our  Masonic  friends 
have  so  long  and  so  faithfully  kept. 

No  one  can  visit  these  remains  of  former  wealth  and  power, 
and  contrast  the  present  condition  of  Egypt  with  what  it  was 
under  the  Pharaohs,  without  being  impressed  with  the  truth 
of  revelation  as  seen  in  the  literal  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies 
that  relate  to  this  land.  These  predictions  were  uttered  when 
Egypt  was  in  all  her  glory,  and  when  nothing  but  Omniscience 
could  have  foretold  her  degradation. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  :  "  Behold,  I  will  give  the  land  of 


WONDERFUL  FULFILLMENT  OF  PROPHECY.  461 

Egypt  unto  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon;  and  he  sliall 
take  her  multitude,  and  take  her  spoil;  and  it  shall  be  the 
wages  for  his  army."  *  "  It  shall  be  the  basest  of  the  kingdoms ; 
neither  shall  it  exalt  itself  any  more  above  the  nations."* 
"  And  the  Egyptians  will  I  give  over  into  the  hands  of  cruel 
lords ;  and  a  Herce  king  shall  rule  over  them.- ' '  "  I  will 
scatter  the  Egyptians  among  the  nations."  "And  there  shall 
be  no  more  a  prince  of  the  land  of  Egypt."  *  There  are  many 
other  prophecies  of  the  same  import,  but  these  are  sufficient 
to  show  their  striking  fulfillment. 

We  have  here  given  the  very  name  of  the  king  who  was 
chosen  to  break  the  power  of  this  mighty  nation,  with  the 
whole  list  of  reverses  experienced  in  her  subsequent  history. 
In  fact,  the  history  of  this  country  is  little  more  than  prophecy 
fulfilled.  Nebuchadnezzar,  Babylon's  greatest  king,  was  the 
first  to  invade  and  conquer  Egypt,  B.  C.  572.  It  remained  a 
dependency  of  Babylonia  until  the  Persian  conquest  by  Cam- 
byses,  B.C.  525,  after  which  it  was  governed  by  Persian  satraps 
down  to  its  conquest  by  Alexander  the  Great,  B.  C.  332. 
The  Greeks  held  possession  until  it  was  taken  from  them  by 
the  Romans,  B.C.  30,  when  it  became  a  Roman  province,  and 
remained  so  until  conquered  by  the  Arabs  under  Amer,  A.  D. 
638,  after  which  it  was  governed  by  the  Caliphs,  or  Saracens, 
until  conquered  by  the  Turks  under  Sultan  Selim,  in  1517, 
when  it  became  a  part  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  So  that  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty-four  centuries  there  has  not  been  a  native 
prince  for  any  length  of  time  on  the  throne  of  Egypt. 

The  founder  of  the  present  dynasty,  Mohammed  Ali,  by 
birth  a  European,  was  made  Viceroy  of  Egypt  by  the  Poi-te 

»  Ezek.  xxix,  19.       «  Ezek.  xxix,  15.      « Isa.  xix,  4.       *  Ezek.  xxx,  13-26. 
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in  1806.  He  was  a  man  of  great  courage,  intelligence,  and 
liberality,  and  did  for  Egypt  more  than  any  other  prince  in 
centuries.  He  not  only  restored  order  and  created  an  army, 
but  established  schools,  encouraged  industry,  protected  Chris- 
tians, aided  science,  and  for  over  forty  years  ruled  the  land 
with  wisdom,  lirmness,  and  justice;  and,  but  for  the  interven- 
tion of  Europe,  would  have  added  all  Syria  to  his  dominion. 
Ismail  Pasha,  who  succeeded  to  the  Vice-Royalty  in  1863,  was 
the  adopted  grandson  of  Mohammed  Ali,  and,  in  1868,  his  title 
of  Viceroy  was  changed  to  that  of  Khidewe,  or  Khedive,  a  Per- 
sian title  of  higher  rank.  Owing,  however,  to  his  extravagance 
and  misrule,  Ismail  was  deposed  in  1879,  and  his  eldest  son, 
Tewfik,  the  great-grandson  of  Mohammed  Ali,  appointed  by 
the  European  powers  to  reign  in  his  fathead's  stead.  The  pres- 
ent Khedive  is  a  young  man  of  sound  judgment,  good  edu- 
cation, liberal  in  his  views,  with  b"ut  one  wife,  and  if  let  alone 
will  make  a  good  ruler. 

Cairo,  the  capital  and  residence  of  the  Khedive,  is  the 
largest  city  in  Africa,  containing  a  population  of  half  a  million, 
with  beautiful  avenues,  parks,  palaces,  hotels,  opera-house, 
mosques,  bazaars,  not  to  mention  the  dogs,  donkeys,  camels, 
and  motley  crowds  of  men,  women  and  children,  that  serve 
to  make  up  all  Oriental  cities.  On  a  rocky  ridge  to  the  east, 
overlooking  the  city,  is  the  Citadel,  built  by  Sultan  Saladin  in 
1166,  of  stone  taken  from  the  pyramids  of  Ghizeh.  A  fine 
view  is  had  from  this  eminence  of  Cairo  and  its  surroundings. 
Just  in  front  of  you  is  the  grand  Mosque  of  Sultan  Hassan; 
tlien  comes  the  city  with  its  numerous  minarets  and  sun-lit 
domes,  with  the  river  and  its  fleet  of  little  boats  beyond,  and 
away  off  on  the  horizon  the  great  African  desert  in  all  its  soli- 
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tade,  flanked  by  the  pyramids  on  the  ope  hand  and  the  ever- 
green delta  on  the  other.  A  view  never  to  be  forgotten.  It 
was  in  the  courts  of  this  Citadel  the  Mamelukes  were  betrayed 
and  cruelly  slaughtered  by  Mohammed  Ali  in  1811.  Originally 
the  men  composing  this  celebrated  cavalry  were  Circassian 
slaves,  belonging  to  the  Sultan,  but  in  time  they  almost  gained 
control  of  the  army  and  country,  and  Mohammed  Ali,  suspecting 
them  of  certain  plots  and  intrigues,  resolved  on  their  extermi- 
nation, which  he  finally  accomplished,  by  alluring  them  into  the 
Fortiess,  and  then  murdering  them  in  cold  blood.  The  spot 
where  Emin  Bey,  the  only  one  who  escaped,  made  his  fearful 
leap,  is  still  pointed  out.  The  old  palace  of  Saladin  formerly 
stood  within  the  Citadel,  but  was  removed  to  make  room  for 
the  splendid  mosque  and  tomb  of  Mohammed  Ali,  which  now 
covers  the  same  site.  But  the  greatest  curiosity  here  is  the 
**Well  of  Joseph,"  which  supplies  the  Citadel  with  water. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  if 
not  of  Joseph  the  Hebrew,  whose  name  it  bears,  and  was 
discovered  by  Saladin,  filled  with  sand,  when  clearing  away 
the  site  for  his  fortress.  It  is  two  hundred  and  ninety  feet 
deep  and  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  excavated  in  the  solid  rock, 
with  a  spiral  staircase  or  inclined  plane,  like  the  thread  of  a 
screw,  winding  around  the  well  from  top  to  bottom,  wide 
enough  to  drive  two  mules  abreast  down,  all  cut  out  of  the 
natural  rock,  making  the  entire  opening  at  least  twenty-five 
feet  in  diameter.  The  water  is  raised  by  means  of  earthen  jars 
fastened  to  an  endless  rope  passing  over  a  wheel,  and  kept  con- 
tinually revolving  by  mules  or  oxen,  stationed  above  and  below* 
The  jars  that  come  up  full  discharge  at  the  top,  and  descend 

empty.    It  certainly  is  a  grand  piece  of  engineering,  and  how 
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snch  an  excavation  was  made  to  such  a  depth,  vdthout  f  ractni^ 
ing  the  rock,  is  even  a  greater  wonder  than  the  well  itself. 

The  pi-esent  population  of  Egypt  numbers  about  6,000,000, 
principally  Arabs,  or  the  descendants  of  Ishmael,  Abraham's 
eldest  son,  by  Hagar,  his  Egyptian  wife.*  Ishmael  also  mar- 
ried an  Egyptian,*  and  was  the  father  of  twelve  sons,  or  twelve 

noted  princes,  who  became  the  progenitors  of  twelve  Arab 

* 

fcribfes."     These  tribes  are  the  wandering  Ishraaelites,  or  Arabs 

of  the  desert,  and,  as  foretold,  have  become  "  a  great  nation,"  * 
numbering  probably  100,000,000*.  They  are  a  fearless,  inde- 
pendent race,  claiming  never  to  have  been  conquered,  paying 
tribute  to  no  king,  leading  a  nomadic  life,  roving  at  pleasure 
over  the  country,  with  their  vast  flocks  and  herds,  having  no 
local  habitation,  but  dwelling  in  tents  of  black  goat's  hair,  and 
living  by  plunder.    A  race  of  hereditary  robbers. 

Their  history  is  a  standing  miracle.  They  are  still  wild 
men,  their  "  hand  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand 
against  them."  *  Dwelling  for  centuries  in  the  presence  of 
their  brethren,  the  Jews,  Edomites,  Moabites,  and  Ammonites, 
all  highly  civilized  nations,  the  Ishmaelites  are,  nevertheless,  as 
wild  and  uncivilized  to-day  as  they  were  3,000  years  ago.  They 
build  no  cities,  make  no  improvements,  have  no  schools,  but 
lead  a  predatory,  lazy  life,  looking  upon. all  labor  as  degrading* 
There  are  two  classes  of  Arabs — ^the  Bedouin  and  Fellaheen. 
The  Bedouins  are  the  wild  sons  of  the  desert,  warriors  by  pro- 
fession, ever  on  the  war-path,  and,  when  mounted  on  their  fleet 
Arab  steeds,  in  their  gay  trappings,  armed  with  long  lances,  the 
blades,  highly  polished,  gleaming  in  the  sun-light,  look  very 

'  Greneais  xvi,  3.  '  Genesis  xxi,  21.  '  Geneaia  zzt,  1%* 

*  Genesis  xvii,  20.        ^  Genesis  xvi,  12. 
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formidable.  The  Fellaheen  are  the  tillere  of  the  soil,  generaHy 
very  ignoraot  and  superstitioiiB,  have  no  taste  for  war,  and  will 
never  make  soldiers.  The  Egyptians  are  principally  of  tho 
latter  class,  and  thougli  they  make  good 
field  hands,  know  very  little  of  politics, 
and  are  not  the  material  to  form  a  na- 
tional party  out  of.  The  late  army  of 
Arabi  Bey  was  made  np  almost  entirely 
of  this  class,  and  having  been  forcibly 
taken  from  their  lands,  they  were  only 
too  gkd  to  throw  down  tlieir  arms  and 
rnn  at  the  first  opportnnity.  The  only 
soldiers  that  stood  fire  during  the  late  con- 
flict were  the  black  troops  from  the  Sou- 
dan. These  soldiers  were  formerly  slaves, 
stolen  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  set 
free  by  the  late  Khedive,  on  the  condition 
that  they  would  serve  in  the  army ;  and, 
having  no  country  to  fight  for,  and  being 
far  removed  from  their  homes,  with  no 
prospect  of  ever  returning,  are  a  class  of 
desperate,  reckless  men,  fond  of  slanghter, 
who  would  rather  die  than  live. 

No  importance  is  to  be  attaclied  to  the 
L»xc«.  religious  movement  in  the  Soudan  under  "■"■ 
Senoussi,  the  so-called  Moslem  Messiah.  His  followers  are 
merely  troops  of  beggars  and  dervishes,  armed  with  war-clulM 
and  lances,  who  from  superstition  or  mercenary  motives  have 
joined  his  standard.  One  regiment  of  English  soldiers  would 
scatter  them  like  chaff  before  the  whirlwind. 
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The  annual  revenue  of  Egypt  is  about  $40,000,000,  collected 
principally  from  the  products  of  the  soil,  arid  as  there  are  only 
6,000,000  acres  of  land  capable  of  cultivation,  this  imposes  an 
average  tax  of  eight  dollars  per  acre  on  these  poor  Fellaheen. 
It  is  this  oppressive  system  of  taxation  that  has  crushed  out  the 
life  of  the  nation,  and  still  hangs,  like  a  great  millstone,  around 
her  neck.  I^othing  could  be  more  wretched  than  the  condi- 
tion of  the  peasant  women  of  Egypt.  No  provision  is  made 
for  their  education  ;  they  are  allowed  but  few  privileges,  are 
never  consulted  in  marriage,  do  all  the  drudgery,  carry  all 
the  water,  and  are  treated  trorse  than  slaves  by  their  cruel 
husbands.  They  are  divorced  for  any  trifling  offense,  bought 
and  sold  like  cattle,  and  die  unmoumed.  There  are  few 
Arabs  but  would  grieve  more  over  the  loss  of  a  camel  than 
the  death  of  a  wife. 

Alexandria,  the  sea-port  of  Egypt,  and  largest  commercial 
city  in  Africa,  before  passing  through  its  late  fiery  ordeal,  was 
a  stirring  place  of  300,000  population,  and  rapidly  growing. 
We  give  its  eventful  history  elsewhere,  save  its  last  bloody 
chapter,  enacted  on  the  11th  of  June,  1882,  when  hundreds  of 
innocent  Christians  of  every  age  were  brutally  murdered  by 
fanatical  Mussulmans,  the  sequel  of  which  was  the  bombard- 
ment  of  the  forts  by  Admiral  Seymour,  and  the  burning  of 
the  city  by  Arabi  Bey. 

It  was  this  spirit  of  rebellion  and  plunder,  and  the  Khedive's 
inability  to  enforce  law  and  preserve  order^  that  caused  En- 
jgland  to  send  her  army  and  navy  to  his  assistance. 

Arabi  Bey  is  nothing  more  than  a  religious  enthusiast,  and 
tinibitious  rebel,  who,  under  the  popular  cry  of  "Egypt  for 
the  Egyptians,"  tried  to  get  up  a  national  party,  clamoring  for 
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independence.  But  there  can  be  no  national  party  in  Egypt, 
simply  because  they  are  not  a  nation,  merely  a  population,  that 
have  had  no  voice  in  their  national  affairs  for  twenty-four 
centuries,  and  are  too  ignorant,  and  have  been  too  long  under 
the  heel  of  despotism,  to  appreciate  a  free  government.  In 
the  recent  outbreak,  being  backed  by  the  army,  Arabi  first  at- 
tempted to  depose  the  Khedive.  Failing  in  this,  he  next,  like 
a  highwayman,  undertook  to  murder  or  drive  out  of  the  coun- 
try all  Europeans  and  Christians,  confiscating  their  property, 
and  even  threatened  to  inaugurate  a  holy  war  and  desolate  the 
whole  land  if  his  authority  was  not  recognized.  He  is  a  fanat- 
ical Mohammedan,  and  nnder  the  impression  that  he  was  a 
second  Cromwell,  divinely  inspired  to  restore  the  ancient  faith 
of  his  prophet,  urged  on  by  the  students  of  El  Azhar,  he  began 
his  crusade  with  sword  and  torch  against  all  foreigners  and 
Christians. 

In  September,  1881,  he  first  appeared  upon  the  Egyptian 
stage  as  a  mutinous  colonel  in  the  Khedive's  army,  claiming  to 
be  influenced  by  pure  and  patriotic  zeal  in  the  holy  cause  of 
Egyptian  independence.  Those  who  knew  him,  however,  de- 
clared that  the  so-called  patriot  was  a  restless,  ignorant  puppet, 
worked  by  secret  wire-pullers  in  Cairo  and  Constantinople,  to 
produce  anarchy  in  Egypt,  in  the  hope  of  exhibiting  the  in- 
competency of  the  Khedive  to  rule,  and  of  inflaming  the  fanat- 
ical hatred  of  the  population  against  the  European  control. 
Such  a  combination  would  cause  an  outbreak,  the  Khedive 
would  be  deposed,  the  Europeans  flee  the  country,  and  the 
Sultan  would  intervene  and  appoint  a  ruler  to  the  throne  of 
Egypt  who  would  re-establish  the  tottering  influence  of  the 
Porte. 
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The  entire  world  has  watched  with  interest  the  successive 
acts  in  this  drama.  The  curtain  rose  in  September,  1881,  with 
Arabi  Bey  at  the  head  of  his  mutinous  troops  defying  the 
Khedive  in  front  of  his  own  palace  in  Cairo.  The  curtain  has 
fallen  in  September,  1882,  with  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley's  victory. 
How  changed  the  scene  I  Arabi's  army  has  been  scattered  to 
the  winds ;  all  national  aspirations  have  been  dispelled,  and  the 
late  leader  of  the  rebellion  is  left  without  a  follower — ^a 
crouching  sycophant,  at  the  feet  of  his  conquerors. 

England  and  the  other  great  powers  of  Europe  were  under 
treaty  stipulations  to  support  the  Khedive  and  put  down  this 
rebellion  ;  but  the  other  nations  refusing  to  interfere,  England 
nobly  assumed  the  responsibility,  crowning  herself  with  im- 
mortal glory. 

But  for  British  interference,  the  flames  that  consumed  the 
best  portion  of  Alexandria  would  have  spread  all  over  the 
East,  and  thousands  of  innocent  Christians  would  have  been 
cruelly  murdered.  The  battle  of  Tel-el-Kebir,  on  the  13th  of 
September,  1882,  will  determine  the  future  of  Egypt  England 
is  there,  and  she  will  stay  there,  and  under  the  protectorate  of 
Great  Britain,  the  land  of  the  Pharaohs  will  recover  much  of 
her  ancient  glory.  Africa  will  be  opened  up  to  commerce, 
slavery  and  polygamy  will  be  abolished,  law  and  order  will  be 
enforced,  life  and  property  protected,  woman  emancipated, 
the  people  elevated,  schools  and  Christian  missions  established^ 
and  civilization  promoted  throughout  the  dark  continent. 


CHAPTER  n. 

RISE  AND  FALL  OF   EMPIRES  IN  THE   LIGHT  OF   PROPHECY. 

ForetelliDg  Future  Events— The  Jewish  Prophets — History,  Prophecy  Fulfilled— 
Nebuchadnezzar^s  Dream — Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Chaldean,  Persian,  Qrecian, 
and  Roman  Empires — A  Little  Stone  Breaks  them  to  Pieces — Symbol  of 
Christ's  Kingdom— Daniel's  Vision  of  the  Four  Beasts— The  Little  Horn  of 
Mohammedanism — Makes  War  against  the  Saints — Pilgrimages  to  Mecca — 
Tomb  of  the  Prophet — Conflict  between  the  Crescent  and  Cross — The  Proph- 
et's Flag— To  Prevail  1,260  Prophetic  Days — Great  Battle  of  Armageddon — 
Overthrow  of  Islamism— The  Little  Stone  becomes  a  Mountain,  and  fills  the 
Earth  with  the  Glory  of  God. 

The  foretelling  of  future  contingent  events  belongs  exclu- 
sively to  God,  and  the  fulfillment  of  these  predictions  is  the 
highest  proof  of  their  divine  origin.  Many  of  the  Scripture 
prophecies  foretold  events  ages  before  they  occurred — events 
of  which  there  was  then  no  apparent  probability,  and  the  occur- 
rence of  which  depended  on  innumerable  contingencies.  Some 
of  them  are  of  vast  extent,  reaching  down  to  the  end  of  the 
world's  history. 

The  Jewish  prophets  were  a  class  of  holy  men  specially  in- 
spired to  reveal  the  purposes  of  God  in  relation  to  both  future 
and  current  events,  and  to  denounce  his  judgments  against  the 
wicked. 

Their  messages  were  received  either  directly  from  God,  or 

through  dreams,  visions,  or  trances,  and  were  delivered  to  those 

they  concerned  in  writing,  or  by  word  of  mouth ;  often  with 

miracles  to  enforce  them.     Many  of  their  prophecies  relate  to 

certain  persons,  cities,  or  nations,  which  had  incurred  the  divine 

displeasure.     Otliers,  such  as  we  shall  more  particularly  notice, 
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to  the  rise  and  fall  of  empires,  and  to  the  establishment  of 
Christ's  kingdom  in  the  world. 

Of  all  the  Old  Testament  prophets,  none  give  so  full  an 
account  of  the  political  changes  which  have  taken  place  among 
the  nations,  as  Daniel,  who  lived  in  the  seventh  century  before 
Christ,  and  foretold,  centuries  before  they  came  to  pass,  some 
of  the  most  astonishing  events  which  have  ever  occurred  ;  not 
only  under  types  and  figures,  but  with  all  the  precision  of  facts, 
giving  the  names,  dates,  and  every  particular. 

So  literally  have  the  predictions  of  this  prophet  been  fulfilled, 
that  some,  on  that  ground,  have  questioned  the  authenticity 
of  his  book,  alleging  that  his  prophecies  must  have  been  writ- 
ten after  the  events  transpired.  No  historian  relates  events  in 
more  exact  order  of  time,  and  his  revelations  cover  the  whole 
history  of  the  world  from  Cyrus  down  to  the  close  of  the  jii-es- 
ent  dispensation. 

In  the  dream  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  as  explained  by  Daniel,  we 
have  clearly  set  forth  the  rise,  progress,  and  termination  of  the 
four  greatest  monarchies  of  earth,  which  have  been  so  cele- 
brated in  history,  together  with  other  mighty  changes  in  the 
political  state  of  the  world,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  origin 
and  nature  of  a  fifth  kingdom,  destined  to  absorb  all  the  others, 
and  to  which  there  should  be  no  end.  The  king  saw,  in  his 
dream,  an  image  exceedingly  luminous,  of  terrible  form,  and 
composed  of  different  substances.  The  head  was  of  fine  gold, 
the  breast  and  arms  of  silver,  the  thighs  brass,  and  the  legs 
iron.^  Nebuchadnezzar  was  greatly  troubled  in  his  mind  by 
this  vision,  and  his  own  wise  men  failing  to  tell  him  the  mean- 
ing of  his  dream,  he  sends  for  Daniel,  then  a  young  man  con- 
Daniel  ii,  31. 
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nected  with  the  Babylonian  court,  who,  under  divine  inspira- 
tion, proceeded  to  show  his  majesty  its  signification ;  the  in- 
terpretation of  which  we  also  are  now  able  to  understand,  since 
the  prophecy  has  become  history. 

The  "  head  of  gold^'*  represented  the  brilliant  kingdom  of 
Babylonia,  "the  lady  of  kingdoms,"'  "the  beauty  of  the 
Chaldees*  excellency."  The  first  and  grandest  among  the  na- 
tions founded  by  Nimrod,  B.  C.  2233,  which,  under  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Babylon's  greatest  king,  extended  over  all  Western 
Asia.  So  that  the  prophet  might  very  truthfully  say,  "  Thou,. 
O  king,  art  this  head  of  gold." 

The  "  hreaat  and  a/rms  of  silver "  denote  the  Medo-Persian 
empire  under  Cyrus  the  Persian,  who,  after  the  fall  of  Baby- 
lon, B.  C.  538,  and  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Darius  the  Mede^ 
united  the  two  kingdoms  and  established  the  powerful  Persian 
empire  on  the  ruins  of  ancient  Chaldsea. 

The  "  thighs  of  brass  "  apply  to  the  Grecian  and  Macedonian 
empire  under  Alexander  the  Great,  who,  in  his  victorious- 
march,  not  only  conquered  the  Medes  and  Persians,  but  all  the 
countries  between  the  Adriatic  and  the  Ganges,  and,  according^ 
to  the  prophecy,  "  bore  rule  over  all  the  earth,"  there  being- 
"  none  to  withstand  him." 

The  "  legs  of  iron  "  evidently  refer  to  the  Boman  monarchy,, 
which  succeeded,  and  was  formed  out  of  the  wreck  of,  the  Gre- 
cian. A  strong  military  kingdom,  iron  in  nature,  invincible  in 
war.  The  feet  were  "  iron  and  clay,"  denoting  that  it  was  a 
mixture  of  strength  and  weakness,  of  good  and  bad  qualities, 
which  would  not  freely  mingle  nor  "  cleave  one  to  another,"  but 
become  weakened  by  conquest  and  be  easily  broken  to  pieces. 

'  Isaiah  zlyil,  6. 
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The  ^' stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain^^  can  liave  but  one 
meaning,  and  must  refer  to  the  "rock  of  our  salvation,"  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  against  which  "  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail."  Cut  from  the  mountain,  "  without  hands,^^  refers  to 
the  spiritual  nature  of  this  kingdom,  showing  that  it  "  is  not  of 
this  world," — not  of  human  origin ;  but  a  kingdom  which  the 
God  of  heaven  has  set  up,  an  everlasting  kingdom,  to  which 
there  shall  be  no  end.  Every  thing  made  with  hands  is  perish-^ 
able  and  doomed  to  destruction ;  but  this,  being  a  spiritual 
kingdom,  and  not  made  with  hands,  "shall  stand  forever." 
This  little  stone,  after  striking  the  image  and  breaking  it  to 
pieces,  "  became  a  great  mountain,  and  filled  the  whole  earth."  * 
Thus  Christianity,  after  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  became 
a  great  power,  consuming  all  that  remained  of  the  four  great 
monarchies  of  earth,  leaving  scarcely  a  vestige  of  their  former 
greatness — ^nothing  but  desolation  and  ruin  to  mark  the  sites  of 
their  renowned  cities. 

These  empires  were  destroyed  in  the  very  order  foretold. 
First,  the  head  of  gold,  next  the  arms  of  silver,  then  the  thighs 
of  brass,  and,  finally,  the  legs  and  feet  of  iron  and  clay.  So  com- 
pletely are  they  blotted  out,  that  none  of  them  are  to  be  found 
to-day;  all  have  become  extinct,  and  only  live  in  history.  The 
Chaldeans  were  absorbed  by  the  Medes,  the  Modes  by  the  Per- 
sians, the  Persians  by  the  Greeks,  the  Greeks  by  the  Romans, 
and  the  Romans  by  the  Goths  and  other  nations  into  which 
the  Roman  empire  was  divided. 

The  conversion  of  Constantine  was  a  severe  blow  to  pagan 
Rome,  and  his  edict,  A.  D.  331,  abolishing  idolatry,  speedily  es- 
tablished Christianity  throughout  the  empire.     4-^^  ^^^^  since 

>  Daniel  ii,  35. 
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the  downfall  of  Koine  the  kingdom  of  the  stone  has  been  gath- 
ering  strength  from  year  to  year,  and  it  will  continue  jto  in 
creafie  from  century  to  century,  until  all  "  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ ; 
and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."  * 

It  will  be  observed  that  "  the  feet  wad  toes  of  this  image  " 
were  iron  and  clay,  and  after  it  was  broken  these  formed  a 
separate  kingdom,  a  mixture  of  iron  and  clay,  or  truth  and  er- 
ror. This,  it  would  seem,  refers  to  the  rise  of  the  Mohammed- 
an power,  or  the  Saracenic  Caliphate,  which  was  a  mixture  of 
many  races,  and  a  part  of  the  dismembered  Roman  Empire. 

Fifty  years  later,  when  Daniel  was  in  the  palace  at  Shushan, 
the  summer  residence  of  the  Persian  kings,  being  nearer  the 
mountains  and  cooler,  he  himself  had  a  vision  of  the  same  im- 
port, under  the  symbol  of  four  beasts,  which  were  to  represent 
more  fully  the  order,  succession,  and  character  of  these  four 
great  monarchies. 

"  The  first  was  like  a  lion,  and  had  eagle's  wings ; "  *  this 
applies  to  Babylonia,  in  her  great  strength  and  glory,  after  the 
conquest  of  Assyria.  The  symbol  of  her  kings  and  deities  was 
the  human-headed  winged  lion,  which  may  still  be  seen  guard- 
ing the  entrance  to  her  ruined  temples  and  palaces.  The 
wings,  however,  are  represented  as  "  plucked,"  which  refers  to 
the  decline  of  the  empire ;  she  is  no  longer  to  soar  above  the 
nations,  has  already  lost  Lydia,  Media,  and  Persia.  Her  last 
king  is  now  upon  the  throne,  and  soon  "  the  beauty  of  the 
Chaldees'  excellency  "  will  fade  forever  from  the  eailih. 

The  next  was  a  ram  with  "  two  horns."  *  These  horns  sym- 
bolize power,  authority,  dominion.     One  of  these  horns  "  was 

>  Revelation  xi,  15.        *  DaDiel  vii,  4.        *  Daniel  viii,  3. 


476  APPENDIX 

higher  than  the  other,"  and  the  higher  one  "  came  up  last.** 
This  higher  horn  clearly  refers  to  Cyrus  the  Persian,  who  came 
up  after  Darius  the  Mede,  but  soon  towered  above  him.  We 
have  here  represented  the  two  kingdoms  of  Media  and  Persia 
united  under  Cyrus,  who^  like  a  ram,  pushes  his  victories  in 
every  direction,  "  according  to  his  will."  The  ram  was  long 
the  emblem  of  Persia ;  the  golden  diadem  of  the  empire  waft 
ornamented  with  rams'  horns ;  and,  what  seems  strange,  among 
the  sculptures  at  Persepolis,  the  old  capital,  may  still  be  seen 
the  ram's  head  with  two  horns,  one  higher  than  the  other. 

Then  "  a  he-goat  came  from  the  west,"  with  "  a  notable  horn," 
and  ran  at  the  ram  in  "  the  fury  of  his  power,"  breaking  his 
two  horns  and  casting  him  to  the  ground,  '^and  there  waa 
none  that  could  deliver  the  ram  out  of  his  hand."  *  All  which 
clearly  applies  to  Alexander  the  Great,  who  broke  to  pieces 
the  Persian  Empire,  and  whose  conquests  were  so  rapid  he 
seemed  to  fly,  and  there  was  no  power  that  could  stand  before 
him.  Alexander's  victories  over  the  Persians  at  the  Granicus, 
at  Issus,  and  at  Arbela,  were  as  easy  as  they  were  rapid  and 
decisive.  "  Therefore  the  he-goat  .waxed  very  great,"  having- 
conquered  all  the  world  in  twelve  years,  when  suddenly  "  the 
great  horn  was  broken,"  but  not  in  battle,  Alexander  dying 
a  natural  death,  in  the  zenith  of  his  glory  and  pow^r^ 
B.C.  323. 

After  this  a  fourth  beast  appeared,  exceedingly  terrible,  with 
"  great  iron  teeth,"  "  nails  of  brass,"  and  '^  ten  horns."  •  All 
admit  that  this  monster  represents  the  Koman  monarchy ;  ex- 
ceedingly strong  and  fierce,  oppressing  her  subjects,  and  de- 
vouring the  nations  she  conquered.     The  horns  denote  the  ten 

»  Daniel  viii,  7.         «  Daniel  vii,  7-23. 
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kingdoms  out  of  which  the  empire  was  formed,  and  the  great 
extent  of  her  dominions. 

These  beasts  are  represented  as  coming  up  out  of  a  troubled 
sea,  indicating  that  these  monarchies  arose  from  the  disturbed 
state  of  society,  political  storms,  civil  wars  or  revolutions, 
brought  about  by  ambitious  men.  The  Almighty,  however, 
overrules  all  these  warring  elements  for  his  own  glory,  and  in 
due  time  sets  up  his  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  truth,  that 
is  to  control  the  destiny  of  our  world. 

After  the  goat's  "  notable  horn  "  was  broken,  or  the  death  of 
"  the  king  of  Grecia,"  *  there  came  up  four  others,  "  toward  the 
four  winds  of  heaven ;"  plucking  up  and  dividing  Alexander's 
kingdom,  but  "  not  to  his  posterity." '  No  one  was  ever  more 
ambitious  to  leave  a  numerous  family  behind  him,  and  yet  it 
is  a  singular  fact  that  all  the  near  relatives  of  this  great  general 
•either  died  or  were  cruelly  murdered  within  a  short  time  of 
his  own  death,  so  that  none  of  his  own  kindred  were  left  to  in- 
herit the  vast  dominions  he  conquered  with  his  sword.  Those 
who  succeeded  him  were  four  of  his  generals:  Cassander, 
toward  the  west,  in  Europe;  Lysimachus,  toward  the  north, 
in  Asia  Minor ;  Ptolemy,  toward  the  south,  in  Egypt ;  and 
Seleucus,  toward  the  east,  in  Syria  and  Persia ;  forming  four 
strong  kingdoms,  all  of  which,  subsequently,  were  absorbed  by 
the  fourth  monarchy. 

Out  of  one  of  these  horns  that  sprang  from  the  broken 
"  notable  horn,"  there  "  came  forth  a  little  horn,"  *  plucking 
"  up  by  the  roots  "  three  of  the  horns  belonging  to  the  beast 
with  ten  horns.  This  prophecy  has  generally  b(>t:n  applied  to 
the  papal  power,  but  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  rise  of  Moham- 

1  Daniel  viii,  21.        *  Daniel  xi,  4.        *  Daniel  viii,  9. 
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medanism,  which  arose  after  the  "  stone  "  had  struck  the  feet 
of  the  great  image,  and  "phicked  up"  Arabia,  Egypt,  and 
Syria — three  Roman  provinces — from  the  shattered  empire  of 
the  Cffisars.  This  "  little  hora,"  or  crescent,  had  "  eyes  like 
the  eyes  of  man,"  *  denoting  that  it  was  a  far-seeing,  sagacious, 
cunning  hierarchy,  a  religious,  military  despotism,  formed  out 
of  the  feet  of  the  broken  image,  which  were  "  part  of  clay,  and 
part  of  iron ; "  hence,  it  was  a  mixture  of  strength  and  weak- 
ness, religion  and  politics,  truth  and  error.  Though  Moham- 
med taught  some  important  truths,  he  gave  to  tlie  world  noth- 
ing good  which  Christ  had  not  given  centuries  before.  ,  It 
appears  that  this  system  was  formed  out  of  the  "feet  and 
toes "  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  image ;  and  it  at  least  is  a  curK)us 
fact,  that  the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  seat  of  this  hierarchy,  has 
always  been  governed  by  Paahda,  the  meaning  of  which  is, 
« the  feet  of  the  Shah." 

Though  little  at  first,  it  "  waxed  exceedingly  great  toward  the 
south,  and  toward  the  east,  and  toward  the  pleasant  land," 
that  is,  in  Egypt,  Arabia,  and  Palestine,  making  "  war  against 
the  saints,  and  prevailing  against  them ; "  casting  "  down  the 
truth  to  the  ground,"  and  taking  away  "  the  place  of  his  sano* 
tuary,"  which  is  literally  true  of  Islamism.  All  her  conquests 
have  been  by  the  sword,  and  there  is  no  bloodier  chapter  in 
history  than  the  wars  of  Mohammed  and  his  successors  against 
the  followers  of  Christ. 

Mohammed  was  born  at  Mecca,  A.D.  570,  but  died  and  was 
buried  at  Medina,  200  miles  north  of  Mecca.  His  tomb  is  in 
the  south-east  comer  of  an  old  mosque,  inclosed  with  a  silver 
railing,  and  overhung  with  a  green  velvet  pall,  richly  wrought 

'  Obap.  vii,  8. 
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in  gold  and  silver.  Suspended  over  his  grave  is  a  gorgeous 
chandelier,  a  present  from  the  Sultan,  hung  with  sparkling 
prisms.  Large  wax  candles  stand  in  golden  sockets  on  the  right 
and  left,  and  the  whole  effect  is  most  solemn  and  impressive. 
Caliph  Omar,  his  successor,  lies  buried  by  his  side.  Pilgrimages 
are  annually  made  to  his  tomb  and  to  Mecca  by  pious  Moslems 
from  all  parts  of  the  East.  They  come  in  caravans,  often  many 
thousands  together,  from  the  remotest  parts  of  Asia,  Africa, 
and  Europe,  under  the  superstitious  belief  that  their  salvation 
depends  on  seeing  the  tomb  of  their  great  Prophet. 

The  principal  object  of  interest  at  Mecca  is  a  building  about 
forty  feet  square  by  fifty  high,  known  as  the  Kaaba,  tliat  stands 
in  the  center  of  the  great  mosque,  and  is  said  to  have  been  built 
by  Abraham.  It  is  also  claimed  that  Ishmael  is  buried  here, 
and  that  here  God  manifested  himself  to  the  patriarchs  of  old. 
One  thing  is  certain,  this  place  has  long  been  regarded  with 
religious  awe,  and  was  a  seat  of  worehip  for  a  thousand  years  be- 
fore Mohammed  was  born.  The  Kaaba,  of  which  very  little 
is  known,  is  covered  like  a  coflSn  with  a  black  pall ;  and  about 
five  feet  from  the  ground,  inserted  in  the  outer  wall,  is  a  black 
stone  seven  inches  in  diameter,  of  irregular  shape,  and  sup- 
posed by  the  credulous  to  possess  miraculous  powers.  This 
stone,  said  to  have  fallen  from  heaven,  and  which  looks  very 
much  like  an  aerolite,  the  pilgrims  kiss  ufter  bathing  and 
marching  around  the  shrine  seven  times,  dressed  in  robes  of 
spotless  white.  This  completes  their  pilgrimage,  and  they  re- 
turn  home  to  die,  feeling  that  the  great  end  of  life  with  them 
has  been  attained.  Many  never  live  to  return  to  their  native 
land,  and  some  in  their  superstition  put  out  their  sight,  that 
they  may  die  with  the  vision  of  the  Kaaba  before  them. 

31 
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Mohammedanism  is  still  a  great  power,  prevalent  throughout 
the  Orient.  Not  less  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of 
our  race  daily  turn  their  faces  toward  Mecca  when  they  pray. 
The  Sultan  of  Turkey,  who  is  regarded  by  all  good  Moslems  as 
*'  the  shadow  of  God  on  earth,"  is  the  civil  head  of  this  vast 
host,  and  the  Shereef  of  Mecca  is  their  high-priest  or  spiritual 
head.  They  are  all  the  avowed  enemies  of  the  Cross,  and  as 
intolerant,  fanatical,  and  blood-thirsty  as  in  the  days  of  the 
Caliphs.  This  is  the  religious  element  in  the  Eastern  question^ 
and  will  be  the  great  diflSculty  in  the  settlement  of  that  ques- 
tion. Christianity  and  Islamism  can  never  compromise  or 
combine.  They  hopelessly  diverge  from  each  other  in  precept 
and  practice.  One  is  cruel  and  oppressive,  blasting  everything 
it  touches,  and  can  only  live  by  blood.  When  it  ceased  con- 
quering by  the  sword  it  began  to  decline  and  relapse  into 
barbarism.  The  other  is  liberal  and  progressive,  elevating 
and  ennobling  man ;  makes  all  its  conquests  by  love,  and 
carries  with  it,  wherever  it  goes,  peace,  prosperity,  and  civil- 
ization. 

Naturally  the  Mussulman  is  docile  and  submissive,  but,  when, 
fired  by  religious  fanaticism,  his  frenzy  knows  no  bounds.  It 
was  this  enthusiasm  that  carried  the  Crescent  to  the  gates  of 
Vienna,  and  planted  it  on  the  walls  of  Granada ;  and  for  cent- 
uries this  delusion  hung  like  a  death  pall  over  southern  Europe^ 
and  seemed  destined  to  sweep  every  thing  before  it. 

Some  timid  persons  apprehend  danger  from  the  same  source 
in  the  near  future.  The  Moslems  still  claim  to  have  the  "  Flag 
of  the  Prophet,"  a  faded  green  silk  banner,  with  a  few  texts 
from  the  Koran  upon  it,  which  is  said  to  be  the  same  carried 
by  Mohammed  in  his  wars.     It  is  the  sacred  standard  of  their 
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faith,  and  is  regarded  by  the  superstitions  as  possessing  some 
magic  power,  and  if  unfurled  "  would  set  the  whole  world 
ablaze."  It  should  be  black,  for  it  is  a  banner  of  blood,  allows 
no  mercy  to  be  shown,  and  when  thrown  to  the  breeze  every 
follower  of  the  Prophet,  under  the  penalty  of  eternal  punish- 
ment, is  required  to  take  up  arms  and  die  if  necessary  in  defense 
of  his  religion. 

Several  things,  however,  assure  us  that  there  is  no  immediate 
danger  to  be  feared  from  this  source.  First,  the  flag  itself, 
which  is  kept  in  the  Mosque  of  St.  Sophia,  is  so  old  and  rotten 
it  would  not  bear  unfurling,  and  is  not  likely  ever  again  to  be 
taken  from  its  golden  case  to  call  the  faithful  to  arms.  Then, 
their  own  internal  dissensions,  the  numerous  sects  and  factions 
into  which  the  followers  of  Islam  are  divided,  and  the  vast 
territory  they  occupy,  being  scattered  over  three  continents, 
tend  greatly  to  weaken  their  influence.  And,  finally,  the 
greater  intelligence,  wealth  and  power  of  the  Christian  na- 
tions, especially  England,  with  her  powerful  navy,  in  possession 
of  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Cyprus,  Egypt,  Aden,  and  India,  can  effect- 
ually prevent  any  combined  aggressive  movement  from  this 
quarter. 

This  whole  system  of  antichrist,  like  the  kingdoms  preced- 
ing it,  is  to  be  overthrown  and  absorbed  by  the  Messiah's  king- 
dom. According  to  the  prophecy  it  was  to  prevail  "until 
judgment  was  given  to  the  saints,"  *  which  may  refer  to  the 
final  verdict  to  be  rendered  by  the  Christian  powers  of  Europe, 
who  are  to  sit  in  judgment  on  this  whole  Eastern  question,  and 
administer  on  the  "  sick  man's  "  estate.  "  The  end  shall  be  at 
the  time   appointed;"*   when  "the  judgment  shall  sit,  and 

» naniel  vii,  22.         •  Daniel  xi,  27. 
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they  shall  take  away  his  dominion,  and  it  shall  be  given  to  the 
people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  whose  kingdom  is  an 
everlasting  kingdom."  * 

Its  duration  was  limited  to  1260  prophetic  days,'  or  years,  ^ 
day  answering  for  a  year,  and  if  we  add  this  number  to 
A.  D.  622,  the  Mohammedan  Hegira,  or  time  of  the  Prophet's 
flight  from  Mecca,  we  have  as  our  resultant  the  year  1882,  as 
the  period  for  the  downfall  of  this  hierarchy.  This  is  the 
Jewish  mode  of  reckoning,  or  thirty  days  to  the  month.  Our 
mode  of  computation  would  make  a  few  years  difEerence :  or  if 
we  date  our  calculations  from  Mohammed's  return  to  Mecca, 
it  would  add  six  years  to  our  estimate.  From  the  obscurity  of 
prophecy  previous  to  its  fulfillment,  we  are  cautioned  not  to 
assign  the  date  of  future  events  too  confidently.  It,  however, 
is  only  a  question  of  time,  not  of  fact.  "  The  time  of  the  end 
shall  come ; "  and  many  things  appear  to  indicate  the  speedy 
fall  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  only  centralizing  power  of 
Mohammedanism. 

Daniel,  in  closing  up  his  prophcies  relating  to  the  kingdoms 
of  this  world,  foretold  occurrences  which  have  not  been  fnllj 
understood,  but  which,  we  think,  clearly  apply  to  the  Turkish 
power  and  current  events.  For  instance,  "  The  ships  of  Chit- 
tim  shall  come  against  him :  therefore  he  shall  be  grieved."  * 
Any  one  who  will  examine  this  prophecy  touching  the  "  king  of 
the  north  "  invading  the  south,  taking  the  "  fenced  cities,"  lay- 
ing his  "  hand  on  Egypt,"  and  devouring  the  '^  glorious  land," 
will  find  that  reference  is  had  to  the  Turkish  conquest  of  these 
countries,  and  that  Cyprus  is  the  Chittim  of  the  Scriptures. 
This  island  is  now  an  English  colony,  and,  what  seems  singu- 

>  Daniel  vii,  26,  27.         «  Daniel  vii,  25.  »  Daniel  xi,  30. 
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lar,  the  'ships  that  lately  bombarded  Alexandria  came  from 
Chittim,  greatly  to  the  grief  and  indignation  of  the  Sultan. 

"  But  tidings  out  of  the  east  and  out  of  the  north  shall 
trouble  him."  *  Nothing  has  given  the  Porte  more  trouble  of 
late  than  the  Russian  advance  on  Harat  and  the  other  move- 
ments of  the  great  Bear  in  the  east  and  north,  closing  in  upon 
him  on  every  hand.  "Therefore  he  shall  go  forth  with  great 
fury  to  destroy,  and  he  shall  plant  the  tabernacle  of  his  palace 
between  the  seas  in  the  glorious  holy  mountain." '  This  would 
indicate  the  Sultan's  retreat  from  Constantinople  to  some  place 
in  Palestine,  perhaps  Jerusalem,  where  he  will  make  his  last 
stand.  This  would  be  "  between  the  seas,"  and  in  "  the  holy 
mountain  " — Moriah — where  Solomon's  glorious  temple  once 
stood,  and  from  which,  according  to  the  legend,  Mohammed 
ascended  to  heaven.  But  this  will  only  be  for  a  brief  period. 
His  palace  being  nothing  but  a  "  tabernacle,"  a  temporary 
structure,  and  his  days  numbered.  "'  Yet  he  shall  come  to  his 
end  and  none  shall  help  him ; "  England  and  France  have  helped 
him  out  on  other  occasions,  but  now  all  his  allies  desert  him, 
and  the  kingdom  of  the  Crescent,  that  has  desolated  the  Holy 
Land  for  more  than  a  thousand  years,  and  laid  waste  the  fairest 
portion  of  our  globe,  shall  speedily  come  to  a  shameful  end. 

"  And  at  that  time  shall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince 
which  standeth  for  the  children  of  thy  people;  and  there 
shall  be  a  time  of  trouble,  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a 
nation."  *  The  time  of  trouble  here  alluded  to  may  refer  to 
the  great  final  struggle  between  the  Crescent  and  the  Cross — 
"  Gog  and  Magog" — that  is  to  witness  the  signal  overthrow  of 
antichrist,  and   the  triumph  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  on 

'  Daniel  xi,  44.        ^  Daniel  xi,  45.        '  Daniel  zii,  1. 
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earth.  Micliael  the  archangel,  who  lias  always  been  the  pro- 
tector of  God's  people,  now  takes  the  Held  and  commands  the 
Christian  host.  This  last  great  battle  will  probably  take  place 
at  Megiddo,  on  the  plain  of  Esdraelon,  the  scene  of  so  many 
bloody  conflicts.  Here,  as  we  learn  from  the  hieroglyphic  in- 
scriptions on  the  walls  of  the  Temple  at  Karnak,  Thothmes 
III.,  before  the  exodus,  when  the  Canaanites  still  occupied 
the  land,  fought  a  great  battle,  and  he  gives  us  the  names  of 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  towns  he  conquered  in  Palestine 
during  that  campaign.  Here  Necho,  another  of  the  Pharaolis, 
seven  centuries  before  Christ,  on  his  march  to  Assyria,  defeated 
the  Israelites,  and  slew  Josiah,  the  wise  and  pious,  but  over- 
zealous,  king  of  Judah.*  Hei'e  Barak  overthrew  the  hosts  of 
Sisera  with  their  "  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron."  •  Here,  also, 
Gideon  routed  and  put  to  flight  the  countless  army  of  the 
Midianites,  slaying  of  their  number  "  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  men  that  drew  the  sword."  *  And  here,  upon  this 
same  bloody  field  of  Megiddo,  where  the  armies  of  Israel  have 
so  often  met  their  foes  in  battle,  probably  the  last  great  con- 
flict of  Armageddon  *  is  to  take  place,  that  shall  witness  the 
destruction  of  God's  enemies  and  the  establishment  of  Christ's 
kingdom  throughout  the  world. 

*2  Kings  xxiii.  29.     "Judges  iv.  13.     'Judgpes  viii,  10.    ^Revelation  xvi.  16. 
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CONCLUSION — MULTU3I  IN  PARVO. 

Authenticity  of  Scripture  —  £gy>ptian  Sculpture  —  Colossal  Sphinx  —  Southern 
Cross — Pyramids  of  Ghizeh — Siriaiiic  Inscription — Wilderness  of  Wander- 
ing—  Ash  Beds  of  the  Israelites'  Camp-fires  —  Overthrow  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah — Lot's  Wife — Confirmation  of  Book  of  Daniel — Explorations  iu 
Assyria — ^Lion's  Den  and  Fiery  Furnace — Ur  of  the  Chaldees — Home  of 
Abraham— Temple  of  the  Moon^Aucient  Graves — ^Tower  of  Babel — Writing 
4,000  Years  Old — Late  Discoveries  at  Pompeii,  Mycenae,  and  Troy — Deluge 
Records— Discovery  of  Sippara,  Oldest  City  in  the  World. 

IN  preparing  this  volume  our  aim  was  to  crowd  as  much 
information  as  possible  into  the  smallest  compass,  avoiding 
all  unnecessary  details,  giving  simply  the  latest  facts ;  leaving 
the  reader  to  draw  his  own  conclusions.  But  as  many  of  these 
statements  are  entirely  new  and  somewhat  stiirtling,  and  as 
much  controversy  has  been  awakened  touching  the  correctness 
of  some,  we  deem  it  proper  to  append  a  few  chapters  of  addi- 
tional matter,  explaining  more  fully  certain  points  only  inci- 
dentally noticed. 

In  this  agnostic  age  there  is  a  disposition  to  rule  God  out  of 
the  universe,  ignore  entirely  the  supernatural,  doubt  all  revealed 
truths,  and  reject  every  thing  like  intuitive  knowledge,  receiv- 
ing that  only  as  truth  which  is  derived  through  the  organs  of 
sense ;  nothing  more  tlian  a  revival  of  the  old  Epicurean  phi- 
losophy, somewhat  modified.  Paul  had  to  combat  these  same 
errors,  and  denounces  this  class  of  infidels  as  ''  prond  blasphem- 
ers, lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God  ;  men  of  cor- 
rupt minds — ever  learning  and  never  able   to  come   to  the 
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knowledge  of  the  truth."  *     "  Nevertheless,"  the  apostle  adds, 
**  the  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure."  * 

Others,  who  are  not  willing  to  go  to  this  extreme,  deny  the 
historical  narratives  of  the  Old  Testament,  or  treat  them  as 
mere  legends ;  reject  the  theory  of  the  origin  of  our  race  as 
given  in  the  book  of  Genesis  ;  ridicule  the  idea  of  God  dwell- 
ing with  the  patriarchs  ;  even  deny  that  Moses  was  the  author 
of  the  laws  he  gave  to  Israel,  or  that  David  composed  the 
psalms  ascribed  to  him  ;  and  boldly  assert  that  Solomon  never 
wrote  the  Proverbs  that  bear  his  name. 

We  are  free  to  confess  that  we  have  no  sympathy  with 
the  above  views.  The  Bible  states  certain  great  facts,  and 
these  facts  are  recorded  in  God's  word  because  they  are  facts. 
We  believe  in  the  genuineness  and  divine  authenticity  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  have  published  our  explorations  in  the 
East  to  show  how  wonderfully  late  discoveries  in  the  lands  of 
the  Bible  corroborate  the  statements  of  the  inspired  volume. 

We  have  studiously  avoided  speaking  positively  concerning 
any  place  or  event  where  a  doubt  existed  in  reference  to  its 
correctness.  In  our  remarks  on  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  we 
carefully  qualify  every  expression,  giving  only  a  few  brief 
details,  and  merely  cite  Brugsch  Bey  in  reference  to  the  fam- 
ine, *  because  that  learned  Egyptologer  believed  that  di- 
rect allusion  is  here  had  to  the  famine  that  prevailed  in 
the  days  of  Joseph.  He  affirms  that  the  text  is  perfectly 
simple  and  clear,  and  that  the  most  rigid  criticism  cannot 
object  to  his  conclusions.*  The  sculptures  represent  a  num- 
ber of  slaves  carrying  wheat  in  sacks,  and  filling  the  royal 
granaries. 

»  2  Timothj,  iii,  2-7.     ^Timothy  ii,  19.     »  Pag©  25.  .  *  Histoire  d'Egypte,  p.  177. 
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We  do  not  know  positively  tliat  the  pereona  represented 
making  brick  in  the  scnlptnre'  are  Jews,  but  they  appear 
to  be,  and  the  inference  is,  they  are.  Here  may  be  seen 
a  targe  nnmber  of  slaves  going  throngh  the  whole  process 
of  making  bricks,  under  the  eyes  of  their  task  -  masters, 
and,  above  the  scnlpture,  an  order  of  the  king  directing  the- 
captives  "  to  baild  the  temple  of  the  great  god."  True,  the 
slaves  are  not  called  Hebrews  in  the  royal  decree,  bnt  they 
have  Asiatic  features,  and  are  evidently  of  the  Semitic  race,. 


some  of  them  with  bearded  ^ces,  looking  very  much  like- 
Jews  ;  and  as  the  Hebrews  were  the  only  foreigners,  so  far  as 
known,  in  bondage  at  that  time  in  Egypt,  is  it  not  more 
than  probable  that  reference  is  here  had  to  the  oppressed 
Israelites  ? 

That  the  colossal  Sphinx  was  an  idol  and  the  local  deity  of 

the  old  Egyptians,  is  fully  attested  by  the  sanctuary  in  front 

of  the  image,  and  the  altar  of  incense  that  stood  between  its; 

huge  paws.     On  a  monumental  tablet,  older  than  the  pyra- 

■  See  page  i6. 
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inids,  lately  found  by  M.  Mariette,  near  the  Sphinx,  and  now 
in  the  museum  at  Cairo,  may  be  seen  representations  of  all 
the  principal  Egyptian  divinities,  and  among  them  the  Sphinx, 
which  is  called  the  god  of  Hor-Em-khoo — *'  The  sun  in  his 
resting-place."  On  another  tablet,  found  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Sphinx,  Thothmes  IV.  is  represented  oflEeriug  a  libation 
and  incense  to  this  god  ;  and  on  two  other  tablets  in  this 
.same  temple  are  similar  representations  of  Bameses  the  great 
worshiping  the  same  deity,  to  which  are  ascribed  all  the 
attributes  of  a  god,  such  as  granting  power  and  life  to  the 
king ;  showing,  as  Pliny  observes,  that  the  Sphinx  partook 
•of  the  character  of  a  local  deity,  and  received  divine  honors. 

Some  have  questioned  whether  the  Southern  Cross  could 
be  seen  from  the  Nile  Valley  between  Thebes  and  Syene ; 
but  there  is  no  ground  for  doubt  in  the  case.  I  carefully 
noted  down  every  event  of  interest,  and  by  referring  to  my 
4iary  under  date  of  January  7,  1875,  I  find  the  following 
entry  :  "  Tied  our  boat  up  last  night  a  few  miles  above  Luxor. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills,  from  Cincinnati,  O. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balch, 
of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Warner,  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  came 
on  board  to  spend  the  evening.  About  five  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  Southern  Cross,  which  appeared 
far  away  to  the  south,  directly  above  the  green  waters  of  the 
Nile.  The  eflEect  was  grand.  The  sky  being  clear  and  the 
night  favorable,  with  no  hills  to  obstruct  our  vision."  So,  if 
this  constellation,  as  some  contend,  cannot  be  seen  north  of 
about  twenty-four  degrees  of  north  latitude,  the  maps  of 
Egypt  are  incorrectly  drawn,  and  Thebes  should  be  located 
several  degrees  further  south. 

Our  statement   that   the   Great  Pyramid   of  Cheops  was 
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originally  beautifully  cased  and  covered  with  hieroglyphics, 
is  supported  by  the  best  authorities,  both  ancient  and  modern. 
The  father  of  historians  says :  '*  On  the  outside  trere  inscribed 
in  Egyptian  characters  the  various  sums  of  money  expended 
in  the  progress  of  the  work,"  etc. ; '  Sir  Gardner  Wilkinson, 
that  "  it  was  covered  with  a  smooth  inaccessible  casing."  ' 
And  Dean  Stanley  adds,  "It  also  seems  that  these  smooth 
outsides  were  covered  with  sculpture."  *  According  to  the 
Hindoo  records,  it  was  "  cased  vrith  colored  marbles,"  which, 
at  least,  is  probable,  as  fragments  of  marble  and  gi-auite  were 
found  among  the  debris.  And  Dr.  Shaw,  in  his  Travels,  says,* 
"It  was  incrusted  all  over  with  the  finest  granite  marble." 
All  of  which  is  confirmed  by  Abd-el-Lateef,  who  states  that 
"  the  polished  exterior  stones  were  covered  with  writing,  which, 
if  copied  upon  paper,  would  fill  more  than  ten  thousand  pages." 
As  a  settlement,  however,  of  all  disputes  upon  this  subject, 
Col.  Howard  Vyse,  in  1837,  actually  discovered  two  of  the 
casing-stones  in  situ^  and  on  the  Pyramid  of  Chephren,  near 
by,  more  than  ten  thousand  square  feet  of  the  original  casing 
may  still  be  seen.  Then,  it  is  a  historic  fact  that  the  casing- 
stones  of  the  Great  Pyramid  were  removed  in  A.  D.  1166,  by 
order  of  Sultan  Saladin,  to  build  his  citadel  at  Cairo. 

Pliny,  in  describing  the  grand  temple  of  Diana,  says :  "  It 
was  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  length,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  broad,  and  supported  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  columns,  each  of  which  had  been  contributed  by  some 
prince,  and  were  sixty  feet  high  ;  thirty-six  of  them  were 
richly  carved."*     Falkner  j\nd  other  historians  speak  of  its 

*  Herodotu!*,  book  ii,  Eut  cxxv.  •  Wilkinfton's  Haml-hook  of  Egypt,  p.  185. 

'Sinai  and  PaleHtine,  p.  62.      *■  YoL  ii.,  p.  201.      ^  Hist  Nat.,  zxxiv.,  21. 
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roof  being  of  cedar  and  cypress.'  We  were  present  when  Dr. 
Wood  discovered  this  long-buried  temple  in  1871.  We  did 
not  measure  the  columns,  but  saw  the  coloring  and  gilding  on 
them,  and  the  charred  remains  of  the  edifice.  And  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  conceive  how  a  building,  constructed  entirely  of 
marble,  as  some  contend,  could  be  destroyed  by  fire — b,  historic 
fact  never  before  denied. 

The  Sinaitic  inscriptions  are  not  confined  to  Wady  Mnkat- 
teb,  but  are  found  all  over  the  peninsula  of  Sinai.  Some, 
doubtless,  arc  Nabathean,  and  others  Christian,  but  those  in 
Wady  Magarah,  Dean  Stanley  says,  "  are  among  the  oldest  hie- 
roglyphics in  the  world." '  And,  what  at  least  is  interesting, 
an  oval  was  here  found  bearing  the  identical  name  of  Joseph 
the  Hebrew.  Cosmas,  the  Indian  traveler,  about  A.  D.  518, 
makes  mention  of  the  rocks  in  the  peninsula  being  ''  written 
with  carved  Hebrew  characters."  And  Diodorus,  six  centuries 
earlier,  B.  C.  59,  of  a  stone  altar,  "  very  old,  inscribed  with 
ancient  unknown  letters."  * 

Dr.  S.  C.  Bartlett,  in  his  "  Egypt  to  Palestine,"  speaks  of 
numerous  ash-beds  he  discovered  in  the  desert  of  wandering,  some 
with  charcoal  in  them.*  These  hillocks,  Mr.  Palmer  says,  "  are 
found  for  miles  around,  generally  small  inclosures  of  stone,  the 
largest  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  and  evidently  the  remains 
of  a  large  encampment.  The  stones  show  the  action  of  fire, 
and  on  digging  we  found  charcoal  in  great  abundance."  *  These 
ash-beds  are  out  in  the  desert,  where  there  never  could  have 
been  either  water  or  vegetation  to  sustain  a  village.  They  are 
also  on  the  direct  route  of  the  Israelites,  and  Mr.  Palmer  gives 

*  Ephesus  and  Temple  of  Diana,  1857.  *  Sinai  and  Palestine,  pp.  67,  71. 

>  Diodorus,  iii,  42.    *  Page  290.    '  Desert  of  the  Exodus,  pp.  25-27. 
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it  «as  his  opinion  that  they  not  only  mark  the  encampment  of 
Israel,  but  that  the  graves  outside  the  camp  are  the  graves  of 
those  who  were  cut  off  by  the  plague  mentioned  Numbers 
xi,  34.  Dean  Stanley  says,  "  These  rude  burial  grounds,  with 
the  many  nameless  head-stones,  found  in  the  wilderness  of  wan- 
dering, far  away  from  human  habitation,  are  such  as  the  host 
of  Israel  must  have  left  behind  them  at  the  different  stages  of 
their  progress."  The  Arabs  still  call  them,  Turbet  ea  Yahoud 
— '*  the  graves  of  the  Jews."  ' 

Lieut.  Conder,  after  describing  several  of  these  ash-heaps  on 
the  plain  of  Gilgal,  closes  his  report  with  the  remark :  "  It  may 
seem  bold  to  suppose  that  these  mounds  are  traces  of  the  per- 
manent Israelite  camp  on  the  spot,  yet  we  know  that  nothing 
in  Palestine  is  more  ancient  than  are  such  earthworks."  *  Some 
of  these  hillocks  have  since  been  found  to  contain  calcined 
stones,  charcoal,  ashes,  and  other  traces  of  a  deserted  camp. 

Though  but  little  remains  of  ancient  Jericho — not  a  house — 
its  site  is  easily  determined  by  the  fountains  and  aqueducts 
that  supplied  the  city  with  water,  also  by  the  ford  of  the  Jor- 
dan, and  old  highway  leading  to  Jerusalem,  and  by  the  stone 
quai*ries,  brick  kilns,  and  other  earth-works  that  still  mark  the 
spot.  That  there  are  pillars  of  salt  standing  in  every  fantastic 
shape  in  the  vicinity  of  Jebel  Usdum  on  the  shores  of  the  Dead 
Sea,  and  that  others  are  constantly  forming  by  accretion  from 
the  spray  and  exhalations  of  the  sea,  all  who  have  explored  that 
region  will  admit ;  and  as  no  corpse  would  likely  decompose  in 
such  a  locality,  but  would  soon  become  incrusted  with  salt,  and 
in  time  a  pillar  of  salt,  there  is  nothing  very  marvelous  in  the 
Bible  statement  that  Lot's  wife  "  became  a  pillar  of  salt." ' 

*  Sinai  and  Palestine,  p.  23.    *  Quarterly  Statement,  April,  1874.    'Genesis  xix,  26. 
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Our  theory  of  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and 
the  other  cities  of  tlie  plain  by  volcanic  agency  is  sustained  by 
the  general  character  of  the  country  and  all  recent  explorations 
in  the  Ghor.  Russegger,  after  expressing  his  opinion  that  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Jordan  was  volcanic  in  its  origin,  remarks : 
"  This  idea  is  supported  by  the  crater-like  form  of  the  basins 
of  the  Lake  of  Tiberias  and  the  Dead  Sea,  and  by  the  many 
other  tokens  of  volcanic  action,  past  and  present."  * 

From  Hon.  George  Grove  we  learn  that  in  Palestine,  bitu- 
men or  asphaltura  is  only  met  with  in  the  valley  of  the  Jordan ; 
that  the  rocks  and  soil  on  the  plain  of  Esdraelon  are  volcanic ; 
that  streams  of  lava,  very  porous,  containing  much  pumice  and 
scoria,  with  beds  of  basalt,  are  found  back  of  Tiberias,  and  three 
ancient  craters  near  Saf  ed ;  that  east  of  the  Jordan  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  remarkable  developments  of  igneous  rocks  are  found, 
covering  a  large  portion  of  the  surface  from  Damascus  to 
south  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  beyond,  and  that  the  hot,  salt,  and 
fetid  springs  along  the  valley  of  the  Jordan,  and  the  rock  salt, 
niter,  and  sulphur  of  the  Dead  Sea,  are  all  evidences  of  volcanic 
or  plutonic  action* — facts  which  we  also  gather  from  Newbold, 
Sir  Charles  Lyell,  Drake,  Tristram,  and  many  others. 

M.  Lartet  found  basalt  and  other  evidences  of  volcanic  ac- 
tion in  the  Jordan  valley,  and  directly  east  of  the  Dead  Sea 
traces  of  three  eruptions  reaching  down  to  its  shores.  He  also 
mentions  hot  springs  and  bituminous  eruptions  similar  to  those 
which  follow  volcanic  action.  And  yet  he  did  not  see  all,  as 
Lieut.  Conder,  after  showing  that  the  Jordan  crevasse  waa 
produced  by  volcanic  action,  and  that  the  country  around  Bai- 
san  was  purely  volcanic,  closes  his  report  with  the  statement  i 

*  RusseggfT,  p.  206.         *  Smitli's  Bible  Dictionary,  article  Palestine. 
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"  It  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  ignorance  of  Palestine  ge- 
ology, that  this  great  field  of  basalt,  extending  over  perhaps- 
two  hundred  square  miles,  is  not  shown  on  Lartet's  map."  * 

Dean  Stanley,  referring  to  this  region,  says :  "  Traces  of  vol- 
canic agency  in  the  limestone  bed  of  the  Jordan  "valley  are 
found  here  in  a  greater  degree  than  anywhere  else  in  Palestine.. 
Of  tliis  nature  are  the  masses  of  bitumen  which  give  their 
name  to  the  Asphaltic  Lake,  the  warm  springs  at  Callirrhoo,  on 
the  Dead  Sea,*  and  the  remains  of  lava  on  the  shore.  And  that 
some  such  means  were  employed  in  the  catastrophe  of  the  five 
cities  is  now  generally  acknowledged."  * 

Dr.  Thomson  gives  it  as  his  opinion  "  that,  until  the  destruc- 
tion of  Sodom,  this  was  a  fresh-water  lake,  and  that  its  charac- 
ter was  changed  at  that  time  by  the  obtrusion  from  below  of 
rock-salt  and  other  volcanic  products." '  And  Dr.  Andei*son, 
Lieut.  Lynch's  geologist,  further  adds :  "  In  the  Jordan  valley 
the  basalt  is  frequently  encountered.  It  is  visible  on  the  banks 
and  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  but  so  covered  with  deposits  of 
tufa,  conglomerate  and  alluvium,  as  not  to  be  traceable  without 
difficulty,"*  clearly  showing  that  this  whole  region  has  fre- 
quently been  disturbed  by  eai'thquakes  and  volcanic  eruptions. 

Researches  in  Assyria  very  fully  confirm  the  Book  of  Dan-^ 
iel,  and  shed  much  additional  light  on  many  seemingly  contra- 
dictory statements.  It  has  been  contended  that  "  Darius  the 
Mede,^'  referred  to  by  Daniel,*  was  the  same  person  as  Darius 
the  Persian,  son  of  Hystaspes,  mentioned  by  Herodotus  and 
other  Greek  historians ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  biblical  chro- 
nology of  that  period  was  incorrect,  as  there  was  no  evidence 

'  Quarterly  Statement^  July,  1874.        'Sinai  and  Palestine,  p.  286. 
''Land  and  Book,  p.  623.       *  Anderson,  13&-152.       *  Daniel  y,  31. 
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that  the  son  of  Ilystaspes  ever  reigned  in  Babylon.  Recent 
■discoveries,  however,  show  that  this  is  an  error.  Dr.  Oppert, 
one  of  the  most  eminent  Assyrian  scholars  in  France,  says  that 
at  least  fifty  tablets  have  been  recovered,  showing  tliat  Darius 
the  Persian  did  rule  at  Babylon  during  the  very  period  in  dis- 
pute. We  also  find  that  Nabonidus  and  his  eldest  son,  Bel- 
shazzar,  were  associated  in  the  government  of  the  country — 
hence  Daniel  was  made  the  third  ruler  in  the  kingdom,  Bel- 
«hazzar  being  second ;  and  that  Nabonidus  was  at  Borsippa, 
and  Belshazzar  in  Babylon,  the  night  the  city  was  taken  by 
Cyrus. 

Another  confirmation  of  the  accuracy  of  this  book  has  also 
<5ome  to  light.  Daniel  records  the  punishment  common  at 
Babylon  as  being  so  extremely  cruel,  such  as  Shadrach,  Meshach, 
-and  Abednego  being  cast  into  a  burning  fiery  furnace,  and 
Daniel  and  his  enemies  into  a  den  of  lions,  that  some  have  de- 
nied the  authenticity  of  the  book  on  this  ground  alone.  In  the 
days  of  Asshur-bani-pal,  son  of  Esarhaddon,  King  of  Assyria, 
there  is  contemporary  evidence  that  both  these  punishments 
were  in  use  at  Babylon  a  few  yeai's  before  the  reign  of  Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Saulmugina,  brother  of  Asshur-bani-pal,  King  of 
Assyria,  was  made  by  his  relative  king  of  Babylon,  where  he 
reigned  prosperously  for  seven  years.  Afterward,  for  some 
imknown  reason,  he  rebelled  against  his  elder  brother,  but, 
after  a  severe  contest,  was  defeated  and  taken  prisoner.  The 
Assyrian  monarchs  appear  to  have  been  always  animated  with 
a  spirit  of  revenge.  Hence  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  among 
the  inscriptions  containing  the  annals  of  Asshur-bani-pal  the 
following:  "  I  ordered  Saulmugina,  my  rebellious  brother,  who 
made  war  with  me,  to  be  cast  into  a  fiery  hurning  furnace  !  " 
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Of  Sauliiiugiiia's  followei's  many  perished  with  liim  in  the 
flames,  and  of  those  who  escaped,  but  were  subsequently  capt- 
ured, it  is  said,  ''  The  rest  of  the  people  /  threw  alive  among 
the  hulU  and  liona^  as  Sennacherib,  my  grandfather,  used  to 
throw  men  among  them." 

These  inscriptions  also  give  evidence  of  the  observance  of 
the  Sabbath  among  the  early  Babylonians.  The  cuneiform 
text  of  the  first  and  fifth  of  the  "  Creation  Tablets,"  published 
by  the  late  George  Smith,  which  belong  to  the  reign  of  Asshur- 
bani-pal,  but  which  were  copies  of  earlier  inscriptions  supposed 
to  be  as  old  as  B.  C.  2000,  after  speaking  of  the  upper  region 
before  it  was  called  heaven,  and  the  lower  region  before  it  was 
called  earth,  and  the  abyss  of  Hades,  and  the  chaos  of  watere, 
says :  "  God  appointed  the  moon  to  nile  the  night,  and  to  wan- 
der through  the  night  until  the  dawn  of  day.  Every  month, 
without  fail,  God  made  holy  assembly  days.  In  the  beginning 
of  each  month,  at  the  rising  of  the  night,  the  moon  shot  forth 
its  horns  to  illuminate  the  heavens.  On  th-e  seventh  day  God 
appointed  a  holy  day^  and  commanded  to  cease  all  business." 
These  and  other  discoveries,  daily  made,  must  add  greatly  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  tend  to  strengthen  our 
faith  in  the  accuracy  of  the  sacred  narrative. 

Some  scoffers  at  religion  have  greatly  amused  their  hearers 
by  pointing  out  what  they  term  the  "Mistakes  of  Moses,"  and 
among  these  blunders  they  cite  the  ark  resting  on  Mount  Ara- 
rat, 17,000  feet  above  the  sea,  amid  eternal  snows.  It  is  only 
monkish  tradition  that  locates  the  landing  of  Noah  on  this 
mountain  in  Armenia.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Bible  to  war- 
rant any  such  notion.  The  name  Ararat  is  derived  from  the 
Babylonian  word  Urdn^  which  signifies  "  highland ; "  and  all 
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we  know  touching  the  Bite  where  Noah  landed  is,  that  it  was 
somewhere  among  the  highlands  east  of  the  Euphrates. 

Kecent  explorations  in  Chaldsea  show  that ''  Ur  of  the  Chal- 
dees  " — the  city  of  Abraham — ^was  not  where  it  generally  wils 
supposed  to  be,  at  Orfah,  in  North-western  Mesopotamia,  a 
comparatively  modem  city,  and  not  mentioned  on  the  tablets," 
but  at  Mugheir,  in  lower  Babylonia,  west  of  the  Euphrates,  and 
near  the  head  of  the  Pereian  Gulf.  If  Ur  was  in  Chaldsea, 
then  it  must  have  been  in  this  vicinity,  as  the  name  is  never 
applied  to  Mesopotamia  in  the  ancient  records. 

Extensive  ruins  have  been  discovered  here,  and  the  very 
name,  Hur  of  Khaldi,  in  Old  Armenian,  which  is  identical  with 
"  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  "  in  Hebrew,  has  been  found  here  on  the 
bricks  of  the  oldest  temple. 

Among  the  most  interesting  ruins  unearthed  is  the  old  temple 
of  the  Moon,  where  Abraham  probably  worshiped  before  his 
conversion.  In  the  foundations  of  this  temple  were  found  some 
of  the  oldest  inscribed  tablets  and  cyl- 
inders yet  discovered,  with  not  only  the 
name  of  the  city,  but  a  full  list  of  the 
kings  of  Ur,  dating  back  B.  C.  2230 
years,  among  them  Urukh,  the  fii'st  '  cylinder  semT 
monumental  king,  and  Chedorlaomer,  whom  Abraham  defeated 
at  Dan,'  wonderfully  confirming  the  Scripture  account. 

But  the  most  curious  remains  found  here  are  the  tombs  that 
encircle  the  city  for  miles.  It  must  have  been  the  necropolis 
for  all  Chaldsea  for  many  centuries.  The  tombs  mostly  are 
brick  vaults,  drained  with  earthen  pipes,  and  containing  from 
three  to  eight  skeletons  each.     Those  not  in  vaults  are  buried 

*  George  Smith's  ''Genesis,"  p.  291.         -  Genesis  xiv,  15. 
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in  terra-cotta  coffins,  piled  on  top  of  each  other,  thirty  and 
sixty  feet  deep.  Many  little  articles,  snch  as  cups,  lamps, 
bracelets,  seals,  and  ornaments  of  different  kinds,  were  found 
with  the  dead.  Where  two  skeletons  were  in  the  same  grave, 
they  were  always  male  and  fenjale,  likely  man  and  wife. 

The  most  conspicuous  object  on  the  plain  of  Shinar,  about 
seven  miles  south-west  of  Hilleh,  modern  Babylon,  is  Birs-Nim- 
roud,  or  citadel  of  Nimrod,  and  all  that  remains  of  the  famous 
Tower  of  Babel,  the  oldest  historic  monument  of  man.  In 
this  rich  valley  the  descendants  of  Noah  settled  soon  after  the 
flood  ;  and,  as  a  bond  of  union,  commenced  building  a  city  and 
great  tower.  But,  as  this  was  contrary  to  the  divine  purpose 
of  replenishing  the  earth,  "The  Lord  came  down  and  con- 
founded their  language."  "  So  they  were  scattered  abroad, 
and  left  off  to  huild  the  ciiyP  *  This  is  the  only  intelligent 
account  we  have  of  the  dispersion  of  the  nations  and  the  di- 
versity of  languages  spoken  in  the  world.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  touching  the  identity  of  this  tower,  as  there  is  no  other 
such  ruin  on  all  the  plain.  The  Greeks  called  it  Borsippa,  or 
"  Tower  of  Tongues,"  only  another  name  for  Babel. 

After  lying  in  ruins  for  many  centuries,  it  was  rebuilt  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  and  dedicated  to  Jupiter  Belus  ;  and  Herodo" 
tus  describes  this  temple  as  situated  at  Borsippa,  seven  miles 
south-west  from  Babylon,  the  precise  location  of  Birs-Nimroud ; 
so  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  temple  of  Belus  covering 
the  site  of  the  Tower  of  Babel. 

But  what  seems  very  curious,  in  further  proof  of  the  identifi- 
cation of  this  tower,  an  inscription  has  been  found  among  its 
ruins,  which,  as  M.  Oppert  says,  gives  Nebuchadnezzar^s  own 

*  Genesi:!  xi,  8-11. 
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account  of  the  rebuilding  of  Babel.    As  a  specimen  of  their 
ancient  documents,  we  give  the  inscription  entire  : 

"  Nebuchadnezzar,  King  of  Babylon,  shepherd  of  peoples^ 
who  attest  the  immutable  affection  of  Merodach,*  the  mighty 
ruler — exalting  Nebo  ; "  the  Saviour ;  the  wise  man,  who  lends 
his  ears  to  the  ordere  of  the  highest  god  ;  the  lieutenant  with- 
out reproach,  the  repairer  of  the  Pyramid  and  the  Tower, 
eldest  son  of  Nabopolassar,  King  of  Babylon.    We  say : — 

"  Merodach,  the  great  master,  has  created  me ;  he  has  im- 
posed on  me  to  reconstruct  his  building.  Nebo,  the  guardian 
over  the  legions  of  the  heaven  and  the  earth,  has  charged  my 
hands  with  the  scepter  of  justice. 

"  The  Pyramid  is  the  temple  of  the  heaven  and  the  earth, 
the  seat  of  Merodach,  the  chief  of  the  gods,  the  place  of 
the  oracles,  the  spot  of  his  rest.  I  have  adorned  it  in  the  form 
of  a  cupola  with  shining  gold. 

"  The  Tower,  the  eternal  house,  which  I  founded  and  built, 
I  have  completed  its  magnificence  with  silver,  gold,  other 
metals,  stone,  enameled  bricks,  fir,  and  pine. 

"  The  first,  which  is  the  house  of  the  earth's  base,  the  most 
a7\cient  Tnomiment  of  Babylon^  I  built  and  finished  it ;  I  have 
highly  exalted  its  head  with  bricks  covered  with  copper. 

"  We  say  for  the  other,  that  is,  this  edifice,  the  House  of 
the  Seven  Lights  of  the  Earth,  the  most  ancient  monument  of 
Borsippa  / — a  former  king  huUt  itj  hut  he^  did  not  complete 
its  head.  Since  a  remote  time  people  had  abandoned  it^  yyith- 
out  order  expressing  their  words.  Since  that  time  the  earth- 
quake and  the  thif^oder  had  dispersed  its  sun-dried  clay  ;  the 

^  The  supreme  deity  of  Babylon.    '  The  patron  of  learning,  or  genius  of  inspiration. 
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bricks  of  the  casing  had  been  split ;  and  the  earth  of  the  in- 
terior had  been  scattered  in  heaps.  Merodach,  the  great  lord, 
excited  my  mind  to  repair  this  building.  I  did  not  chcmge  the 
sitCy  nor  did  I  take  away  the  foundation  stone.  In  a  fortu- 
nate month,  an  auspicious  day,  I  undertook  to  build  porticoes 
around  the  crude  brick  masses  and  the  casing  of  burnt  bricks. 
I  put  the  inscription  of  my  name  in  the  porticoes,  I  set  my 
hand  to  finish  it,  and  to  exalt  its  head.  As  it  had  been  in 
former  times,  so  I  founded,  I  made  it;  as  it  had  been  in 
ancient  days,  so  I  exalted  its  summit. 

"  Nebo,  son  of  himself,  ruler  who  exaltest  Merodach,  be  pro- 
pitious to  my  works,  to  maintain  my  authority.  Grant  me  a 
life  until  the  remotest  time,  a  sevenfold  progeny,  the  stability 
of  my  throne,  the  victory  of  my  sword,  the  pacification  of  my 
foes,  the  triumph  over  the  lands !  In  the  columns  of  thy 
eternal  table,  that  fix  the  destinies  of  the  heaven  and  earth, 
bless  the  course  of  my  days,  inscribe  the  fecundity  of  my 
race. 

"  Imitate,  O  Merodach,  King  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  fa- 
ther who  begot  thee ;  bless  my  buildings,  strengthen  my  author- 
ity. May  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  King  repairer,  remain  before 
thy  face." 

This  inscription  very  clearly  shows  that  the  ruins  of  Birs- 
Nimroud  are  on  the  original  foundation  of  the  Tower  of 
Babel. 

The  temple  of  Belus  was  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  stand- 
ing on  a  platform  of  crude  bricks  six  hundred  feet  square, 
and  seventy-five  feet  high.  Rising  from  this  platform,  cased 
with  enameled  bricks  in  different  colors,  or  overlaid  with  plates 
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of  gold  or  silver,  were  seven  etiiges,  tlie  lower  one  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  feet  square,  and  twenty-six  high ;  the 
next  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  square  by  tweuty-six  high  ; 
and  thus  diminishing  as  tliey  ascended.  Ou  the  summit  was 
the  chapel,  or  golden  cupola,  that  contained,  with  many  other 
images,  the  great  golden  statue  of  Belus,  forty  feet  high.  The 
seven  stages  represented  the  seven  lights  or  planets  of 
Earth,    hence     it    was     known     as     the    "  Temple    of    the 


Seven  Spheres."  Tlie  interior  was  cased  with  glazed  hard- 
burned  brick  of  varions  colors ;  the  ceilings  were  of  carved 
black-wood  from  India,  supported  by  mosaic  columns,  and  the 
gates  of  the  finest  Iirass  or  bronze.  These  gates,  according  to 
Josephus,  were  made  out  of  the  two  bronze  pillars,  Eoaz  and 
Jachin,  that  once  stood  at  the  entrance  to  Solomon's  temple, 
and  which  Nebuchadnezzar  carried  away  fi'oin  Jeruslem.' 
Tlii.«  was  the  loyal  residence  of  tlie  kings  of  Babylon.  It 
'  !  KingB  iiv,  13. 
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was  here  Nabonidus  was  taken  prisoner  by  Cyrus,  and  it  was 
in  the  courts  of  this  temple  that  his  father  before  him  ate  grajss 
like  an  ox.  It  was  also  the  royal  treasury,  where  the  golden 
vessels  taken  from  the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem,*  were 
deposited,  and  all  the  wealth  of  the  nation  kept,  which  must 
have  been  vast,  as  Xerxes,  on  his  return  from  his  disastrous  cam- 
paign in  Europe,  robbed  this  temple  of  $600,000,000  in  gold. 

All  that  remains  of  this  celebrated  temple  is  an  immense 
mound  of  sun-dried  bricks,  laid  with  bitumen ; '  a  truncated  cone 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  broken  ofE  abruptly  and  rent 
asunder.  The  sides  of  the  mound  are  deeply  furrowed  by  the 
fitorms,  and  the  whole  ruinous  heap  scathed  as  if  by  lightning. 
Mr.  Rassam  thinks  it  was  destroyed  by  volcanic  eruption,  which 
at  least  seems  probable,  as  the  brick  and  pottery  lying  around 
in  masses  have  been  fused  and  vitrified  by  some  intense  heat. 

Among  the  most  interesting  ruins  of  the  class  we  are  con- 
sidering, to  be  found  in  Europe,  are  Pompeii  and  Hercula- 
neum,  two  Roman  cities  destroyed  by  an  eruption  of  Vesuvius 
A.  D.  79.  Herculaneum  was  buried  beneath  a  torrent  of 
metallic  lava  so  hard  and  thick  as  to  defy  removal,  so  that 
most  of  the  city  remains  still  entombed,  and  a  modern  city  of 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants  nas  grown  up  over  the  site  of 
long-buried  Herculaneum.  Pompeii,  a  few  miles  to  the  east, 
was  destroyed  by  a  shower  of  hot  ashes  and  pumice  that  fell 
like  a  great  snow-storm  upon  the  place,  burying  it  to  the  depth 
of  from  ten  to  seventy  feet,  so  that  its  very  site  was  unknown 
for  more  than  seventeen  hundred  years,  and  only  discovered 
lately  by  a  mere  accident.     Since  then  the  governments  of 

*  2  Chronicles  xxxvi,  7. 

3  "They  had  brick  for  stone,  and  slime  (or  bitumen)  for  mortar."  Genesis  xi,  3. 
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Europe  have  been  at  work  clearing  away  this  great  deposit  of 
ashes  and  lava,  and  now  you  can  stroll  for  hours  and  days 
through  the  deserted  streets  and  dwellings  of  this  once  popu- 
lous city;  The  streets  ai'e  nicely  paved,  with  sidewalks  and 
stepping-stones  at  the  crossings.  On  some  of  the  liouses  may 
still  be  seen  the  names  of  their  old  occupants,  others  were  la- 
beled "  To  Let,"  but  have  been  without  a  tenant  for  more 
than  eighteen  hundred  years.  In  the  Forum  there  was  a  call 
for  a  political  meeting  that  night,  but  it  stands  forever  ad- 
journed. The  houses  usually  face  an  open  court,  in  some  of 
which  were  fountains,  statues,  and  vases  for  flowers.  Othei's. 
were  paved  in  mosaic  of  beautiful  designs — one  a  battle  scene, 
Alexander  in  the  battle  of  the  Granicus,  and  here  you  may 
see  the  war-chariot  and  prancing  steeds,  and  mailed  warriors  in 
all  the  heat  of  battle,  true  as  life,  and  almost  as  large  as  life. 
As  a  work  of  art  this  has  never  been  surpassed.  You  can  enter 
these  houses,  go  up-stairs  and  down-stairs,  into  their  recep- 
tion-rooms, dining-rooms  and  sleeping  apartments.  Some  of 
them  were  elegantly  furnished  with  bronze  tables,  statues^ 
bedsteads,  lamps,  and  many  other  articles.  In  some  instances- 
the  walls  were  richly  frescoed,  the  coloring  still  bright,  and  of 
exquisite  workmanship  and  design. 

In  strolling  through  these  streets  you  are  impressed  with 
the  melancholy  silence  of  the  place ;  and  this  profound  soli- 
tude awakens  in  the  heart  feelings  of  the  greatest  awe.  The 
houses  stand  in  unbroken  blocks,  with  doors  and  windows  all 
open,  and  you  are  constantly  wondering  what  has  become  of 
the  people,  and  why  they  don't  come  out  to  salute  you.  Of 
the  inhabitants,  many  doubtless  escaped  when  they  saw  the 
storm  gathering,  though  thousands  must  have  perished.     In 
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one  street  a  woman  and  three  cliildren  were  dug  up,  perhaps 
a  mother  and  her  family;  the  mother  might  have  es- 
caped, but  she  was  trying  to  save  her  little  ones,  and  they 
were  all  buried  together.  In  another  place  a  young  man  and 
woman  were  found  in  each  other's  arms,  probably  lovers,  at- 
tempting to  escape  together,  but  death  overtook  them,  and 
wedded  them  just  there.  An  old  miser  was  found  near  his 
treasure-chests,  still  gi*asping  in  his  bony  hand  a  purse  of  gold. 

Another  man  was  found  sitting  at  his  table  writing  his  will. 
Heaven  willed  it  otherwise.  In  one  saloon .  the  drinking  gob- 
lets were  still  on  the  counter  and  the  money  lying  untouched 
on  the  marble  slab.  In  another,  the  table  was  spread  as  for 
dinner,  but  the  guests  had  all  fled,  leaving  every  thing  behind 
them,  loaves  of  bread  still  in  the  oven,  honey  still  in  the  comb, 
wine  still  in  the  bottle,  and  in  the  stone  sink  the  cloth  was  still 
lying  just  as  the  servant  had  left  it  after  drying  the  dishes, 
eighteen  centuries  before.  In  the  house  of  one  Dimond  seven- 
teen young  ladies  were  found,  dressed  as  for  some  festive  oc- 
casion, one 'with  her  hand  and  handkerchief  to  her  face,  as  if 
weeping  at  the  moment  of  her  death ;  another  had  fallen  on 
the  floor,  and  the  impression  of  her  bust  could  still  be  seen  in 
the  cold  lava.  In  the  Herculaneum  gate  the  sentinel  was  found 
in  his  box  holding  with  his  left  hand  his  tunic  to  his  mouth, 
and  with  his  right  hand  still  grasping  an  old  rusty  sword. 

A  woman  and  a  little  boy  about  ten  years  old  were  recovered 
in  a  narrow  street,  more  than  likely  a  mother  and  her  son,  as 
she  was  clasping  the  child  to  her  bosom,  whose  body  was  very 
much  emaciated,  leading  to  the  supposition  that  the  child  was 
very  ill  at  the  time  of  the  catastrophe.  The  woman  appeared 
to  be  a  person  of  wealth ;  on  one  arm  she  wore  two  gold  brace- 
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lets,  aiid  on  her  fingers  several  rings,  one  set  with  an  amethyst, 
on  which  was  engraved  the  head  of  Mercury. 

Ill  one  of  the  prisons  sixty-two  skeletons  were  exhumed, 
their  feet  still  in  the  stocks,  and  rusty  manacles  on  their  arms. 
Also,  in  the  amphitheater,  a  large  number  were  recovered, 
some  in  their  private  boxes,  others  in  the  galleries,  just  as  they 
were  suffocated  by  the  sulphurous  fumes  when  witnessing  the 
tragical  scene  enacted  on  that  occasion.  And  in  the  temples  of 
Jupiter  and  their  other  gods  many  were  found  ai*ound  the 
altars,  just  as  they  perished,  vainly  imploring  these  their  deities 
to  protect  them  from  that  terrible  storm  of  fire  and  of  brim- 
stone. And  so  all  over  the  city  you  can  still  see  the  footsteps 
of  the  destroyer,  and  how  sudden  and  fearful  was  the  over- 
throw of  Pompeii.  It  was  during  this  erui)tion  the  elder 
Pliny  lost  his  life,  a  graphic  description  of  which  is  given  by 
the  younger  Pliny,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  in  all  this  opulent  Roman 
city,  where  so  much  culture  and  wealth  are  displayed,  there  is 
no  trace  of  any  institution  for  the  relief  of  suffering^humanity  ; 
showing  how  far  superior  our  Christianity  is  to  the  cold 
philosophy  of  paganism.  We  here  find  grand  temples  for 
their  idols,  magnificent  tombs  for  their  dead,  great  theaters  for 
their  amusement,  and  barracks  for  their  soldiers;  but  nowhere 
a  hospital  or  asylum  for  their  sick  and  dying.  Only  Chris- 
tianity makes  provision  for  such. 

Equally  important  discoveries  have  been  made  recently  at 
Mycense,  in  the  peninsula  of  Greece.  Dr.  Ilenry  Schliemann 
has  here  found  the  old  capital  of  Argos  and  home  of  Aga- 
memnon, "King  of  Men;"  found  the  Acropolis  surrounded 
with  its  Cyclopean  walls,  sixteen  feet  thick;  found  the  famous 
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"  Gate  of  Lions  "  leading  to  the  citadel,  and  within  the  citadel 
the  old  council-chamber;  and  down  thirty  feet  beneath  its 
marble  floor  found  the  treasury  and  tomb  of  Atreus,  also,  the 
supposed  remains  of  Agamemnon  sleeping  in  his  golden  armor, 
surrounded  by  his  warriors,  all  clad  in  gold,  their  helmets  of  solid 
gold,  masks  of  gold  over  their  faces,  gold  stars  and  buttons  and 
foliage  on  their  dresses,  some  wearing  gold  rings  and  bracelets 
and  diadems,  others  with  breastplates  of  massive  gold,  and 
drinking  goblets,  even  the  scabbards  of  their  swords  gold. 
Such  a  profusion  of  gold  was  never  before  found  on  human 
remains.  This  city  was  destroyed  by  the  Argives,  B.  C.  468, 
and  until  now  was  considered  lost  beyond  recovery. 

And  this  same  indefatigable  archseologist  has  lately  found 
the  long  buried  city  of  Troy.  So  many  centuries  had  elapsed 
since  the  fall  of  Troy,  and  as  no  tmce  of  the  place  remained 
above  ground,  many  began  to  doubt  whether  such  a  city  ever 
existed,  or  such  a  poet  as  Ilomer  ever  lived,  or  wrote  the 
"  Iliad." 

Dr.  Schliemann  commenced  his  excavations  on  the  plain  of 
Troy,  at  Hissarhk,  a  few  miles  south  of  the  Hellespont  in 
18Y0.  I  met  him  there  the  following  spring,  still  hard  at  work, 
for  which  he  has  been  amply  rewarded  ;  having  recovered  be- 
yond question  the  old  city  of  the  Trojans.  Being  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  hill  Hissarlik  was  the  acropolis  of  long  lost 
Ilium,  he  began  digging,  and  at  a  depth  of  six  or  eight  feet 
came  upon  the  remains  of  a  city,  but  it  was  not  classic  Troy. 
The  coins,  inscriptions,  and  other  articles  found  indicated  that 
it  belonged  to  the  Roman  period,  about  the  third  century  of 
the  Christian  era. 

He  continued  digging,  and  at  a  depth  of  about  twenty  feet 
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came  upon  a  second  city,  but  it  was  not  ancient  Troy.  It  be- 
longed  to  the  stone  age,  perliaps  the  fourth  century  before 
Christ.  Stone  idols,  axes,  hammers,  hand-mills,  mortars,  pes- 
tles, lance-blades,  sling-shot,  every  thing  stone.  Digging: 
through  this  second  city  he  came  at  a  depth  of  thirty  feet  to  a 
third  citj',  to  historic,  renowned  Troy.  Every  thing  indicated 
a  high  degree  of  civilization.  There  were  the  paved  streets, 
the  massive  walls  of  dressed  stone,  the  well-built  brick  houses, 
the  ponderous  gate-way,  and  in  front  of  it  heaps  of  human 
skeletons,  some  in  their  bronze  annor,  with  bronze  shields, 
battle-axes,  spears,  and  other  weapons ;  probably  the  soldiers 
who  fell  in  defense  of  their  citadel,  when  the  Greeks  made 
their  last  successful  charge.  Within  the  city  he  found  the 
supposed  palace  of  Priam,  and  under  its  crumbling  walls  the 
old  king's  treasure  chests  filled  with  different  articles  in  pure 
gold,  such  as  goblets  and  vases,  flagons  weighing  nearly  two 
pounds  each,  golden  diadems,  coronets,  bracelets,  chains,  rings, 
in  all  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  articles  in  solid  gold. 

Through  these  streets,  probably,  brave  Hector  walked.  Here 
Paris  lived,  and  some  of  these  may  be  the  very  ornaments  once 
worn  by  the  beautiful  Helen.  The  houses  appear  to  have  been 
built  first  with  large  sun-dried  bricks,  tiien,  after  the  walls 
were  up,  the  bricks  were  burned  hard  by  means  of  great  wood 
fires  kindled  against  them  within  and  without.  The  floors 
were  made  in  the  same  way,  first  covered  with  soft  clay,  and 
after  drying,  burned  hard. 

But  for  a  full  description  of  these  remarkable  ruins  we  refer 
the  reader  to  the  doctor's  "  Hios." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  the  ancient  city  whose 
renown  was  sung  by  Homer.     These  excavations  reveal  a  civil- 
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ization  that  must  antedate  the  present  era  at  least  fifteen 
hundred  years;  and  yet,  in  digging  still  deeper  Schliemann 
passed  through  the  rubbish  and  asides  of  two  other  prehistoric 
cities  that  had  been  consumed  by  fire,  and  at  a  depth  of  fifty 
feet  below  the  surface  came  upon  a  sixth  city,  dating  back  not 
less  than  two  thousand  years  before  Christ.  So  here  were 
found  six  cities,  one  above  another,  all  buried  on  the  classic 
plains  of  Troy. 

We  conclude  our  explorations  with  one  of  the  latest  and 
most  wonderful  discoveries  of  the  century. 

Berosus,  a  Chaldean  priest  of  Babylon,  in  the  third  century 
before  Christ,  compiled  from  the  records  in  the  temple  of 
Belus  a  history  of  Babylonia,  giving  what  has  long  been  known 
as  "  The  Chaldean  account  of  the  Flood.''  Many,  however, 
looked  upon  the  whole  account  as  mythical,  and  treated  the 
matter  as  a  mere  legend. 

Layard,  in  tis  explorations  among  the  ruins  of  Nineveh, 
came  upon  the  grand  palace  of  Asshur-bani-pal,  the  Sardana- 
palus  of  history,  and  connected  with  the  palace  found  the 
"  Koyal  Library ''  of  the  old  Assyrian  kings,  written  in  the 
wedge-character,  on  clay  tiles  and  cylinders,  some  dating  back 
very  near  the  flood.  Thousands  of  these  inscribed  tablets 
were  found,  containing  the  names  of  their  deities,  chronological 
tables  of  their  kings,  astronomical  observations,  legal  docu- 
ments, such  as  deeds,  leases  and  bills  of  sale,  royal  decrees, 
bearing  the  king's  seal ;  even  promissory  notes,  drawing  three 
and  four  per  cent,  interest,  secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate 
with  the  names  of  the  parties  and  witnesses  affixed;  and, 
strangely  enough,  those  who  could  not  write  made  their  mark 

in  the  plastic  clay,  very  much  as  such  documents  arc  signed 
88 
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at  the  present  day  ;  with  many  other  recoixis  equally  enrionfi, 
on  all  subjeetB. 

These  discoveries  awakened  such  an  interest  in  Europe,  tlie 
late  lamented  George  Smith  was  at  once  sent  out  by  the  British 
Museum  to  make  further  explorations,  and  h^  soon  found 
among  the  rubbish  of  ages  copies  of  the  original  tablets  of  the 
creation  and  deluge,  which  Berosus  had  translated  into  Greek 
more  than  two  thousand  yeare  before. 

These  records  are  now  in  the  British  Museum,  but  as  manj 
have  not  the  privilege  of  seeing  them  we  give  a  brief  extract 
of  those  relating  to  the  Flood. 

"God  (Kix)nos)  appeared  to  Xisuthrus  (Noah)  in  a  vision, 
and  warned  him  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month 
Daesius  mankind  would  be  destroyed  by  a  deluge.  He  there- 
fore directed  him  to  write  a  history  of  the  beginning^  course ^ 
and  end  of  all  things^  and  to  bury  it  in  Sippara^  the  city  of 
the  Sim,  and  to  build  a  vessel,  and  take  with  him  into  it  his 
friends  and  relatives,  and  put  on  board  food  and  drink,  together 
with  different  animals,  birds  and  quadrupeds,  and  when  all 
was  ready  to  commit  himself  to  the  deep." 

Also,  a  full  account  of  the  building  of  the  Ark,  the  sending 
out  of  the  dove,  and  the  destruction  of  our  race  by  water. 
There  is  a  striking  agreement  between  these  stone  records  and 
the  Mosaic  account.  They  both,  in  creation,  represent  "  the 
earth  without  form,  and  void,"  and  state  that  "  darkness  was 
on  the  face  of  the  deep."  In  both  "  man  is  formed  out  of  the 
dust  of  the  ground,"  and  after  the  animals  were  created ;  and 
in  both  he  falls  under  strong  temptation,  is  expelled  from 
the  garden  of  Eden,  and  the  deluge  is  sent  as  a  divine  punish- 
ment for  sin. 
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Now,  what  seems  most  marveloua,  Mr.  Kassun  haa  jnet  found 
at,  Balawat,  in  the  Eophratea  Valley,  the  antediluvian  city  of 
Sippara,  the  oldest  in  the  world,  so  far  as  known ;  has  also 
found  the  old  temple  of  the  sun-god,  and  beneath  its  altar,  in 
a  Btone  eist,  or  terra-cotta  chest,  the  original  records  said  to 
have  been  buried  there  by  Noah  himself,  giving  us  the  history 
of  the  beginning,  progress  and  end  of  all  things  antediluvian, 
fully  identifying  this  city  and  temple,  and  carrying  us  back  in 
onr  researches  beyond  the  Flood. 
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